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LOVING JESUS, LOVING PEOPLE, PLOWING A COUNTER-CULTURE 
 
TEXT: Colossians 1:15–23 
MAIN IDEA: Jesus is God, and this changes everything. 

LEADERS: 

• Welcome back to Community season! May God bless you in the coming weeks as you make 
disciples who make disciples. 

• Announce to your group the opportunity to provide meals at Servant’s Heart. 
o This ministry provides an introductory trade education that equips young adults with all the 

skills to build houses so that they can serve the community in the name of Jesus in north 
Jersey. 

o Similar to our opportunity with Lighthouse last season, our groups will provide meals for 
about 30 people at Servant Heart’s Paterson location. Meals should be there by 7:45 pm. 

o Beginning this Tuesday (Jan 25), there are thirteen weeks that Servant’s Heart needs filled. 
o Sign up at https://www.servantsheartnj.org/wpmeals/. 

• From now through February 7, Pastor Ryan is teaching a workshop on sharing your faith. These 
will be held on Monday nights at 7 pm at our Totowa campus. 
 

GETTING STARTED: 

• Watch this week’s Community Extras Video. 
• Icebreaker: What was the best thing you did this summer? 
• Opener: What’s your New Year’s resolution? 

 
 
Begin by reading this week’s passage in its entirety—Colossians 1:15–23. 

  Name three interesting truths that you see taught in this passage. 

  Is there anything you find puzzling or difficult in it? 

JESUS IS GOD 

 Important things are said in this text that contribute to our understanding of Jesus’ divine 
nature. Why is it important to know that Jesus is God? Isn’t it enough that he died on the cross and 
rose to save us from our sins? 

Jesus Reveals the Father 

Read Colossians 1:15, John 14:9, and Hebrews 1:3. 

  What are some ways that Jesus Christ, a human being, reveals God to us? 
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 How has Jesus changed your understanding of God? 

Jesus Is over All Creation 

 In verse 15, Paul says that Jesus is the “firstborn over all creation.” What is the common 
misunderstanding of this expression that Ryan noted in the sermon, and why is it wrong (see 
Exodus 4:22, Psalm 89:27, and Jeremiah 31:9)? 

 In what ways is your life challenged by the truth that Jesus is “over all creation”?   

Jesus Holds All Things Together 

Read Colossians 1:16–17 and John 1:1–3. 

 In verse 16, why do you think Paul specifies that by Jesus “thrones, dominions, rulers, and 
authorities” were created, and how should this change the way we think about the world? 

 What does it mean to worship the creation rather than the Creator (see also Romans 1:18–
25), and where do you struggle personally with this? 

 In the sermon, Ryan compared some people’s view of God to fathers who abandon their 
family. What did he mean by this comparison, and how does this passage refute it? 

JESUS CHANGES EVERYTHING 

Jesus Is over the Church 

Read Colossians 1:18–20. 

 What are some implications of the fact that Jesus is the “head of the church”? How does 
this impact the way that we view success in ministry? 

 What role does the church play in God’s plan to reconcile all things to himself through Jesus? 
Where do you personally fit into this? 

And You . . . 

Read Colossians 1:21–23. 

 What does life look life for someone who is (1) alienated from God, (2) hostile in mind, and (3) 
doing evil deeds. 

 What does Paul mean by saying that God reconciled this kind of person (us!) to himself? 
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 Why does Paul attach the “if” statement of verse 23 to what he said about us being 
reconciled to God? How does this inform our understanding of the nature of true conversion? 

 

PRAYER TIME 

Praise Jesus as God. 

Praise God for revealing himself to you through Jesus, and pray that he would continue to do that 
in ways you have not seen or noticed. 

Pray that God would help you to see all parts of this world as truly subjected to Jesus, the firstborn 
of all creation. 

Pray that God would use you in his glorious work of reconciling all things to himself through Jesus. 


