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LOVING JESUS, LOVING PEOPLE, PLOWING A COUNTER-CULTURE 
 
TEXT: 1 Corinthians 13 
MAIN IDEA: Love is not merely a feeling that happens to us, but an attitude of the heart that is 
defined by specific characteristics. 

LEADERS: 

• In the weeks leading up to Easter, we are observing Lent three ways: 
o Committing ourselves to fasting from sundown to sundown Sunday–Mondays. 
o Focusing on meditations sent out from Pastor Ryan each Monday. Make sure you’re 

signed up on Emergence Connect to receive these. 
o Meeting Wednesdays at 6:30 am in both Ringwood and Totowa for prayer and fellowship. 

• SPRING FEST is an outreach event that we are having on April 9, and we are still in need of 
volunteers. If you’d like to pitch in so that you can make an impact for the gospel on the people 
living in our community, go to our digital bulletin and sign up!! 

• Baptism is available both in-person and online. See the digital bulletin for details. 
 

GETTING STARTED: 

• Watch this week’s Community Extras Video. 
• Icebreaker: Given that many of us are fasting during this Lent season, what do you see as the 

purpose of fasting? 
• Opener: What is something that stood out to you from the sermon this week? 

 
 

The Superiority of Love 

Read 1 Corinthians 13:1–4. 

  First Corinthians 12–14 is a well-known passage where Paul teaches on spiritual gifts—
abilities and inclinations that the Lord gives us so we can build one another up. Why do you think 
he inserts a chapter on love in the middle of that discussion? 

  What is the danger of having all the other things listed here (tongues, prophecy, 
understanding of mysteries, knowledge, faith, extreme giving, self-sacrifice), but not love? Why is 
the absence of this one thing so serious that Paul would say, “I have nothing”? 

 In this paragraph, Paul lists several actions that we would typically think of as great acts of 
love—namely, extreme generosity (“if I give away all I have”) and self-sacrifice (“if I deliver up my 
body to be burned”). And yet, he clearly thinks these are not what love actually is, since it is 
possible to do both and to not have love. What does this imply about the nature of love? Is it 
merely a feeling? Why or why not? 
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 Which of the things listed in this paragraph are you tempted to hide behind without being 
loving? 

What Love Is 

Read 1 Corinthians 13:4–7 

  What are the seven things listed in this passage that love does (as opposed to what it does 
not do)? 

  Do you find any of these surprising to be listed in a description of love? If so, which one(s) 
and why? 

 Which of these are the hardest for you to exercise towards others and why? 

 Describe a time when someone loved you in a way described here, and how it impacted you. 

  What is a concrete situation in your life right now where you have an opportunity to show 
one or more of these things towards someone else? 

What Love Is Not 

  What are the eight things listed in this passage that love is not? 

 Can you recall a time when you displayed one or more of these towards someone you were 
supposed to love? How did that affect them? How did it affect you? 

  Do you currently have a relationship where you are struggling with showing one or more 
of these things towards someone else? 

 What good might come by showing biblical love to that person? 

 

PRAYER TIME 

Thank God for perfectly displaying his love for us in the cross of Christ. 

Pray that God would reveal to you the ways in which you fall short of his standard of love, and that 
he would help you reflect it better. 

Continue to pray for the church in Ukraine, and for our Christian brothers and sisters who are 
suffering there and bringing the gospel to those who are. 


