
 
 



 
 

I think we can all agree that something our world needs right now is Hope.  It’s been quite a year, 
filled with sickness and death, social and political unrest.  As our missions team began to pray and 
plan for missions month, we all felt led to focus our theme this year on Hope.  Jesus, the Hope for the 
Nations.   
 
And the scripture God put on our hearts was Matt. 12:21 “In His name the nations will put their 
hope.” 
 
Just a few weeks after our missions Sunday last year, the world began to shut down around  
us – schools and businesses closed, travel was restricted, jobs were lost, and the words “masks 
required”, “social distancing” and “lockdown” came into our daily vocabulary.  But God’s Kingdom 
never shut down. 
 
Our missionaries, from here on the south side of Fort Worth to the other side of the globe, began to 
minister in creative ways. They’ve used electronic tools to reach out and stay in touch with those 
they’re teaching.  And they’ve also used good, old-fashioned care and concern to minister to the 
discouraged, the downtrodden and the needy.  
 
We asked them to share with us how they’ve adapted their ministries and to tell us stories of hope.  
In the following pages they share with you their stories of how the message of Jesus is bringing Hope.  
To a world that’s desperately searching. 
 
We want to say Thank You and celebrate the faithful service of three families we’ve partnered with in 
sharing God’s Hope.  The Elijah Peters family has transitioned into military chaplaincy service in New 
Zealand. The Jace Allen family in Cambodia and the Marvin Tercero family will be completing their 
commitments this summer and moving into new areas of service.  Pray for them as they say hard 
good-byes and move their families into new locations and new ministries. 
 
We’re also pleased to announce plans to partner with Valerie Stanglin Richardson in her work as a 
Youth Minister at Contact Mission Church of Christ in Tulsa.  Valerie is the daughter of former Legacy 
minister Alan and Carrie Ann Stanglin.  Get re-acquainted with her and her ministry as we look 
forward to joining in her support. 
 
 
 



Elijah & Kristin Peters      TRANSITIONING INTO NZ MILITARY 

Auckland, New Zealand       CHAPLIANCY SERVICE 
 
“Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and 
not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” – Isaiah 40:31 (NIV) 
“Even faraway islands will look to me and take hope in my saving power.” Isaiah 51:5 (MSG) 
 

As I think about our partnership over the years, I grow short for 
words. Not for lack of content to draw upon, but out of a surplus of 
gratitude. How could I adequately thank you? 
 
When we needed a mission partnership, you stepped into the gap. 
When we needed encouragement, you stepped into the gap. When 
we needed wisdom, prayer, comfort, grace and LOVE… you stepped 
into the gap. 
 
You have been modeling for us from the very beginning the very 
qualities necessary to be effective in ministry. Just as the Cross fills 
the gap essential for redemption, just as sharing the Gospel is itself 
filling the gap many people didn’t know they had, it is in the 
everyday moments of life where our example as followers of Jesus is 
exactly what it takes to help someone take their next step towards 
Christ. It is in this practice, the practice of identifying what’s needed 
and committing oneself there until it is provided, that the seeds of 
hope take root. When we fill the world around us with Jesus, hope 
simply springs to life.  
 

From each and every letter of encouragement to our family, to every single prayer offered, to every cent provided, you’ve 
been filling gaps for our family, enabling us to live on mission bringing Christ to where he wasn’t known; smoothing paths, 
connecting dots, inspiring hope in the lives of countless Kiwis. By your hands (just as Paul says in Philippians 4:18) we have 
always had “more than enough.” Thank you! 
 
Nearly seven years ago the Legacy Church family joined our family in the service of the Gospel in New Zealand. Together, 
we’ve been a part of a mission bringing life, light and hope to this nation, and it has been an honor to work alongside you. 
Beginning in 2021, our family is transitioning into a new mission effort here as I have accepted a full-time position as a 
Chaplain in the NZ Army. Though the chapter of our partnership is coming to a close, God’s mission continues here and we are 
grateful for this opportunity. It was born as a direct result of our collective commitment over all these years; a commitment to 
godly service in this country that your partnership has enabled, a service that has now opened the door to minister into the 
heart of the military here and provide our own support along the way. 
 
Join us in celebrating God’s power to open doors, to shine light into dark places, to redeem the last, the lost and the least by 
the hope we can know in Jesus! 
 
Stories of HOPE  
T: In early 2012 we had some new neighbors move in a couple houses down from us in our shared driveway. They were Kiwis 
returning from seven years living abroad in England. At the time, T was quite involved in New Age spirituality, though as a 
child she did mention attending church a few times a year. Several years have passed since we first met this family, but our 
friendship has withstood being separated as neighbors and from time to time we have caught up for a chat or a meal. Little by 
little, topics of faith became more prominent, until last year when they became the primary purpose for our getting together.  
 
We helped her get plugged into a house church near to where they lived and regularly get updates on her development in 
faith. Then, on the 31st of October, T shared the incredible news with me that she was baptized into Christ! Though she is only 
just beginning her journey with Christ, we are overjoyed that despite all of the challenges, distractions, anxieties and obstacles 
facing so many people these days, that Jesus broke through and redeemed T into his Kingdom of hope. 
 



Jace & Bekah Allen      RETURNING TO THE U.S. IN JULY AT 

Phnom Penh, Cambodia     COMPLETION OF THEIR MISSION COMMITMENT 
 
We are the Allen family currently living in Phnom 
Penh, Cambodia since mid-2015. Jace is a 
volunteer at the Living Well Counselling Centre, 
where he has previously served as Outreach 
Coordinator, Interim Director, and currently 
provides pastoral and clinical mental health 
counseling to local Cambodians as well as cross-
cultural missionaries from every continent but 
Antarctica! Bekah is a volunteer with Prison 
Fellowship Cambodia, where she has both 
served on the board as their international 
representative and has served alongside a small 
team of teachers in the Prey Sar Women’s Prison 
to lead bible studies and teach discipleship to an 
(also) international group of female prisoners. 
Their group has grown over the years and a 
church building is currently being built inside the 
prison for them to come together and worship 

regularly. Since arriving in 2015, we have added three kids to our family. Our son Judah is 4, and our twin girls Margot 
and Vera will both turn 2 this month! 
 
Stories of HOPE  
One story of hope from Bekah’s work with PFC has been watching the organization grow stronger in its local leadership. 
One important goal of any ministry is to see local people take ownership and responsibility for moving the ministry or 
organization forward. As Bekah has provided support for the new Cambodian director of PFC, they now have 
transitioned to an all-Khmer board and are overseeing projects across the country, including the completion of a church 
building at the women’s prison in Phnom Penh. This gives us hope that the organization will outlive our time in 
Cambodia and will be a positive example for other foreign-led ministries as they, too, seek to empower local leadership 
and the local church. 
 
Another story of hope comes from an unexpected turn in Jace’s counseling ministry. In March 2020, our family 
evacuated to Texas due to COVID-19 lockdowns in Cambodia and around the world. During that time, Jace was able to 
continue seeing his clients in Cambodia and was also able to volunteer at a Christian counseling center in San Antonio. 
This enabled him to continue and eventually complete his graduate program and offered new opportunities to minister 
to a population he had no idea he would be able to. Specifically, through his work in San Antonio, he was able to 
encourage and support a teenage boy who later was baptized at his church. This gave us hope that our “mission” is not 
about a specific place, but about our ability to be prepared to minister in any time or place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Marvin & Gisela Tercero      RETURNING TO GUATEMALA IN JULY 

Siempre Familia Iglesia de Cristo          WHEN THEIR U.S. VISAS EXPIRE 
Fort Worth, Texas 
 

Since 2017, Marvin & Gisela Tercero, with their daughters 
Raquel (16) and Sara (13), have been ministering with the 
Siempre Familia church in South Fort Worth.  Legacy has 
partnered with Siempre Familia since the church plant in 
2009. 
 
Marvin graduated from Baxter Institute in Honduras in 
2002.  He and Gisela then spent 9 years as missionaries in 
Bogota, Columbia, planting a new church there.  They 
returned to their home in Guatemala for 5 years where 
they worked with the church of Christ in Santa Lucia Milpas 
Altas, before answering the invitation of Manuel & Nancy 
Gonzalez, and the Legacy and Burleson churches, to join 
the work at Siempre Familia. 
 
In June of 2021 their visas in the U.S. will expire and they 
are planning to return to their home and ministry in Santa 
Lucia Milpas Atlas. 

 
 We praise the Lord as He continues to bless the work at Siempre Familia. This is our greatest joy. We have been praying 
about what the Lord wants us to do as a church, and our vision for the next 5 years is that we continue growing into a 
vibrant, self-supporting church serving the Hispanic community in south Fort Worth. 
 
During 2020, Marvin was instrumental in taking SF’s services on-line.  
They returned to in-person worship in September, but continue to 
stream their services for those who can’t attend at their building.  
Their services have also been a blessing to Spanish-speaking churches 
in Central America who don’t have the tech resources to go on-line.  
A message from a sister in Guatemala, “Thank you for streaming your 
services. My church is not meeting and they are not doing on-line 
services. Being able to connect with you is a blessing for me.” 
 
