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LOVING JESUS, LOVING PEOPLE, PLOWING A COUNTER-CULTURE 
 
TEXT: Song of Solomon 1:1–10 
MAIN IDEA: A godly relationship is patterned after Jesus’ love for the church.  

LEADERS: 

• Welcome back to Community season! May God bless you in the coming weeks as you make 
disciples who make disciples. 

• Announce to your group the opportunity to provide meals at Servant’s Heart. 
o This ministry provides an introductory trade education that equips young adults with all the 

skills to build houses so that they can serve the community in the name of Jesus in north 
Jersey. 

o Similar to our opportunity with Lighthouse last season, our groups will provide meals for 
about 30 people at Servant Heart’s Paterson location. Meals should be there by 7:45 pm. 

o Beginning this Tuesday (Jan 25), there are thirteen weeks that Servant’s Heart needs filled. 
o Sign up at https://www.servantsheartnj.org/wpmeals/. 

• From now through February 7, Pastor Ryan is teaching a workshop on sharing your faith. These 
will be held on Monday nights at 7 pm at our Totowa campus. 
 

GETTING STARTED: 

• Watch this week’s Community Extras Video. 
• Icebreaker: What was the best thing you did this summer? 
• Opener: What did you do with your snowy Saturday this last week? 

 
 
Leaders: Ryan said that he sees the Song of Solomon as about Solomon’s repentance for the things he did 
wrong in his marriage, and an appeal to the “daughters of Jerusalem” to get it right and not make the 
mistakes that he made. 

 Where do people tend to learn about relationships and sex, and how do these sources mislead 
us? 

  Why is it so difficult for people to think and act with wisdom in romantic relationships? 

In the sermon, Ryan pointed to five tests in the first ten verses of the Song of Solomon. 

Test 1: The Goal 

Read Song of Solomon 1:1–4. 

 What did Ryan mean by saying that people get either weird or worldly with verse 2? 
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  What is the goal of romantic relationships for people who don’t know God, and how does 
that differ from God’s good design? 

 In view of your answer to the last question, what is a wise attitude towards dating for people 
who do not see themselves being married within the next two or three years, and why is this wise? 

Test 2: Character 

As Ryan noted, “your name is oil poured out” refers to the good reputation that someone has. 
This is something we should all look for in a godly spouse—they have a reputation for knowing, 
loving, and serving Jesus. 

 What are some character flaws that you have that tend to get amplified in romantic 
relationships? 

 What is the right attitude that God wants us to have towards our own character flaws? 

 How do we strike a balance between being foolishly blind to a person’s shortcomings and 
being so overly picky that no one can live up to the standards we set for them? 

Test 3: Friends and Family 

 What is the significance of the label “others” halfway through verse 4? 

Leaders: The designations, “she,” “he,” and “others” that are found throughout the Song of Solomon 
in English Bible translations are not in the original Hebrew. They are placed there by the translators 
in order to indicate whose voice is speaking, which is sometimes clearer in Hebrew than it is in 
English. 

  Why is it a good idea to be open-minded to the input of your friends and family regarding 
the character of a person you’re dating (or would like to date)?  

Test 4: Faithfulness 

Read Song of Solomon 1:5–7 and 8:8–10. 

  In chapter 8, what is meant by the images of a wall and a door, and which one brings 
blessing and happiness? 

 In the sermon, Ryan said that the best way to know if a person is going to be honor you 
sexually after marriage is whether they’ve honored you sexually before marriage. Why is this the 
case? 
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 In 1:5–7, what does the woman mean by describing herself as “dark”? Why is this relevant to 
the topic of romantic relationships? 

Test 5: Insecurity and Shame 

Read Song of Solomon 1:8–10. 

  How does the man respond here to the insecurities the woman expressed in verses 5–7? 

 What are some other ways a godly spouse should handle the other person’s insecurities and 
shame? 

Read Ephesians 5:31–32 

  The Bible is clear that marriage is designed to reflect Christ’s love for the church. How 
does Jesus handle our shame and insecurities, and what does that teach us about how to be 
towards our spouses? 

 

PRAYER TIME 

Pray for those you know who are either single or in a dating relationship, that they would take to 
heart the truths we discussed in this passage. 

Pray for those who are married, that they would display Jesus’ love to the world through the way 
they treat their spouses. 

Praise God that he always gives us the example of Christ to show us what perfect love is. 


