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Family Advent activities 
Advent begins on November 29 and ends on Christmas Eve.  It is a time of preparing 

our hearts for the true meaning of Christmas.  This time is also a time to spend 

quality time with family and to focus on others that you can bless during this 

special time of year.  Here we have a list of family activities that you can choose 

from to create your own advent calendar that works for your family.  Involve your 

children in preparing this calendar and try to focus on choosing a variety of 

activities from the different categories.  Most iMportantly…Have fun!!!! 

 

Christ Centered Christmas  

• Dough Holy Night Video…a fun faMily ChristMas aCtivity (see link below or 

access in the Living Stones App) 

• 12 days of Christmas activity (see below) 

• 25 Bible verses to Countdown till Christmas (see below) 

• Participate in several acts of kindness during advent (see suggestions below) 

• Set out a child-friendly Nativity Set for play 

• Act out the nativity story 

• Attend Christmas Eve service 

• Read the nativity Story on Christmas morning before opening presents 

• Make a birthday cake for Jesus and sing happy birthday 

Family together time 

• Christmas light scavenger hunt (see below) 

• Watch a Christmas movie with a picnic dinner 

• Game night by the Christmas tree 

• Make a holiday greetings video and send to friends and family 

• Have a snowball fight (with paper wad snowballs, of course) 

• Have a Christmas movie Marathon  

• Visit Santa clause 

• movie night in pajamas  

• buy and read a new Christmas book 

• play Christmas music and have a dance party 

• have a silly, Christmas themed family photo shoot 

• go around your neighborhood singing Christmas carols 

• read Christmas books in a blanket fort 

• Christmas movie and popcorn night 

• Wrap presents while listening to Christmas music 

 



Cheer in the kitchen 

• Make and decorate Christmas cookies 

• Have a hot Chocolate Bar 

• Make s’Mores  

• Make Christmas themed pancakes for breakfast (use cookie cutters and 

sprinkles) 

• Make apple cider 

• Build a snowman (out of jumbo marshmallows) 

• Have a red & green dinner 

• Make reindeer food 

• Make cookies for Santa 

acts of kindness 

• Build an Operation Christmas Child shoebox online on the living Stones Goal 

page by December 6th (see newsletter) 

• Pick out a new toy to donate to a toy drive (bonus: clean out old toys to 

donate too!) 

• Make Christmas goodies and deliver to friends and neighbors 

• Adopt a family or child for the holidays 

• Donate towels and blankets to an animal shelter 

• Donate canned goods to a food pantry 

• Leave a “thank you” note for your Mail Carrier 

• Leave treats for your amazon/UPS/Fed-ex drivers 

• Send care packages or holiday cards to troops overseas 

• Give blankets out to the homeless  

crafts 

• Write letters to Santa 

• Make Christmas cards for teachers, family, friends 

• Build gingerbread houses 

• Make a paper garland countdown to Christmas 

• Make paper snowflakes 

• Make a Christmas tree ornament  

• Make a handprint Christmas craft 

• Print and color Christmas color pages 

decorating fun 

• Put up and decorate Christmas tree 

• Hang Christmas lights outdoors 

• Deck the halls with Christmas decorations 

• Let kids decorate their rooms with homemade decorations 



Merry Christmas and welcome to “Dough Holy Night!”  This is a fun and interactive 
experience designed for your family to do at home. Together, you’ll bake a batch of 
Christmas cookies and, along the way, hear the story of the very first Christmas. Best of all, 
there’s a video that walks you step-by-step through the entire experience. It’s so simple! 

Directions:

Step 1: Gather the ingredients. David and Casey (a.k.a. “The Cookie Crew”) will show 
you how to make snickerdoodle cookies. You can see the list of ingredients and baking 
instructions below.

Step 2: Press play on the video. The video will walk you step-by-step through the 
entire experience. Occasionaly, the Cookie Crew will tell you press pause and do something. 
When you’re finished, press play again. 