Gisela also saw a need for on-line Bible studies with young girls in 
Latin America.  Working with two sisters in Columbia, they hosted a 

two day Zoom conference with 
more than 60 girls from 
several different nations. 
 
To stay connected with their community and church family, SF has hosted several 
drive-through food distribution and prayer events, as well as leadership training 
and a return to services at their building.  They are having visitors to their services 
each week and have had two baptisms. 
  
I thank God for the Legacy Church, because He has used you to bless our lives as 
we could never imagine before. May God bless you for many years more until He 
returns. 

 
 
 



Valerie Richardson                                                                            
Contact Mission Church of Christ   
Tulsa, OK       
 

 
Valerie Stanglin Richardson spent several of her growing up 
years at Legacy while her father Alan Stanglin was our pulpit 
minister.  After graduation and getting married in May, 2020, 
Valerie and David moved to Tulsa, where Valerie is serving as 
the Youth Minister at Contact Mission Church of Christ, while 
David takes a year off to work and study for the LSAT test 
before starting Law School. 
 
 I was welcomed by Contact as their first Youth Minister, and 
given the position with the goal of building a Youth Group from 
the ground up.  
 
David and I were so excited at the idea of starting from scratch, 
and after getting married, made the move to Tulsa so we could 
roll up our sleeves and get things moving! 
 
Of course, Covid hit pretty hard during the summer, and things 
were slow. Camps were cancelled, our church wasn’t meeting 
in person, and finding teenagers seemed almost impossible. 
We tried our best to put on a socially distanced VBS for 
neighborhood kids, visited families in need while wearing 
masks, and helped out with food deliveries. Overall, it was not 
the summer we had imagined, but it was a blessing we were 
able to do all that we did. 
 
This fall we put on an after school program for the kids in the 
apartments near the church, to get them out of their houses 
and give them time out from behind a computer screen! We 

had character lessons, silly songs, games and snacks!  
 
During that time, and continuing to where we are now, we started meeting in person and doing kids class and teen class. 
I now have a steady group of four teens, and we are making plans to grow more and more as we get closer to summer 
2021! 
 
David and I appreciate your support so much, and I personally feel honored to have my former church family by my side 
through this journey. Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



David & Olivia Nelson                            NEW ZEALAND 

Tauranga, New Zealand  
 

“Knowing God and Making Him Known” is the 
mission statement of the Otumoetai church of 
Christ, a wonderful church family we have been 
serving in the beautiful city of Tauranga.  
 
We are David and Olivia Nelson, and with our two 
boys, Caleb (10) and Seth (8), we are missionaries 
with you in Tauranga, New Zealand since 2015. 
We have a love for people, and a passion to see 
people take steps towards their full potential in 
Christ. Whether it is a person from church, a 
neighbor across the fence, or someone at our 
kids’ school, we want to be a light in their life and 
a presence of Christ in their life.  
 

Over the last few years, our ministry has touched on meeting a wide range of needs, but the major focus of 
our ministry has been ministering to this congregation in the development of a healthy leadership and 
eldership. Through many conversations, studies, sermons, meetings, meals, successes (and setbacks), and of 
course, much prayer, we saw the instalment of deacons in December of 2019, and the instalment of an 
eldership in July of 2020. Woohoo! This has been a huge undertaking, but one that is setting this congregation 
up to be in a better position to step into the mission God has called her.  
 
Obviously, 2020 has thrown some major obstacles in our ministry. Lockdowns and gathering restrictions threw 
us for a loop, but on a positive note it gave us opportunity to develop more of our technical capabilities. David 
became the creator/ director/editor/producer of Otumoetai Online and Olivia coordinated children’s ministry 
via zoom. It was a HUGE learning curve (I’m confident you all understand), but thankfully we were able to 
adapt and survive. Olivia and I are very excited and hopeful about the work we want to engage in 2021. As the 
leadership and eldership stepped into place, we have been freed to be able to focus on some other areas close 
to our hearts - outreach.  
 
Our focus this year is to equip the Otumoetai church of Christ to more fully step into the second part of their 
mission statement “Making Him Known.” We are working towards helping the church develop a greater 
presence in its local community as well as equipping and encouraging membership to have a more missional 
mindset. David will also be taking on an intern this year whose focus will be gaining practical experience in 
ministry geared towards evangelism.  
 
Story of Hope  
The Hope Story I want to share is the Hope I feel towards the missional focus of the church we are working 
with. A rut is defined as “a habit or pattern of behavior that has become dull and unproductive but is hard to 
change.” Sometimes churches can fall into ruts. No one wants to be in a rut, but over time it happens very 
easily. One of the ruts that a church can fall into is the idea that “someone else will do it.” This can be a 
mindset applied to various activities in a church— including outreach.  
 
That’s where our church is at. Through the years this congregation has had people come in who are focused 
on outreach. There are some great and amazing stories of salvation because of the work these evangelists 



have done, but the presence of these gifted people through the years have also led towards the development 
of a rut - “it’s not my responsibility, someone else will do it.” But God did not call Olivia and I to Tauranga to 
do evangelism for them, we came to do it with them. So we push and push and push, but people just stay 
stuck in this rut.  
 
However, lately we have seen some movement. Our family volunteers in a community food program, taking a 
food truck to various areas of the city and inviting neighborhood kids to come and eat. Sharing our experience 
in doing this with our kids has led to another family at church volunteering once a month in the same 
program. This year, we talked to our neighbors about hosting a street wide Christmas party inviting people to 
bring a plate and share an afternoon with their neighbors. We shared this idea with the church and challenged 
them to do the same. This was a message I got from one of our members, “Hi, I wanted you to know that I had 
your idea about meeting the neighbors/street party on my mind since you suggested it but… our 
November/December weekends seldom have free slots so… I wrote Christmas cards to each of our neighbors 
introducing us and making sure to include a blessing on them for being a good neighboring for the Christmas 
season - I also dropped off a bag of cookies to some front doors to say hello. It’s not a street party but it was 
an idea put into action that was sparked through your Sunday lesson. We do listen-and sometimes… we do 
act!! Bless you in all the work you do for the Kingdom.”  
 
I get frustrated because so much of the time it just seems like this church is stuck in a rut. But this gives me 
hope. This makes me excited. Things are happening, people are acting. Maybe its slow going at times, but if 
more and more people get out of that rut, this church can gain momentum, and who knows the limits to how 
far God will take us.  
 
 
 
 

Justin & Jennifer Cherry 
Auckland, New Zealand 
 

My name is Justin, this is my family and New Zealand is our 
mission calling. My wife is Jennifer and we have been married 
for 21 years. We have a daughter named Rylee (15) and two 
sons named Gavin (12) and Zane (7). Jennifer is creative and 
has a gift for hospitality. Rylee is our artsy girl who loves 
drawing, writing stories and has found a new talent and 
passion in architectural design. Gavin is our athlete. Although 
he loves all sports, basketball is his major passion. Zane is our 
little energizer bunny. From the time he gets up till the time 
he crashes at night he is full on. We love our little family and 
are excited to be growing up together in Auckland. We were 
part of a team of three families that planted Discover Church 
in Auckland, New Zealand in 2008. We have been in this 
country, we call home, for almost 13 years. Our love for the 

South Pacific started when we participated in the HUA program with Harding University in 1998. We have laid deep 
roots in this country and feel we fit right in this culture. We know this is where God wants us. 
 
Overview of Discover Church  
The best way to describe our work in New Zealand is to see us as a gathered and scattered movement. We believe in 
giving our best in all areas of our ministry. A lot of time and effort goes into our Sunday missional group services and 
other programs so that people feel comfortable and find themselves in a safe environment to hear the message of Jesus 
Christ. But just as important we believe in activating believers to go out into their communities and be Jesus in every 



aspect of their lives. Jesus’ life was all about pointing people to the Father and showing them the way by following him. 
We strive to do the same. We provide outreach areas for people to find God, such as, our food bank The NorWest Care 
Trust, our project to under-resourced families called The Back2School Project, or our teen program called Chocolate 
Socks. But we ultimately feel it is deep relationships that will draw people to Christ. We do this by having people 
constantly in our homes for a meal or through our weekly lunch catch ups called DC3s.  
 
The purpose of this mission is to bring Jesus into every aspect of our daily lives. To move at the speed of life helping 
people find their way back to God, becoming followers of Jesus who journey in helping others follower Jesus as well. To 
create safe places for people to find God, build relationships and restore community.  
 
We planted a church to help people find their true identity that is found in Jesus Christ and to grow in their likeness of 
him. It is our goal to see healthy national leaders created to guide New Zealand into the next stage of building a 
discipling culture. 
 
