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September 20, 2020 Elementary 
 

Bible Passage: The Ark Was Captured / 1 Samuel 4-6 
Story Point: God showed the Philistines that He is the one true God. 
Memory Verse: Jeremiah 10:6: “There is none like you, O Lord; you are great, and 
your name is great in might.” 
Big Picture Question: Is anything or anyone greater than God? No, God is greater 
than everything and everyone. 
Christ Connection: The ark of God reminded the Israelites that God was with 
them. Years later, God gave His people something greater than a sign that He was 
with them; God gave them His Son, Jesus—God in the flesh. One of Jesus’ names 
is Immanuel, which means “God with us.” 

 
STAY CONNECTED WITH ALL THINGS EMERGENCE! 
If you haven’t already, please sign up for Emergence Connect, this is the way to stay 
connected with all things Emergence including kids resources! You can sign up here: 
https://emergencenj.org/login 
If you had an account on Realm and are not yet on Emergence Connect, take a look at 
your inbox for an activation email. If you have any questions on your Emergence 
Connect account, please reach out sara.vandyke@emergencenj.org  
 
FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM: emergencenj_kids 
Get encouragement, updates, lesson tips, activities and more! 
 
 
* BIBLE STUDY TIPS FOR PARENTS: 
The ark of God (also called “the ark of the covenant”) was an important symbol in the lives 
of God’s people. Not only was the ark the original container for the Ten Commandments, it 
symbolized God’s presence with His people. 
 
In Exodus 25, God gave Moses instructions for creating the ark. It was made of acacia 
wood and overlaid with pure gold. God forbade anyone from touching the ark, so it was 
carried by two poles. God would speak to Moses from between two golden cherubim on top 
of the ark, which was called the mercy seat. (See Num. 7:89.) 
 
During the time of the judges, the Philistines were a near-constant threat to Israel. Under 
Samuel’s leadership, the Israelites went out to fight the Philistines. But Israel was defeated 
because of their sin. 
 
The elders of Israel realized that God had allowed their defeat. He hadn’t fought for them 
against the Philistines. So they did what seemed logical to them; they took the ark—the 
symbol of God’s presence—and carried it to the battlefield. But the ark was not a good luck 
charm. Not only was Israel defeated, the Philistines captured the ark and killed Eli’s sons. 
When Eli heard the news, he fell over and died. 
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Having won the victory, the Philistines concluded that their god Dagon was better than the 
God of Israel. They moved the ark to Dagon’s temple, where God showed His power over 
Dagon. (See 1 Sam. 5:1-5.) As the ark moved between Philistine cities, God afflicted the 
people and made them sick. The message was clear: No one is like the Lord. God is 
greater than everything and everyone. 
 
The Philistines returned the ark, Israel’s reminder that God was with them. Years later, God 
gave His people something greater than a sign that He was with them; God gave them His 
Son, Jesus—God in the flesh. One of Jesus’ names is Immanuel, which means “God with 
us.” 

 
 

* BIBLE STORY:  
 
Use the Bible storytelling tips below to help you tell the story, or show the Bible story video, 
or both! 
 
INTRO:   
We learned last week that God called Hannah’s son to share God’s plan. Samuel tried 
to lead the people to follow God, but they did not obey God all the time. 
 
They had enemies all around them. Specifically, the Philistines. When the Israelites obeyed 
God, He fought for them. Sometimes though, the Israelites disobeyed God, and their 
enemies would defeat them. 
 
God’s people needed to trust and follow Him as He led them to defeat their enemies. 
Sometimes they followed Him well, and sometimes they didn’t. Today’s story is about a 
time when God’s people tried to control God so they would win a battle. 
 

The Ark Was Captured 

1 Samuel 4–6 

The Israelites fought many battles against the Philistines. One day the Philistines 
defeated Israel. The leaders of Israel said, “Why did God let us lose to the 
Philistines?” The Israelites decided to take the ark of the covenant—a wooden box 
covered in gold that reminded them God was with them—and carry it to the battlefield. 
Maybe the ark would help them win. 
 
Eli’s sons, the priests, took the ark of the covenant to the Israelites’ camp. When the army 
of Israelites saw the ark, they shouted with joy. Surely they would win the battle now! 
The Philistines came out to fight against the Israelites, and the Philistines won again! 
They killed thousands of Israelites, including Eli’s sons, and they even captured the ark of 
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God! One of the men in the battle ran to tell Eli what had happened. When Eli heard the 
news, he fell backward in his chair, broke his neck, and died. 
 
The Philistines took the ark of God to a temple where they worshiped a false god 
named Dagon (DAY gahn). They put the ark next to a statue of Dagon. The next 
morning, the Philistines entered the temple and saw that Dagon’s statue was 
facedown in front of the ark. They set the statue back up where it belonged. The next 
day, the statue was facedown again. This time, its head and hands were broken off. 
God punished the people living in the city where the Philistines kept the ark. The 
people got sick, and they wanted to get rid of the ark. 
 
When they moved the ark to another city, everyone in that city got sick. So they moved the 
ark to a third city. Then everyone in that city got sick too. The Philistines were afraid. They 
didn’t want God to punish them anymore, so they decided to return the ark along with 
gifts of gold to show they were sorry for taking it. They hitched two cows to a cart 
and put the ark on the cart. The cows moved the ark down the road until the ark of 
God was back with the Israelites, where it belonged. 
 
 
OUTRO: 
When the people of Israel were defeated in battle, they knew it was because God did not 
fight for them. However, they made a crucial mistake. They did not stop to consider that 
their sin was the problem. Instead, they assumed that they just needed the ark of the 
covenant. The ark was a symbol of God’s presence with His people, after all. God’s people 
wanted God to fight for them, but they did not care about loving or obeying Him.  
 
