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SERMON TEXT: Romans 13:11-14 
KEY POINT: Salvation is nearer than we may think – it’s time to wake up and get dressed! 

FOR LEADERS 

• Attendance!: Please remember to take attendance for your Community Group meetings! It may seem like a simple 
thing, but it is unbelievably helpful for us to gauge how we’re doing in discipling our church! Thank you in advance, 
and please reach out if you need help setting up your recurring events in Emergence Connect!   

GETTING STARTED 

[1] Communities Video: Watch this week’s community extras video! 
[2] Icebreaker: What kind of a sleeper are you? Do you need a specific environment? Explain. 
[3] Opener: What was one takeaway you had from the sermon this week? 

WAKE UP 

Ask for a volunteer to read Romans 13:11-12. 
 
[1] What are some things in life that may “put us to sleep” to the things of God? 
 
[2] In your own life, what are some things that you feel you should “wake up” to? 
 
[3] If you found yourself before God today – either because of Christ’s return or your own death – what 

would you wish you’d have done differently? What does it look like, right now, to change that for you? 
 
It isn’t wrong to want to fear God’s coming judgment. In fact, it’s biblical, and should motivate us to be 
“ready.” But it isn’t God’s judgment that Paul uses here to try and motivate us for preparedness, but God’s 
salvation. 

 
[4] How does the shift from fearing God’s judgment to looking forward to His salvation change our 

motivations for living wakefully? 
 
[5] Why do you think so many people have a hard time living with eternity in mind? What are some 

things that make it hard for you personally? 

GET DRESSED 

Ask for someone to read Romans 13:12-13 
 

Paul tells us that if we want to be dressed and ready for salvation, there are first some things we need to “take 
off.” In the sermon, Ryan suggested that there are three groups that these fall into: 1.) sins of excess, 2.) 
sexual sin and 3.) relational sin. He went on to explain that the term “orgies” (used in the ESV) here is best 
understood as a life of carousing – excessive feasting, self-indulgence and partying.  

 
[6] While good celebration is often something highly regarded in Scripture (e.g. Matt. 11:19, John 2:1-11), 

how do we separate legitimate, God-honoring time with friends and family from inappropriate 
gluttony? 
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[7] In what ways does a life of excessive self-indulgence damage our walk with God and inhibit us from 

living on mission for the Gospel? 
 
[8] What do you think would be the most appropriate and loving way to approach someone struggling 

with this? How would you want someone to approach you if you weren’t able to see it in yourself? 
 

The second group of “sins of the night” mentioned here are “sexuality and sensuality,” which, biblically, mean 
sex outside of God’s design for one woman and one man within the covenant of marriage. 

 
[9] Why do you think the Bible makes such a big deal about sex? 
 
[10] Ryan encouraged us all to take Paul’s words in verse 14 to heart for help in the areas of sexual sin. 

What are some practical ways in which we could apply this to our own lives? 
 
[11] Why do you think Paul pairs quarreling and jealousy together? Where are you most tempted with 

these things in your own life? 

PUT ON CHRIST 

In the sermon, Ryan offered three very practical ways in which we may “put on Christ” in our daily lives: 
 
[12] Putting on his Word. What does healthy habit of readying Scripture look like for you? 
 
[13] Putting on his works. In what way does doing the work God has for us aid in “making no 

provision for the flesh?” 
 
[14] Putting on his power. What does it mean to be led by the Holy Spirit? What does this look like in 

your life? 

PRAYER 

[1] Pray that God would help you to avoid works of darkness in your life. 
 
[2] Thank the Lord for the gift of community that we have to walk with other brothers and sisters in 

Christ, who also want to honor and glorify God. Pray that God would give you encouragement to walk 
closely with one another, and not be dragged off by your own sinful desires. 

 
[3] Pray that the Lord would give you a genuine joy in “putting on Christ,” and bless you with a daily 

mindfulness the freedom it brings. 


