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20 After some time, Hannah conceived and gave birth 
to a son. She named him Samuel, because she said, “I 
requested him from the LORD.” ... 24 When she had 
weaned him, she took him with her to Shiloh, as well as a 
three-year-old bull, half a bushel of flour, and a clay jar of 
wine. Though the boy was still young, she took him to the 
LORD’s house at Shiloh. 25 Then they slaughtered the 
bull and brought the boy to Eli. 26 “Please, my lord,” she 
said, “as surely as you live, my lord, I am the woman who 
stood here beside you praying to the LORD. 27 I prayed 
for this boy, and since the LORD gave me what I asked 
him for, 28 I now give the boy to the LORD. For as long 
as he lives, he is given to the LORD.” Then he worshiped 
the LORD there. ... 1 Hannah prayed: My heart rejoices 
in the LORD; my horn is lifted up by the LORD. My 
mouth boasts over my enemies, because I rejoice in your 
salvation. 2 There is no one holy like the LORD. There 
is no one besides you! And there is no rock like our God. 
... 6 The LORD brings death and gives life; he sends 
some down to Sheol, and he raises others up. 7 The 

LORD brings poverty and gives wealth; he humbles and 
he exalts. 8 He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the 
needy from the trash heap. He seats them with noblemen 
and gives them a throne of honor. For the foundations of 
the earth are the LORD’s; he has set the world on them. ... 
15 Samuel lay down until the morning; then he opened 
the doors of the LORD’s house. He was afraid to tell 
Eli the vision, 16 but Eli called him and said, “Samuel, 
my son.” “Here I am,” answered Samuel. 17 “What was 
the message he gave you? ” Eli asked. “Don’t hide it from 
me. May God punish you and do so severely if you hide 
anything from me that he told you.” 18 So Samuel told 
him everything and did not hide anything from him. 
Eli responded, “He is the LORD. Let him do what he 
thinks is good.” 19 Samuel grew, and the LORD was 
with him, and he fulfilled everything Samuel prophesied. 
20 All Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel 
was a confirmed prophet of the LORD. 21 The LORD 
continued to appear in Shiloh, because there he revealed 
himself to Samuel by his word.

Scripture

1 Sam. 1:20,24-28; 
2:1-2,6-8, 3:15-21

Unit .10

Session .01

God Calls 
a Prophet
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How to Use This Study

Intro

His Story

The opening page of each session contains the focal passages of Scripture for 
that lesson. Take a moment to read through these passages before your group 
discussion begins. 

The Christ Connection specifically points out how the biblical passage for that session points to 
Jesus, thus connecting the dots and helping students to understand how the books of the Bible 
fit together. 

There are 99 Essential Doctrines we will see covered over the course of three years. Each session 
will contain an essential doctrine that directly relates to the Bible study material. Knowing these 
doctrines will help you, as a student, to be more grounded in what Christianity teaches and 
celebrates, as well as being better equipped to explain to others what it is you actually believe. 

The In Defense section discusses apologetic issues and questions related to the lesson. The term 
“apologetics” simply refers to the task of defending the faith, or being able to explain why we 
believe what we believe. Thus, this section is designed to bring greater clarity about a specific part 
of the text, answer tough questions raised by skeptics, and to simply help you be able to better 
defend your beliefs to any who may ask why you believe Christianity to be true. 

Intended for group and personal use, the 
His Story contains the main point of 
the session, questions to interact with as 
a group, and the key components found 
in the Leader Guide—Christ Connection, 
Essential Doctrines, and In Defense. 

1. Elizabeth Howell, “How many stars are in the universe?,” Space.com, May 17, 2017, https://www.space.com/26078-
how-many-stars-are-there.html.

In Defense

This important passage (7:16) is the Bible’s earliest full statement about the 
enduring Davidic dynasty (but cp. Gn 49:10). Did God break His promise 
when He allowed the Babylonians to conquer Judah in 586 B.C., ending the 
independent political rule of the Davidic kings? Although the line of David 
continued during Israel’s exile (2 Kg 25:27-30) and afterward (Mt 1:12-16.), the 
family dropped into obscurity after the governorship of Zerubbabel (Hg 1:1). 
But this passage can be understood as a messianic prophecy fulfilled by Jesus, 
who was of the line of David (Mt 1:17; Lk 1:32; Rm 1:3). God had promised 
through several OT prophets that the line of Davidic kings would one day be 
reestablished (see Isa 11:1; 9:7; Jr 23:5; 33:15-17; Ezk 34:23-24; 37:25; Hs 
3:5; Am 9:11). With the coming of Jesus the Christ (Messiah, “anointed”), the 
ultimate descendant of David and King of the Jews (Mt 27:11, 37; Mk 15:2, 
26; Lk 23:3, 38; Jn 18:33-34; 19:19-22; Rev 17:14; 19:16), God fulfilled His 
promise eternally. 

