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May 2, 2021 Elementary 
 

Bible Passage: Daniel in the Lions’ Den / Daniel 6 
Story Point: God shut the mouths of the lions to save Daniel. 
Memory Verse: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18: “Rejoice always, pray without 
ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
for you.” 
Big Picture Question: Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God, and we 
know He hears us. 
Christ Connection: God showed His power to rescue Daniel from the lions, but 
Daniel was just a small part of a much bigger story. God ultimately rescued us from 
a much bigger problem—sin and death—through His Son, Jesus. 

 
ETOWN IS OPEN! 
Beginning April 11, we will be opening limited classrooms for one service in Totowa 
(9:30) and Ringwood (9:30). Registration will open one week prior to service and we will 
keep a waiting list as needed for PreK (age 3-5) and Elementary (Kindergarten-
4th grade). Nursery will not be available quite yet. Head to 
https://emergencenj.org/digital-bulletin to register and find out more information. 
 
FAMILY ZONE! 
Totowa: Outside from 4/18-5/23: 9:30 and 11:15. Family Zone area with tables for 
families on a first come, first served basis. No registration, but limited tables so come 
early to get one. Children’s activities are provided. 
Ringwood: 9:30am and 11:15am indoors, must pre-register. Family Zone area with 
tables in the Ringwood lobby for families to enjoy in-person services at their own table. 
Children’s activities are provided. Head to https://emergencenj.org/digital-bulletin to 
register and find out more information. 
 
STAY CONNECTED WITH ALL THINGS EMERGENCE! 
If you haven’t already, please sign up for Emergence Connect, this is the way to stay 
connected with all things Emergence including kids resources! You can sign up here: 
https://emergencenj.org/login If you have any questions on your Emergence Connect 
account, please reach out sara.vandyke@emergencenj.org  
 
FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM: @emergencenj_kids 
Get encouragement, updates, lesson tips, activities and more! 
 
* BIBLE STUDY TIPS FOR PARENTS: 
The fifth chapter of Daniel ends with the death of King Belshazzar when the Persians took 
over Babylon and Darius was put on the throne. Babylon was on the decline—no longer the 
powerful, prosperous empire it once was. By this time Daniel was an old man, probably in 
his early 80s. He served the new king as one of the three leading supervisors in the 
kingdom. 
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Daniel was very good at his job—so good, in fact, that King Darius planned to put him in 
charge of the entire kingdom. The other supervisors and governors were jealous of Daniel. 
They watched for him to do something wrong so they could complain to the king. Read 
Daniel 6:4. Daniel was “trustworthy, and no negligence or corruption was found in him.” 
 
Through the malevolent persuasion of the king’s leaders, King Darius passed a law that no 
one could pray to anyone but him, the king, for 30 days. But Daniel continued to pray boldly 
to God. 
 
Guide kids to imagine how Daniel might have felt. Was he worried about getting caught? 
Did he have nightmares about being eaten by lions? Even the king’s threat of death did not 
stop Daniel from praying. The jealous officials turned him in, and Daniel was thrown into the 
lions’ den. 
 
As you teach kids, emphasize that Daniel was faithful to God—the true King—and God 
rescued Him. God’s protection of Daniel served to show all the people that the God of 
Daniel “is the living God, and he endures forever; his kingdom will never be destroyed, and 
his dominion has no end” (Dan. 6:26). 
 
God also calls us to trust and obey Him no matter what. God sent His Son, Jesus, to 
rescue us from something much more dangerous than lions. Jesus rescues us from sin and 
death. Pray that through your faith, and that of the kids you lead, “may the name of God be 
praised forever and ever” (Dan. 2:20). 
 
* BIBLE STORY:  
INTRO:    
I’m excited to learn more about our bible story today and our amazing God from his word. 
Each and every week our story comes from the Bible. Remember, all the smaller stories in 
the Bible fit together to tell one big story—the story of how people turned away from 
God and how He brought us back to Himself by sending His Son, Jesus, to save us 
from sin. 
 
Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God, and we know He hears us. The 
Bible tells us that we can pray continuously, or all the time! Prayer is simply talking to God. 
We can talk to Him no matter where we are or what we are doing. God loves it when we 
come to Him in prayer and He speaks to us through His Word, too. 
 
