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LOVING JESUS, LOVING PEOPLE, PLOWING A COUNTER-CULTURE 
 
TEXT: 1 Samuel 17 
MAIN IDEA: God builds courage in us so that we can fearlessly serve him in the face of criticism 
and opposition. 

LEADERS: 

• In the weeks leading up to Easter, we are observing Lent three ways: 
o Committing ourselves to fasting from sundown to sundown Sunday–Mondays. 
o Focusing on meditations sent out from Pastor Ryan each Monday. Make sure you’re 

signed up on Emergence Connect to receive these. 
o Meeting Wednesdays, 3/30, 4/6, and 4/13, at 6:30 am in both Ringwood and Totowa for 

prayer and fellowship. 
• SPRING FEST is coming up on April 9. Everyone still has the opportunity to sign up to help, but 

now we are focusing our attention on whom we’ll invite. Be sure to start praying about this! 
• Emergence is turning 10! On April 3, both campuses will gather in Totowa for a celebration. To 

God be the glory!!.  
• Baptism is available both in-person and online. See the digital bulletin for details. 

 

GETTING STARTED: 

• Watch this week’s Community Extras Video. 
• Icebreaker: As Easter season is upon us, whom are you trying to reach with the hope of the 

gospel? 
• Opener: What is something that stood out to you from the sermon this week? 

 
 

Leaders: First Samuel 17 is quite a long chapter (58 verses). Ryan began his sermon at verse 20. If your 
group likes to read a lot, by all means feel free to read verses 1–19. Or, you can read this summary: 

Once again, Israel, under the leadership of King Saul, is facing the Philistine army in battle. The two armies 
are encamped opposite one another on two hills, each overlooking the Valley of Elah. The battle, however, 
is not conventional, but is rather a form called “single combat,” in which a champion from each side will be 
chosen to slug it out until one is dead, in order to determine which army will prevail. (This kind of combat is 
found also in 2 Samuel 2:12–17, 21:15–22, and 23:20, as well as in numerous examples throughout the 
ancient world.) The Philistine champion, Goliath, is so huge and intimidating that none of the Israelite 
soldiers dares approach him, creating a stalemate that lasts forty days. 

Meanwhile, we learn of David, a young Israelite shepherd boy with three older brothers who are serving as 
part of Saul’s army. David’s father Jesse has been sending him to carry provisions to his brothers. On one of 
these trips, David happens to be there when Goliath steps out to once again demand that Israel send forth 
a champion . . . 
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Where True Courage Comes From 

Read 1 Samuel 17:20–26. 

Twice so far, the text has underscored the fear that gripped the Israelite soldiers (vv. 11, 24). 
David’s response is different: “Who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should defy the armies 
of the living God?” In the sermon, Ryan explained that this is because David trusted in God’s 
promises to Israel, that he would protect those who are faithful to him and oppose those who 
oppose them (e.g., Genesis 12:3; Leviticus 26:3–13). 

  Why is fear, rather than courageous trust in God, such a natural response to things and 
people that intimidate us? 

 Can you recall a time when fear caused you to do something you regret? How might things 
have turned out differently if instead you had the courage to trust God in that situation? 

  If trust in God’s promises is such a powerful tool against fear, why do you think so many 
Christians are often unaware of what those promises actually are? 

Leaders: There is a list of some of the major promises of God at the end of this study guide. 

 As of verse 27, do you think David expects that he will be the one to fight the Philistine giant? 
Why or why not? What does this teach us about David’s faith? 

 In 1 Samuel 4:1–11, the Israelites confidently march out to battle the Philistines, and are 
decimated by them. How is David’s attitude in this chapter different from that of the Israelite army 
in chapter 4? What insight do you gain for your own walk from this? 

How True Courage Is Developed 

Read 1 Samuel 17:28–30. 

  What do you think might have motivated Eliab to be so critical of his brother’s courage? 

 Have you ever been critical of someone else’s courage? If so, what do you think motivated that? 

