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April 11, 2021 Elementary 
 

Bible Passage: Ezekiel Gave Hope / Ezekiel 37 

Story Point: God planned to bring His people home and give them new life. 

Memory Verse: 2 Chronicles 7:14: “If my people…turn from their wicked ways, 

then I…will forgive their sin and heal their land.” 

Big Picture Question: How did God plan to fix what sin broke? Before He created 

the world, God planned to send the Messiah to save sinners. 

Christ Connection: Apart from Jesus, we are like the dry bones Ezekiel saw. God 
showed Ezekiel His power to make dead people alive. We see God’s power at the 
cross. Jesus died to save sinners. God raised Jesus from the dead, and He gives us 
eternal life. 

 
ETOWN IS OPEN! 
Beginning April 11, we will be opening limited classrooms for one service in Totowa 

(9:30) and Ringwood (10:00). Registration will open one week prior to service and we 

will keep a waiting list as needed for PreK (age 3-5) and Elementary (Kindergarten-

4th grade). Nursery will not be available quite yet. Head to 

https://emergencenj.org/digital-bulletin to register and find out more information. 
 
ETOWN ZOOM ROOMS!  
Jump into learn about Jesus with us each Sunday! There will be music, a bible lesson, 

and games. Starting 4/11: ONE TIME @ 10AM FOR ALL AGES! 
Here’s the ZOOM LINK: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5849608269?pwd=QzRpNFpiUS8wOHdqaXQ3QzlkaVp1UT

09 

 
STAY CONNECTED WITH ALL THINGS EMERGENCE! 
If you haven’t already, please sign up for Emergence Connect, this is the way to stay 

connected with all things Emergence including kids resources! You can sign up here: 

https://emergencenj.org/login If you have any questions on your Emergence Connect 

account, please reach out sara.vandyke@emergencenj.org  

 

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM: @emergencenj_kids 
Get encouragement, updates, lesson tips, activities and more! 

 
* BIBLE STUDY TIPS FOR PARENTS: 
Leader Bible Study 

Ezekiel had a tough job: ministering to people who had rejected God and suffered the 

consequences. The exiled people of Judah were eager to blame God for their circumstances. “It’s 

not fair!” they argued. (See Ezek. 18:25.) 

 

Ezekiel told the people that they were at fault for their exile; their faithlessness had provoked God’s 

wrath. The people were getting what they deserved. “I take no pleasure in anyone’s death,” God 

said. “So repent and live!” (Ezek. 18:32). 



TGP Elementary       

 

 2 

 

God gave Ezekiel a vision. In this vision, God showed Ezekiel a valley of dry bones. The bones 

represented Israel. Ezekiel prophesied that God would put tendons, flesh, and skin on the bones. 

He would put breath in them so they would come to life. 

 

Ezekiel encouraged the exiles. Apart from God, they were dead. But God was offering them life. He 

would restore their future. “My dwelling place will be with them,” God said. “I will be their God, and 

they will be my people” (Ezek. 37:27). 

 

We too are dead in our sin. (Eph. 2:1) Sin separates us from God because He is holy. We are apart 

from God’s presence. But God does not delight in our death. He is patient and wants us to repent 

and live!  

 

Hundreds of years after Ezekiel died, God’s presence came to His people through Jesus Christ, 

Immanuel—meaning, “God with us.” Jesus is the source of life; He offers us living water. (John 

4:10,14) If we do not drink of it, we will be like the dry bones. No life will be in us. 

 

Jesus changes that. He brings life to the spiritually dead. God saves us by grace, making us alive 

with Christ through the Holy Spirit. (Eph. 2:4-5) 

 
 
* BIBLE STORY:  
 
INTRO:    
I’m excited to learn more about our bible story today and our amazing God from his word. 

Each and every week our story comes from the Bible. Remember, all the smaller stories in 

the Bible fit together to tell one big story—the story of how people turned away from God and 

how He brought us back to Himself by sending His Son, Jesus, to save us from sin. 

 

First, let’s remember the big picture question we’ve been focusing on. How did God plan to fix 
what sin broke? Can anyone tell me? [Allow responses.] That is just right. Before He created the 
world, God planned to send the Messiah to save sinners. That means that, even though God 

knew people would sin against Him, He chose to create the world and each of us anyway. He loves 

to show love, and had a plan all along to show us the greatest love ever through Jesus. 

