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The 2021 year has come with several challenges for 
our work in Auckland, New Zealand. As a church, we 
have not been able to physically meet all together in 
over a year. This created some distance issues for 
many, as online gatherings were not optimal. It was 
also hard once we were allowed to return to our 
gatherings, as many were still worried about the 
virus and transmission. This caused us to once again 
get creative in how we could reach out, care and 
minister to those in our church and in our wider 
community.  
 
We began first by making sure our complete lessons 
were available in written form for people to read at 
their own time. With those we were ministering to 
we found this more effective than recording video 

messages (which we did from time to time). Next we made sure we were getting with each person in our group for one 
on one care frequently. Further we challenged others to be meeting for dinners, parks, etc. Our online gatherings 
became just about checking in on each other, short discussions about the written lessons and prayer. A very beautiful 
thing happened out of this simplicity. We found that people began sharing these ideas with others and found this 
method of “being Christians” a very doable experience. They have been able to share what they are learning and 
experiencing with their families and friends in more direct ways and feel it is easier to invite other to a smaller dinner 
gathering than when we had our larger gatherings.  
 
A blessing that happened during this time is that, in a time when churches were shutting down in New Zealand due to 
Covid, God brought us more people and opportunities to share our faith in the community. We have been invited by 
other churches in the area to share our experiences of reaching out in faith to minister our neighbors. Schools have 
invited us in to talk about faith, hope and finding peace in times of trial. We have also had individuals, both Christian and 
those searching for faith, join us in ministering to our communities through small acts of kindness, the Food Bank we 
operate (NorWest Care Trust) and the charity we operate (The Back2School Project).  
 
We are still searching for what “church” will look like as New Zealand, particularly Auckland, begins to open up again. 
But we know that simple faith steps and practical action, combined with God’s power and love is the pathway forward 
to Kiwi’s experiencing the presence of Jesus in their lives.  
 
The NorWest Care Trust has had a busy year with the COVID lockdown. At the beginning of our lockdown many of our 
volunteers had to step away for different reasons. This led us to need to lead in managerial duties, as well as, practical 
works. We have spent majority of lockdown organizing packers and drivers for food parcels and working alongside both 
to make sure our clients are well taken care of. During this time we saw an increase in parcels needed, and the scary 
thing was having many middle class families in need of help due to being out of work or simply having trouble making it 
during this time. We averaged 20-30 food parcels a week and were blessed to be able to serve 50 families with 
Christmas hampers over the holidays. Many of these families had anywhere from 5 to 8 children in their household. 
There are so many going without the basic necessities to live and thrive. It was a blessing to be able to serve them in this 
way.  
 
What was great was hearing the stories of volunteers coming back and sharing how they were able to pray for the 
families they delivered parcels to and share their faith about Jesus their Savior. This is not common in New Zealand. But 
these simple acts of kindness opened up a pathway, through love, to share the love and care of Christ to all humanity. 
This is how transformation in New Zealand starts. This is what it looks like. It is not an easy road from seeker to believer. 



But these small acts of faith, prayer and sharing of faith are the beginning points to seeing lives changed because of 
Jesus.  
 
This has also been a big year for The Back2School Project. In a year when we were worried if we would make our budget 
to help under-resourced families in the community, God came through in big ways. Our goal was to help 200 students 
receive backpacks and full stationery to start their 2022 school year. Because of God’s goodness and the generosity of so 
many, we will be helping 300 students this year from 10 schools. This is a 50% increase from last year. That 300 students 
represents a much larger number which includes another 400 to 700 families units, teachers and principals. Each of 
these people are prayed for and hear stories of the goodness and love of Jesus Christ.  
 
Something great happened this year in that a local school teacher asked to partner with our project and he ran 7 
marathons in 7 days. Crazy right! This attracted a lot of attention from the community and he had many people running 
with him daily. Then God took it one step further. This event got news coverage from several of our major news sites. 
Jennifer was interviewed regarding The Back2School Project, what it is and why we do it. This has opened doors with 
many organizations in the community and we are further able to share our faith in God and explain how he is leading us 
into these ways of serving, not by our own worth or power, but by His. 
 