Stories of Hope 
Love Your Neighbor  
This year has been hard for many. When COVID went into full force throughout the world, New Zealand made the choice 
to lockdown tight for 4 weeks, which turned into 8 weeks. During this time all we were allowed to do is go to grocery 
stores and walks, unless you were an essential worker. This caused many to struggle with anxiety, depression and 
loneliness. What I saw happen from the members of Discover Church was so Christ-like and beautiful. We have spent 
years teaching that one of the most effective things we can do in the name of Jesus is love our neighbors. Over the years 
we began to imagine what if Jesus meant your actual neighbors. During this lockdown we heard story after story from 
people who had decided to bless their neighbors in different ways. Some made them dinner or ran to the grocery store 
for them. Some organized little spaced out block parties, where everyone stayed in their drive but talked. Others talked 
about having dinner with their neighbors, one on their deck and the other family in their driveway, to maintain social 
distancing. These actions led to many conversations about how God is with us even in the darkness and it is his people 
he is using to show the community the light. These small acts of kindness have led into some deep friendships, which 
have also led into the name of Jesus being talked about more and the journey to a relationship with him has begun.  
 
Waiting Patiently For God  
Another area of hope has been around the school our children attend. We have spent many years ministering to this 
school, even though the leadership team was very against any sort of religious communication happening within the 
school. We simply loved people, listened and served. Due to a specific and tragic event, the school reached out for me to 
do some grief counseling for the leadership team, faculty, students and their families. God opened up a door we never 
could have imagined walking through. I now have a deep relationship with the school, have been able to openly talk 
with the leadership team, faculty, students and their families about Jesus. The school has been using me more to help 
with leadership organizational structures and I use much of the principles Jesus taught when doing my workshops with 
them. For all the times we felt like giving up, God showed us that he had plans for his amazing creation and all he asked 
of us was to be patient and trust. Faith and God’s power make an awesome combination.  
 
Leadership Development  
The area of leadership development within the Church is one that has always been a challenge in New Zealand culture. 
An area that God has been moving within our Church is in those willing to stand up and lead. When we think about our 
members, majority area still new Christians or journeying toward God. We have a few people who have been Christians 
for more than 10 years, but that is the few. We have been spending time individually and in small groups equipping the 
members for acts of service and leadership development. Seeing God unleash our members’ talents to become leaders 
in different areas of our Church has been a faith testament to behold. We have begun the process for the potential of 
deacons and even have a member in mind to potentially become an elder soon. This is something we have been praying 
about for a long time and to see it happen is so exciting. 
 
 
 
 



AFRICA MADE IN THE STREETS 
NAIROBI, KENYA 
 

 

Like many of you, we are prayerfully navigating the 
current COVID-19 global pandemic and learning to 
operate in a “new normal.”  We hope and pray that this 
finds each of you safe and healthy.  We were faced with 
changes and disruptions that led to the cancellation and 
postponement of many trips and events scheduled during 
2020.  The MITS team in the US and in Kenya has been 
monitoring the virus outbreak and working thoughtfully 
to address current and future challenges – and determine 
the best paths forward. 
 
Here’s an update on the current situation at Made in the 
Streets in Kenya – 
 

 The majority of actives cases are in Nairobi and Mombasa.  The government is taking serious action and putting 
in steps to control the spread of COVID-19. 

 Staff and students have been manufacturing protective facemasks, which have been distributed to all students 
and staff at MITS, as well as some members of the community in Kamulu. 

 Sunday worship service at Kamulu Church is being broadcast on Facebook Live. 

 School has been suspended nationwide, and just since the beginning of the year, some of our programs have 
begun to reopen.  Students are returning in limited numbers to their classrooms and the Learning Center, and 
meeting for chapel each day in smaller groups. 

 Although other boarding schools across Kenya shut down and sent their students home, MITS students don’t 
have this option.  All students enrolled at MITS are being completely cared for on our campus.  Team members 
are buying food and supplies once a week, and contingency plans are in place to ensure adequate food and 
supplies for our students. 

 MITS final year students in Kamulu were able to graduate on December 5! 

 We had an intake of 34 girls off the streets into our residential program at the beginning of 2021! 

 The Eastleigh Center has reopened and is feeding street kids daily.  The number of street kids seeking food and 
care continues to grow during the pandemic and connected economic crisis.  

 All team members in Kenya and the students in Kamulu are safe, and no cases of COVID-19 have been reported 
in Kamulu. 

 
To our partners at Legacy, 
There are still many unknowns at this time.  Dealing with change and navigating these unknowns is tough, but we feel 
optimistic and ready to keep the students and staff at MITS healthy and well – which is our number one priority.  We 
covet your prayers and appreciate your continued support.  We have a great global family of MITS partners and a great 
hope in the One who guides our path.  As we say often at MITS, “God is Good…All the Time.” 

 
Thank you for your continued prayers and support for MADE IN THE STREETS.  And thank you for showing and 
sharing the love of God to street kids! 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Kent & Amber Brantly    

Mukinge Missions Hospital 
Mukinge, Zambia 
 

Dr. Kent & Amber Brantly, along with their children Ruby 
(11) and Stephen (10), returned to the medical mission 
field in December 2019.  They are serving at the Mukinge 
Missions Hospital in Zambia.   
 
COVID-19: I can imagine most of you are tired of hearing 
about it. This pandemic has affected every aspect of 
society, from church and school gatherings, to the way 
business is done (or not done), to grocery shopping, to 
travel, to the way you greet your neighbor. And that’s just 
here in Zambia! It’s hard for us to imagine what many of 
you are facing in your corners of the world. We know 
some of you have been affected personally by the illness, 
and some have suffered with loved ones who have been 

infected, and all of you have been impacted in numerous ways by the public health measures being employed around the 
world to help slow the spread of the coronavirus and mitigate the risks to those most susceptible to harm. Thank you for 
doing your part to protect the most vulnerable among us! We know that caring for the vulnerable and the weak is at the 
center of God’s heart: 

 He will rescue the poor when they cry to him; 
 he will help the oppressed, who have no one to defend them. 

He feels pity for the weak and the needy, 
 and he will rescue them. 

He will redeem them from oppression and violence, 
 for their lives are precious to him. 

- Psalm 72:12-14 (NLT) 
Here in North-Western Province, Zambia - aside from some social distancing, cancellation of gatherings, and travel 
restrictions - life up till now has continued with many of the familiar routines. I (Kent) still get up every morning and go to 
work at the hospital. Amber still does everything imaginable to keep our household functioning and our family fed - 
everything from administering our pets’ vaccines, to cooking a roast in the dutch oven over the fire in the back yard. And 
our children still carry out their daily school routine with Ms. Stone, sitting around the table on the screened-in porch at 
the back of the house.  
 
My work in the hospital has been busy. My 
main responsibility during normal work 
hours is to manage the patients on our 
maternity ward. Most of the normal 
deliveries are carried out by our great staff 
of nurses and midwives, and we work 
together very closely to take care of all of 
the antenatal (still pregnant) and 
postpartum/post-op moms and babies. 
Initially our nursery/NICU was also under 
my purview, but thankfully, since we have 
been so busy, one of my colleagues, Dr. 
Missy, has been covering that service. You see, despite our successful efforts to decrease the patient census in the rest of 
the hospital in the face of COVID-19, there is just no way to slow down the flow of patients into the maternity ward. It’s 
like trying to stop the waves in the ocean - they just keep coming. Last week alone, we had 49 deliveries, including 15 C-
sections. And our C-section patients routinely remain in the hospital for 7 days after their delivery. So you can imagine 
how it is that our ward has remained at near capacity for the last few weeks. Would you pray for these mothers and their 



babies, those born and those not yet born? Would you pray for their well-being and safety as they walk the long journey 
of pregnancy and childbirth? Would you pray for our staff of nurses and midwives who work tirelessly to care for the 
mothers and babies of the many communities surrounding Mukinge Mission Hospital? And would you pray that as we 
care for these women and children, that they would encounter the living Christ and experience his grace and mercy and 
comfort during their time under our care? 
 
Our daily routines, however, continue to change as COVID-19 cases moved into our province. This means even fewer 
interactions with our teammates outside the hospital. The kids can no longer play with our neighbors. And visits to the 
vegetable market are to be well-planned, brief, and infrequent. One routine that we have developed during this time of 
social distancing will continue. We have enjoyed the new normal of worshiping at home together as a family, with 
communion, followed by Sunday Brunch and a family game.  This is one change we may hold onto for a while.  
 
Thank you for partnering with us to care for the poor, to have compassion on people in need, and to participate in the 
coming of the Kingdom here on earth.  
 
 
Story of Hope 
 
Her true diagnosis would be easy to miss. It looked so similar to a much more common problem. A woman is thousands 
of times more likely to present to the hospital with a miscarriage than she is to show up with choriocarcinoma - a type of 
cancer in the uterus. But she just happened to seek care at Mukinge while we had a visiting specialist who caught the 
subtle signs and made the right diagnosis. Unfortunately, we did not have the medication needed to treat her condition. 
So our patient was discharged from the hospital without treatment, in 
hopes that we could find the necessary medication.  
 