 

What is something you hope for? A snow day, no homework, a puppy?  

Those are all good things. Sometimes we use the word hope as though it just means to wish for 

something or want something. Like I hope for more ice cream.  

In the Bible, hope is more certain. Today, we will learn more about the kind of hope we have in God. 

 

God’s people had been living in sin for generations. A few good kings were not enough to get the 

people back on track. God warned the people of Judah over and over, but they refused to listen. 

Habakkuk learned to have faith and trust in God, even when everything felt hopeless. God had a 

plan. Judah ignored God’s prophets and was captured. But God’s plan was still happening. 

Today we will learn about the prophet Ezekiel, and the message God gave Judah through him. Our 

story is called “Ezekiel Gave Hope.” 
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Let’s listen to our bible story. 

 

Ezekiel Gave Hope 

Ezekiel 37 

God had allowed the Babylonians to take over Judah. Now God’s people were living in Babylon as 

slaves. Ezekiel the prophet had been taken with God’s people to Babylon. Even in captivity, 
God gave Ezekiel visions so he could tell God’s people about the future. 
 
One day, God gave Ezekiel a vision. God led Ezekiel through a valley filled with old, dry 
bones. God asked Ezekiel, “Can these bones come to life?” 
 
Ezekiel replied, “Lord God, only You know the answer to that question.” 
 

God said, “Speak to these bones for Me. Say, ‘This is what God says: I will put breath in you, 
and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am God.’” Ezekiel spoke to the bones. 
Suddenly, there was a noise—a rattling sound. The bones were coming together: bones to 

bones, tendons to bones, flesh over bones, and skin over flesh. But there was no breath in the 

bones. 

 

God said, “Speak to the breath for Me. Say, ‘This is what God says: Breath, come into these 
bones so that they may live!’” Ezekiel did what God said, and the breath entered the bones. 
They came to life, and a vast army stood before Ezekiel. 
 

God said to Ezekiel, “These bones are like My people of Israel. I want you to speak to them 
for Me.” God told Ezekiel to say, “This is what God says: I am going to bring My people back 
to the land of Israel. I will put My Spirit in you, and you will live.” 
 

Then another message came to Ezekiel. God told Ezekiel to hold two sticks together in one 
hand so they would become one single stick. The first stick represented the kingdom of Judah, 

and the second stick represented the kingdom of Israel. God explained that His people would be 

one nation. They would have a new king to rule over them and guide them. God said, “My people 
will live forever in the land I gave to their ancestors.” 
 
God would make a covenant of peace with His people forever. “I will be with them,” God said. “I 

will be their God, and they will be My people. Then everyone will know that I am the Lord.” 

 

Christ Connection: Apart from Jesus, we are like the dry bones Ezekiel saw. God showed Ezekiel 
His power to make dead people alive. We see God’s power at the cross. Jesus died to save sinners. 

God raised Jesus from the dead, and He gives us eternal life. 
 
 
OUTRO:  
I just love this story. No matter how hard things seem, no matter how hopeless God’s people may 

feel, God’s plan is always happening. He never gives up on them or abandons them.  
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If you think all the way back to Genesis, when God created Adam, do you remember what God did? 

First, God formed Adam out of dust from the ground, and then God breathed into Adam to give him 

life. In the Bible, breath is a symbol—or picture—of life. But not just regular physical life; breath is 

the wonderful and extraordinary life that only God can give. 

 

In our story today, God told Ezekiel to command the breath to bring the bones back to life. God 

showed His power over death. God’s people felt like their hope was gone. They thought that God 

had finished with them. But God was still working His plan. God planned to bring His people 
home and give them new life. 

 

This story also showed a preview of what God was going to do in the future. Just as Adam’s sin 

caused all people to be dead in sin, God was planning the way to bring people back to life. Jesus’ 

perfect life, undeserved death, and miraculous resurrection made the way for us to have life with 

God again. How did God plan to fix what sin broke? Before He created the world, God 
planned to send the Messiah to save sinners. 

 

Apart from Jesus, we are like the dry bones Ezekiel saw. God showed Ezekiel His power to make 

dead people alive. We see God’s power at the cross. Jesus died to save sinners. God raised Jesus 

from the dead, and He gives us eternal life. 

