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Genesis 13-14
REPENTANCE

Even Abram, the forefather of our faith,[1] did not always trust God per-
fectly. As we saw in the last lesson, when things got hard, he left Canaan 
for the more fertile pastures of Egypt. While there, instead of trusting God 
to protect him, he made some very compromising decisions that nearly 
cost him his wife and ended up humiliating him before the Egyptian royal 
court. So much for being a blessing to all the families of the earth.[2]

In the aftermath, chapter 13 tells us that Abram brought his family “as far 
as Bethel to the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between 
Bethel and Ai, to the place where he had made an altar at the first.”[3] 
Notice how this sentence tells us twice that Abram is retracing his steps, 
going back to where he was before he fumbled the ball and left Canaan. 
Then we are told, “There Abram called upon the name of the LORD.”[4] 
This is a subtle picture of repentance. Now back where he was before 
he diverged from God’s path because of his own fear and faithlessness, 
Abram worships God. 

BLESSED



GENEROUS FAITH

By this point, Abram has accumulated significant wealth.[5] While this can 
be a blessing, having lots of stuff—especially lots of nice stuff—can often 
place us in compromising situations. And that’s what happens to Abram 
and Lot. The area in which they settled simply could not support their 
people and their flocks, so and the only option for them is to separate.

In an act of stunning generosity, Abram gives Lot his choice of the land. 
This is striking, because all Abram knows is what God told him: “To your 
offspring I will give this land.”[6] As far as he is concerned, the Promised 
Land might not be all that big. Yet he gives Lot dibs on it. This is the kind 
of trust that Abram should have had in God from the very beginning, and 
it enables him to be generous towards his nephew.

Understandably, Lot takes full advantage of Abram’s offer, and goes for 
what he thinks is the best of the land—a valley, well watered “like the 
garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt.”[7] At first, it seems Abram will 
now be stuck with a few small, arid hills. But whereas Lot had “lifted up 
his eyes” to see the land that looked best to him, God instructs Abram,

Lift up your eyes, and look from the place where you are, northward and 
southward and eastward and westward, for all the land that you see I will 
give to you and to your offspring forever. I will make your offspring as 
the dust of the earth, so that if one can count the dust of the earth, your 
offspring also can be counted. Arise, walk through the length and the 
breadth of the land, for I will give it to you.[8]

Because Abram trusted God’s promises, God would give him a blessing 
beyond what he could possibly have imagined.

From a human perspective, Lot, on the other hand, had made a great 
choice, choosing to throw in his lot (pun intended!) with the people of 
the cities and the valley. His flocks would flourish, and he wouldn’t have 
to worry much about famines (it was well-watered). It looked like a great 
place to raise a family and accumulate even more wealth. Over this, how-
ever, looms verse 10, like an ominous cloud: “This was before the LORD 
destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.” Lot goes, settles in the land. And then, 
the second toll of impending doom: “Now the men of Sodom were wick-
ed, great sinners against the Lord.”[9]

THE WAR OF THE NINE KINGS

At some point after Lot and Abram separate, four powerful kings from the 
east invade the Dead Sea valley, subjugating the cities there, including So-
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dom, where Lot had chosen to live. After thirteen years, five of these cities 
rebel, causing the eastern kings to march their forces back into the region 
in order to bludgeon them back into submission. During this re-conquest 
campaign, even more cities are defeated and subjugated, and those who 
rebel suffer a crushing defeat and are plundered. Their food and posses-
sions are carried away, and their people are enslaved, including Lot.

A lone escapee brings news of this disaster to Abram. Now a man of con-
siderable means, he rallies his powerful friends, and leads out a fighting 
force of 318 fighting men on a rescue mission. They catch up with the 
invading armies 120 miles north at the city of Dan, defeat them, and then 
pursue them as far as Damascus, even further north.

This is a stunning victory, and the only episode in Genesis where Abram 
actually fights. And he does so for good reason. The people of the valley 
had been exploited for over a decade, and when they tried to break their 
chains, they were attacked, slaughtered, and not only was their wealth 
stolen, but the people of their cities were taken as slaves, along with their 
women. This is fierce injustice, and Abram doesn’t hesitate to draw the 
sword against it.

But this is not bloodlust. Abram didn’t lead out his armies to free the cit-
ies of the valley from paying tribute.[10] Open battle meant loss of life, and 
at that point, it wasn’t worth it. The heavy tribute levied on these cities 
was not a sufficient reason to go to war. Abram is quite content to let 
them fight their own battles. It was the taking of captives that broke the 
camel’s back and moved Abram to action. Because he was a man of faith 
who knew God, Abram understood that it was his responsibility to defend 
the weak. 