This has equally been a hard year for our family. But in the midst of it all we have seen God working, drawing us closer to 
him and more reliant on his power over our own. Being in lockdown for much of 2021 created interesting routines that 
were hard to manage at times, but it was also a blessing that we do not take for granted. We were able to spend some 
deep quality time with our children that we would not have otherwise been able to do. 
 
This year I had some major health scares. I was laid up for 6 weeks and lost a considerable amount of weight during that 
time. I am doing much better, but still have some lingering side effects I am working through. During this time God 
helped me understand priorities in a different way. I am learning to slow down in certain areas of my life so that I can be 
more present in others.  
 
Jennifer has had an amazing year. First, she took care of our family and me when I was out of commission. She co-lead 
the NorWest Care Trust food bank when things were looking tough and helped get it back to a thriving organization. 
Then in a season where no one thought fundraising for charitable organizations would be possible, she lead the 
Back2School Project to go above and beyond their ability to help the community. Her biggest struggle this year (and we 
all share in it) was how long it has been since seeing family, being able to return to the States and knowing we were 
locked in and no ability to travel. She continues to lead so many women spiritually, meeting on a regular basis with them 
and discipling them to Christ-likeness.  
 
Rylee had an amazing year at school. She excelled in every subject and received several awards and endorsements. Most 
of the year was online and self-guided education. She thrived in this environment. She further discovered her love for 
architectural design and graphic arts. She has been Jennifer’s right hand person at the Back2School Project this year, 
helping with many marketing strategies and designs. She has lead the project in graphic marketing designs this year and 
is working on product designs where the sales will go to support the Back2School Project.  
 
Gavin had a really rough year. This was his last year of intermediate, before starting high school. Not being able to be at 
school and with friends was difficult. On top of that he has been training for two years for a basketball tournament that 
was canceled due to COVID (same happened last year). Then their graduation was canceled and has to be done in a 
much smaller setting. So you could say it wasn’t his best year. But through it all I saw him grow in tenacity and resiliency. 
He has come out on the other end stronger and wiser. He has a goal of playing basketball in University and he likes the 
idea of architecture, basketball shoe design or physical therapy for athletes. All these skills take the traits that he has 
learned over the last year.  
 
Zane, well Zane is Zane. Not much bothers him long term. He did struggle with online home learning. He is at this best 
with his friends and learning in a classroom. But he adapted well eventually and we, as parents, adapted with him. He 
too missed out on his basketball season. They were the reigning champs from last season, so they were looking forward 
to defending that title. He continues to be a big help as we seek to minister to the community.  



It was also a great experience having the kids helping with us at the Food Bank this year, packing parcels to get ready for 
deliveries. They all have hearts of servants and we are thankful for their courage to follow Christ into difficult 
environments. They all want to see people thriving in God’s kingdom and their hearts point them the way.  
 
We are so grateful for our partnership with Legacy and all the love you show us on a daily basis. We feel your prayers 
and appreciate your encouragements. We are hoping we will be able to take our furlough sometime this year and look 
forward to seeing you all then. 
 

Stories of Healing  
Scott has a beautiful and windy journey of faith. The ebbs and flows of this world have caused his faith to doubt, 
question, journey, struggle, experience and grow. It has not always been easy for him. I think often we see faith as a 
coming to age story, where we find Jesus and our journey grows easier. But as many of us know, this is not the case for 
all. The ways of Jesus are hard and following him into this amazing adventure of discipleship can be trying at times. Scott 
has felt this deeply at times. He has had challenges he has had to face and conquer. But seeing where he is now in his 
walk is something to admire.  
 