 

 

*GOSPEL PLAN: 
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel means “good 

news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, and salvation. Use the following 

guide to share the gospel with kids. 

 
God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created everything, and He is in 

charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read 

Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud and explain what these verses mean. 

 
We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has chosen to disobey 

God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is holy, God cannot be around 

sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s punishment of death. (Romans 6:23) 

 
God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God sent His Son, Jesus, 

the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from the punishment we deserve. It’s 

something we, as sinners, could never earn on our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and 

explain Ephesians 2:8-9. 

 
Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the cross for our sins, 

and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can be welcomed into God’s 

family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 

Peter 3:18. 

 

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read Romans 10:9-10,13. Review 

these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart that Jesus alone saves you through 
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what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God 

and others that your faith is in Jesus. 

 

* KEY PASSAGE / MEMORY VERSE: 

Our memory verse can be found in 2 Chronicles 7:14: 

“If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my 

face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their 

sin and heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14 

 

Hand Motions: 
If my people – hold hands out palms face up 

Turn from their wicked ways – push something aside with both hands – turn your face 

Then I will forgive their sin – bring hands together over heart 

And heal their land- bring hands down and spread out 

2 Chronicles 7:14 – open hands like a book 

 

This key passage comes from a promise God made to His people after the temple was completed. 

We heard last week that Jerusalem had been destroyed by the Babylonians. God’s people were 

living in exile, away from their home. But God’s promise was still true. He still loved His people and 

planned to heal their land. Ezekiel gave a wonderful message of hope. God planned to bring His 
people home and give them new life. 

 

In some ways, this key passage is for us too. God has promised to save everyone who trusts in 

Jesus. When we do, God forgives our sin and the Holy Spirit comes to live in us. Then, through His 

power, God begins to heal us of the brokenness sin causes. Someday Jesus will return and undo all 

the sad things caused by sin. 

 

 
*PRAYER 
 
*DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

• What did God show Ezekiel? (a valley filled with bones, Ezek. 37:1-2) 

• What did God do with the bones? (caused them to reconnect, grow flesh, and come back to 

life; Ezek. 37:4-10) 

• What was God’s message to His people? (God would bring them back to life and fill them 
with His Spirit, Ezek. 37:13-14) 

• When did this prophecy come true? Guide kids to think about the two different fulfillments of 
this prophecy. God did bring His people back to their land as He promised. Also, God sent 
Jesus to die for sin and rise again to give life to believers. 

• What is our ultimate hope? Guide kids to think about our hope for the future. We know God 
is faithful, and He has promised to send Jesus back to earth. At that time, all of the damage 
sin has caused will be undone. We will be completely free from sin in every way. No matter 

how bad things may seem, we know that Jesus is victorious over sin.  
• When does our life with God start? Direct kids to see that our new life with God starts right 

away. When we trust in Jesus, God forgives our sin and makes us new. The Holy Spirit 
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comes to live in us and begin healing the damage sin causes. We gain God’s power to love 
Him, obey Him, and share the gospel. 

 

*ACTIVITY:  
 
ACTIVITY PAGE & COLORING PAGE 
Invite kids to complete the “Bone Bonanza” activity page. Challenge kids to match each 

skeleton with the creature it belongs to.  

Say • We don’t often see creatures without flesh on their bones, and when we do it can 

look pretty spooky. But the truth is, we all have bones in our bodies! And if you see a 

skeleton without flesh, you can be sure it’s dead. But God has power over death. Today we 

will learn about a time God used skeletons to help tell His people about the new life He 

would provide for them. 

 

Invite kids to complete “Big Picture Bones” on the activity page. Guide kids to match the 

bones to answer the big picture question. 

Say • In the Bible story we will hear today, God gave a vision to a prophet named Ezekiel. 

He told Ezekiel about His plan to fix what sin broke. Let’s find out more. 

 

Living or non-living? 
Instruct the kids to stand up and scatter themselves around the room so they have room to 

move and dance without bumping their neighbors. Name different things. If the thing you 

name is living, kids should move and dance; if non-living, they should freeze in place. 

Suggested things: cats, rocks, trees, clouds, lightbulbs, clocks, mushrooms, skeletons, 

humans. 

Say • The difference between living and non-living may not always be obvious. Trees don’t 

move around, but they are living, and many machines do move, but they are non-living. 

