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LOVING JESUS, LOVING PEOPLE, PLOWING A COUNTER-CULTURE 
 
TEXT: Acts 1:1–11 
MAIN IDEA: The resurrection gives life purpose. 

LEADERS: 

• Welcome back to Community season! May God bless you in the coming weeks as you make 
disciples who make disciples. 

• If you or someone you know is a young adult looking to connect with others in the same stage of 
life, while also hearing some teaching that is super relevant to you, then look no further than 
College-ish! We will be meeting on Mondays from May 30–July 4 at 7 pm at our Totowa campus. 
No sign-up necessary. More details to come. 

• Servant’s Heart ministry is running a class right now in their Workmanship Program, which teaches 
important hands-on work skills to people in Paterson. YOUR GROUP has the opportunity to 
partner with them by providing a meal for their students and volunteers (about 35 people). The 
available dates are May 12, 17, 26, and 31, and June 9 and 14. If you’re interested, you can sign up 
on their website (servantsheartnj.org/wpmeals). 

• Baptism is coming up on May 22! If you are a believer in Jesus, but have never taken the plunge, this 
is your opportunity to obey Jesus by proclaiming your new life in him through baptism. Sign up on 
the digital bulletin through May 8. 
 

GETTING STARTED: 

• Watch this week’s Community Extras Video. 
• Icebreaker: What is the coolest thing you did since your group last met three weeks ago? 
• Opener: What’s your New Year’s resolution? 

 
 

GOD’S MISSION FOR YOUR LIFE 

Read Acts 1:1–11 

 According to this passage, what is the mission that Jesus gives to his disciples? 

Leaders: The answer is in verse 8, which is often considered the theme of the entire book of Acts. 

  What does it mean to be a witness, and how does our role as witnesses differ from that of 
the apostles? 

  What are some false missions that distract Christians from the true mission? 

  Is there anything in your life that causes the mission of God to get derailed?  



SPRING 2022 WEEK 1 
Acts: The Movement of God 

Part 1: Catalyst 

 2 

 Who do you know who is living out the mission well, and what can you do to emulate them as 
they follow Christ? 

WHAT GOD GIVES FOR THE MISSION 

Proof for the Mission 

Reread Acts 1:1–3 

 Verse 3 tells us that Jesus “presented himself alive to [the apostles] after his suffering by 
many proofs.” What kinds of things do you think served as “proofs” for his early followers? 

  What does this imply about the mindset of Jesus’ followers during these early days 
after the resurrection? 

  How does the fact that Jesus cares about giving them evidence impact the way we 
should think about our own faith? 

  In the sermon, Ryan quoted Tim Keller, who says that the absence of doubt means that 
we likely aren’t studying or thinking deeply about our faith. This suggests that doubt can be a 
sign of something very good. What are some signs of doubt that is constructive, and what are 
some signs of doubt that is destructive? 

 Share about a time when the Lord led you through a season of doubt. 

Power for the Mission 

Reread Acts 1:4–8 

  According to this passage, what is the power that Jesus gives us to complete our 
mission as witnesses? 

 What difference does the Holy Spirit make for our ability to carry out our mission? 

 When have you seen the Spirit work to enable someone to be a witness of Christ’s gospel? 

WHAT YOU NEED FOR THE MISSION 

A Personal Encounter with Jesus 

  Jesus could have ascended to heaven immediately after his resurrection. But instead, he 
stayed with his disciples (now the apostles) for forty days. What reasons might he have had for 
doing this? (You get extra credit if you can support your answer from Acts 1:1–11!) 
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  In what ways do we encounter Jesus today so that we might be better witnesses? 

 What regular rhythms do you have so that you encounter Jesus in your everyday life? 

Compassion for the Lost 

  Do you ever find it difficult to view the lost with compassion, and if so, why? 

 What can you do if you find that your compassion for reaching the lost has grown cold? 

A Willingness to Share 

 Based on your track record in the last six months, would you say that you have a willingness to 
share your faith with others? 

 Whom has the Lord placed in your life so that you can be a witness to them? 

 

PRAYER TIME 

Pray that God would help you process through your doubts in a way that is healthy and 
constructive to your faith. 

Pray for the power of the Holy Spirit as you pursue gospel relationships in your life. 

Pray that the Lord would give you a greater compassion for the lost, and a willingness to share. 