  In the sermon, Ryan advised us to deal with critics by outlasting, out-loving, and out-
fruiting them. When in your life have you seen this strategy work, either with yourself or someone 
else? 

Read 1 Samuel 17:31–40. 

In the sermon, Ryan noted that David’s courage was developed in obscurity—alone in the field with 
his father’s flocks, doing the job that was beneath everyone else (cf. 1 Sam 16:1–13). 
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 When have you seen the Lord develop strengths in someone through obscurity, either in your 
life or in someone else’s? 

  How does the text dispel the notion that David’s courage and abilities come merely from 
his skill as a shepherd? 

 Do you feel that perhaps the Lord is developing your courage in obscurity now? If so, how? 

How Courage Is Transformative 

Read 1 Samuel 17:41–47. 

  What reasons does David give for why he believes the Philistines will be defeated, and why 
is each of these things important? 

  What would be the equivalent of these things with respect to our mission to bring the 
gospel to the ends of the earth? 

Read 1 Samuel 17:48–54. 

 Why do you think David’s defeat of Goliath is told within the span of a verse (v. 49), while the 
battle taunts took an entire seven-verse paragraph (vv. 41–47)? 

Notice the change in morale in both armies. The Israelites, who cowered in fear, are now brave 
and chase their enemy, while the Philistines, who were confident and secure, now flee for their 
lives. 

  Share about a time when someone’s God-given courage to fearlessly spread the gospel 
contagiously caught on to inspire other acts of courage among the people of God. 

  In what ways does Christ’s bravery in going to the cross give us the courage to fulfill God’s 
calling on our lives? 

Leaders: For this final question you might want to suggest passages like Colossians 1:24–26, Hebrews 
12:1–2, 1 Peter 2:18–25. 

PRAYER TIME 

Pray for the Lord to develop courage in you, and that it might be aimed in the right direction, not 
to build your own selfish pride, but for fearless gospel proclamation. 

Thank the Lord for countless examples of courage, including the example of Christ, the author and 
perfecter of our faith. 
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Pray for the courage of the Christians in Ukraine, and those whom the Lord is using to help them. 

 

Some promises God makes to us: 

The ultimate defeat of Satan (Gen 3:15). 

God will never again destroy the earth with a flood (Gen 9:11). 

Abraham will be a father to “many nations,” and he will be God to Abraham’s “offspring” (Gen 
17:4; cf. Gal 3:7–9). 

David’s offspring (the Messiah) will rule over God’s people forever (2 Sam 7:16; Psalm 89:19–37). 

The one who delights in the law of the Lord and meditates on it will be blessed like a tree planted 
by streams of water (Psalm 1). 

One day the earth will enjoy perfect peace, and shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the 
waters cover the sea (Isa 11:9). 

Under the New Covenant, we will be God’s people, his law will be written on our hearts, and we 
will all know him (Jer 31:31–34). His Spirit will give us a new heart (Eze 36:26–27). 

The Son of Man will reign forever over a kingdom of all peoples, nations, and languages (Dan 7:13–
14). 

Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord Jesus will be saved from their sin (Matt 1:21; Acts 
2:21; Rom 10:13), and will not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16; 10:28). 

In our proclamation of the gospel, Jesus is with us always, to the end of the age (Matt 28:18–20). 

Whoever comes to Jesus will not be cast out and will be raised on the last day to eternal life (John 
6:37–40; 1 Corinthians 15:1–55). 

No one can snatch us from the Father’s hand (10:27–29). 

Whatever we ask in Jesus’ name will be given to us (John 14:13–14; 15:16). 

We are empowered to walk in the Spirit by the same power that raised Jesus from the dead (Rom 
6:1–4). 

God works all things together for the good of those who love him and are called according to his 
purpose (Rom 8:28). 

The armor of God will enable us to stand against the evil one (Gal 6:10–20). 

God will supply every need of ours, according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus (Phil 4:19). 


