PreK TGP

May 2, 2021 PreK
Bible Passage: Daniel in the Lions’ Den / Daniel 6
Story Point: God saved Daniel from the lions.
Key Passage/Memory Verse: 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18: “pray without
ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus
for you.”
Big Picture Question: Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God, and we
know He hears us.
Christ Connection: God saved Daniel from the lions. God is powerful! God sent
His Son, Jesus, to save us from something more dangerous than lions. Jesus
rescues us from sin and death.
ETOWN IS OPEN!
Beginning April 11, we will be opening limited classrooms for one service in Totowa
(9:30) and Ringwood (9:30am). Registration will open one week prior to service and we
will keep a waiting list as needed for PreK (age 3-5) and Elementary (Kindergarten4th grade). Nursery will not be available quite yet. Head to
https://emergencenj.org/digital-bulletin to register and find out more information.
FAMILY ZONE!
Totowa: Outside from 4/18-5/23: 9:30am and 11:15am. Family Zone area with tables
for families on a first come, first served basis. No registration, but limited tables so come
early to get one. Children’s activities are provided.
Ringwood: 9:30am and 11:15am indoors, must pre-register. Family Zone area with
tables in the Ringwood lobby for families to enjoy in-person services at their own table.
Children’s activities are provided. Head to https://emergencenj.org/digital-bulletin to
register and find out more information.
STAY CONNECTED WITH ALL THINGS EMERGENCE!
If you haven’t already, please sign up for Emergence Connect, this is the way to stay
connected with all things Emergence including kids resources! You can sign up here:
https://emergencenj.org/login If you have any questions on your Emergence Connect
account, please reach out sara.vandyke@emergencenj.org
FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM: @emergencenj_kids
Get encouragement, updates, lesson tips, activities and more!

* BIBLE STUDY TIPS FOR PARENTS:
NOTES FOR STORYTELLER:
The fifth chapter of Daniel ends with the death of King Belshazzar when the Persians took
over Babylon and Darius was put on the throne. Babylon was on the decline—no longer the
powerful, prosperous empire it once was. By this time Daniel was an old man, probably in
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his early 80s. He served the new king as one of the three leading supervisors in the
kingdom.
Daniel was very good at his job—so good, in fact, that King Darius planned to put him in
charge of the entire kingdom. The other supervisors and governors were jealous of Daniel.
They watched for him to do something wrong so they could complain to the king. Read
Daniel 6:4. Daniel was “trustworthy, and no negligence or corruption was found in him.”
Through the malevolent persuasion of the king’s leaders, King Darius passed a law that no
one could pray to anyone but him, the king, for 30 days. But Daniel continued to pray boldly
to God.
Guide preschoolers to imagine how Daniel might have felt. Was he worried about getting
caught? Did he have nightmares about being eaten by lions? Even the king’s threat of
death did not stop Daniel from praying. The jealous officials turned him in, and Daniel was
thrown into the lions’ den.
As you teach preschoolers, emphasize that Daniel was faithful to God—the true King—and
God rescued Him. God’s protection of Daniel served to show all the people that the God of
Daniel “is the living God, and he endures forever; his kingdom will never be destroyed, and
his dominion has no end” (Dan. 6:26).
God also calls us to trust and obey Him no matter what. God sent His Son, Jesus, to rescue
us from something much more dangerous than lions. Jesus rescues us from sin and death.
Pray that through your faith, and that of the preschoolers you lead, “may the name of God
be praised forever and ever” (Dan. 2:20).