His Story

When have you struggled to believe these promises?
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The Church and 
Kingdom

The church and the kingdom of God 
are closely related, though not identical. 
When the Bible speaks of the kingdom 
of God, it is referring to the reign of God 
in the world. The church is the people of 
God who live under His loving rule now, 
anticipating the full manifestation of 
God’s kingdom in the future. The church’s 
mission is to witness to God’s kingdom, 
proclaiming God’s message of salvation 
through Christ and demonstrating the 
power of the gospel through good works so 
that others may be brought to live under 
God’s reign. 

99 Essential 
Doctrines

Christ Connection

God promised David that future kings of Israel would come from his 
family and that his kingdom would last forever. God kept this promise 
by sending Jesus as one of David’s descendants. All of history is driving 
toward the day when Jesus, the Son of David, will be recognized as the 
King whose kingdom is everlasting. 

What particular promises of God have you found most helpful during 
difficult times?

What are some of the causes of the restlessness we feel?

Main Point
God doesn’t need us-  

we need Him!

His Story

Why is remembering God’s past faithfulness in our lives important when it 
comes to trusting His faithfulness to us in the future?

How can we be physically at rest but 
still spiritually restless?

Question?
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Verse 18 has a double meaning. On one level, “to 
this day” refers to the writing of 1 Kings itself, 
which could have been any time prior to the 
destruction of the temple (based on 1 Kings 8:8—
that the poles to carry the ark could still be seen 
“to this day”). But the statement can be seen as a 
commentary on the future state of Israel. It was 
Israel who rejected Jesus (Acts 4:11). Paul would 
write in Romans 9:31-32 that Israel, pursuing the 
law of righteousness through works and not by 
faith. Any time we seek to be justified apart from 
grace, we are in rebellion against Jesus, the house of 
David. It continues to happen, to this day. 

How are you seeking to be justified? 
Spiritually speaking, are you in 
rebellion against the house of David?

Day 4

1 Kings 
12:12-19 

Two factors contributed to Israel’s apostasy. First, 
Jeroboam attempted to use religion in the service 
of politics. Jeroboam reasoned that if people were 
required to return to Jerusalem to offer sacrifices, 
they wouldn’t identify with Shechem as their new 
capital.  Jeroboam missed the point of the pilgrimage 
to Jerusalem. It wasn’t to align the people with an 
earthly kingdom, but with a heavenly one. 

Second, Jeroboam appealed to his people’s desire 
for comfort and convenience. Instead of requiring 
them to go to one place to offer sacrifices, he 
established two shrines—one at Dan, on the 
northern border of Israel, and the second at Bethel, 
on the southern border. He placed a golden calf 
in each one, repeating the same words Aaron used 
when he made the first golden calf at the foot of 
Mount Sinai (Ex. 32:4). 

The problem with Jeroboam was that he saw the 
worship of God as a means to some other end. To 
him, worship of God was a means by which he 
could realize the end of a united people under his 
rule. Put simply, he made worship—and the God 
of that worship—as a crass tool to bring about his 
purposes. Worship is never a means to an end. 
Worship is the end. May we remember that. 

What do you need to do this week to 
make sure you are worshiping God 
with a pure heart?

Day 5

1 Kings 
12:20-33 1
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Daily Devotions

Our Mission

Intended for group and/or personal use, the Our Mission section is designed to 
show how the biblical passage for that day challenges the way we think, feel, and live 
from that day forward. It is intended to show that every session goes beyond merely 
learning new facts about the Bible’s big stories and characters. In fact, God’s intention 
in the pages of Scripture is to make us more like His Son, Jesus. And one of the ways 
in which that happens is by constantly looking to Jesus in the pages of the Bible.

In addition to the group portions of this study, the Daily Discipleship Guide also includes five days of 
devotions following each session. As you journey through the storyline of Scripture over the course of three 
years, you won’t have time to cover some sections of the Bible. These devotions will help with that, filling in the 
gaps in the biblical storyline and allowing more opportunities to cover biblical themes and insights not discussed 
during group time. These devotions are also aimed at equipping you to know how to read and interpret the 
Bible for yourself by providing simple techniques to studying the Bible. The Seven Arrows reading method 
has been provided at the beginning of each week’s devotions as a reminder of common questions to ask about 
Scripture as you read each day. 

