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Mark and Debbie Hooper serve as mission strategists, coaches, and 
mentors for Asian mission workers. Mark is co-director of the Bengal 
Initiative at Mission Resource Network. The Bengal Initiative seeks to 
catalyze two or more disciple making movements in the Hindu and 
Buddhist regions of South and Southeast Asia around the Bay of Bengal. 
 
Mark and Debbie have two adult children, Kyle and Kris. When their 
children were younger, their family served as disciple makers in India. Kyle 
and Rebecca and their family have served in China and Cambodia, and are 
now transitioning into a new work in Singapore. Kris and Michael and their 
family have served in China, Laos and the United States Navy. Mark and 
Debbie have 4 grandchildren.  Legacy has been privileged to partner with 
Mark Hoopers, the Kyle Hoopers, and the Michael Bowens in their 
ministries for a number of years.  Their generational love for missions and 
Asia is an inspiration to all who know them. 

 

Story of Healing 

Mark mentors and coaches Paresh, a disciple maker in Kolkata, India. He works among unreached Bengali people in 
Eastern India and Bangladesh. Paresh sent this report from a man in Bangladesh.  

My name is Uttam Dhali. I live in Dhaka, Bangladesh. I am married with one daughter and one son, and I am a disciple 
maker of Jesus Christ.  According to Matthew 28:19-20 in which the Lord has given us command to spread his word to 
ends of the world, that is what I am trying to obey and fulfill in my life.  

Bangladesh is a Muslim majority country where 90% of people follow Islam as their religion. There are 10% minority 
people who follow other religions and out of that only 0.03% people follow Jesus. In the beginning when we started 
ministry, to do our work properly and keep our goals straight, we started a ministry and gave it the name “Jesus Loves 
Prayer Team.” We started to reach unreached people through this ministry. At first many people showed interest to 
work with me, but when they saw that they are not getting any worldly benefits from me, one by one they parted ways 
with me. I and my family however kept going forward in our ministry life.  

Personally, I used to work as a harmonium (ed. An Indian version of a reed organ) teacher to make some money to feed 
my family. In 2019 when lockdown started, the number of students that I used to teach also started to decrease, a time 
came when I had to shut down the harmonium classes.  At that time, my family and I had become very despondent. At 
that time, we totally surrendered our lives to Jesus, and we did fasted and prayed.  I told the Lord ‘We do your work, you 
know better how we can work, so please show us a way.’  When we had no hope and we were despondent, I met Simon 
Das through Facebook platform. He introduced us to brother Paresh and the Transform East Alliance disciple making 
network. TEA stood by our side. They partnered with us in ministry work and they also supported us through various 
ways, such as training, funds for Covid-19 food packages, coaching etc.  

We thank and praise God, as he has really made a way to keep working for him and living life for him. I want to thank 
brother Paresh for giving us this opportunity to keep working for the Lord. May the Lord bless us all and may we all keep 
working faithfully for the kingdom of God together.  


