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LOVING JESUS, LOVING PEOPLE, PLOWING A COUNTER-CULTURE 
 
TEXT: Acts 2:37–38 
MAIN IDEA: Baptism is an essential part of the Christian life that symbolizes the key truths about 
who we are in Christ. 

LEADERS: 

• If you or someone you know is a young adult looking to connect with others in the same stage of 
life, while also hearing some teaching that is super relevant to you, then look no further than 
College-ish! We will be meeting on Mondays from May 30–July 4 at 7 pm at our Totowa campus. 
No sign-up necessary! 

• We will be having a family dedication service on June 5th. This is where we as parents and as a 
church commit to raising our children in the love and knowledge of Jesus. Do you have kiddos 
under age 5 and haven’t done this? Then sign up on the Digital Bulletin! 
 

GETTING STARTED: 

• Watch this week’s Community Extras Video. 
• Icebreaker: If you can, name a movie that inspired you in your walk with Jesus and why. 
• Opener: What stood out for you most from the sermon this week? 

 
 

Over the past few weeks, we’ve been looking at Peter’s first sermon in Acts 2 and the church that 
was birthed from those who turned to Christ on that day. This Sunday we baptized many who have 
followed in their footsteps, and we turned our attention to Peter’s exhortation in verse 38: 
“Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of your 
sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  

 When were you baptized, and what were the steps that led you to take the plunge? 

 If you know someone who was baptized on Sunday, what can you do to encourage them? 

 

WHY BAPTISM MATTERS 

Read Matthew 28:19–20. 

  Why does Jesus mention baptism as one of the two key elements of disciple-making? 

  How does baptism relate to teaching, the second element of disciple-making? 
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WHAT BAPTISM MEANS 

Read Romans 6:1–5. 

  What does this passage teach us about the meaning of baptism?  

 Notice that Paul offers these comments about baptism in response to the question, “Are we 
to continue in sin that grace may abound?” (v. 1) The answer is a resounding “By no means!” But 
how? How are the truths symbolized in baptism an effective response to the question of whether 
or not the gospel leads to sinful living? 

 How can you use these truths in your own battle with sin? 

Read Colossians 2:11–14. 

  What does this passage add to our understanding of the meaning of baptism? 

 How might you use this passage to counsel someone who has grown cold in their faith? 

Read 1 Corinthians 12:12–13. 

  Finally, what does this passage add to our understanding of the meaning of baptism? 

 

WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED? 

Read Acts 2:41; 8:12–13, 36; 19:5. 

  Based on these passages, and the others we have read, when is the “right time” for a 
person to be baptized? 

Leaders: The immediacy of baptism is also evident in Acts 9:18, 16:33, 18:8, and 22:15. 

 Let’s say you have a friend who is a believer in Jesus who has never been baptized. Every time 
the opportunity for baptism comes up at church you try to raise the issue, but she says she feels 
she “isn’t ready”? How would you use the passages we’ve discussed to nudge her towards getting 
baptized? 

 Several times in the New Testament we read of entire households being baptized (Acts 10:44–
48; 16:15, 33; 18:8; 1 Cor 1:16). Does it follow from this that children who are not old enough to 
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repent and believe should also be baptized? Why or why not? Think especially of the passages we 
read on the meaning of baptism. 

PRAYER TIME 

Take time to thank God for all the people who proclaimed their union with Christ through baptism 
this last Sunday. 

Pray for the unbelieving friends and family members of those who were baptized, that the Spirit 
would work in their lives through the testimony of their loved one who has publicly professed their 
faith in Christ. 

Continue to pray for those whose lives have been impacted by the grocery store shooting in 
Buffalo last week.  


