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Rob and Denyce Hindman and children have been in 
Reno/Sparks, Nevada for over five years now.  The Reno area 
is rapidly growing, highly unchurched, has a low 
representation of churches of Christ, and has a growing 
migrant population in need. All of these are opportunities for 
the gospel and for the kingdom of God to grow!  
 
The Hindmans' work in Reno is organized primarily around 
working with a church plant. Their focus is to encourage 
healthy growth, to build up the members in Christ, and to 
facilitate outreach and discipleship efforts. Rob shares in 
preaching, teaching, and worship leading with local brothers. 

The Hindmans are also active in serving the community around them through teaching and service projects 
with the church. Part of their ministry to the community includes co-leading a Christian homeschool co-op 
consisting of 25 families, where they both teach. 
 
Rob and Denyce have six children: Malachi (15), Silas (13), Ezra (9), Eden (7), Asa (4), and Cephas (2).  They are 
hoping to be able to visit partners this summer, including a visit to Legacy. 

Stories of Hope 

"I pray," writes Paul in Ephesians 1:18, "that your hearts will be flooded with light so that you can understand 
the confident hope he has given to those he called—his holy people who are his rich and glorious inheritance." 
(NLT)  

The story of the church is a story of hope. It is the story of God reconciling His fallen creation back to Himself. 
These ransomed saints are now a living testimony of God's patient faithfulness, of his redemptive power, and 
of his generous provision for his people and the working of His will. 

This has been true throughout the millennia since Christ died and rose for us. And, very importantly, it has 
been just as true this year, everywhere that God's people gather around the world. How did all of the 
uncertainty, anxiety, and changing environment of 2020 affect a relatively new, relatively small church plant in 
Reno, Nevada?  

The story of *this* church is a story of hope. Working with a church plant like ours here in Reno, it only takes 
one family or a handful of individuals being missing for it to feel like there is a gaping hole, which can be 
discouraging. So as COVID fears and restrictions on gatherings came down in March and April, we couldn't 
help wondering: How well is this church going to weather this? Are we going to lose much of the progress 
we've made? By God's grace (and the flexibility of His people), by the second Sunday of lockdown, everyone 
was on Zoom fellowshiping and worshiping together. And this in spite of the fact that we have a significant 
number of people who are not technologically inclined! 

Then as the months dragged on, as we had to cancel outreach and fellowship events that we would otherwise 
have been doing, as we had to adapt to changing regulations and requirements, an encouraging thing 
happened. The disciples in the church here went with the flow. No one faded out of view or lost touch. While 
going to an all-online format for a couple of months was challenging, it also brought a refreshing change of 



pace in some ways, and in ways it even helped people who are more homebound to be more involved than 
they otherwise could have been. 

Later in the year when we were able to resume in-person Sunday gatherings, it was a little bit of a family 
reunion for those who came in person. But at the same time we took the changes and lessons we learned in 
going online and incorporated them into our in-person gatherings. Ever since, we have been blessed to be able 
to make our gatherings flexible enough that people who are there in person and people who are home on 
Zoom are able to participate together and see and hear from one another.  

Did the Lord's work slow down or get hindered? No - it just took different forms. God provided strength and 
joy and resources. And in the middle of all of that, this church plant sent out its first missionary - a young lady 
who was one of our first members, who is now studying in Adventures In Missions and preparing to go 
minister in Mexico. The church even "sent out" its first converts - a Nicaraguan couple who were the first 
baptisms after we arrived in 2015, who moved to Florida this year. And we ended 2020 on a good note, with 
the baptism just before Christmas of a young lady with whom I've been studying for months. 

Yes, the story of this church, the story of this work, is a story of hope. And like all of God's story worldwide, it 
is a story that is still being written now, and in the year to come. And it's being written with help and 
partnership from you! What will God do with 2021 in Reno, Nevada? Let's keep at it and find out! 

 