The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

At the start of any large, organized marathon, there 
are thousands of people lined up. There is energy, 
excitement, enthusiasm. There are costumes. It isn’t 
uncommon to see people planning to run 26.2 
miles dressed as Elvis. 

That’s the starting line. The finish line looks quite 
different. There are a lot less people. Far fewer 
costumes. And while some finish well, many more 
barely finish, stumbling, walking, or even crawling 
or being carried across that line on the pavement. 
But whether they sprint across or crawl across 
and no matter what the time reads as they cross, 
everyone who crosses the finish line has one thing 
in common: they all finished. Many who start 
never do. The point isn’t how you start; it’s how 
you finish. 

The first eleven chapters of 1 Kings detail Solomon’s 
life and accomplishments. No king in Israel’s 
history built more, taught more, spent more, wrote 
more, or married more. But for all that, his death is 
summed up with him being buried with his fathers 
in the city of David. He started well—with the best 
of them—but he didn’t finish well. May we be a 
people who finish strong. 

What adjustments do you need to 
make in your race to finish well?

Day 2

1 Kings 
11:9-43 

Rehoboam had two choices: listen to the old men 
who had counseled his father, or listen to the young 
men who he had grown up with. You know the rest 
of the story, and you know it didn’t turn out so 
well. It can be tempting to discount the previous 
generation and assume their ideas and perspectives 
are outdated. But consider these truths from God’s 
word: 

• One generation shall commend your works to 
another, and shall declare your mighty acts (Ps. 
145:4)

•Wisdom is with the aged, and understanding in 
length of days (Job 12:12)

• Listen to your father who gave you life, and do 
not despise your mother when she is old (Prov. 
23:22)

Not only does it benefit us to seek wisdom from 
the previous generation; we ignore it at our own 
peril. If only he had listened! What will it take for 
us to listen?

 From whom do you seek advice and 
counsel? Who do you need to seek 
out for advice in the future?

Day 3

1 Kings
12:1-11 

Daily 
Devotions

God had prohibited the Israelites from intermarrying 
with the nations surrounding them (Deut. 7:1-4). 
However, this was to preserve religious, not racial 
purity, as is made clear by the second half of verse 
2. Solomon is an extreme example that proves the 
rule. With 700 wives and 300 concubines, his 
heart was literally turned in a thousand different 
directions. 

Notice that the heart is mentioned four times in 
these first four verses. The writer of 1 Kings wanted 
to make sure we understand that Solomon suffered 
from a terminal heart condition: the divided heart. 

Sin doesn’t happen because of something external, 
something happening out there. It’s internal, the 
result of something that has already happened 
in here. If your heart has been divided, Scripture 
provides the remedy for uniting it again (Ps. 86:11). 
Only God can bring together a divided heart. 

 Have you allowed you heart to 
become divided over time? Ask God 
to bring it back together again.

Day 1

1 Kings 
11:1-8 
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Our Mission

Head

Why is the Bible so important for us to have for knowing God? 

 What are some additional truths we know only because of the Bible? 

Heart

When have you been open to receiving the Word of God only to find yourself 
convicted rather than comforted? How did you respond to the challenge of 
God’s Word?

What kind of routine or activity helps you spend time in God’s Word? 

Hands

How can you prepare to be a voice of truth in a culture that desperately 
needs it?

 What are some practical ways you can be active in sharing the truth of 
God’s Word with others this week?

Christ Connection

Samuel was the long-awaited son whom Hannah dedicated to God 
for His service. God was with Samuel and he became a prophet who 
spoke the words God gave him to the people.  John 1:1 says that Jesus 
is the Word, the long-awaited Son of God sent to show the world what 
God is like. 
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20 After some time, Hannah conceived and gave birth 
to a son. She named him Samuel, because she said, “I 
requested him from the LORD.” ... 24 When she had 
weaned him, she took him with her to Shiloh, as well as a 
three-year-old bull, half a bushel of flour, and a clay jar of 
wine. Though the boy was still young, she took him to the 
LORD’s house at Shiloh. 25 Then they slaughtered the 
bull and brought the boy to Eli. 26 “Please, my lord,” she 
said, “as surely as you live, my lord, I am the woman who 
stood here beside you praying to the LORD. 27 I prayed 
for this boy, and since the LORD gave me what I asked 
him for, 28 I now give the boy to the LORD. For as long 
as he lives, he is given to the LORD.” Then he worshiped 
the LORD there. ... 1 Hannah prayed: My heart rejoices 
in the LORD; my horn is lifted up by the LORD. My 
mouth boasts over my enemies, because I rejoice in your 
salvation. 2 There is no one holy like the LORD. There 
is no one besides you! And there is no rock like our God. 
... 6 The LORD brings death and gives life; he sends 
some down to Sheol, and he raises others up. 7 The 