Our visiting obstetrician-gynecologist was able to get the medication 
delivered to a surgeon who would be coming out in a few weeks. Our 
patient just happened to return to the hospital three weeks later, two 
days before that medication would arrive on a small mission flight 
bringing the surgeon to Mukinge. This gave us the opportunity not only 
to administer the first dose of her weekly chemotherapy regimen, but 
also to explain her condition to her all over again. And to learn more of 
her story - she is her husband's third wife. Not consecutive; 
simultaneous. And it gave us the opportunity to pray with her.  
 
She will continue to come to our hospital on a weekly basis for the next 
4 or 5 months until her treatment is complete. We are praying for 
complete healing and eradication of the cancer from her body. We are 
praying that her weekly visits have an impact on her physical health, as well as making an impact on her spiritual health in 
her journey towards Jesus. 
 
God has given us a calling to serve the poor, to have compassion on people in need, and to participate in the coming of 
His Kingdom on this earth. Every day at Mukinge Mission Hospital, you help us live into that calling. In this season of 
Thanksgiving, we are thankful for YOU and your partnership in the Gospel. May you seek first the Kingdom of God above 
all else wherever you are today, trusting that the Lord will provide everything you need. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mark & Debbie Hooper 
Co-Director, Bengal Initiative 

to 
 

Legacy partners with Mission Resource Network in the 
work of Mark and Debbie Hooper in Asia. Mark is co-
director of the Bengal Initiative at MRN. This initiative 
focuses on the Hindu and Buddhist unreached people 
groups in India and SE Asia around the Bay of Bengal. 
These areas are less than 3% Christian and have been 
resistant to the Gospel for centuries. Yet, God is moving in 
this region. 
 
Mark mentors and coaches leaders in the Bengal Initiative 
to make disciple making teams that will multiply in the 
unreached areas. He specifically works toward this by 
partnering with four leaders in the area: Prashanth 
(Bangalore), Joel (Kakinada), Paresh (Calcutta), and Kyle 
(Phnom Penh). These men are developing prayer 
networks and disciple making teams for their regions. Join 

them in prayer for the unreached people in Hindu and Buddhist religions. Pray for God to raise up leaders who will make 
disciples that make other disciples, and that churches will be planted among people who are yet to know of the Lordship 
of Jesus, so that they will honor the God of Creation and Redemption. 
 
Stories of Hope 
This story came to me from Paresh, whom I am mentoring to do disciple making in Calcutta, India. 
Mark Hooper 
 
“I Will Not Go Back Into Prostitution” 
 
My name is Jharna and I was born and brought up in a Hindu family in a small village in the South 24 Parganas District of 
West Bengal, India. I got married at a very young age and I have two kids. My husband didn’t have a job, so I had to find 
a job to support my family. My family situation was so bad that I got involved in prostitution and my husband, too, 
encouraged me with it. But deep down inside, I always felt dirty. 
 
Beginning of this year before the virus lockdown, brother Paresh and his wife Arnika came to me and spoke about Jesus 
and shared with me about the prostitute woman in the Bible who Jesus saved, and how he loves me and cares for me. I 
had been praying and worshiping to the family idols from my childhood, but I never heard that any one of these gods 
would die for me. 
 
When I learned that Jesus died for my sins, I repented and gave my life to the Lord and from then on God has taken care 
of my family. God provided me with another job, and I have made a commitment that no matter what happens to me I 
will not go back into prostitution. 
 
I thank God for giving me this new life and I am sharing Jesus with other ladies that they would also turn to Him and give 
up worshipping those deaf and dumb idols. I praise God also that my husband has become a POP (person of peace) as in 
Luke 10:6; please pray for his spiritual growth. 
 

ASIA 



We’ve lived in this area for five years. Three years ago, opposite to us a building was constructed. We saw a lot of people 
going in and out of the building and later realized it was a brothel. We were afraid and alarmed and didn’t know what to 
do. 
 
In our group, we discussed this and prayed and were reminded to love our neighbors as ourselves. We committed to 
praying for our neighbors and specifically for the situation next door. All of a sudden, two weeks ago, I saw the police in 
the building and asked the owner, “What happened here? Everything going on here stopped. It was simply the grace of 
God.” 
 
Now everything is normal, and we are regularly learning Scripture and Bible stories. I am also going to take the Holy Dip 
(water baptism) with my husband and 3 other families. Please keep us in your prayers for our new journey with Jesus 
Christ. We are going to run a coal supplier business for the sustainability of the family. 
 
Praise God for His grace! 
Jharna 
 
 
From Paresh, whom I am mentoring and coaching in Calcutta, India… (Mark) 
 
One of our house church leaders, named Manik Sarkar, was doing his daily prayer walk and distributing food among 
jobless people. As he gave food out that day, along with an explanation of the Gospel and God’s love, 17 families knelt 
down at once and prayed to thank God for the food and to receive the message of Christ. And that was 1 story about 1 
house church leader Manik Sarkar on 1 day. Imagine what God is doing through the many, many others that were 
equipped and empowered to serve in this time of need. God is shining brightly through your current and future support 
of Transform East Alliance mission network. 
 
But the really exciting part is what God has in store for us on 2020 - 2021. God willing, we will be training and equipping 
more than 1500 ordinary and house church leaders AND we will do module of disciple making movement with income 
generation, sustainability strategy and focus on community transformation, living out the Gospel every day and in all 
aspects of our life in UPGs. Each of the 1500 ordinary and house church leaders will also be developing detailed ministry 
plans that will help them develop a BIG vision for what God has for their lives. Each leader typically ministers to 30 - 50 
people on a regular basis in different UPGs groups, and the math is staggering regarding lives touched with the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ through 2020 - 2021’s ministry work — 5000  lives touched with God’s love and hope. 
 
I'm happy to inform you that, we TEA members are continuing praying and give out emergency food packages aid to 
suffering people. God has heard our prayers and released some assistance through you and kept them safe! Thank 
you!!!  
 
 
A story…. 
Brother Rabindra Besra is our regional Leader in state of West Bengal, recently led a relief campaign. The lock down in all 
over state and country including his district Medinipur and has taken a horrendous toll on many lives. On this particular 
day, Brother Rabindra went to a group of people who work together in a coal factory to assist 45 families with food 
rations.  
 
As he delivered the food to a group of coal factory workers struggling to buy food, in part due to spiking food prices, the 
owner of the coal factory took notice. His heart was moved so much that as he heard brother Rabindra share the Gospel, 
he gave his life to Christ. Not only did the coal factory owner become a believer but his wife and son did as well. 
Additionally, three of his employees also gave their lives to Christ. The owner told to brother Rabindra that he credits his 
heart change to the act of charity Rabindra displayed to people he had no responsibility to help.  
 
Serving others, providing food, giving a cup of water, or meeting whatever need someone has that you have the ability 
to meet is powerful.  



Kyle & Rebecca Hooper 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia 

 
 
 
Since 2015, the Hoopers have lived and worked in Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia. They focus on developing relationships with persons of 
peace, as well as cultivating a culture of disciple making in existing 
communities. Kyle has worked as a chaplain and English teacher for 
a mission school outside of the city, as well as a consultant and 
assistant to the director for the Shelter of Peace dormitory in 
Phnom Penh. Rebecca currently teaches first grade at Northbridge 
International School Cambodia, where their children, Emma Skye 
(1st grade) and Korban (preschool), attend as students. 
 
 
 

Stories of Hope – 
The past year saw many hardships due to the effects of the pandemic. The schools and dormitory we are affiliated with 
were forced to close for the majority of the year. However, God has been faithful and provided us many reasons to place 
our hope in what He is doing in Cambodia.  
 
Hope for the Shelter of Peace dormitory: The director of the dorm, Bunhak, has faced considerable obstacles this year. 
With the closure of schools, organizations, and businesses, the dorm students had to return to their homes in the 
countryside. The dorm lost significant financial support due to the hardship faced by many donors. This came at a critical 
time in the plans for the dormitory—causing everything to be put on hold. However, this also gave Kyle and Bunhak the 
unique opportunity to spend a significant amount of time in reflection, prayer, and discerning God’s calling for the 
dorm—sometimes meeting 4-5 days a week. This shift from evangelism to pastoral care significantly strengthened our 
relationship with Bunhak and his family. 
 
The dorm had to close entirely and move out of the previous rental property. However, a new property was found in 
December, and some students have returned in January, as we seek to move forward with a new vision—cultivating an 
environment for these young adults to be discipled and gain the skills and experience to disciple others in their 
communities of influence.  
 
Kyle no longer works with the Peace school as an English teacher, since the school moved to online learning in 2020. He 
still assists from time to time, but is now able to focus more specifically on the students in the dormitory. We are excited 
to see what God reveals in the near future as more students will be coming to the dorm, and we will begin to expand on 
what can be done. With students coming from many parts of Cambodia, we’re hopeful that they will grow in their zeal 
to follow Jesus, and, in turn, multiply disciples throughout the country. 
 

