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LOVING JESUS, LOVING PEOPLE, PLOWING A COUNTER-CULTURE 
 
TEXT: Revelation 2 & 3 
MAIN IDEA: Jesus challenges churches that lack love, discernment, and vitality. 

LEADERS: 

• Thank you for spreading the word to the ladies in your groups who might be able to help the 
woman in Wayne whom we’ve been telling you about. Now we need to get this going, so please 
make sure everyone who is interesting in serving is in contact with Pastor Doug 
(doug.becker@emergencenj.org). 

• SPRING FEST is an outreach event that we are having on April 9, and we are still in need of 
volunteers. If you’d like to pitch in so that you can make an impact for the gospel on the people 
living in our community, go to our digital bulletin and sing up!! 

• Baptism is available both in-person and online. See the digital bulletin for details. 
 

GETTING STARTED: 

• Watch this week’s Community Extras Video. 
• Icebreaker: Who in your life do you plan on reaching out to this Easter season? How do you plan 

on doing this (e.g., bringing them to the Easter services, the Spring Fest, etc.)? 
• Opener: What is something that stood out to you from the sermon? 

 
 

Leaders: Revelation chapters 2 and 3 are part of the first vision in the book of Revelation. Here, Jesus 
directly addresses seven prominent churches located in Asia Minor. In each of the letters, he is introduced 
with elements taken from his initial appearance to John in Revelation 1:12–20. 

To Ephesus 

Read Revelation 2:1–7. 

 What things does Jesus commend the church at Ephesus for? What might each of these things 
look like in a church today? 

  What is Jesus’ issue with this church, and why does this matter if they’re otherwise doing 
all the right things? 

 Share about a time in your life when your love for Jesus died down. How did that impact your 
faith and your walk with him? 

  How can a person who has grown cold in this way cultivate an abiding love for Jesus? Isn’t 
love something that just happens to us, totally out of our control? 
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 How can we tell the difference between a genuine versus a shallow love for Jesus? 

Leaders: Some helpful passages on this include John 14:21–24, Galatians 2:20, and 1 John 4:7–21. 

To Thyatira 

Read Revelation 2:18–29. 

  In your own words, what does Jesus have against the church of Thyatira? 

 Who was Jezebel, and what did she do that makes Jesus refer to this woman by her name? 

 In other passages, such as 1 Corinthians 8 and Romans 14, Paul seems to imply that Christians 
can consume meat sacrificed to idols with a good conscience, and that those who do should simply 
not violate the consciences of those who are not able to. Here, there seems to be no tolerance for 
this. Why? What is the difference between what is going on in those passages and what is going on 
here in Thyatira (and also at Pergamum, Rev 2:14)? 

Leaders: In Corinth and at Rome, the issue was that meat used in pagan rituals was inexpensive, and 
sometimes this was the only meat one could get in the market. Since there was nothing spiritually significant 
about this meat (these were, after all, false gods), Christians could consume it, and the only real issue was 
how to navigate the conflict between those who understood this and those who did not. By contrast, in 
Pergamum and Thyatira, it seems that some Christians had been led astray into actually participating in the 
worship of pagan deities. 

 How can we discern between people speaking in God’s name who will lead us astray and those 
who do not, but are faithful messengers of God? Why do we need to be very careful with people 
who claim to have prophetic words for the church? 

  Can you think of an example of someone who went too far in the direction of skepticism 
towards prophecy, possibly under the guise of “discernment”? 

 In verses 24 and 25, Jesus speaks of some who have become enamored with what he calls “the 
deep things of Satan.” In response, he encourages his faithful to “hold fast what you have until I 
come.” What do you think is going on here, and why is “holding fast to what you have” a good way 
to combat this error? 

  Does this mean we should not pursue “deeper” spiritual knowledge? Why or why not? 
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To Sardis 

Read Revelation 3:1–6. 

  In today’s world, what sort of things would give a dead church the appearance of being 
alive? 

  What is it that can make a church dead? 

 Can you think of a teaching of Jesus elsewhere that sounds a lot like verses 2 and 3? What 
point is Jesus making there, and is that relevant to the situation with the church at Sardis? 

 How are you personally susceptible to falling asleep spiritually? 

 

PRAYER TIME 

Thank God for the faithful churches that have been a part of your life and ask that he would give 
them all they need to finish the fight. 

Pray for your own lack of love, discernment, and vitality. 

Continue to pray for the church in Ukraine, and for our Christian brothers and sisters who are 
suffering there and bringing the gospel to those who are. 