* BIBLE STORY:
INTRO:
Today’s true story from the Bible is in Daniel. The Book of Daniel tells about what God did
through an Israelite named Daniel and his friends when they lived in Babylon far away
from their homeland. Remember that all the stories in the Bible fit together to tell an even
bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son,
Jesus.
Our bible story today also include lions. Can you show me your biggest lion roar? Ready 12-3 ROAR – Wow those were some big lion roars! In today’s Bible story, Daniel had to
make a choice. The choice that honored God meant he could have to go into a whole den
of lions. Do you think Daniel chose to honor God? Let’s put our listening ears on and
listen to our story.
Daniel in the Lions’ Den
Daniel 6
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Babylon had a new king. His name was Darius (duh RIGH uhs). King Darius picked
Daniel to be one of his helpers. Daniel worked hard, and he was good at his job. The king
liked Daniel. He decided to give Daniel a better job.
The other helpers were not happy that Daniel was going to get a better job. They
watched Daniel very carefully. They wanted to catch him doing something wrong so they
could tell on him. But Daniel did what was right.
The helpers knew Daniel loved God and obeyed Him. They knew Daniel prayed to God, so
they made a mean plan to get Daniel in trouble.
The helpers went to the king. “King, we think you should make a law that says
everyone can only pray to you for 30 days.” Of course, every law needs a punishment
for breaking it, so the men said, “Anyone who breaks the law will be thrown into the
lions’ den!”
King Darius made the law: people can only pray to the king. Daniel knew the new law
meant he could not pray to God during that time. But Daniel went into his house and
prayed to God three times every day, just like he had always done.
The men spied on Daniel and saw him praying to God. Then they hurried to the king.
“Daniel broke the law! We saw him praying!” they said.
King Darius was sad. He did not want to put Daniel in the lions’ den, but that was the
law. “I hope God saves you,” the king told Daniel. And Daniel was thrown into the lions’
den.
That night, the king could not sleep. He did not eat. He sat in his palace and thought about
Daniel with the lions.
As soon as the sun came up the next morning, the king hurried to the lions’ den. He
hoped Daniel was OK. “Daniel!” he called out. “Did God save you from the lions?”
“Yes!” said Daniel. “God sent an angel to shut the lions’ mouths! I am safe!”
King Darius was so happy. Daniel came out of the lions’ den. He wasn’t hurt. Daniel had
trusted God to keep him safe. The king made a new law. The law said that everyone
must respect God. God had saved Daniel and kept him safe from the lions.
Christ Connection: God saved Daniel from the lions. God is powerful! God sent His Son,
Jesus, to save us from something more dangerous than lions. Jesus rescues us from sin
and death.
OUTRO:
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Daniel obeyed God and kept on praying, even when he knew he could be thrown into the
lions’ den. God is powerful. God saved Daniel from the lions.
Daniel trusted God. He kept on praying, even when he was thrown into the lions’ den.
When we talk to God, He hears us. Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God, and
we know He hears us. God is powerful. He saved Daniel from the lions. God sent His Son,
Jesus, to save us from something more dangerous than lions. Jesus rescues us from sin
and death.
Let’s listen in to find out more about God’s amazing plan to save us from sin through his
son Jesus and review our gospel plan together.

* GOSPEL PLAN:
Please use the 4 headers, but feel free to use your own words to explain each. You can use
some hand motions to help kids remember each.
God is King. Ask: “Who is charge at home? Who is in charge over the whole world?” Explain
that God made everything! He is King over everything, and He is in charge.
Hand motion: pretend you are putting a crown on your head
We Sinned. Ask: “Have you ever done something wrong?” Tell preschoolers that everyone
sins, or disobeys God. Our sin makes God sad.
Hand motion: make an X with your arms
God Sent Jesus. Explain that God must punish sin. He loves us and He sent His son, Jesus,
to earth. Jesus came to take away the punishment of sin.
Hand motion: bring your arms out like a cross
Jesus Loves. Ask: “Do you like presents?” Explain that Jesus gives us the best present. He
never did anything wrong, but He was punished in our place. Jesus wants to take away our
sin because He loves us.
Hand motion: make a heart with your hands

* KEY PASSAGE:
1 Thessalonians 5:17-18: “pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”
Pray without ceasing: Prayer hands
Give thanks in all circumstances: start flat hand near mouth and lower hand palm face
up in front of you (sign language for thanks)
For this is the will of God: With both hands point up to the sky
In Christ Jesus – unfurl arms out wide like a cross
for you- hands over heart
1 Thessalonians 5:17-18- bring hands together like a book, open hands like a book
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Say • Praying was very important to Daniel. He went to his house three times every day
and prayed to God. God wants us to talk to Him all day long and thank Him for His
goodness to us.

*BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
Say • Daniel trusted God. He kept on praying, even when he was thrown into the lions’
den. When we talk to God, He hears us. Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God,
and we know He hears us. God is powerful. He saved Daniel from the lions, and He sent
Jesus to rescue us from sin and death.

* PRAYER
* REVIEW QUESTIONS:
•
•
•
•
•

Did Daniel stop praying to God when the king made the new law? (No, Daniel kept
on praying to God.)
What was Daniel’s punishment for praying to God instead of the king? (He was
thrown in the lions’ den.)
What happened to Daniel in the lions’ den? (God saved Daniel from the lions.)
What new law did King Darius make? (Everyone must respect God.)
Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God, and we know He hears us.