Instead of seeing the ark for what it was—a special way God showed His love for them—
they treated it like a good luck charm. Perhaps they thought if we carry the ark of God into 
battle, God will have to defeat our enemies for us. But God cannot be controlled or 
manipulated. God always does what He wants because what He wants is always best. 
 
When the Philistines won the battle and took the ark, they thought it was proof that their 
false god was stronger than the one true God. They had no idea how wrong they were! 
Their statue of Dagon fell over and even broke. The people began to get sick in the cities 
where the ark was kept! Clearly, their false god could not stop the punishment that the one 
true God was sending. God showed the Philistines that He is the one true God. Soon, 
the Philistines decided they needed to give back the ark. They were no match for God. 
 
Both the Israelites and the Philistines learned they could not control God. Is anything or 
anyone greater than God? No, God is greater than everything and everyone. God 
cannot be controlled or contained. Thankfully, He is holy, good, and loving. We can trust 
God to use His power to do what is best. 
 
The ark of God reminded the Israelites that God was with them. Years later, God gave His 
people something greater than a sign that He was with them; God gave them His Son, 
Jesus—God in the flesh. One of Jesus’ names is Immanuel, which means “God with us.” 
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*Christ Connection: 
 
Christ Connection: The ark of God reminded the Israelites that God was with them. Years 
later, God gave His people something greater than a sign that He was with them; God gave 
them His Son, Jesus—God in the flesh. One of Jesus’ names is Immanuel, which means 
“God with us.” 

 
 
*GOSPEL PLAN: 
 
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel means “good 
news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, and salvation. Use the following 
guide to share the gospel with kids. 

 
God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created everything, and He is in 
charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read 
Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud and explain what these verses mean. 
 
We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has chosen to disobey 
God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is holy, God cannot be around 
sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s punishment of death. (Romans 6:23) 
 
God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God sent His Son, Jesus, 
the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from the punishment we deserve. It’s 
something we, as sinners, could never earn on our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and 
explain Ephesians 2:8-9. 
 
Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the cross for our sins, 
and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can be welcomed into God’s 
family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 
Peter 3:18. 
 
We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read Romans 10:9-10,13. Review 
these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart that Jesus alone saves you through 
what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God 
and others that your faith is in Jesus. 
 
*PRAYER 
 
* KEY PASSAGE / MEMORY VERSE: 

Jeremiah 10:6: “There is none like you, O Lord; you are great, and your name is great in 
might.” 
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*DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
 

• What did the people of Israel do to try and win the battle against the Philistines? 
(took the ark into battle, 1 Sam. 4:3-4) 

• Who won the battle? (the Philistines, 1 Sam. 4:10-11) 
• What happened to the Philistines while they had the ark? (Their idol fell and broke. 

Their people got sick; 1 Sam. 5:3-10) 
• Why did Israel lose the battles they fought? Guide the kids to discuss that most of 

the Israelites weren’t interested in loving or obeying God. God chose not to fight for 
them because He wanted them to turn back to Him from their sin. They wanted to 
use the ark to force God to fight for them. They expected the ark to protect them, 
instead of trusting in God and obeying Him. 

• What action did God take many years after the story to even more clearly show His 
presence with His people? Guide kids to discuss that Jesus is the visible image of 
God. He is God’s Son and perfectly shows us what God is like. When we know 
Jesus and have faith in Him, God forgives us and gives us new life. The Holy Spirit 
fills us with God’s power and stays with us to help us love and obey God. 

• What are some ways we show that we do not trust God? How can we grow to trust 
Him more? Discuss the fact that sin in our lives usually proves there are ways we 
are not trusting God. We worship or trust in other things, which leads us to sin. We 
can grow in our faith by reading His Word, going to church, asking Him for help, and 
confessing our sin. 

 
 
*ACTIVITY:  

ACTIVITY PAGE & COLORING PAGE 
Invite kids to complete the “Ark Word Search” activity page. Kids must find the words from 
the word bank hidden in the grid of letters. 
Say • Each of those words was a name or key word from our story. As you learn the story, 
see how many of these words you hear again. 

Toss and tell 
 Play music from our eTown playlist: https://vimeo.com/showcase/6209295 or another song 
of your choosing. Sit in a circle and pass a ball as the music plays. When the music stops, 
whoever is holding the ball must say one thing God can help them do. 
Say • God is all powerful. He will help us do everything that He wants us to do. 
 

Create a comic 
 Provide colored pencils and a comic page or a blank piece of paper. Read the caption on 
each panel of the comic page. Invite kids to illustrate each scene of the Bible story. Kids may 
refer to 1 Samuel 4–6 in their Bibles. As kids work, ask the following review questions: 
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• Why did the Israelites take the ark to the battlefield? (They thought it would give 
them victory, 1 Sam. 4:3) 

• What happened when the Israelites fought the Philistines again? (The Israelites 
lost and the Philistines took the ark of the covenant, 1 Sam. 4:10-11) 

• Where did the Philistines take the ark of God? (to a temple where they worshiped 
a false god, 1 Sam. 5:2) 

• What happened to the statue of Dagon? (It fell facedown before the ark and 
broke, 1 Sam. 5:3-4) 

• What happened to the Philistines in the cities where the ark was? (They got sick, 
1 Sam. 5:9) 

• How did the Philistines return the ark to the Israelites? (They put the ark on a cart 
with gifts, and two cows pulled the cart; 1 Sam. 6:10-12) 

 Say • The Israelites were wrong to take the ark to the battlefield as if it were a good luck 
charm. When the Philistines captured the ark, God showed the Philistines that He is the 
one true God. Is anything or anyone greater than God? No, God is greater than 
everything and everyone. 