Tree of Life Program 
Arapal Christian Camp 
Cebu, Republic of the Philippines 
 
The Tree of Life (TOL) program is located at the Arapal 
Christian Camp on the northern end of the island of 
Cebu in the Philippines.  Arapal is about 10 miles from 
the nearest small city.  The Arapal Christian Camp has 
become a viable commercial venture, processing organic 
meat, fruits, and vegetables, and is recognized by the 
government of the Philippines and neighboring countries as leaders in the field.  There is a commercial hotel on the 



property and tours and classes are offered to Asian neighbors interested in seeing and learning how to grow and process 
foods organically. 
 
Many families on the northern end of Cebu live in near-poverty, jobs are few, and children are routinely taken out of 
school at an early age to help support the family.  The Tree of Life program is intended to keep Philippine children in 
school through high school.  For many years, it encompassed 100 children.  However, last year the decision was made to 
sunset the program naturally as children either graduated, moved, or left the program for other reasons.  At the end of 
2020, approximately 80 children remain in the program.  They range in age from about 8 to 17. 
 
Seminars are held on Saturdays to tutor the children in their basic subjects.  Bible classes are taught and the children are 
urged to attend worship services on Sunday and to bring their parents.  There have been a substantial number of 

converts over the years through this effort.  Seminar teachers are young 
Christian men and women living either at Arapal or in the local area.  There are 
currently 4 degreed tutors.  Children in the program live as far as 10 miles from 
Arapal.  Several currently live with Dodong and Gemma Carbales at Arapal.  
Dodong is the minister at the Arapal Church of Christ, and Gemma is the TOL 
administrator.  Gemma monitors the grades of all of the TOL children to ensure 
they are maintaining their grades.  It is satisfying that a large number of TOL 
children are in the top of their classes.  Parties are held several times a year to 
celebrate holidays and the birthdays of the children.  Additionally, on the last 
Saturday of each month, rice and vegetables are given to each child to assist the 
family’s needs. 

 
Three years ago, it became apparent that facilities at Arapal were 
not appropriate.  There was no church building, simply a large tarp-
covered area for a church that has over 200 members.  The roads 
into Arapal from both sides of the island were in such a poor state 
of repair that a speed of 10 mph was often unsustainable and the 
roads washed out during heavy rains.  An effort was successfully 
undertaken to build a multi-use building at Arapal.  February, 2019 
was the grand opening and dedication of the building, which serves 
as a church building, community center, and facility for the TOL 
program.  Pews were sent by the church in Edmonton, Canada.  
Most of the cost was absorbed by the Legacy church.  The Arapal 
church had a church-building fund for 3 years which paid for 10% 
of the cost.  Recently, an outdoor kitchen facility and deck was added after a generous contribution by his wife, Bonny, 
in memory of Doug Strickland.  It will be completed by March, 2021.  The Philippine government has now rebuilt the 
road from Arapal to both sides of the island, a huge improvement to travel. 
 
The pandemic has been handled well by the Philippine government but has resulted in great losses of jobs, closure of 
schools, and restrictions in travel, among other things.  Children are attending schools online, and TOL seminars must 
now be conducted in small groups, which has altered and lengthened the work schedules.  More effort has been made 
to feed families of the children since many of their parents have lost their jobs.  The church still meets, but observes the 
necessities imposed by the government. 
 
Tree of Life is managed by a member of the Legacy missions committee.  Support has been raised from a number of 
Legacy members and from Legacy Missions. The result of Legacy involvement at this site and in this program has been 
significant.  There are nearly a million residents within 15-20 miles of Arapal and they all recognize the presence of the 
Church of Christ.  The church is growing and is a major influence in the local area.  The facilities at Arapal are utilized by 
various groups in the area and Arapal’s willingness to assist in local activities is known and appreciated.  The church at 
Arapal is self-sustaining and there are dozens of visitors weekly. 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Brandon & Katie Price       
Kyiv, Ukraine 

 
 
We are Brandon, Katie, and Justus Price. We live and work in the beautiful 
nation of Ukraine. We worked for eight years in the eastern city of Kharkov, 
but since the summer of 2019 we have been in Kyiv, the capital city. Brandon 
serves as the director of the Ukrainian Bible Institute (UBI) where he is 
teaching and leading the school in its 24th year. 
 
We are also members of a growing congregation which meets at the school. 
Brandon takes part in the men's ministries, and Katie is actively involved with 
the ladies. Katie also teaches a children's English class. Our son, Justus, is four 
and brings joy to both the church and the institute. Justus' Russian is 
improving by the second, and the other day he confidently proclaimed that he 
speaks Russian better than we do. (Which isn't true yet, but it will be soon!) 
 
Story of Hope 
Brandon's primary ministry is leading the Bible institute. This year proved to 
be quite a challenge as the school had to constantly change and adapt to what 
was happening in the world. The sudden shift to distance learning at the end 
of our spring semester required a lot of coordination among the staff and a lot 

of patience among the students, but thankfully the transition happened smoothly. 
 
UBI relies on visiting teachers from the States, but none of them were able to come over this last year. Thankfully, all of 
them were willing to wake up extra early (some as early as 3:45am!) in order to teach their classes over Zoom. It was a 
blessing to see so many people come together in order to ensure that the ministry of UBI continues no matter what 
limitations we face. 
 
One of the many blessings of working with UBI is being involved with so many different people from so many walks of 
life. Our student body this year includes a recent high school graduate as well as a grandmother. We have a student who 
has been preaching for years and one who was released from prison not long ago. They all come together to study God's 
word and gain ministry skills in order to become healthy leaders in the church in Ukraine. 
 
One student, Vanya (the one who recently graduated high school), encourages us and gives us hope in a special way. 
Legacy was a partner in the work in Kharkov, Ukraine from the very beginning when it sent David and Olivia Nelson in 
2008. Legacy later helped the Hindman family, then us, and now supports a Ukrainian family to minister to the church. 
Vanya is from that congregation. 
 
Vanya was baptized just six months ago and is excited to learn and grow in his faith. He has come to Kyiv to train in 
ministry with the hope to return to Kharkov and serve as a youth minister in his own congregation. His mother and 
younger brother with special needs have been taken in by the congregation. We rejoiced when, just a few months after 
Vanya's baptism, his own mother was also baptized in Christ. 
 
While he is studying with us in Kyiv, Vanya is also leading online Bible studies with friends back in Kharkov. He travels 
home during the breaks and continues to encourage the church as he is able. Lord willing, after his graduation from UBI, 
he will return to Kharkov and serve as a more mature and influential leader in the church. And all this happened in large 
part because in 2008 the Legacy church sent a young couple to Ukraine to plant a new congregation. 
 
We praise God that the work in Kharkov continues to bear fruit, and that we can continue to be involved through our 
new ministry with the Ukrainian Bible Institute. Praise God for his amazing providence! 
 

 

EUROPE 





Bogdan and Olya Bagdasarov 
Kharkov, Ukraine 
 

We are Bogdan and Olga Bagdasarov. We serve the Church of 
Christ in Kharkov, Ukraine in any way we can. We visit 
children's hospices, hospitals. We are out on the street 
distributed Christian literature, telling the people of the city 
about Christ. We visit orphanages and are heavily involved in 
prison ministry. All this is in addition to our regular preaching 
and teaching in the congregation. 
 
Stories of Hope   
Women’s Ministry 
When we moved to Kharkov in 2018, God put the desire in 
our hearts to create some kind of online women’s ministry, 
but understood that God has His own time for everything. So 
at that time we started the women’s ministry and assembled 
in our building as usual. When the quarantine began in the 
spring and we were no longer allowed to meet together 
anymore, we were very frustrated and missed our fellowship. 

Then God reminded us about online ministry for women. We weren't sure how it was something that would happen 
among our particular ladies; we wondered if there would be any interest at all. We prayed about it, and despite our 
doubts we moved forward and held our first meeting online. 
 
The other sisters in the congregation were very supportive and started actively participating. We spend time in prayer 
and we hear about each other's needs. We then started inviting sisters from other cities to teach the ladies’ classes 
online. We were overjoyed that the Lord turned our online women's Bible class into a nation-wide event (and 
sometimes includes some from other countries too). We praise God for the opportunity to share and enjoy our hope 
even during such difficult times. 
 
Story of Hope #2 
Bible Studies 
During the quarantine we weren't allowed to visit the prison and teach our normal lessons for our brethren there. Our 
fellowship was limited to short phone calls and email, meanwhile we continued to pray that we'd be able to being our 
Bible studies again soon. 
 
For three months we asked the administration for permission to lead classes online and for three months we got no 
answer. And then a miracle happened, we received a phone call from one of the prison staff saying we had the 
permission to start our online classes at the prison! 
 
Then about three months ago, we met a man outside the church 
building. He looked bad, had been beaten up and needed help. As 
we talked with him, we realized we recognized him. He had been 
in prison and attended our Bible classes, but after his release 
hadn't come to our church. But now that he had shown up and 
asked for help, our whole congregation responded and was eager 
to help him. We bought him food, medicine, and helped with 
clothes and some space heaters. 
 
One day he asked us to help a family that he knew. They were in 
need of a stroller. We told the family to come to the assembly on 
Sunday, and that's how we met Sasha and Larissa and their three 
children! 



