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LOVING JESUS, LOVING PEOPLE, PLOWING A COUNTER-CULTURE 
 
TEXT: Genesis 1–11 
MAIN IDEA: God is the one who must deliver us from sin and evil. 

LEADERS: 

• Welcome back to Community season! Thanks for stepping up to lead people in following Jesus. 
• If your group volunteered for a date to provide a meal for Lighthouse Pregnancy Resource Center, 

make sure that you start to nail down the details. 
• Mark your calendars for October 23. Our church is having a day to serve our ministry partners in 

the area. More details to come. 
• We’re baptizing! Since the very first Christians, all followers of Jesus have publicly declared their 

faith through baptism. So if you are his, and you haven’t done this, what are you waiting for? Go to 
our digital bulletin on our website to sign up. 

GETTING STARTED: 

• Watch this week’s Community Extras Video. 
• Icebreaker: What was the best thing you did this summer? 
• Opener: What did you take away from the sermon this week? 

 
 
AND IT WAS GOOD 

Read: Genesis 1:31 

Genesis 1 tells us that God created all things (“the heavens and the earth”). 

 What is something that God created “good” in your life that you are thankful for? 

What are some implications from the fact that God created the physical world good? 

Read: Genesis 2:15–24 

Genesis 2 focuses on God’s creation of humankind (man and woman). 

What are some ways that God provides for the man and the woman in this passage? 

Why do you think the forbidden tree is called “the tree of the knowledge of good and evil”? 

Chapter 2 ends, “The man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.” What is 
this telling us about life in the Garden of Eden? 
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THE FATEFUL CHOICE 

Genesis 3 tells of how the man and the woman disobey God by eating from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. And yet, there are marks of his grace throughout this tragic story. 

Read: Genesis 3:1–7 

Share about one thing that tempts you to disobey the Lord. 

How do these verses reflect realities about all sin and temptation? 

How does God show his grace to the man and the woman in verses 8–13? 

Give some specific ways that we see the effects of sin in our world. 

In the following verses, God confronts the man and the woman, who blame one another, the 
serpent, and even God himself. He then pronounces the consequences for their sin on each of 
them, beginning with the serpent, then the woman, and then the man. 

Read: Genesis 3:14–15 

Why is verse 15 often regarded as the first glimmer of the gospel in the Bible? 

What things do we learn about the gospel in verse 15? 

 

DEATH SPREAD TO ALL MEN 
(taken from Romans 5:12) 

Genesis 4 tells us how Adam and Eve’s first son, Cain, murdered his brother, Abel. As his parents 
were banished from the Garden (Genesis 3:22–24), Cain is banished further from the presence of 
God, to live the life of a wanderer. 

If the firstborn human child is a murderer, what does this say about the corrupting influence 
of sin? 

Through a series of short stories, ending at the Tower of Babel in chapter 11, Genesis shows how 
sin continues to spread and worsen, despite various potential “solutions.” The three clearest 
examples of this are longevity, judgment, and human achievement. 

Longevity: Genesis 5 tells of the incredibly long lives of Adam and Eve’s descendants. Despite 
their incredible lifespan, they all end the same: “And he died.” 
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 In what ways does our society idolize health, and how does God humble even our best efforts 
at preserving our bodies? Does this mean that health and fitness are bad things? Why or why not? 

Judgment: In Genesis 6–9, God brings judgment on the world in the form of a great flood. 

In what ways does the text portray the flood as a “do-over” of creation? 

Have you ever tried to reform someone’s behavior (including your own), simply through the 
threat of judgment? Was that effective? Why or why not? 

Human Achievement: While building a tall building seems commonplace to us, in the ancient 
world it was an incredibly impressive feat. Kings boasted about such buildings (called ziggurats), 
which would accompany temples and were thought to bridge the earth to the world of the gods.  
So, when Genesis 11 tells us of an attempt to build a tower with its top in the heavens, we should 
see this as an act of hubris, where people are attempting to regain what was lost through sin, not 
through repentance and faith, but by their own ingenuity. 

What would be a good example of a modern-day Tower of Babel? 

Adam and Eve were exiled eastward, out of the Garden of Eden (3:24). Cain is banished even 
further east (4:16). In light of that, why do you think the narrator makes the point of telling us that 
the people who came to build the tower “migrated from the east” (11:2)? 

What New Testament event can be viewed as a reversal of the Tower of Babel? And what is 
the significance of seeing it that way? 

How would you summarize the message of Genesis 1–11 in your own words? 
 

PRAYER TIME 

Pray for your fall Community Group season, that through it you would learn to follow Jesus more 
closely. 

Thank God for his mercy displayed through even the darkest moments in human history. 

Pray for those in your life who are “stuck in Genesis 11,” that they might come to know the 
forgiveness and grace that is found in Christ. 