Step 3: Eat cookies. Possibly the best step ever! When the timer goes off, enjoy your 
cookies while David and Casey remind your family why Jesus is the sweetest part of 
Christmas.

Video Access:

You can access the video and other materials HERE, or copy and paste the following into a 
web browser: https://www.gocurriculum.com/dough-holy-night-parent-portal

The password is: LETSDOUGH

Snickerdoodle Cookie Recipe:

1 cup butter (softened)  2 ¾ cups all-purpose flour 
2 large eggs    ¼ tsp salt
1 ½ cups white sugar   1 tsp baking soda 
2 tsp vanilla extract   2 tsp cream of tartar
½ cup sprinkles

1. Preheat oven to 400 degrees F (200 degrees C).
2. Cream together butter, sugar, vanilla, and eggs. Then blend in flour, cream of tartar, salt,  
    and baking soda until a soft dough forms.
3. Form dough into 1 inch balls and roll through sprinkles. Place 2 inches
    apart on an ungreased baking sheet.
4. Bake 8 to 10 minutes, or until set (but not too hard).
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Directions for the 12 Days of Christmas Activity 

1. Print and cut out the nativity cards. 

2. Grab 12 envelopes and put the scripture card and the matching nativity 

piece in each envelope. 

3. Number the envelopes, putting the story in any order, but ending with 

the Jesus card. 

4. Once your envelopes are filled, cut out the super cute explanation tags 

and attach to a gift bag. 

5. Deliver to someone’s doorstep on the 13th and/or use for your own kids.  

6. By Christmas, you, or the receiver of your gift, will have a set of 12 

adorable nativity cards as well as a set of 12 cards to tell His birthday 

story. 

 

 

 



It’s the 12th day before Christmas, 
And we are focusing on what’s true 

A daily reminder of the season, 
That may brighten it for you. 

 
Each day there will be something 
To point your heart to the reason 
Why we celebrate Christmastime 

And why it’s a special season. 
 

So open one envelope each day, 
Don’t peek, that won’t be fun 
And together we can rejoice in 

The coming of the Son. 
Celebrating the Nativity 

The 

of 



Angels came to the shepherds 
The night of the Savior’s birth. 

They brought tidings of good will 
To the people of the earth. 

The little gray donkey 
Carried Mary on his back. 

Across the hills he carried her, 
No courage did he lack. 

Luke 2:3 

Luke 2:20 

Matthew 2:2 

Luke 2:14 

The f luffy sheep were there 
On the night of joy and love, 
When the Heavenly Father  

sent His son 
From His heavenly home above. 

The animals were witnesses 
Of the miracle that night, 

As angels sang and  
the beautiful star 

Shone with heavenly light. 



Today we honor Joseph, 
Who God chose to rear His son, 
While Jesus lived upon the earth 

Making sure God’s work was done. 

Three wise men searched 
For the newborn babe. 

Gold was the first 
Present they gave. 

Today we honor Mary 
Chosen by God to be 

The mother of the Christ child 
Who was sent for you and me. 

“Today in the town of David  
a Savior has been born;  
He is Christ the Lord.” 

 

Matthew 2:1 

Luke 2:11 

Luke 2:4-5 

Luke 1:30-31 



Myrrh was the gift 
The third wise man brought. 

He had traveled far 
To worship the King he sought. 

The second brought frankincense 
To honor this new King. 

For they thought that nothing 
could be good enough. 

The star was hung in Heaven 
To announce the royal birth. 
The Savior of all mankind 

Had been born upon the earth. 
Matthew 2:9-10 

Matthew 2:11b 

Luke 2:15 

Matthew 2:11a 

The humble shepherds 
Were the first to know 

About the newborn king. 
They saw the star, they felt the light, 

They heard the angels sing. 
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Drive around, look for lights and decor, and check off the items as you find them!

Penguin Tree

Merry Christmas Snowman

Nutcracker North Pole Sign

Wreath Presents

Candy Canes Reindeer

 Elf Stocking

Santa
Polar Bear

Nativity Scene
Sled

Ornaments
Star