Over the past two weeks, we’ve already heard two stories that took place while God’s 
people were exiled to Babylon because of their disobedience. First we heard that God 
delivered Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego from the king and the fiery furnace. Last 
week, we learned about Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and how God humbled King 
Nebuchadnezzar to show that He is in control. Even though God’s people were in a 
foreign country with a king who didn’t worship the one true God, it’s clear that He was still 
with them. In each story we’ve seen God display His power.  
 



TGP Elementary       

 

 3 

We learn about many miracles in the Bible. Miracles are amazing because they are 
wonderful things God can do that are not limited by the laws of nature. All the miracles in the 
Bible really did happen. Today we’ll hear a story of God’s miraculously saving Daniel from a 
very sticky situation. 
 

Daniel in the Lions’ Den 

Daniel 6 

King Darius (duh RIGH uhs) was the new leader in Babylon. Babylon was a large 
kingdom, so the king picked men to be leaders over small parts of Babylon. The king picked 
Daniel to be one of the leaders. Daniel was very good at his job, so Darius decided to put 
Daniel in charge of all of Babylon. 
 
When the other leaders heard about this, they were jealous. They watched Daniel and 
waited for him to do something wrong so they could get him in trouble. But Daniel did what 
was right. 
 
The leaders knew Daniel obeyed God, so they made a plan to get Daniel in trouble 
for praying. They said to King Darius, “King, all of your leaders think it would be a 
good idea to pass a law: For the next 30 days, no one may pray to any god or man 
except to you. Anyone who disobeys the law will be thrown into the lions’ den.” King 
Darius agreed to pass the law. 
 
Daniel knew the law meant he was not allowed to pray to God. Still, Daniel went into 
his house and prayed to God three times a day, just like he had always done. 
The jealous leaders saw Daniel praying, and they told the king that Daniel had 
broken the law. King Darius was upset. He didn’t want to punish Daniel. The king 
thought all day about how he could save Daniel from the lions. “The law can’t be 
changed,” the men reminded King Darius. 
 
So King Darius ordered Daniel to be thrown into the lions’ den. “May the God you 
serve save you,” he said. The king went to his palace for the night. He did not eat and he 
could not sleep. He thought about Daniel with the lions. 
 
As soon as the sun came up the next morning, the king hurried to the lions’ den. He 
cried out, “Daniel, has your God rescued you from the lions?” 
 
Daniel shouted back, “God sent His angel to shut the lions’ mouths! I am safe!” 
The king was so happy! He ordered for Daniel to be taken out of the lions’ den. Daniel 
wasn’t hurt because he had trusted in God. 
 
King Darius made a new law: everyone must respect God. King Darius wrote, “He is 
the living God … he has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.” 
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Christ Connection: God showed His power to rescue Daniel from the lions, but Daniel was 
just a small part of a much bigger story. God ultimately rescued us from a much bigger 
problem—sin and death—through His Son, Jesus. 
 
 
OUTRO:  
Wow, what an amazing story.  
 
 Daniel was an honest man and worked hard in his role within the kingdom. When he 
returned to his house to pray, Daniel wasn’t trying to be rebellious against the king. Daniel 
knew that God was greater than any earthly king, and Daniel wanted to obey God rather 
than King Darius. Daniel was willing to risk being thrown to the lions to remain faithful to 
God. It might seem surprising that God allowed Daniel to get caught and thrown to the lions 
at all. But because Daniel went into the lions’ den, God received glory. God shut the 
mouths of the lions to save Daniel. God showed King Darius that He is the living God 
who rules forever.  
 
Sometimes it may feel like God isn’t watching, especially when we are going through hard 
times. Maybe you have prayed, and it seems like God won’t answer or that He doesn’t hear 
you. But one thing we learn from this story is that God is always listening. He is always 
watching out for us. He uses even our scary situations to show His power! Remember, we 
pray because we trust God, and we know He hears us. And God always answers our 
prayers, even when He gives an answer we do not expect. Whenever God does something 
differently from how we expect, we can trust that God’s way is much better than ours. 
 
