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September 27, 2020 Elementary 
 

Bible Passage: Israel’s First King / 1 Samuel 8–15 
Story Point: God’s people wanted a king like the nations around them. 
Memory Verse: Jeremiah 10:6: “There is none like you, O Lord; you are great, and 
your name is great in might.” 
Big Picture Question: Is anything or anyone greater than God? No, God is greater 
than everything and everyone. 
Christ Connection: God intended for a heavenly king to rule over Israel, but the 
Israelites did not trust God’s plan and wanted a king like the nations around them. 
God gave them a king, but Saul did not obey God. God had a plan to send His Son, 
Jesus. King Jesus trusted and obeyed God perfectly and died so sinners could be 
forgiven and accepted. 
 

STAY CONNECTED WITH ALL THINGS EMERGENCE! 
If you haven’t already, please sign up for Emergence Connect, this is the way to stay 
connected with all things Emergence including kids resources! You can sign up here: 
https://emergencenj.org/login 
If you had an account on Realm and are not yet on Emergence Connect, take a look at 
your inbox for an activation email. If you have any questions on your Emergence 
Connect account, please reach out sara.vandyke@emergencenj.org  
 
FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM: emergencenj_kids 
Get encouragement, updates, lesson tips, activities and more! 
 
 
* BIBLE STUDY TIPS FOR PARENTS: 
Today’s Bible story picks up more than 20 years after the Philistines returned the ark of God 
to the Israelites. During that time, Israel began to seek God again, and Samuel led them to 
remove their foreign gods and worship God only. 
 
Samuel had judged Israel throughout his lifetime, but he was getting old. So Samuel made 
his sons, Joel and Abijah, judges over Israel. But like many sons before them, Joel and 
Abijah did not follow the example of their father. They disobeyed God and caused problems 
for Israel. The elders of Israel spoke to Samuel about his sons and demanded a king. All 
the other nations around them had kings, they pointed out. Samuel knew their desire to 
imitate the nations around them was sinful, and he prayed to God. 
 
“Give them what they want,” God said. “They have not rejected you; they have rejected Me 
as their King.” Samuel explained to the Israelites what rights a king would have over them; 
he warned them that when they regretted asking for a king—and they would regret it—God 
would not help them.  
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The people insisted on having a king, so God chose a man named Saul to be the king. By 
all appearances, Saul was a good king. He was handsome, taller than most people, and 
God had blessed him. But Saul failed to obey God. First, Saul sinned by burning offerings 
in Samuel’s absence. Later, when the Israelites defeated the Amalekites, Saul did not follow 
God’s instructions for destroying everything. The Lord regretted making Saul king. 
 
As you teach, guide the kids to understand that Saul was not the king the people needed. 
All earthly kings are imperfect. But we can see how those kings point us to the perfect King, 
Jesus, who followed His Father’s instructions without fail. Thank God for sending us the 
King we needed—a King who loved us enough to give His life for our salvation. 
 
 
* BIBLE STORY:  
 
INTRO:   The Israelites had entered the promised land. After Joshua died, the people were 
ruled by judges. After a while, the Israelites started looking around at the nations around 
them. Those people weren’t ruled by judges; they were ruled by kings. The Israelites 
decided they wanted a king too. Today’s Bible story is called “Israel’s First King.” Let’s find 
out how Israel got a king. 
 

Israel’s First King 

1 Samuel 8–15 

Samuel was a judge over Israel. At this time, Israel had no king, but the leaders of 
Israel said, “We want a king like the nations around us!” Samuel wasn’t sure how to 
respond, so he prayed to God. God said, “Give them what they want, but warn them 
what it will be like to have an earthly king.” 
 
A king could make their sons serve in the army, he could make their daughters work for 
him, or he could take away their fields and servants. But the Israelites didn’t care. “Give us 
a king!” they said. 
 
God brought to Samuel a man named Saul. “You will be king!” Samuel said. Saul was 
surprised; he was from the tribe of Benjamin, the smallest tribe in Israel. Samuel anointed 
Saul, and the Spirit of God was with Saul. 
 
When the time came for Samuel to introduce the Israelites to their new king, no one 
could find Saul. God said, “There he is, hidden among the supplies.” The people ran 
to Saul. “Long live the king!” they said. 
 
The Israelites thought Saul would be a good king, but Saul did not obey God. One 
day, Saul took an army to fight the Philistines. But the Philistines had more chariots, 
more horses, and more soldiers. Saul wanted to ask God for help. Maybe if he made 
an offering to God, they would win the battle. 
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There was one problem: only the priests, like Samuel, were allowed to give offerings 
to God. Saul waited, but Samuel did not come. Saul’s soldiers started to leave, so 
Saul decided to make an offering to God himself. 
 
Then Samuel arrived. “You have disobeyed God,” Samuel said. “You will not be king 
much longer. God is going to find someone obedient to be king.” 
 
Some time later, the Israelites won a battle against the Amalekites (uh MAL uh kights). 
God wanted Saul to destroy everything, but Saul only destroyed things he didn’t 
want. 
 
God told Samuel, “I regret that I made Saul king because he does not obey Me.” 
Samuel confronted Saul. “I did obey God!” Saul argued. “I only saved the best animals to 
sacrifice to the Lord.” 
 
Samuel asked, “Does God care more about obedience or sacrifices? You rejected His 
instruction, so God has rejected you as king.” 
 
Saul admitted his sin and asked for forgiveness. Samuel said, “God has taken away 
your kingship today, and He will make someone else king.” 
 
OUTRO: God’s people wanted a king like the nations around them. God was 
supposed to be their king, but they did not want God as their king. The problem was more 
than just the people wanting a king, but also the kind of king they wanted. They did not ask 
for a king who would help them be holy or who would love and obey God. They wanted a 
king like the nations around them—nations that did not worship the one true God. 
 
