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LOVING JESUS, LOVING PEOPLE, PLOWING A COUNTER-CULTURE 
 
TEXT: Genesis 18 
MAIN IDEA: God establishes an intimate relationship with his faithful who serve humbly and with 
diligence. 

LEADERS: 

• Thanks to everyone who participated this year in Boxes of Love. Please remember to pray for all 
the families who will be receiving boxes this Thanksgiving. 

• Remember to mark your calendars for our upcoming night of worship on Sunday, November 21, at 
our Totowa campus. No registration is needed. “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, 
teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
with thankfulness in your hearts to God” (Colossians 3:16). 

• Discover Emergence starts back up next Sunday. This is for anyone looking to learn more about 
our church and to get plugged in. It’s also how to become a member! Classes restart every month 
and are held at 10:30 in suite 300 in Totowa. Sign up on our digital bulletin. 

• If you’ve got a kid in middle or high school, be sure to register them for our upcoming student 
ministry winter retreat. It’s happening January 14–16 and will be at Camp Orchard Hill in PA. 
Registration is through the digital bulletin until November 18. 

GETTING STARTED: 

• Watch this week’s Community Extras Video. 
• Icebreaker: What was your craziest costume ever? 
• Opener: What did you take away from the sermon this week? 

 
 
A SURPRISE VISIT 

Read: Genesis 18:1–8 

 What truths about God do you think are being highlighted by the fact that he came to Abraham 
as a human being who accepted Abraham’s hospitality? 

It is unclear whether or at what point Abraham realizes that his visitors are actually the Lord 
and two angelic messengers. But certainly, from the very beginning, something about his guests 
spurs him to treat them with extravagant hospitality, and by the end he definitely knows who they 
are. How many things can you spot in this passage that show his diligence and zeal to show honor 
to his divine guests? 

 What would your life look like right now to give God your very best?  

 What are some correct and incorrect motivations for zealously serving the Lord? 
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IS ANYTHING TOO HARD FOR THE LORD? 

Read: Genesis 18:9–15 

What do you think is the main idea of this paragraph? How does that further contribute to the 
portrait of God at this point in the biblical storyline? 

 What is the significance of laughter in the story of Abraham so far? 

 Sarah is clearly overcome with incredulity at the notion of having a child in her old age. Her 
understanding of God is not yet big enough to trust him to do something truly incredible. What is 
something incredible in your life that you know God can help you with but that you have a hard 
time believing he is big enough to do? 

SHALL I HIDE FROM ABRAHAM WHAT I AM ABOUT TO DO 

Read: Genesis 18:16–21 

 Because of Abraham’s special relationship with God, God reveals his will to him and allows 
him to participate in what he is doing. What do we know of God’s specific will for us, and how do 
we know it? 

 What does verse 19 teach us about Abraham’s responsibility to the covenant God made with 
him chapter 17? 

 What does this passage teach us about the nature of Sodom and Gomorrah’s sin? What does 
Ezekiel 16:49–50 teach us about it? How are these displayed in what happens in Genesis 19? 

FOR THE SAKE OF TEN 

Read: Genesis 18:22–23 

 What are some truths about intercessory prayer that we see expressed in these verses? 

 In verse 25, Abraham appeals to God’s character as the basis for his petition. What are some 
of your biggest prayer needs, and what aspects of God’s character would you appeal to in asking 
God to meet them? 

 What things does Abraham say in this passage to display his humility before God? Why is it 
important to have a humble attitude towards God in prayer? 
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PRAYER TIME 

This week, as you pray for your prayer requests, focus on how you pray. Strive to emulate some of 
the prayer principles you learned from Abraham’s intercession. 

Pray for something bold that challenges you to claim God’s words, “Is anything too hard for the 
LORD?” 


