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Who do you know that could use some encourage-
ment? How could you be like Barnabas to that person? 
Write about it.

How could you give to, help, or encourage 
someone you know? Draw a picture of it.

BARNABAS THE ENCOURAGER
BIG IDEA:  God wants us to build His church by encouraging others.
BIBLE BASIS:  Acts 4:32-37; 9:20-31; 11:19-26
KEY VERSE:  “Therefore encourage one another and build each other up.” 1 Thessalonians 5:11a (NIV)

THIS WEEK 
WE LEARNED

HOMEGUIDE



READ
IT!

PRAY
IT!

Acts 4:32-37. Draw a picture of the story or write to God about 
your favorite part of the story. Tell Him why you liked it.

Do you feel discouraged? Are you 
having trouble with something? Write 
a prayer to God and tell Him about it.

THE STONING OF STEPHEN
BIG IDEA:  God’s Word helps us choose the right path.
BIBLE BASIS:  Acts 6:8-8:1
KEY VERSE:  “I have hidden your word in my heart so that I won’t sin against you.” Psalm 119:11 (NIrV)

NEXT WEEK’S 
LESSON



GROUP ACTIVITY
This activity can be used in a small group at church or even with your kids at home!

Uplifting Balloon

Set up: Give each child a balloon and a permanent marker.

Say: (Hold up deflated balloon for kids to see.) Today we talked about how it’s easy for people to 
feel like this balloon - deflated, defeated, and discouraged! But we also learned some ways to fill 
people up. We’re going to play a game right now that will help us think of how we can give to 
people, help people, and encourage people!

Directions: Have each child draw a person on their balloon. When they have answered one of the 
questions below, they can blow two times into their balloon. Have them pinch the bottom of the 
balloon closed in between questions. When all the questions have been answered, have them tie 
off the balloon but don’t tie off your balloon.

Question 1: Think of some people who don’t have all the things they need in life. What are some 
things you can give those people?

Question 2: Think of some people who need help with something. What are some ways you can 
help those people?

Question 3: Think of some people who could use some encouragement. What are some things 
that you could do or say to encourage those people?

Say: Wow! Look how much bigger your person is on the balloon! They don’t look as defeated and 
small as when we started! Look at what encouragement can do for others! (Encourage kids to tie off 
their balloons.)  What would happen if we didn’t take time to encourage others? (Step away from 
the kids and release your balloon high in the air so it flies around and deflates.) Look at my person 
now! Back to being deflated! Let’s take some time this week to focus on encouraging others!
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therefore encourage
one another and build

each other up.
1 thessalonians 5:11a
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“Therefore encourage one another and build each other up.” 
1 Thessalonians 5:11a (NIV)