Daniel needed saving from the lions and we all need saving from a much bigger enemy: 
sin. God showed His power to rescue Daniel from the lions, but Daniel was just a small part 
of a much bigger story. God ultimately rescued us from a much bigger problem— sin and 
death— through His Son, Jesus. 
 
Let’s review our gospel plan and learn more about how God rescues us through his son 
Jesus.  
 
*GOSPEL PLAN: 
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel means “good 
news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, and salvation. Use the following 
guide to share the gospel with kids. 
Feel free to make up hand movements with the class. 

 
God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created everything, and He is in 
charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read 
Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud and explain what these verses mean. 
 
We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has chosen to disobey 
God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is holy, God cannot be around 
sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s punishment of death. (Romans 6:23) 
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God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God sent His Son, Jesus, 
the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from the punishment we deserve. It’s 
something we, as sinners, could never earn on our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and 
explain Ephesians 2:8-9. 
 
Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the cross for our sins, 
and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can be welcomed into God’s 
family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 
Peter 3:18. 
 
We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read Romans 10:9-10,13. Review 
these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart that Jesus alone saves you through 
what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God 
and others that your faith is in Jesus. 
 
* KEY PASSAGE / MEMORY VERSE: 
Our memory verse can be found in 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18: “Rejoice always, pray without 
ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 
 
Hand Motions: 
Rejoice always: punch sky alternating with both hands   
Pray without ceasing: Prayer hands  
Give thanks in all circumstances: start flat hand near mouth and lower hand palm face 
up in front of you (sign language for thanks) 
For this is the will of God: With both hands point up to the sky  
In Christ Jesus: unfurl arms out wide like a cross  
for you: hands over heart 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18: bring hands together like a book, open hands like a book  
 
Daniel knew how important prayer is. He had heard the law King Darius passed and yet 
Daniel still prayed. Prayer is talking with God to praise Him, ask Him for help, and confess 
our sins. Maybe Daniel was asking God for help when he was caught. We can ask God to 
help us in times of need too. God shut the mouths of the lions to save Daniel. He will 
rescue us from our greatest enemy too: sin. 
 
 
*BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
You kids have done a great job answering our big picture question, Why do we pray? We 
pray because we trust God, and we know He hears us. The Bible tells us that we can 
pray continuously, or all the time! Prayer is simply talking to God. We can talk to Him no 
matter where we are or what we are doing. God loves it when we come to Him in prayer 
and He speaks to us through His Word, too. 
 
*PRAYER 
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*ACTIVITY:  
 
ACTIVITY PAGE & COLORING SHEETS 
Invite kids to complete the “Dan’s Den” activity page. Challenge kids to find the seven silly 
additions that do not belong in the Bible story art.  
Say •When you talk about stuff that belongs in a lions’ den, there are some things that 
probably won’t come to mind. In our picture, there were lots of silly things added that did not 
belong, but Daniel, the man in the lions’ den, actually did spend a night there! How would 
you feel if surrounded by hungry lions? 

Invite kids to complete “Devoted Daniel” on the activity page. Kids will use the key to color 
the picture. 
Say • Today we are going to learn about a man named Daniel who was obedient to God 
even when he knew he would be punished for it. I cannot wait to tell you how God rescued 
Daniel and used him as a part of a much bigger story. 
 
Three thanks 
Go around the room and encourage each child to name three things she is thankful for. 
When everyone has shared, spend a minute thanking God for the way He has blessed 
everyone in the class.  
Say • Today we’ll hear a story about Daniel. He loved God and prayed to God many times 
each day. What do you think Daniel did when the king made a law saying prayer to God 
would be illegal? 
 
 
PRAYER JOURNAL 
Give several sheets of paper to each kid. Demonstrate how to fold the papers in half along 
the width, and staple them into a booklet. Provide markers or colored pencils, stickers, 
decorative tape, or other art supplies for kids to decorate their journals. Encourage the kids 
to write or draw three things they pray for each day throughout the week.  
Say • Even though the king passed a law making it illegal to pray to anyone other than him 
for thirty days, Daniel still prayed to God as he had always done. Daniel loved God and 
knew that obeying Him was worth any punishment he faced. The same is true for us. God 
is our Creator and King. We need Him each and every day! 
 
