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SERMON TEXT: Romans 13:1-8 
KEY POINT: Christians have an obligation to honor and submit to governing authorities. 

FOR LEADERS 

• Attendance!: Please remember to take attendance for your Community Group meetings! It may seem like a simple 
thing, but it is unbelievably helpful for us to gauge how we’re doing in discipling our church! Thank you in advance, 
and please reach out if you need help setting up your recurring events in Emergence Connect!   

GETTING STARTED 

[1] Communities Video: Watch this week’s community extras video! 
[2] Icebreaker: Are you excited for the coming snowfall? Why or why not? 
[3] Opener: What was one takeaway you had from the sermon this week? 

BE SUBJECT TO THE GOVERNING AUTHORITES 

This week we open our Bibles to what is perhaps one of the most challenging yet most timely passages for 
our culture today with Romans 13.  
 
Ask for someone to read Romans 13:1–2. 
 
[1] Why do you think these verses so challenging for so many people to hear and obey today?  
 
[2] What do you think are some typical questions that might arise from these first two verses? 
 

In the sermon, Ryan contrasted two different views of what God is doing in our world: 1.) The first view, 
which sees God orchestrating events to maximize our comforts as his people and 2.) the second, which sees 
God drawing people to himself, to save us through the death and resurrection of his Son. Ryan also offered 
us the first point of what’s known as the “Westminster catechism,” which states that the chief purpose of life 
is to glorify God and enjoy him forever. 
 
[3] In light of this second, more biblical view, how might God use even wicked rulers to accomplish his 
purposes? 
 
[4] Where have you seen God work through difficult events in your own life to impact your eternal good? 
 
[5] While there are rarer times when we are justified in resisting authorities, this passage makes clear 
that, in the vast majority of instances, we are to submit to them. What is the reason Paul gives for this, 
and what are some ways that ignoring this command can damage our witness in the world? 

THE GOOD FUNCTION OF GOVERNMENT 

Ask for someone to read Romans 13:3–5. 
 
[6] According to this passage, what are the general, God-ordained purposes for governing authorities in 

our world? In what ways do these functions benefit society as a whole? In what ways do they benefit 
the church? 
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[7] Why should Christians care about “not fearing” those who are in authority? 
 

Ask for someone to (re)read last week’s passage in Romans 12:14-21. 
 
[8] What principles from last week’s more general passage are being applied more specifically to how we 

interact with the government in this week’s passage? 
 
[9] In verse 5, why do you think Paul is mentioning “conscience” as an additional reason to submit to 

governing authorities? 
 
[10] What does submission to governing authorities look like when we disagree with the actions of those 

authorities? 

PAYING TAXES 

Ask for someone to read Romans 13:6–7. 
 
[11] Here Paul presents a specific example of submission to government—the paying of taxes. What 

justifications might we be tempted to use for not paying taxes? 
 
[12] What are some things that our taxes go towards that enable the gospel to flourish in our society? 
 
[13] While our answers to the previous question (11) surely provide compelling reasons why it is good to 

pay taxes, notice that the positive benefits we receive from what is done with tax revenue is not cited 
in this passage as the fundamental reason it is right for us to pay them. What is the reason that is 
given? 

CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE 

Ryan mentioned three Scriptural examples of when God’s people were right to disobey governmental 
authorities: The Hebrew midwives (Exodus 1:15–21), Daniel’s companions (Daniel 3), and the Apostles (Acts 
4:13–22). 
 
[13] What is the justification for civil disobedience in each of these examples?  
 
[14] In what ways are Christians faced with these in contemporary society? 
 
[15] Romans 13 teaches us that we should be very cautious about looking for reasons to disobey the 

governing authorities. In other words, we should approach these matters with humility and caution. 
What should be our attitude towards other Christians when we disagree about reasons for civil 
disobedience? 

PRAYER 

[1] Take the opportunity to pray with your group for the civil servants who are in authority over us. You 
can use 1 Timothy 2:1–3 as a guide. 

[2] Pray that the Lord would help you to have a right attitude towards those who govern us. 

 


