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SERMON TEXT: Romans 14:13-23 
KEY POINT: It is an act of maturity to withhold our freedoms for the sake of a brother or sister in Christ. 

FOR LEADERS 

• Attendance: Please remember to take attendance for your Community Group meetings! If you need any help with 
setting up your group meeting on Emergence Connect, definitely reach out to us! 

GETTING STARTED 

[1] Communities Video: Watch this week’s community extras video! 
[2] Icebreaker: If your TV somehow broke and could only play one move on repeat, what would it be 

and why? 
[3] Opener: What were some of your biggest takeaways from the sermon this week? 

OF PRIMARY IMPORTANCE 

Just to review: 
 

• First-order issues: Non-negotiable things that must be believed/done in order to be a Christian. 
(You cannot deny these and still meaningfully call yourself a Christian.) 

• Second-order issues: Things that are outside of core doctrine that churches must take positions on. 
(These may inform or determine which type of Bible-believing church you’ll attend.) 

• Third-order issues: Issues of conscience that are of lesser importance and centrality than others. 
(Christians within the same congregation will differ on these issues.) 

 
[1] What have been some things you’ve learned and benefitted from so far in our discussion of the 

distinction between first, second, and third-order issues? 
 
[2] What are some of the best tools a Christian can have as part of his or her attitude for navigating 

disagreements between these differing issues? 
 
[3] Which of these attitudes do you think you could stand to work on? 

THINKING RIGHTLY ABOUT GATHERING 

Ask for someone to read Romans 14:13-23. 
 
[4] Take another look at this passage – what kind of language is Paul using here to get us to identify with 

one another? 
 
[5] How should this passage’s emphasis on love and family impact the way we deal with disagreements in 

the church? 
 
[6] Given that we live in a highly consumeristic culture, what are some patterns of thinking can we 

sometimes improperly apply to the way we view church? Why are these patterns wrong? 
 
[7] In what way do these types of attitudes inhibit our ability to engage with the mission that God has 

called us to?  
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STUMBLING BLOCKS 

[8] Last week we were introduced to the categories of “weak” and “strong.” Which of these is Paul 
addressing here? Why do you think he’s giving them more specific attention than the other?  

 
[9] Does this mean that the other party has no obligation to change or accommodate others’ opinions 

and conduct? Why or why not?  
 
[10] What does it mean to place a stumbling block in front of another person?  
 
[11] What are some freedoms that you personally enjoy that have the potential to make others stumble? 
 
[12] Have you ever been in a situation where someone stumbled in their faith because other Christians 

were not being sensitive or accommodating to the needs of those around them? What was the result, 
and what do you think could have been done differently? 

FOCUS ON THE MAIN THING 

[13] What do you think verse 17 means, and why is this so important for us to remember? 
 
[14] What kind(s) of things do you think Paul has in mind in verse 19?  
 
[15] What does it mean to have a clear conscience regarding things you approve of in your own life? 

What are some examples of this for you? 
 
[16] Is there anything in your own life that you feel God is calling you to reevaluate in terms of your own 

approval or disapproval?   

PRAYER 

[1] Pray that God would reveal things in your life that could be potential stumbling blocks for others, and 
the awareness to the needs of others in their walk with God.  

 
[2] Pray for God to convict you regarding the things you approve or disapprove of, which may be causing 

unnecessary distraction or division within the body of Christ. 