BLESSED BE GOD MOST HIGH

In the days following his victory, two individuals come out to meet Abram 
in the Valley of Shaveh, and they respond to what Abram has done in very 
different ways. The first is Bera, the king of Sodom. The other is a mysteri-
ous man named Melchizedek, the king of a city that the text calls “Salem,” 
which is apparently a shortened form of Jerusalem. This is significant, be-
cause Jerusalem was not one of the cities that was involved in the military 
conflict. But Melchizedek comes to Abram anyway, simply to honor him 
and to pronounce a blessing over him for his act of godly heroism.

Melchizedek is also mentioned in Psalm 110 and then again in Hebrews 7, 
both of which highlight several important aspects of him that are reflec-
tive of Jesus, the Messiah. His name literally means “King of righteous-
ness.” He is also the “king of Salem,” which is close to the Hebrew word 



Shalom, which means peace—he is “king of peace.” And not only is a king, 
he is also a “priest of God Most High,”[11] even though he is obviously not 
a descendant of Moses’ brother Aaron, which is a requirement for all later 
Israelite priests. Jesus too, who is our high priest before the Father, stands 
outside this lineage. And so, for these reasons, the mysterious character 
of Melchizedek is used in both the Old and New Testaments, as a model, a 
type, of what Jesus would come to be.

Melchizedek then declares, “Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Pos-
sessor [or “Creator”] of heaven and earth; and blessed be God Most High, 
who has delivered your enemies into your hand.”[12] Like Abram, Melchize-
dek gives glory to God.

And he does it in front of a blatantly pagan king, Bera, king of Sodom, 
whose first words are “give me”—“give me the persons, but take the 
goods for yourself.”[13] He realizes that, as the conquering victor, Abram 
has a right to the spoils. But his business is purely transactional; he ex-
pects customs to be followed. In essence, “Give me what’s mine, and take 
what’s yours.”

But those are not Abram’s priorities. Instead, he wants to worship with 
the man who has come to bless him in the name of God. So he gives 
Melchizedek “a tenth of everything.”[14] And what is Abram’s response to 
the king of Sodom? “I have lifted my hand to the Lord, God Most High, 
Possessor of heaven and earth, that I would not take a thread or a sandal 
strap or anything that is yours lest you should say ‘I have made Abram 
rich.’”[15]

Abram, like Melchizedek, is intent on giving glory to God, who has bless-
ed him and provided for him, who has sworn to give him all of the land of 
Canaan, and who has now given him victory in battle. His entire life is the 
work of God, and he knows it. As a result, he purposely refuses to take 
the spoils that are rightfully his, explicitly to avoid any misunderstanding 
on the part of anyone watching his life that his blessing has come from 
anywhere but his faithful God. Melchizedek cares about God’s glory, and 
so does Abram. He is unwilling to accept even a strap of a sandal from 
this godless king.

[1] Galatians 3:29. [2] Genesis 12:3. [3] Genesis 13:3–4a. [4] Genesis 13:4b. 
[5] For example, Genesis 12:16. [6] Genesis 12:7. [7] Genesis 13:10.
[8] Genesis 13:14–16. [9] Genesis 13:13. [10] Genesis 14:4, taken alongside 
16:3, indicates that Abram was not yet in the land when the eastern kings 
initially subjugated the cities of the valley. [11] Genesis 14:18. [12] Genesis 
14:19–20. [13] Genesis 14:21. [14] Genesis 14:20. [15] Genesis 14:22–23.
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QUESTIONS:
Use time this week to thoughtfully answer these questions. Take time to 
reflect, pray and ask the Lord to be a part of this process.

1.  We begin this lesson by looking at how Abram, after his failure, re-
turned his walk with the Lord. This, we suggested, is a picture of repen-
tance. Repentance is when we turn from our sins and turn to Christ in 
our minds, hearts, and actions. What does repentance look like in your 
life in your daily battle with sin?

2. When Abram realized he would need to separate from his neph-
ew, his trust in God to take care of him enabled him to generously 
give Lot the first choice of where he would dwell with his flock. He 
knew that God would take care of him. What are some areas in which 
God wants you to trust him so that you can be generous with others?



3. Lot’s choice of a good and prosperous land eventually did him great 
harm by placing him and his family in a very morally compromising 
situation. Have you ever been tempted by something that seemed very 
beneficial, yet ultimately drew you away from God and made it difficult 
to remain faithful to him?

4.  In Genesis 14, Abram draws the sword to fight for those who 
couldn’t fight for themselves. He could have chosen to be safe and to 
turn a blind eye, but instead he chose to do something. Although we 
aren’t explicitly told so, it seems it was his faith that compelled him 
to act. What injustices do you see that you think God wants you to do 
something about? How might others be blessed by your choice to do 
the right thing?

QUESTIONS:
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5. What are the differences between the king of Sodom’s priorities, and 
the priorities of Abram and Melchizedek?

 



NOTES
Use this space to make notes during the sermon or jot down prayer 
requests or anything important.
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