Skeletons alone are not alive, but they are part of many animals that are. Today, we’ll hear 

a Bible story where bones come back to life. 

 

Key passage activity 
Select volunteers to say the key passage from memory. Praise each kid for his efforts and 

encourage all kids to continue working to memorize the key passage. Then challenge the 

kids to say the verse as fast as they can while still doing all the motions developed. Use a 

stopwatch and encourage kids to keep beating their previous times.  

Say • Great job! You all have done wonderfully at memorizing that key passage. 

Remember that God spoke these words to help people understand His feelings toward 

people in sin. Everyone who repents of sin and turns to God for help will be forgiven and 

made new. God planned to bring His people home and give them new life. 

 

Hearts of stone 
Give each kid a sheet of construction paper. Provide glue and a few cups filled with small 

pebbles. Help the kids draw a heart shape on their paper and glue pebbles to the paper 

along the outline they drew. Then help kids write the story point in the center of their pebble 

hearts. 
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Say • God planned to bring His people home and give them new life. Ezekiel wrote 

about this by saying that God would take people’s hearts of stone and give them hearts of 

flesh. Stone is cold and non-living. Flesh is warm and alive. Sin causes all the brokenness 

we experience, including the dead, stony hearts we are born with. How did God plan to fix 
what sin broke? Before He created the world, God planned to send the Messiah to 
save sinners. Through Jesus, God has provided a way for our dead, sinful hearts to be 

brought to life and filled with love for God. 

 

Noisy orchestra 
Explain to the group that they are now an orchestra. Assign each kid one of three sounds: 

pat legs, click (tap pencils together), tap fingertips on table. 

Instruct the “leg patters” to sit at one side of the room, the “clickers” to sit in the center, and 

the “tappers” to sit to the other side. Then demonstrate hand motions you will make. Begin 

with your hands together near your waist. That means kids should make their noises 

quietly.  

As you raise your hands up and apart, kids should increase their volume. Bring your hands 

back down and together to quiet the noise. Raise them up again before holding your hands 

in fists to signal kids to stop the noise.  

Say • God showed Ezekiel a vision to communicate how God planned to bring His 
people home and give them new life. God told Ezekiel to speak to the bones. At first, 

Ezekiel heard a rattling sound as the bones in the valley came together. [Conduct the “knee 
patters” to pat quietly.] 
Then God sent breath into the bones. [Conduct the “tappers” to tap gently.] The breath 

entered the bones, and they came to life. 

Ezekiel also had a vision of two sticks coming together. [Conduct the “clickers” to tap their 
pencils quietly. Finally, conduct everyone to increase in volume and then make fists to end 
the noise.] When we are dead in our sin, God has the power to give us life. This is good 

news we can share with everyone we meet. 

 

Drop like dry bones 
Say • There is no way those dry bones would have ever moved without God making them 

move. In the same way, there is no way that we can follow Jesus without the help of the 

Holy Spirit! Let’s pretend that we are like those dry bones! 

 

In this game, one adult will be at one side of the room with all the kids at the other side. 

Whenever the leader’s back is to the kids, they may walk forward. When the leader turns 

around, all the kids must drop to the ground like dry bones. The last person to hit the 

ground will be “out.” The goal is for the kids to get across the room. This game is best 

played in a large room. If no large room is available, consider moving outside to a hallway 

or a field. 

Say • You all did a great job moving forward while always watching for the leader to turn 

back around! As soon as you saw the leader turning, you hit the ground quickly! You were 

only able to move forward when the leader allowed you by turning his back. That’s kind of 

how we grow to be more like Jesus. We only move forward in Christ-likeness when the 

Holy Spirit moves in us. The same God who was in charge of saving us in Jesus is also in 

charge of our growth in Christ-likeness. 
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DEMONSTRATION 
Stretch the first balloon a few times so that it can more easily inflate. Stuff the wide end into 

the top of the bottle and stretch the mouth of the balloon over the mouth of the bottle. Cut 

the narrow end off the second balloon and stretch the wide end over the open bottom of the 

bottle so it forms a thin membrane. Secure that balloon in place with tape or a rubber band. 

Invite a kid onto the stage to examine the contraption. Demonstrate how gently pulling 

down on the balloon membrane causes the intact balloon inside the bottle to fill. When you 

release the membrane, the balloon inside deflates. 