IN THE LION’S DEN ACTIVITY PAGE 
On the same page as Devoted Daniel. Above each lion, write a “lion” or problem you are 
facing in your life. Inside the lion, write how you can trust Jesus with that problem. 
Say • Daniel knew the importance of prayer and lived it out in his daily life. Why do we 
pray? We pray because we trust God, and we know He hears us.  
It is so exciting and encouraging to look back and remember ways God has answered 
prayer. We see God’s power and remember that Daniel was just a small part of a much 
bigger story. God ultimately rescued us from a much bigger problem—sin and death—
through His Son, Jesus. 
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GROUP DEMONSTRATION 
Tie a paper clip to a 6-inch length of string. Tape the other end of the string to the table or 
other flat surface. Use a bar magnet to attract the paper clip and make the string pull taut. 
Hold the magnet far enough away so that the paper clip “floats” but cannot actually contact 
the magnet. Invite a few volunteers to see what happens to the paper clip if they move the 
magnet further away or back and forth over the paper clip.   
Say • The magnetic force of the bar magnet pulls on the paper clip because the clip is 
made of metal. The paper clip cannot draw itself closer to the magnet, but the paper clip’s 
material does play a role in the magnet’s attraction. A plastic coin or bit of cotton would not 
be drawn to the magnet.  
In a way, this can help us think about Daniel’s choice to pray even when it was dangerous. 
God draws us to Himself. We cannot draw near to God by our own power. When we feel 
God’s power and love pulling us, we will draw near to Him. We need God to awaken our 
hearts so that we can be pulled closer.  
When our hearts are awakened by God’s power, we will want to draw near to God all the 
time. Prayer is one way we can draw near to God, and being near to God is worth any risk. 
Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God, and we know He hears us. There is 
nothing any rulers of the earth can do to us that God cannot protect us from. Plus, our true 
hope is not in physical safety but in knowing that Jesus will return and fix all that sin has 
broken. 
 
Popcorn Prayer 
Explain the concept of popcorn prayer—offering short, frequent prayers without a specific 
turn order. Encourage the kids in the different small groups to pray together in this way. 
Remind kids that there is no issue or concern that is too small or too big for God. Help them 
also understand that prayer is not only asking God for things, but also praising God, 
thanking God, and telling Him about your feelings. After a few minutes, invite the smaller 
groups to join back together, and pray over all the kids.  
Say • Daniel was arrested and thrown into the lions’ den because he prayed to God. God 
shut the mouths of the lions to save Daniel. In many places around the globe, Christians 
who pray to God risk punishment just as Daniel did.  
Farah • Praying to God is worth any risk because God is our Creator and King. God loves 
us and wants us to know Him personally as our Father. Prayer is one way we can know and 
love God more. Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God, and we know He 
hears us. 
 
HEAR ME ROAR 
Ask for a volunteer to be It. The kid who is It will roar at each person, trying to make him or 
her laugh. It can do silly movements or make a funny face while roaring. The kids around 
the circle should try not to smile or laugh at the roar. If a player smiles or laughs, she is the 
next It. 
SAY • This is a fun and silly game. Today we are going to hear a story from the Bible about 
a man named Daniel who faced real lions—lions that did not make anyone laugh; in fact, 
they were very scary. God took an impossible situation and displayed His power through it. 
God shut the mouths of the lions to save Daniel. We pray for the same reasons Daniel 
prayed. Why do we pray? We pray because we trust God, and we know He hears us. 
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*DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

• Why did the other leaders want to get Daniel in trouble? (They were jealous of him, 
Dan. 6:3-4) 

• What law did Darius create? (For thirty days; people could not pray to anyone 
except him, Dan. 6:7) 

• What was Daniel’s response to the king’s law? (Daniel continued praying, Dan. 6:10) 
• Why do you think Daniel obeyed God rather than King Darius? Guide the kids to see 

that God is our ultimate authority. We are called to obey God above any earthly 
leaders. If Daniel were to obey the king’s decree to pray to him, Daniel would have 
been sinning against God.  