LORD brings poverty and gives wealth; he humbles and 
he exalts. 8 He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the 
needy from the trash heap. He seats them with noblemen 
and gives them a throne of honor. For the foundations of 
the earth are the LORD’s; he has set the world on them. ... 
15 Samuel lay down until the morning; then he opened 
the doors of the LORD’s house. He was afraid to tell 
Eli the vision, 16 but Eli called him and said, “Samuel, 
my son.” “Here I am,” answered Samuel. 17 “What was 
the message he gave you? ” Eli asked. “Don’t hide it from 
me. May God punish you and do so severely if you hide 
anything from me that he told you.” 18 So Samuel told 
him everything and did not hide anything from him. 
Eli responded, “He is the LORD. Let him do what he 
thinks is good.” 19 Samuel grew, and the LORD was 
with him, and he fulfilled everything Samuel prophesied. 
20 All Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel 
was a confirmed prophet of the LORD. 21 The LORD 
continued to appear in Shiloh, because there he revealed 
himself to Samuel by his word.

Scripture

1 Sam. 1:20,24-28; 
2:1-2,6-8, 3:15-21

Unit .10

Session .01

God Calls 
a Prophet
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Christ as Prophet

As one of His offices, Jesus fulfills the 
role of prophet: He alone is the ultimate 
teacher and has the words of eternal life 
(John 6:68). Jesus is also God’s ultimate 
revelation of Himself, the very Word of 
God (John 1:1). 

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

What must Hannah have believed about God to pray to Him under  
these circumstances?

How are you prone to view the gifts 
God gives to you? 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

 selfishly

with indifference 

as precious

with purpose

....................................................

................................

.............................................

.........................................
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Christ as Prophet

As one of His offices, Jesus fulfills the 
role of prophet: He alone is the ultimate 
teacher and has the words of eternal life 
(John 6:68). Jesus is also God’s ultimate 
revelation of Himself, the very Word of 
God (John 1:1). 

Do you find yourself actively listening for God to speak through a sermon or 
Bible study you are attending? What are some things that might hinder us 
from listening? 

Main Point
God’s people are called to hear, obey, 

and share God’s Word with others.

What are some ways we can prepare our hearts to receive God’s Word?
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His Story

When speaking the truth of God’s Word to others, why is it important to pay 
attention to our tone or the way we speak it?

Christ Connection

Samuel was the long-awaited son whom Hannah dedicated to God 
for His service. God was with Samuel and he became a prophet who 
spoke the words God gave him to the people.  John 1:1 says that Jesus 
is the Word, the long-awaited Son of God sent to show the world what 
God is like. 
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Our Mission

Head

Why is the Bible so important for us to have for knowing God? 

What are some truths about God we know only because of the Bible? 

Heart

When have you been open to receiving the Word of God only to find yourself 
convicted rather than comforted? How did you respond to the challenge of 
God’s Word?

What kind of routine or activity helps you spend time in God’s Word? 

Hands

How can you prepare to be a voice of truth in a culture that desperately 
needs it?

What are some practical ways you can be active in sharing the truth of 
God’s Word with others this week?

Christ Connection

Samuel was the long-awaited son whom Hannah dedicated to God 
for His service. God was with Samuel and he became a prophet who 
spoke the words God gave him to the people.  John 1:1 says that Jesus 
is the Word, the long-awaited Son of God sent to show the world what 
God is like. 
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The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

We can learn much from Hannah here as she laid 
her soul bare before the Lord and whoever else 
happened to be worshiping near her. There was no 
plastic mask, no stiff upper lip, no façade. Only 
tears—many tears. Hannah was more concerned 
with presenting her pain before the Lord than 
presenting false strength before others. She was 
crushed in spirit. She was in great need. So she wept. 

What we need to realize is that the tears rolling 
down Hannah’s cheeks were not a sign of weakness, 
but rather strength. Each tear, each sob, and 
each gasp for breath in between was an evidence 
of Hannah’s recognition that being real and 
transparent before God is what matters. We might 
fool others, but we will never fool Him, so why 
try? It does no one good. Instead, God wants us to 
be real with Him and with others. When we do, 
we see how God meets us in our greatest times of 
need—in our greatest anguish—to provide mercy, 
grace, love, and comfort. And we show others that 
they are not alone in their pain and can, too, cry 
out to the Lord.

What are some ways that you might 
be wearing a mask before others, or 
perhaps even before God?

