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LOVING JESUS, LOVING PEOPLE, PLOWING A COUNTER-CULTURE 
 
TEXT: Genesis 13–14 
MAIN IDEA: Trust in God’s promises allows us to be peacemakers. 

LEADERS: 

• Again, thank you our Lighthouse groups!! 
• This is the final week to sign up for our church’s Community Engagement Project on October 23. If 

you plan on serving, make sure you sign up on our website’s digital bulletin by October 17 (next 
Sunday). 

• Boxes of Love, y’all! Want an opportunity to bless a family this Thanksgiving? Grab an empty box at 
a Sunday service. In the box, there’s a shopping list. Fill it with the groceries and return it to us by 
October 31 (fun fact—that’s not just Halloween; more importantly, it’s Reformation Day!!). A 
family in need in Paterson will receive it and will be blessed in Jesus’ name. 

• Baptisms are going on! Sign up through our digital bulletin. 

GETTING STARTED: 

• Watch this week’s Community Extras Video. 
• Icebreaker: Share something about yourself that will surprise everyone in your group. 
• Opener: What did you take away from the sermon this week? 

 
 
A BURDEN OF BLESSING 

Read: Genesis 13:1–7 

 What things are said in these verses that suggest Abram is in a state of repentance after the 
debacle in Egypt (Gen 12:10–20), and what does this teach us about repentance? 

Leaders’ Tip: In the Bible, “repentance” means a change of mind that results in turning from sin and 
turning to God.  

 These verses, along with several other statements in the following chapters (e.g., 14:23; 20:14–
16; 21:22; 24:35), seem to cite Abram’s wealth as evidence of God’s blessing. Should Christians 
view material blessing the same way? Why or why not? 

 Abram and Lot’s wealth caused trouble that they would not have experienced, had they 
possessed less. Have you seen something similar in your life or in the lives of others? 

 What are some important differences between Abraham and his family, on the one hand, and 
Christians living in light of the gospel of Christ on the other, that impact the way in which material 
wealth is tied to God’s favor? 
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An easy answer to the previous question might be to say, “It’s an Old Testament thing.” Can 
you think of some examples of people in the Old Testament who were faithful to God, and yet did 
not experience material blessing? 

BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS 

 In the sermon, Ryan noted that Abram is able to make peace with Lot because he first made 
peace with God (13:4). Why is it important to be at peace with God before we can truly be at 
peace with others? 

Read: Genesis 13:8–13 

 Abram’s offer to let Lot take his pick of the land reflects his faith and confidence that God will 
take care of him. Without tooting your own horn, has God ever surprised you with his provision 
after you stepped out in faith to be generous?  

 How does this passage tell us that there is more than meets the eye to the well-watered, 
lush valley that is chosen by Lot? What does this have to teach us about decision-making? 

Read: Genesis 13:14–18 

How does God expand here on his previous promise of offspring and land in Genesis 12:7? 

 How has God blessed you in a way that you did not understand or expect? 

WAR 

If you’ve got the time, have a brave soul read Genesis 14:1–12. 
If you don’t, give your group this brief summary: 

• Four eastern kings invade the Dead Sea Valley, where Lot lives, and subjugate the cities 
there, forcing them to pay tribute. 

• Twelve years later, the kings of the Dead Sea cities decide to revolt. 
• In response, the eastern kings invade again and subdue the rebellious cities, plundering 

them and taking people as slaves. Abram’s nephew Lot is taken. 

Read: Genesis 14:13–16 

 Here we see Abram “go on the offense” in order to establish peace. In what kind of 
circumstances does God call us to do that? In other words, when conflicts arise, when should we 
avoid them and when should we engage? 

 When the time comes to engage in conflict, how can we ensure that we do so in an 
appropriate and God-honoring way?  
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What do you think motivated Abram to take action and rescue the people of the valley? 

ABRAM AND MELCHIZEDEK 

Read: Genesis 14:17–24 

Reminder: The similarities Scripture draws between Melchizedek and Jesus are briefly explained in 
this week’s Study Guide. See the second paragraph under “Blessed Be God Most High.” 

 After experiencing such great victory, Abram worships God with Melchizedek. What are some 
victories in your life for which you have forgotten to give God glory? 

Take another look at verses 22 and 23. Why does Abram care so much about whether or not 
the king of Sodom will be able to brag about “making Abram rich”? 

Like Melchizedek, Jesus is both priest and king. How is Jesus glorified through each of these 
roles? 

 

PRAYER TIME 

Pray that the Lord would give you trust in his provision so that you can be generous with what he 
has entrusted you with. 

Pray for the opportunity to be a force for peace in the lives of those around you. 

Take time in your prayer to worship Jesus as both the king of kings and our high priest. 