• Is it always easy to obey God? Why or why not? Help kids understand that obeying 
God can be difficult. We have to fight against our own sin, and we may face 
persecution from non-believers. Jesus reminded His disciples that we will be 
blessed when people mistreat us for His sake. (Matt. 5:11-12; John 15:18-19) We 
can also remember that Jesus faced punishment and even death when He was 
obedient to God’s plan to rescue sinners. (Heb. 5:7-9) 

• How can your obedience to God point others to His goodness? Explain that our 
obedience shows others that we really do trust God and believe the Bible. When we 
choose to follow God, especially when disobedience might seem easier, we 
demonstrate to the world that God is worthy of our obedience. 

 
 



 

  

 
As you attend church 

services with your family, use 
this sheet to help you pay 
attention and learn. We 

want you to worship with us 
by singing to God and 

listening to the message. 

 
What is the main 
passage we are 
reading today?? 

 
Book: 
 
 
 
Chapter: 
 
Verse: 

Sermon Notes 

FOR KIDS 

Favorite song 
today was: 

 

Date: _____________________ 

Who is speaking? 

What are we learning about 
God from this passage? 

Words you 
heard but 
don’t know… 

The most important 
thing you learned was: 

Write or draw something you heard in the sermon  

How does today’s message 
apply to your life? 

Questions? 

Sara Joo Van Dyke


Sara Joo Van Dyke


Sara Joo Van Dyke


Sara Joo Van Dyke


Sara Joo Van Dyke




The gospel is the good news, the message about Christ, the kingdom of God,  
and salvation. Use these prompts to share the gospel with your kids.

GOD RULES. Ask: “Who is in charge at home?” Explain that 
because God created everything, He is in charge of everything.  
Read Revelation 4:11.

WE SINNED. Ask: “Have you ever done something wrong?” 
Tell kids that everyone sins, or disobeys God. Our sin separates us 
from God. Read Romans 3:23.

GOD PROVIDED. Explain that God is holy and must punish 
sin. God sent His Son, Jesus, to take the punishment we deserve. 
Read John 3:16.

JESUS GIVES. Ask: “What is the best gift you’ve ever 
received?” Say that Jesus took our punishment for sin by giving 
His life, and He gives us His righteousness. God sees us as if 
we lived the perfect life Jesus lived. This is the best gift ever!  
Read 2 Corinthians 5:21.

WE RESPOND. Explain that everyone has a choice to make. 
Ask: “Will you trust Jesus as your Savior and Lord? You can turn 
from self and sin and turn to Jesus.” Read Romans 10:9-10.

GOSPEL
THE

GOD’S PLAN for US
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Rejoice always, pray 
without ceasing, give 

thanks in all circumstances; 
for this is the will of God in 

Christ Jesus for you.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18



STORY POINT: GOD SHUT THE MOUTHS OF THE LIONS TO SAVE DANIEL. Daniel in the Lions’ Den
Daniel 6 8
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Unit 16 • Session 3 
 Daniel in the Lions’ Den

BIBLE STORY SUMMARY: 

• Some of the king’s advisors were 
jealous of Daniel.

• Th e king made a law that everyone 
must pray to him for 30 days .

• Daniel prayed to God despite the 
new law and was thrown in the 
lions’ den.

• God shut the mouths of the lions 
to save Daniel.

KEY PASSAGE: 

1 Th essalonians 5:16-18

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• Why do we pray? We pray because 
we trust God, and we know He 
hears us.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

• Why is it sin to pray to anyone 
besides God?

• What are some ways God has 
answered our prayers?

• How has God saved us?

FAMILY ACTIVITY:

• Plan a trip to a zoo to see lions or 
other big cats. Discuss how strong 
they are and how God is stronger. 
Remind your family that Jesus saves 
us from something more dangerous 
than hungry lions.

Dan’s Den
INSTRUCTIONS: Circle the seven silly items that don’t belong in the Bible story picture. 
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Devoted Daniel | Daniel was obedient to God even when he knew 
he might be punished by the leaders in Babylon. Use the key to color the picture.

Unit 16, Session 3: Daniel in the Lions’ DenUnit 16, Session 3: Daniel in the Lions’ Den

In the Lions’ Den
Above each lion, write a “lion” or problem you are 
facing in your life. Inside the lion, write how you can 
trust Jesus with that problem.

8


