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SERMON TEXT: Romans 15:22-33 
KEY POINT: A true heart for God’s Kingdom looks beyond the local church to what God’s doing globally. 

FOR LEADERS 

• Spring ’21 Communities Season: Next week is our final week of Communities as we prepare our hearts for 
Easter! Our Spring 2021 Season will kickoff the week after easter and run for 8 weeks from 4/11/21 – 5/30/21! 

• 2 People: Don’t forget to remind your group to continue praying for two people every day as we look forward to 
Easter! 

• Attendance: Please remember to take attendance for your Community Group meetings! If you need any help with 
setting up your group meeting on Emergence Connect, definitely reach out to us! 

GETTING STARTED 

[1] Communities Video: Watch this week’s community extras video! 
[2] Icebreaker: What’s your favorite board game? Least favorite? 
[3] Opener: What were some of your big takeaways from the sermon this week? 

NOT A COMPETITION 

In our passage this week, we get to see some of Paul’s heart for the Kingdom and the global church. Pastor 
Ryan went on to explain that it’s important that we have a view of the Kingdom that expands beyond our 
own local mission, lest we become critical or “campy,” and then find ourselves competing against our 
brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 
[1] Have you ever personally seen a spirit of competition within the church? What are some reasons why 

different Bible-believing churches might end up opposed to one another? 
 
[2] In what way does a spirit of competition between churches reflect the values of our culture, rather than 

the values of God’s Kingdom? 
 
[3] Where might you have personally been contributing to such divisions? 

BALANCING THE MISSION 

Ask for a volunteer to read Romans 15: 22-24 
 
[4] Paul begins this week’s passage by writing, “This is the reason why I have so often been hindered in 

coming to you” (v. 22). What is the “reason” Paul is referring to? 
 
[5] Based upon what Paul writes here in Romans 15, what does Paul understand his primary mission to be, 

and why do you think he’s writing Romans? 
 
[6] It’s clear that Paul understands his primary call and gifting to see people saved and plant churches, but 

does this mean he should only concern himself with this? What about the church’s spiritual growth?  
 
[7] What is the particular gifting God has given you? How do you personally balance the importance of 

operating under our primary gifting, but not neglecting other important aspects to your mission? 
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JOIN IN THE BLESSING 

Ask for a volunteer to read Romans 15: 22-24 
 
[8] Why do you think Paul was concerning himself with collecting financial aid from Gentile churches in 

Rome to help Jewish churches in Jerusalem? Isn’t this just a distraction from his primary work as an 
evangelist and church planter?  

 
[9] Despite all the problems with the Corinthian church (the church in “Achaia”), Paul is still willing to 

involve them in the ministry and work alongside of them. How do we tell the difference between false 
churches that we shouldn’t partner with, and ones that perhaps just need more room to grow and 
mature? 

 
[10] Paul also mentions the generosity of the church in Macedonia, (which in 2 Cor 8:1-5, we learn is quite 

impoverished). Why do you think Paul would accept support from an impoverished church on behalf 
of the Jerusalem church? 

 
[11] What do you think Paul means by the “spiritual blessings” (v.27) that Gentile Christians have received 

from the Jewish people? Do you think that Christians should still consider this reason to bless the 
Jewish people today? Explain. 

PARTNERING IN PRAYER 

[12] This passage also highlights the importance of praying for believers outside of our own local church – 
which Christians, churches, ministries, etc. outside of Emergence do you regularly pray for? 

 
[13] What is Paul’s attitude for his own persecution? How does your own attitude toward persecution 

compare to Paul’s here? 
 
[14] Re-read verse 31. If all Paul’s doing is delivering money, why would he be concerned that it might not 

be acceptable? Doesn’t everyone like cold hard cash? 
 
[15] According to the book of Acts (21-28), how does Paul eventually make it to Rome? What does that 

teach us about God’s sovereignty? Do you think that the travails that brought him there prevented him 
from being “refreshed” in their company? 

 

PRAYER 

[1] Remember and pray for the two people you’ve committed to praying for leading up to Easter. 
 
[2] Take time to pray for several other churches, ministries, and groups of believers outside of 

Emergence. 
 