 
The father of the family does not have a full-time job because of the quarantine, but his family needs the money. We 
helped them get the stroller they needed. They are really going through hard times. We visit them in their home 
frequently and spend a lot of time talking. The whole family tries to attend every service. They always have questions 
about the Bible, and we started a class on baptism with them! 
 
At our last Sunday assembly, Sasha said that he and his family are grateful to God and our congregation.  He said that his 
family had no hope in their lives before and now they have hope for a better life with God! 
 
Story of Hope #3 
Special Needs School 
 
During the last days of 2020 we visited a special college where 
orphans and disabled children study! We met with the teens and 
the director and we offered to hold Bible Study for them once a 
week! To our surprise, we got permission! This is a new 
opportunity for us to serve Jesus!    
      
 

Nathan & Michelle Weber 
Athens, Greece 

 
We are Nathan and Michelle Weber and we’ve lived in Athens, Greece 
since August 2018. We live there with our border collie, Evie, and are 
expecting a baby boy in March! 
 
We work primarily with refugees from the Middle East and North Africa 
who are now residing in Greece. As many families and individuals leave 
behind war-torn or oppressed nations, they enter Europe through 
Greece—some with plans to stay in Greece, while others have hopes of 
seeking asylum elsewhere in Europe. Whether they find themselves in 
Athens or Thessaloniki for 6 months or 2 years, the Lord is moving 
among these people groups who are not only on a physical journey but 
a spiritual one as well. Our prayer is to come alongside those in whom 
He is working and empower them to be disciple makers within their 
own people groups and communities. As many move on in their 
physical journey, a natural sending occurs with more of the Gospel 
being spread into the region. 
 

Story of Hope 
For the past two and a half years our team has been prayer walking around specific areas and neighborhoods in the city center 
where many refugees live and congregate. One of these areas where we focused the most prayer is in and around Victoria 
Square, a neighborhood known for being a place where drugs, human trafficking, homelessness, and violence occur. 
 
An Iranian brother our team has been spending time with was curious about this prayer walking we were doing, so we invited 
him to join us. He took to it quickly, praying for the people in the area and obeying the prompting of the Spirit to speak with 
certain individuals or give them food. He was so impacted by these interactions and viewed it all as such a natural thing to do 
as believers in this city that he has joined us every time we’ve met since then, be it in person or via Zoom, and has even begun 
to think of how he might facilitate prayer walking at a separate time with people from his community. 
 
This along with a few other instances of our prayers being answered in this area in Athens are the beginnings of fruit and 
glimpses of hope in such a dark place. We believe in prayer and see it as our primary role in this city. Through prayer we see 
people encountering Jesus and being transformed, and when people are transformed communities are transformed. Simply 
put, we see hope in Victoria because we see God answering prayers and giving hope to those that seek Him. 



The Bible.  We Want Everyone To Get It. 
Since 1961, EEM has been providing Bibles to people in Eastern European countries in 
their languages.  What began as a perilous leap of faith through The Iron Curtain by a 
small but brave group of missionaries, gradually unveiled itself to be part of God’s 
amazing plan to provide Bibles and Bible-related materials in over 20 languages to 30 
nations – free of charge. 
 

Over 4.5 million public school students in Ukraine and 100,000 Muslim refugees have received God’s Word and the 
numbers are still growing!  As followers of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, we at EEM share God’s Word with the 
people of Eastern Europe and beyond, seeking to educate and inspire God’s servants everywhere to partner with us in 
His ministry. 
 
EEM’s faithful commitment to its prayer-centered and God-directed mission has sprouted long-term relationships with a 
multitude of ministry partners, which include local churches, campaign groups, youth camps, public schools and 
universities, public libraries, hospitals, prisons and orphanages. 
 
Partnership is at the heart of everything we do at EEM.  Both financial partners and distribution partners are vital 
components of our efforts to get Bibles into the hands of people in Eastern Europe.  Whether it’s partnership through 
sharing personal resources or collaboration through global distribution of our materials, both play essential roles in the 
continuation of providing millions of people access to God’s Word.  We are always overjoyed to year about how God’s 
Word is transforming lives, from better performance and behavior of young students in school, or bringing outreach 
activities to the poor in remote villages.   
 
In addition to our work in Eastern Europe, EEM is now providing Bibles in Arabic and Farsi to refugees flooding into 
Europe through Greece and other Central European countries.  God is using the turbulence in the Middle East to open a 
unique window to share the Gospel with people groups who have been enslaved in Islamic influence for generations. 
 
We are thankful Legacy Church of Christ is partnering with us to share the Good News to over a million people each 
year.  Thank you for joining us in the Kingdom ministry that is introducing so many to Jesus Christ and the salvation 
available to all. 
 
Story of Hope 
Estera Pogacnik, EEM’s key contact in Slovenia, shared an amazing story from her church in Nove Mesto, Slovenia, near 
the Croatian border. 
When things started to shut down due to the COVID-19 pandemic in Slovenia, Estera's church decided to spend a week 
in prayer and fasting for Slovenia and all the other countries in the world affected by the pandemic. They also did this to 
discern how they could continue to share the gospel in this new situation. 
 
During one of the meetings, a neighbor called the police. The neighbor was under the impression that religious meetings 
were banned even though, at that point, they were not. The police came to check out what was going on and Estera's 
group leaders, Dennis & Milena Turk, explained what they were doing. They also shared the gospel with the two officers 
and offered each of them a Christian book. One of the officers accepted the book and later called Dennis back and said 
he wanted to give his life to Christ and study the Bible more! 
 
While the police were still at their house, a reporter for an online news organization who happens to live in the 
neighborhood saw the police cars and came to check things out. He thought it was a burglary. He asked them what was 
going on and Dennis and Milena were able to share the gospel with him as he interviewed them. He then published an 
article titled "From the Police to the Blessing" and included the video of Dennis sharing the Gospel with him! 
 
Though times are certainly challenging due to COVID-19, it is encouraging to see how Christians and churches respond 
with faith and try to do what they can to share God’s loving message. 
 

 



Phil & Donna Waldron 
Mission UpReach  
Honduras 
  

It was over 12 years ago now, that Mission UpReach  
(MUR) was formed when Phil and Donna Waldron signed an 
agreement with their overseeing eldership at the time. On 
August 1st, 2008 the Campus View Church of Christ in Athens, 
Georgia agreed to serve as the sponsors for the mission while 
Phil and Donna raised money and began the preparations to 
move their family to Santa Rosa de Copán, Honduras.  
  
It took until June 2009 to complete the preparations for the 
move and to finalize the Waldron’s resident visas. Upon 
arriving in Honduras with their two youngest teenage children 
the Waldron family lived through a military coup that threw 
the country into turmoil for many months. Since that time 

Mission UpReach has grown from Phil and Donna to include 125 Honduran employees and six North American volunteer 
missionaries.   
  
At its heart, Mission UpReach is a disciple making, church planting organization. However, over the years, living and 
working among some of the poorest people in the western hemisphere dictated that the organization become involved 
in a number of humanitarian efforts in addition to its core disciple making activities. To date, MUR has helped to 
establish 26 new congregations and it has trained hundreds of men and women in various intensive programs that 
produce a higher level of Biblical knowledge and better equipped leaders in the local church.   
  
In addition, it has provided over 80,000 medical consults through village medical clinics. And it has taught more than 
10,000 lessons on Biblical values to public elementary school children. In the last few years MUR also established a 
school for deaf adults who previously had no education whatsoever.   
  
The largest “social program” that MUR runs is the Moses Project which is a 120 acre working farm. Up to fifty young 
men from poor families from the region live at the farm while they finish their junior high and high school education. 
They work as interns during 4 hours of their day and also attend Bible class. In the evenings they finish their formal 
junior high and high school classes.  
  
The Legacy church has been partnering with MUR since the early years and has helped MUR become useful in expanding 
the borders of the kingdom in Western Honduras. Phil and Donna Waldron have high praise for the Legacy church and 
express their gratitude whenever possible for the prayers and financial support that they offer.   
  
Stories of Hope  
As the pandemic began in March 2020 Honduras shut down all schools, churches, government offices, restaurants, etc., 
much like the U.S.  Our initial and most concerning shut down was that of our deaf school.  How would we be able to 
continue to educate our deaf students without having face to face access to them?  Our wonderful ESPERO team quickly 
recovered and began conducting classes with the majority of our students via WhatsApp Video, which nearly all of them 
have on their phones.  The limitations resulted in our teachers teaching day and night because they could only have 2-3 
students on the video at once.  It was not an easy solution as connections were inconsistent and being able to get a good 
visual of a student signing was hard.  But they persevered and our students ended up not missing out on this school 
year, unlike thousands of other hearing students across the nation.  In fact, our school was recognized by the education 
leaders on a national level for their perseverance. Our concerns were far greater than just them missing out on 
education, but also included concerns over their isolation since most of them live with family members who do not 
know sign language. This isolation led to an even greater enthusiasm for being in class.  The students showed up 
consistently and on time, even dressed in their school uniforms.  Our church planting team created Bible classes and a 
separate worship for our deaf so that they could continue to grow and develop spiritually in spite of the challenges. We 
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feel so honored at Mission UpReach that we can be God’s tool for meeting the needs of the neglected and forgotten 
through our deaf school.  
  