God chose to give them what they wanted, a human king. God chose a man named Saul. 
Sadly, Saul did not obey God. He offered sacrifices that only a priest should have offered, 
and when Saul chose to disobey God, he tried to make excuses for his disobedience.  
 
One of my favorite passages comes from this story. Saul said that he only disobeyed God 
so that he might offer God more sacrifices. Samuel responded by explaining that God 
prefers obedience over sacrifices. Saul was the first king of Israel, but he was not a very 
good king. The people needed a better king. After rejecting Saul, God chose a better king 
for the people. But more than that, God had in His perfect plan a perfect King who would 
come to them—Jesus! 
 
*Christ Connection: 
Christ Connection: God intended for a heavenly king to rule over Israel, but the Israelites 
did not trust God’s plan and wanted a king like the nations around them. God gave them a 
king, but Saul did not obey God. God had a plan to send His Son, Jesus. King Jesus 
trusted and obeyed God perfectly and died so sinners could be forgiven and accepted. 
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*GOSPEL PLAN: 
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel means “good 
news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, and salvation. Use the following 
guide to share the gospel with kids. 

 
God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created everything, and He is in 
charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read 
Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud and explain what these verses mean. 
 
We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has chosen to disobey 
God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is holy, God cannot be around 
sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s punishment of death. (Romans 6:23) 
 
God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God sent His Son, Jesus, 
the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from the punishment we deserve. It’s 
something we, as sinners, could never earn on our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and 
explain Ephesians 2:8-9. 
 
Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the cross for our sins, 
and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can be welcomed into God’s 
family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 
Peter 3:18. 
 
We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read Romans 10:9-10,13. Review 
these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart that Jesus alone saves you through 
what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God 
and others that your faith is in Jesus. 
 
* KEY PASSAGE / MEMORY VERSE: 

Jeremiah 10:6: “There is none like you, O Lord; you are great, and your name is great in 
might.” 
 
 
*DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

• Where was Saul when it was time to introduce him as king? (hiding among supplies, 
1 Sam. 10:22) 

• Why did Saul offer a sacrifice before battle? (Saul’s troops were afraid, and Samuel 
arrived later than Saul expected him to; 1 Sam. 13:7-9) 

• What did Samuel say about sacrifices and obedience? (Obedience is better than 
sacrifices, 1 Sam. 15:22) 

• Why do you think God allowed Saul to be king if He knew Saul would disobey? 
Guide kids to talk about God’s power to use difficult circumstances for His glory and 
our good. Discuss what God might have been teaching the people of Israel through 
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Saul’s kingship. Point them to Jesus’ crucifixion, where we see God use the evil 
actions of people to bring about good. 

• What are some ways people reject Jesus as King today? Guide kids to honestly 
discuss ways people might trust in or be led by things other than Jesus. Remind kids 
that the Holy Spirit helps us love and obey Jesus. 

• What are some ways Jesus proves He is the perfect King? Guide kids to think about 
what Jesus did for us. Remind them that He chose to die even though we were 
sinners and enemies of God. (Romans 5:6-10) Discuss Jesus’ place of honor and 
glory with God the Father, and point kids to the hope we have for the future, when 

 
*ACTIVITY:  

ACTIVITY PAGE & COLORING PAGE 
Invite kids to complete the “Find Saul” activity page. Challenge the kids to search the Bible 
story art to find and circle Saul. Direct the kids to check the small picture of Saul inset in the 
picture to check their answer. 
Say • Saul was the first king of Israel. You might think a king should be very brave, but in 
that picture, Saul seems to be hiding. We’ll learn more soon. 
 
 
GOOD KING, BAD KING 
 Place two hula hoops on the ground so they slightly overlap in the middle. You can tape 
also use tape to use two overlapping circles or use a large piece of paper.. Designate one 
hoop as good kings and the other as bad kings. Come up with traits that might be true of 
some kings together. Write down each suggestion on a sticky note, and then allow the 
person who suggested the trait to decide where it would go. They may stick the note in the 
appropriate area. Explain that the overlapping area is for traits that might describe both 
good and bad kings. 
Say • Saul was a bad king, but that doesn’t mean he had no good traits. Other kings might 
be good but still have some bad traits. That’s the problem with human kings; none are 
perfect. 
God’s people wanted a king like the nations around them, but they needed a king very 
unlike the kings around them. They needed a perfect King. Only Jesus is perfect. He’s the 
perfect King whom God promised to send. He died on the cross for our sins and rose again 
to defeat death. Jesus will return some day to destroy all evil and fix everything that sin has 
broken. Then He will rule over all of creation! 
 
“IF I WERE KING…” 
 Take turns, say “If I were king, …” and then describe something he wants everyone to do. 
For example, “If I were king, I would make everyone hop on one foot.” 

The king should perform the action along with everyone else. Then the player to the 
king’s left becomes king (transfer the crown) and gives a new rule: “If I were king, I would 
make everyone spin in a circle.” Continue as many turns as you would like. 

 
Say • After the time of Joshua, God’s people were led by judges. The judges were military 
leaders who helped Israel overthrow their enemies. The nations around Israel were not 
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ruled by judges; they were ruled by kings. After awhile, the Israelites decided they wanted 
to be ruled by a king, too. God’s people wanted a king like the nations around them, 
but they needed a king very unlike the kings around them.  
God intended for a heavenly king to rule over Israel, but the Israelites did not trust God’s 
plan and wanted a king like the nations around them. God gave them a king, but Saul did 
not obey God. God had a plan to send His Son, Jesus. King Jesus trusted and obeyed God 
perfectly and died so sinners could be forgiven and accepted. 
 
 