Scott is not one for talk, he is about action. He struggles when the words of the Church don’t match their walk. Because 
of this he is constantly finding ways to connect and serve. This year he took it upon himself to help a fundraiser that was 
going on in our community, that also benefited The Back2School Project. Watching his faith take flight in this event was 
amazing. He took initiative to care for those in the event. There were tough roads that many of them had to journey, 
which included 7 marathons in 7 days. He stayed beside the main runner who was leading this campaign and 
encouraged him often. He talked about faith, hope and perseverance often. Scotts life is not fully healed. I don’t know if 
it ever will be. I don’t know if any of us ever get that this side of eternity. But what I see is Jesus healing his body from 
the inside out, one step at a time. That is often what healing looks like here in New Zealand. Small faith steps followed 
by more faith steps. Healing of the small things that lead to the healing of the big things, that transform whole lives.  
 
I imagine this is very much like what it looks like for many of you at Legacy and your faith walk, as well as, the walk you 
lead with those you disciple. Lives in New Zealand are changed because of a faith step you all took in supporting 
missionaries, including our family, to be here. Ultimately this is God’s mission, but it is our mission too and because of 
your deep partnership with us, this is your mission as well.  
 

Story About Discover Church  
This has been a year of healing for Discover Church as well. It began with the mourning process of the Peters family 
transitioning to Palmerston North as Elijah because a full-time chaplain in the New Zealand Defense Force. This was a 
hard transition for the church, as well as, the team. We have been working together, serving together, doing life 
together for 13 years. We knew this would be a hard change, but no one was prepared for how hard. But in all things 
God was with us and was present in our mourning. He heard our cries, listened, comforted and healed.  
 
This year we have seen so much growth from our members, as they have stepped up to help fill that void left by the 
Peters family. We are still getting use to these changes, but watching DC discover their own identity apart from their 
leaders is healing. Watching DC members become more reliant on God and less reliant on the leadership team is healing. 
Seeing DC become the church it was always meant to be, not despite these hard changes, but because of them is 
healing. The example everyone at Legacy gives to, not just Texas, but the world helps spur us on in our mission toward 
Christ-likeness and a God-led vision for the future.  
 

Story About Healing In The Community  
As you all may be aware, Discover Church was born out of service to the community. This is one of the things we do well. 
God has led us in these visions of restoration of community and has opened many doors for us in a country where this 
should not be possible or at least harder to accomplish. This year has seen many challenges for the community and for 
churches in the area. Because of COVID, vaccine divisions and boarder restrictions we have seen damage of relationships 
throughout the communities. There has been division inside the churches, between churches and the community, and 
inside the communities. This year people have been hurting, as well, due to being out of work. This has left many 
families (more than those we normally serve) in situations of being under-resourced.  



Being that Discover Church operates two charitable trusts (a food bank and the Back2School Project), we saw an 
opportunity to not only serve but to help heal the community relationships. God led the leadership team to help local 
churches navigate this new world of faith and “being” the church to the world. We navigated with church leaders what it 
could look like for the church to become the hands and feet of Christ in an even more practical way in this new 
pandemic world. What would the community see if they felt the love of Christ in a way that bridges the spiritual power 
of heaven, with the practical needs of this world? What we experienced was the beginning of healing in those 
relationships. It is not complete and will take time, but what we have found is the beginnings of new trust established 
between the community and the God we serve.  
 
We also saw healing through the eyes of practical service to the community. The food bank was able to feed hundreds of 
people. The Back2School Project was able to supply hundreds of students with full backpacks and stationery. We were 
able to pray with and for those we serve. We were able to comfort them and listen to their cries of hardship as we 
served them. We were able to see God heal their hearts as they realized that people do care and that God is for them, 
not against them.  
 
At Legacy Church our family has witnessed your love for each other, for the community and for our God. Your service to 
the world inspires us, encourages us and serves as an example for what we do here in Auckland, New Zealand. Your 
example has helped us see how such a deep relationship with God and reliance on him can heal many relationships in 
this world. 