With donations down in 2020, we have had grave concerns for our ministries and their survival.  Every two weeks when 
it was time to pay salaries, we found ourselves in prayer asking God to provide although it seemed impossible.  There 
hasn’t been any excess, but just like the oil in the widow’s lamp, God has given us just what we needed.  Being able to 
support and continue to employ the 125 families that work with us and serve in western Honduras has brought great 
hope to our team.  Each of them recognizes that God is the One providing.  
  
In November of 2020, Honduras was hit with back to back hurricanes on top of the economic impact of the 
pandemic.  Thousands of families were displaced and without homes, having lost all of their possessions.  Mission 
UpReach, through its generous donors has been able to provide basic needs to hundreds of families. 2021 will hold 
many new opportunities to meet the needs of the poor and oppressed with hope by meeting some of the most basic 
human needs, which not only include food, clothing and medical care, but also the knowledge of a loving heavenly 
Father.    
 

 

Maximo & Daysi Enamorado 
Eduardo & Cindy Gonzales 
Campamento Iglesia de Cristo 
Campamento, Honduras 
 

Máximo Donaldo Enamorado and his wife Daysi have been 
working with the church in Campamento, Honduras, for 7 
years. Daysi is in her third year of studies at the National 
Autonomous University of Honduras for her Bachelor of 
Education degree. We have 4 children - Patrick Joel (18), who 
is studying for his agricultural degree, Andy Josué (12), David 
Enrique, finishing elementary school, and Gabriel Alexander 
who will be entering first grade. We are passionate about 
serving the Kingdom of Christ, and our main goal at 
Campamento is to train leaders who can guide his people 
with God's wisdom in this beautiful town. 
 
 

 
Eduardo Gonzales and his wife Cindy, partner with us in the ministry in 
Campamento, also supported by Legacy, as well as Israel Gálvez, José 
and Mirian Aceituno, and Henry and Luz Obando.  
We thank the Lord infinitely for the team that works together in 
Campamento. 
 
2021 will be a difficult time, but in the name of Christ we will continue 
forward, we will continue to preach the love of Christ.  We especially 
thank the Legacy Church of Christ, who visit us and pray for us, and 
provide financial support to supply many of our needs here at 
Campamento. 
 
 
 



Stories of Hope 
 
In May, Brother Henry once again felt the call of God in his life.  He has gone through many difficulties in his 
life, addiction, and health problems in his family. Henry has seen God work in different ways this year and for 
that he gives thanks. So too we have all seen the brothers in the church, thanking God for his wonders in the 
midst of his church. 
 
Ángel visited us for 6 months until on May 14, he gave his life to Christ. His testimony is that in the midst of his 
poverty God has provided for his family. They live in the mountains and every Sunday they walk 3 hours to 
reach the Church of Christ in La Cano. They are very grateful to the Lord for his love and mercy and praise God 
for it. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Nathan & Sara Zinck 
Niteroi, Brazil 

 
Sara and I moved to Niterói, Brazil almost 12 years 
ago as newlyweds.  Since then we have added 
Samuel, 7 years old, and Elizabeth, 5 years old, to the 
mix.  Both kids were in school (2nd grade and Pre-K 4, 
respectively) when the pandemic hit, so our big family 
transition this year was moving both children to video 
classes and hybrid homeschooling.  Thankfully both 
kids really enjoyed staying home, although the daily 
video classes on Zoom were not a favorite.  In 2021 
we will transition to traditional homeschooling, with 
both children being taught at home by Sara.  We have 
enjoyed the extra time we had together as a family 
this year, especially with the kids both at a stage 
when they are growing and changing so fast! 

 
Overview of the work 
The year 2020, even with the surprises, was a great year!  This past year the church in Niterói, Brazil 
celebrated its ten year anniversary.  We were able to celebrate this special occasion prior to the city of Niterói 
entering into quarantine.  It was great to look back and reflect on all God has done as well as look forward and 
anticipate all God will do through this body. 
 
Once the quarantine hit we moved everything online.  It has been different having one on one Bible studies, 
group evangelistic Bible studies, prayer meetings, and small groups over Zoom but at the same time it 
presented some opportunities for more involvement, especially for some members that live farther away from 
the church building. 
 
We had hoped to launch a couples ministry in 2020, but the pandemic hit just a couple of weeks before our 
launch date.  We are hopeful that this year it will happen but we will see how things progress (ideally this 
ministry will begin in-person and not through Zoom). 
 
In mid-September (2020) we were able to return to in-person services but with a limited capacity.  It has been 
great to worship in-person again!  A few of the members really missed being able to meet in-person and it has 
been really encouraging to do this again. 
  
One of the new things we will be doing in 2021 is offering the Crown Financial Course through Zoom.  We 
already have all the slots filled and this group will begin meeting in late February. 
 
Timothy Project 
During 2020 we had two participants in the Timothy Project apprentice program.  Not having many in-person 
actives (except for the in-person worship service that returned in September) really changed their experience.  
They were able to teach one group study for the School of the Bible, they each helped lead a small group (we 
had two online groups), they prepared small group materials, preached, led singing, and did assigned readings 
while participating in a mentoring relationship.  One participant concluded his stay in mid-December, the 
other will continue until the end of 2021, and we just received a new participant that will also be in Niterói 
until the end of 2021.   
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School of the Bible 
As with everything else, we moved School of the Bible (an evangelistic outreach program) online.  We had four 
group classes, all on Zoom.  Zoom definitely allowed us to reach a few people we likely would not have been 
able to reach normally, but we missed the aspects of having this evangelistic outreach in person.  It was harder 
to develop strong personal connections doing this online.  We are prayerful that in 2021 we can continue to 
reach people with the gospel. 
 
Baptisms 
Even with the restrictions of the quarantine we had ten baptisms this year.  All but one of the baptisms that 
occurred in 2020 were the result of studies that began in 2018 or 2019.  There are currently five people who 
have expressed that they are thinking of being baptized.  Please keep these individuals in your prayers (their 
names are in our prayer requests) that they may commit their lives to the Lord. 
 
We are grateful for all God has done and the ways the church has been blessed in 2020 and we anticipate 
what He will do in 2021. 
 
Story of Hope 
Elton and Danielle began studying the Bible with me in April 2019.  Both had lots of questions and both were 
eager to continue to learn.  Elton’s parents were converted by missionaries on my parent’s team in Rio,  and 
for about a years he and I (when I was around eight to ten years old) went to the same church.  So we played 
together and would see each other after that at church area wide events.  For many years Elton did not go to 
church and really was not that interested in church although his parents always encouraged him.  About five 
years ago Elton’s father began dealing with some serious health problems.  Around this time Elton started 
visiting the church with his wife and young son.  When his father passed away a few months later Elton 
decided to get serious about his spiritual walk.  He began coming regularly to services and soon after this I 
asked him if he wanted to study the Bible.  His response was that he was meaning to ask me if I would be 
willing to study with him- it’s great when God brings people together like this.  Elton mentioned that he 
specifically wanted to study with me due to our shared history and that this provided him trust concerning 
what I would teach him.  After studying for eleven months Elton and his wife, Danielle, were baptized March 
of 2020.  It has been great to spend time with this couple and it has been an answer to prayer to see them give 
their lives to the Lord. 
We never know what God will do through our lives and through our relationships.  We can take comfort in 
knowing that there is always hope that people will be reconciled to Him. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Carlos & Lucena Yepes 
Medellin, Columbia 

 
Carlos & Lucena Yepes have been serving the Lord with the Los 
Colores congregation in Medellin since January of 2018, and with 
the financial support of Legacy, they were able to resume full-time 
ministry with the church in early 2020.  Carlos serves as the full-
time minister at Los Colores in addition to teaching, evangelism, 
visitation and benevolence.   
 
Previously, Carlos & Lucena worked as missionaries for eleven years 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Their adult children, Monica (30) and 
Daniel (22) continue to live in Buenos Aires. 
 
By the grace of God we began our work in faith, hope and gratitude, 
and we ask for your prayers for the prosperity of our work. Please 
greet, in our name, each and every member of your congregation 
and express our gratitude for your support and let them know of 
our joy in participating with you in the ministry of the church. 
In Him, Carlos and Lucena 

 
Stories of Hope 
 
Many of our members have not been able to attend all of our weekly services due to long hours of work, 
study, financial reasons and other commitments.  As the pandemic began and we went to virtual services for 
all of our meetings, these brothers and others have been able to participate in our services, studies and 
devotionals, which has contributed to their encouragement and spiritual growth, strengthening their hope in 
the promises of the Lord. 
 