SAY • This model can kind of show us what our lungs are like and how they work. The cut 

balloon is acting like a muscle in your body called your diaphragm. When the diaphragm 

contracts, it creates a vacuum and our lungs fill up like this balloon is filling up with air. 

In our story, God rebuilt the bones and gave them flesh—muscles, tendons, organs, and 

skin. Then God breathed them back to life. Just as breathing is necessary to be healthy 

and alive, there’s something called “spiritual” breathing, that can help keep our spiritual 

lives strong and healthy. 

Spiritual breathing means we breathe out our sin—confessing to God when we know we 

have thought, spoken, or behaved in a way that goes against Him or His commands; and 

breathe in the gospel—remembering the truth that God forgives everyone who trusts in 

Jesus, and sent the Holy Spirit to help us love Jesus and be more like Him each day. 



 

  

 
As you attend church 

services with your family, use 
this sheet to help you pay 
attention and learn. We 

want you to worship with us 
by singing to God and 

listening to the message. 

 
What is the main 
passage we are 
reading today?? 

 
Book: 
 
 
 
Chapter: 
 
Verse: 

Sermon Notes 

FOR KIDS 

Favorite song 
today was: 

 

Date: _____________________ 

Who is speaking? 

What are we learning about 
God from this passage? 

Words you 
heard but 
don’t know… 

The most important 
thing you learned was: 

Write or draw something you heard in the sermon  

How does today’s message 
apply to your life? 

Questions? 

Sara Joo Van Dyke


Sara Joo Van Dyke


Sara Joo Van Dyke


Sara Joo Van Dyke


Sara Joo Van Dyke




The gospel is the good news, the message about Christ, the kingdom of God,  
and salvation. Use these prompts to share the gospel with your kids.

GOD RULES. Ask: “Who is in charge at home?” Explain that 
because God created everything, He is in charge of everything.  
Read Revelation 4:11.

WE SINNED. Ask: “Have you ever done something wrong?” 
Tell kids that everyone sins, or disobeys God. Our sin separates us 
from God. Read Romans 3:23.

GOD PROVIDED. Explain that God is holy and must punish 
sin. God sent His Son, Jesus, to take the punishment we deserve. 
Read John 3:16.

JESUS GIVES. Ask: “What is the best gift you’ve ever 
received?” Say that Jesus took our punishment for sin by giving 
His life, and He gives us His righteousness. God sees us as if 
we lived the perfect life Jesus lived. This is the best gift ever!  
Read 2 Corinthians 5:21.

WE RESPOND. Explain that everyone has a choice to make. 
Ask: “Will you trust Jesus as your Savior and Lord? You can turn 
from self and sin and turn to Jesus.” Read Romans 10:9-10.

GOSPEL
THE

GOD’S PLAN for US
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If my people … turn from 
their wicked ways, then  
I will … forgive their sin 

and heal their land.
2 Chronicles 7:14
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Unit 15 • Session 6 
Ezekiel Gave Hope

BIBLE STORY SUMMARY: 

• God showed Ezekiel a valley filled 
with dry bones.

• God made the bones connect and 
come back to life.

• The bones represented God’s 
people; they felt hopeless.

• God planned to bring His people 
home and give them new life.

KEY PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 7:14

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• How did God plan to fix what 
sin broke? Before He created the 
world, God planned to send the 
Messiah to save sinners.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

• How was God planning to give His 
people new life?

• How are we like the dry bones?
• What is our hope for the future?

FAMILY ACTIVITY:

• Take your family to a natural 
history museum. Pay special 
attention to any skeletons that are 
on display. Dicuss the amazing 
message God had given His people 
by bringing dry bones to life. 
Remind them that we can have 
new life only through Jesus.

Bone Bonanza
INSTRUCTIONS: Match each skeleton to the flesh-covered animal that it belongs to. 

27
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STORY POINT: GOD PLANNED TO BRING HIS PEOPLE HOME AND 
GIVE THEM NEW LIFE.

Ezekiel Gave Hope
Ezekiel 37 28

© 2019 LifeWay



Big Picture Bones
Match the bones to answer the big picture question.

Ezekiel’s Message
Use the coordinates to figure out 

Ezekiel’s message to God’s people in 
Babylon. 

28Unit 15, Session 6: Ezekiel Gave Hope
© 2019 LifeWay