Day 1

1 Samuel 
1:1-18
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Hannah had carried the grief of not having a son for 
years (1:7), which makes it so surprising when she 
made good on her vow to dedicate Samuel and leave 
him to serve God with Eli. We would expect her to 
make such a vow when she was barren—attempting 
to bargain with God from such a place of weakness 
would lead most of us to make such a lofty promise. 
But then, when she cradled her son in her arms 
and nursed him, we would imagine her maternal 
instincts would have kicked into high gear, and the 
rationalization would have begun. 

“Why would God finally give me a son, for me to 
abandon him? Surely that is not what He wants.”

We imagine this because it is what we would have 
likely done. We’d likely cheer Hannah on had she 
made the decision to keep her son.  We might even 
want to see Hannah do this so that we might feel 
better. But that is not what we see. Instead, we see the 
shocking reality of Hannah following through on her 
promise and leaving her young son with Eli. Surely 
this was not easy for her. Surely she wept as she made 
her lonely journey home, her arms now empty. But 
what sustained Hannah was knowing God’s goodness 
to her had provided a son and that same goodness 
would sustain her as she gave God’s gift back to Him 
in worship. 

What gift from God might you be 
holding on to instead of giving it back 
to God in worship? Why?

Day 2

1 Samuel 
1:19-28

We are a curious people. We remember for years the 
most minor of slights against us but are amnesiacs 
when it comes to remembering God’s graciousness 
to us even five minutes ago. We major on the 
minors and minor on the majors so much of the 
time. Perhaps it is because deep down we believe we 
deserve God’s goodness to us, so it is easier for us to 
take it for granted. 

Notice, however, how Hannah began her prayer. 
After leaving her son in the care of Eli, she does 
not offer up a prayer of lament or a prayer seeking 
comfort from God. Instead, she offers an amazing 
prayer of praise—a prayer emanating from a 
rejoicing heart, rejoicing that was affixed not 
to Samuel, as we might expect, but to the Lord. 
Hannah rejoiced in the Lord because she did not 
take God’s goodness for granted. She had not 
forgotten how God had answered her prayer or 
how He had lifted her up. So now, she lifted Him 
up. Yes, Hannah also boasted in the victory over 
her enemies, but even that was not the foundation 
of her praise. God’s goodness was. And Hannah 
understood that God was just as good when she 
cradled Samuel in her arms as when she placed him 
in the care of Eli. 

How has God been good to you in 
recent days? Be as specific as possible 
and worship Him as He is due.

Day 3

1 Samuel  
2:1-11
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Generations before Eli, the Lord had commanded 
the Israelite parents to teach about Him and His 
ways to their children. (See Deut. 6:4-9.) Not 
long after, we saw how tragic failing to obey this 
command could be when an entire generation 
arose who did not know the Lord (Judg. 2:10), 
initiating the pattern of sin that plagued God’s 
people throughout the time of the judges. Now 
here, we see once more the danger of neglecting the 
primary ministry for anyone who is a parent. Eli 
was the priest, and yet his sons were wicked men 
who did not respect the Lord (v. 12). 

We are all accountable for our own sin and 
relationship with God. We cannot blame our 
parents for our rebellion against God any more 
than we can credit them for our salvation. Parents 
play a role, a key role, in our evangelism and 
discipleship and yet we are each accountable and 
will stand before God as such.  

How have the spiritual authorities 
in your life pointed you to Jesus over 
and over again? What are some ways 
you can express gratitude for their 
faithful service? 

Day 4

1 Samuel 
2:12-36

What we read in 1 Samuel 3:1 should sting: the 
word of the Lord was rare, and prophetic visions 
were not widespread. In other words, God was 
rather quiet, and that quietness was likely because 
of the sinful corruption of the people in that day—
namely Eli’s sons. God’s people held His words in 
contempt, so He gave them what they wanted—
less of them. 

We live in a day when God’s Word is abundant. 
Most of us have several copies of the Bible in 
our homes, in multiple translations. We have the 
Scriptures on our smartphones. We can access it on 
a number of free websites. And yet, perhaps we, 
too, hold God’s Word in contempt. No, surely not 
like Eli’s sons—we would never say we despise or 
reject God’s Word—but by our neglect of it. How 
many days go by without us cracking open any of 
the numerous copies of the Bible we have all around 
us? How often do we nibble on God’s Word rather 
than feasting on it? 

We may long for God audibly to break the silence 
in our lives and world, but our neglect of what 
He has spoken to us in His Word should cause us 
to tremble. 

What is your plan to spend regular 
quality time in God’s Word?

Day 5

1 Samuel 
3:1-21
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