Thanks to the Lord, since the beginning of the pandemic and quarantine in our country, our attendance and 
offerings increased considerably. Through these resources, by God’s grace, we have been able to help 
between 12 and 15 families of our church. Some lost their jobs and others saw it greatly diminished, but 
through the generosity of others, our brothers have been strengthened, not only financially, but also by 
maintaining their hope of being able to get ahead.  
 
We have also had brothers that returned to the fellowship of the Lord and his church, participating in our 
virtual services, and reactivating their faith and hope of salvation in Christ.  
 
During this time of recession and unemployment due to Covid, the providence of the Lord has opened doors 
for employment for some of our members in response to the prayers of the church. The Lord is good, and our 
faith and hope are strengthened as we see his faithful promises fulfilled.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Rob & Denyce Hindman 
Reno, Nevada 
 
 

Rob and Denyce Hindman and children have been in 
Reno/Sparks, Nevada for over five years now.  The Reno area 
is rapidly growing, highly unchurched, has a low 
representation of churches of Christ, and has a growing 
migrant population in need. All of these are opportunities for 
the gospel and for the kingdom of God to grow!  
 
The Hindmans' work in Reno is organized primarily around 
working with a church plant. Their focus is to encourage 
healthy growth, to build up the members in Christ, and to 
facilitate outreach and discipleship efforts. Rob shares in 
preaching, teaching, and worship leading with local brothers. 
The Hindmans are also active in serving the community 
around them through teaching and service projects with the 

church. Part of their ministry to the community includes co-leading a Christian homeschool co-op consisting of 25 
families, where they both teach. 
 
Rob and Denyce have six children: Malachi (15), Silas (13), Ezra (9), Eden (7), Asa (4), and Cephas (2).  They are hoping to 
be able to visit partners this summer, including a visit to Legacy. 
 
Stories of Hope 
"I pray," writes Paul in Ephesians 1:18, "that your hearts will be flooded with light so that you can understand the 
confident hope he has given to those he called—his holy people who are his rich and glorious inheritance." (NLT)  
The story of the church is a story of hope. It is the story of God reconciling His fallen creation back to Himself. These 
ransomed saints are now a living testimony of God's patient faithfulness, of his redemptive power, and of his generous 
provision for his people and the working of His will. 
 
This has been true throughout the millennia since Christ died and rose for us. And, very importantly, it has been just as 
true this year, everywhere that God's people gather around the world. How did all of the uncertainty, anxiety, and 
changing environment of 2020 affect a relatively new, relatively small church plant in Reno, Nevada?  
The story of *this* church is a story of hope. Working with a church plant like ours here in Reno, it only takes one family 
or a handful of individuals being missing for it to feel like there is a gaping hole, which can be discouraging. So as COVID 
fears and restrictions on gatherings came down in March and April, we couldn't help wondering: How well is this church 
going to weather this? Are we going to lose much of the progress we've made? By God's grace (and the flexibility of His 
people), by the second Sunday of lockdown, everyone was on Zoom fellowshiping and worshiping together. And this in  
spite of the fact that we have a significant number of people who are not technologically inclined! 
 
Then as the months dragged on, as we had to cancel outreach and fellowship events that we would otherwise have 
been doing, as we had to adapt to changing regulations and requirements, an encouraging thing happened. The disciples 
in the church here went with the flow. No one faded out of view or lost touch. While going to an all-online format for a 
couple of months was challenging, it also brought a refreshing change of pace in some ways, and in ways it even helped 
people who are more homebound to be more involved than they otherwise could have been. 
 
Later in the year when we were able to resume in-person Sunday gatherings, it was a little bit of a family reunion for 
those who came in person. But at the same time we took the changes and lessons we learned in going online and 
incorporated them into our in-person gatherings. Ever since, we have been blessed to be able to make our gatherings 
flexible enough that people who are there in person and people who are home on Zoom are able to participate together 
and see and hear from one another.  
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Did the Lord's work slow down or get hindered? No - it just took different forms. God provided strength and joy and 
resources. And in the middle of all of that, this church plant sent out its first missionary - a young lady who was one of 
our first members, who is now studying in Adventures In Missions and preparing to go minister in Mexico. The church 
even "sent out" its first converts - a Nicaraguan couple who were the first baptisms after we arrived in 2015, who moved 
to Florida this year. And we ended 2020 on a good note, with the baptism just before Christmas of a young lady with 
whom I've been studying for months. 
 
Yes, the story of this church, the story of this work, is a story of hope. And like all of God's story worldwide, it is a story 
that is still being written now, and in the year to come. And it's being written with help and partnership from you! What 
will God do with 2021 in Reno, Nevada? Let's keep at it and find out! 
 
 
 
 

Jonathan & Britn’y Stein  
Contact Mission Church of Christ 
Tulsa, OK 
 

Jonathan, Brit’ny, Laura, and, coming in June 2021, Anna Jo Stein live in the Tulsa, 
OK area and have deep ties to Legacy. Jonathan and his parents, Howard and 
Sherry, arrived at the congregation when Jonathan was starting 2nd grade, and 
Legacy is a big part of the story that brought him into full time ministry. After 
graduating from Harding and ACU (MDiv), Jonathan moved with Brit’ny from ACU 
to Oklahoma State for her PhD in School Psychology. 
 
Following her program, the Steins moved to Tulsa for a job for Brit’ny, but they 
already knew of the work going on at Contact. On their first Sunday visiting, 
Jonathan knew it was the place for them, and the leaders at Contact soon 
welcomed him onto staff full-time as the Associate Minister in 2017. Now over 
four years in, Jonathan and Brit’ny are still passionate about working with kids and 
adults who are often left behind or overlooked in many areas of life, and they are 
so thankful for the support and love of Legacy and a handful of other wonderful 
congregations that allow Jonathan to minister in and among socio-economically 
populations to share hope and the Good News of Jesus every day. 
 
About Contact 

Contact began in 2000 when faithful servants at the Park Plaza Church of Christ 
asked why a ministry like Impact Houston couldn’t happen in Tulsa? By 2002, 

outreach to local apartment complexes and investing in the lives of people often ignored by most led to buying a building 
dedicated to outreach ministry in West Tulsa to act as a hub for mission and ministry throughout the city. Now two decades 
later, while much of the method has changed over time, the mission still remains - to THINK SOULS, Show Up, and Interrupt 
Lives for the Kingdom! 
 
Mission: Contact Mission Church of Christ serves to make disciples of Jesus Christ by planting seeds of hope and a future 
among youth and families from all walks of life and circumstances. We do this by following Jesus into West Tulsa’s 
apartment complexes, neighborhoods, and public schools to share the Good News and create Kingdom community. As we 
serve, we also train and empower congregations and youth groups across Tulsa and beyond to do the same in their own 
backyards. 
 
Story of Hope  
As I think about the way Contact partnered in sharing the Hope that comes from Christ throughout this past year, the 
two things that really come to mind are our food pantry and Christmas Store. Once we had to begin moving most of our 
ministry online and over the phone back in March, the one thing we knew couldn’t stop was the food pantry. Now, our 



food pantry is a little odd, because no one at Contact runs is! One of the local congregations, Jenks Church, who has 
supported the ministry of Contact since the beginning, totally runs the operation of the food pantry for Contact. I am so 
thankful that these servants did not decide to stop that ministry just as people all around our building were beginning to 
lose jobs and income. 
 
In the first weeks of the pandemic, they invited me to jump in and help, as most serving were in the retiree age group 
and potentially (as we were still learning!) more vulnerable to Covid. I was glad to get the chance to minister to people 
driving up in the cars needing a little food, and I was thankful for the opportunity to pray with each and every one of 
them before they left. It was hard to hear about how many folks were just barely making it week to week, and we were 
so glad to be a source of hope for them as we always had food and a little bit of encouragement. 
 
At the same time, I was starting to send out text messages to people who participated in our 2019 Christmas Store, and 
food was an overwhelming need among those neighbors as well. In addition to the drive up food pantry, a couple of our 
members and staff and I would also deliver food directly to families in need. For some, that was their one point of 
contact with people of faith throughout the pandemic, and we were blessed to share food and hope and prayer and a 
little fellowship right on people’s doorsteps. 
 
Moving forward to Christmas Store 2020, we threw around a lot of ideas for what to do. We knew we couldn’t have 150 
people crammed in the building at once, and we even, for a moment, considered cancelling. But with all the challenges 
we knew families were facing, an opportunity to shop at 75%+ off of retail for their kids and give them free enrollment in 
our 2021 summer camp (we hope!) needed to happen this year, perhaps more than ever. 

 
So, instead of a one day event, we ran a two week long store 
with shopping times and extra distance, and got the chance to 
help parents provide Christmas presents for over 400 kids! I 
ran communication with all the families coming to shop, and 
the number of parents who told me that there would have 
been no Christmas without us was staggering. We know, of 
course, that it’s not about the presents, but most of us don’t 
know what it is to not be able to provide for our kids on 
Christmas morning. My prayer is that, through the Christmas 
Store and through the food pantry, those parents and families 
found some of the Hope of Christ and have an opportunity to 
reflect on how faithful He is even in the midst of struggle, pain, 
and pandemic. 
 