* ACTIVITY:
ACTIVITY PAGE & COLORING SHEETS
Invite preschoolers to circle the lion in each row that is different from the others.
Say • These lions do not look scary, but real lions are very dangerous. In today’s Bible
story, Daniel had to make a choice. The choice that honored God meant he could have to
go into a whole den of lions. Do you think Daniel chose to honor God? Listen to the Bible
story to find out.
Play “Follow the Law”
Make up some new “classroom laws” for preschoolers to follow. Call out commands and
lead children to do what you say. Tell children to hop, touch an ear, turn around, or say,
“God is powerful!” Allow preschoolers to take turns making new laws for the group to follow.
Say • Today we will hear about a law that King Darius made that Daniel could not follow.
The law said that people could only pray to the king. Anyone who disobeyed the law would
be thrown into a den of lions. Listen to our Bible story to hear what happened when Daniel
obeyed God instead of the king’s law.
Create lion art
Show a child how to glue a lion’s face to the inside of a cupcake liner to make a lion’s
mane. Guide him to use glue stick to attach the lion head to the paper. Encourage him to
glue the lions next to Daniel, safe in the lions’ den and decorate the picture.
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Say • Daniel did not stop praying to God even with the new law. King Darius was sad that
Daniel had to be put into the lions’ den for breaking the law; he hoped God would save
Daniel. The next morning King Darius hurried to see that God saved Daniel from the
lions. God is powerful! God sent His Son, Jesus, to save us from something more
dangerous than lions. Jesus rescues us from sin and death.
Sing a song
Lead preschoolers in singing the lyrics below to the tune of “London Bridge Is Falling
Down.” If you are unfamiliar with the tune, look it up online before the session. Consider
making up motions for the song.
“Daniel prayed to God alone, God alone, God alone. Daniel prayed to God alone, which
was against the law. Daniel in the lions’ den, lions’ den, lions’ den. Daniel in the lions’ den,
trusted God to save him. An angel shut the lions’ mouths, lions’ mouths, lions’ mouths. An
angel shut the lions’ mouths. God saved Daniel. We will pray and trust in God, trust in God,
trust in God. We will pray and trust in God; we know God hears us.”
Say • The men saw Daniel praying and told the king. When Daniel was thrown into the
lions’ den, do you think he kept on praying? Daniel knew that God heard his prayer, and he
trusted God to keep him safe. The king even made a new law that everyone must respect
God. Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God, and we know He hears us.
ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY: PRAYER DRAWING
Open a Bible to 1 Thessalonians 5:17-18 and read it. Encourage preschoolers to draw
something they can talk to God about on the paper provided. Pray together as a group.
Say • We can talk to God about anything at any time! Why do we pray? We pray
because we trust God, and we know He hears us. God want us to talk to Him about
everything. He loves to hear the prayers of His children. He is a kind and generous God
who always keeps His promises. We can trust Him! God always answers prayers according
to His will. God will always give His children what we would have asked for if we knew
everything He does.
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GOD’ S PLA N for P R ESC H O O L E RS
While preschoolers might not be ready to respond to the gospel, use this guide to
help young minds begin to grasp big truths about Jesus and the kingdom of God.

GOD IS KING.

Ask: “Who is in charge at home? Who is in
charge over the whole world?” Explain that God made everything!
He is King over everything, and He is in charge.

WE SINNED.

Ask: “Have you ever done something wrong?”
Tell preschoolers that everyone sins, or disobeys God. Our sin makes
God sad.

GOD SENT JESUS. Explain that God must punish sin. He
loves us and He sent His Son, Jesus, to earth. Jesus came to take
away the punishment for sin.

JESUS LOVES.

Ask: “Do you like presents?” Explain that
Jesus gives us the best present. He never did anything wrong, but
He was punished in our place. Jesus wants to take away our sin
because He loves us.

Pray that God will save your preschoolers. As you faithfully teach the Bible,
you are planting gospel seeds in children’s hearts. Ask God to grow the
preschoolers into children who love and trust in Jesus.

Pray without ceasing,
give thanks in all
circumstances.
1 Thessalonians 5:17-18
Key Passage (ESV) • Preschool • Unit 16 • © 2019 LifeWay OK to Print

Lions Everywhere
INSTRUCTIONS:

Circle the lion in each row that is different from the others.

Preschool Activity Pages

Unit 16 • Session 3
Daniel in the Lions’ Den
BIBLE STORY SUMMARY:

• The king made a rule that everyone
could only pray to him for 30 days.
• Daniel did not pray to the king.
Daniel prayed to God.
• Daniel was put into the lions’ den.
• God saved Daniel from the lions.
KEY PASSAGE:

1 Thessalonians 5:17-18
BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• Why do we pray? We pray because
we trust God, and we know He
hears us.
FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

• What would you have done if you
were Daniel?
• Do you think Daniel was scared in
the lions’ den? Why?
• What makes sin more dangerous
than lions?
• How does Jesus save us in an even
better way than God saved Daniel
from the lions?
FAMILY ACTIVITY:

• Visit a zoo or watch some videos of
lions online. Compare the dangers
lions present with the dangers of
sin. Lions can destroy our bodies,
but sin keeps us from God.

DOWNLOAD the

LIFEWAY KIDS APP

© 2019 LifeWay
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STORY POINT: GOD SAVED DANIEL FROM THE LIONS.
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Daniel in the Lions’ Den
Daniel 6

8

God saved Daniel from the lions.

Hope in Exile
Preschool Leader Guide • Unit 16, Session 3
© 2019 LifeWay OK to Print

Lion Faces

Instructions: Print and cut apart the lion faces. Print enough copies for each preschooler to have several lion faces.
Use as directed in the leader guide.

