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LOVING JESUS, LOVING PEOPLE, PLOWING A COUNTER-CULTURE 
 
TEXT: Song of Solomon 5–6 
MAIN IDEA: In marriage, every conflict is an opportunity to either harm or strengthen the 
relationship.  

LEADERS: 

• We are still looking for groups to provide meals at Servant’s Heart. Check to see if your people 
want to do this!! Hint: Someone else can run point for you if you don’t have the time ;-) 

o This ministry provides an introductory trade education that equips young adults with all the 
skills to build houses so that they can serve the community in the name of Jesus in north 
Jersey. 

o Similar to our opportunity with Lighthouse last season, our groups will provide meals for 
about 30 people at Servant Heart’s Paterson location. Meals should be there by 7:45 pm. 

o Beginning this Tuesday (Jan 25), there are thirteen weeks that Servant’s Heart needs filled. 
o Sign up at https://www.servantsheartnj.org/wpmeals/. 
 

GETTING STARTED: 

• Watch this week’s Community Extras Video. 
• Icebreaker: What was the best thing you did this summer? 
• Opener: What is the best TV show of all time and why? 

 
 
Leaders: In the sermon, Ryan said that whereas Song of Solomon chapters 1 and 2 are about the initial 
attraction between two people (we saw this last week), chapters 3 and 4 portray their wedding and the 
nights following it, and chapter 5 tells us of the two settling into life together. 

Read Song of Solomon 5:1–6. 

 Put what is going on in this passage into your own words. 

  The cause of the conflict is that they both want something that they are right to desire—
she wants sleep and he wants lovey time. Can you recall a time when conflict arose in your life 
because different people wanted different things, and neither was in the wrong?  

 Answering first from this passage and then from personal experience, what things can we can 
do to make sure our relationships are strengthened and not harmed by this kind of conflict? 
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Read Song of Solomon 5:7–8. 

 In the sermon, Ryan indicated that the brutal “watchmen of the walls” of verse 7 are probably 
a metaphor for something else. If this is so, what do they most likely stand for, given what we saw 
in 8:9–10 last week? In light of that, what is the woman experiencing here in 5:7? 

 The woman in this passage is eager to make sure her husband knows she loves him deeply, and  
enlists others to help her get the message to him since he is no longer around. Why is it important 
to affirm your love in the midst of and after a conflict? 

Read Song of Solomon 5:9–16. 

  In verse 9, the woman’s companions essentially ask her, “What’s so special about your guy?” 
Rather than slandering him for his insensitivity, she sings his praises. If you are in a relationship 
(dating, engaged, married), would your friends say that you do the same in how you talk about him 
or her? Why or why not? 

  Does a commitment to speak well about other people mean that we can never express 
our disapproval over something they did? If not, what is the right way to do this? And how do we 
decide what kind of third parties to confide in? 

Read Song of Solomon 6:1–3. 

  In the sermon, Ryan called attention to the beautiful refrain that recurs throughout the 
book: “I am my beloved’s and my beloved is mine.” In particular, he noted the subtle difference 
between the phrase as it occurs here in verse 3, and when we first see it in 2:16. What is the 
difference, and how does this show progression in how their love has developed, now that they are 
married? 

Read Song of Solomon 6:4–10. 

  As the woman praised her husband at the end of chapter 5, so it is his turn to extoll her 
virtue and beauty. In neither case did we find unoriginal general clichés, but rather compliments 
that are thoughtful and specific (albeit a bit strange to our twenty-first century minds). What does 
this teach you about encouraging (1) people in general and then (2) one’s spouse in particular? 

Read Song of Solomon 6:11–12. 

  In what way has the initial conflict brought growth? 

 Can you recall a time when a conflict you had helped you grow? Can you recall a time when it 
did not, and maybe even set you back? What caused these different outcomes? 
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PRAYER TIME 

Thank the Lord for the conflicts he brings into your life, and ask for his wisdom and patience so 
that you can see in them the hand of your loving Father. 

Pray for those you know (maybe yourself too!) who are struggling in their relationships and need 
to learn how to grow through conflict. 

 


