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January 17, 2021 PreK 
Bible Passage: Elijah and Elisha / 2 Kings 2 

Story Point: God chose Elisha to be His prophet after Elijah. 
Key Passage/Memory Verse: Isaiah 42:8: “I am the LORD;… 

    my glory I give to no other.” 
Big Picture Question: How many gods are there? There is one true God. 
Christ Connection: God gave Elisha the same spirit that was in Elijah so Elisha 
could do his work as a prophet. Years later, Jesus told His followers to wait for the 
Holy Spirit. God gives believers the Holy Spirit so they can share Jesus’ good news 
with the world. 

 
ETOWN ZOOM ROOMS!  
Jump into learn about Jesus with us each Sunday! There will be music, a bible lesson, 

and games. PreK: 9:30 & Elementary: 10:15 

Here’s the ZOOM LINK: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5849608269?pwd=QzRpNFpiUS8wOHdqaXQ3QzlkaVp1UT

09 

 
STAY CONNECTED WITH ALL THINGS EMERGENCE! 
If you haven’t already, please sign up for Emergence Connect, this is the way to stay 

connected with all things Emergence including kids resources! You can sign up here: 

https://emergencenj.org/login   //  If you have any questions on your Emergence 

Connect account, please reach out to sara.vandyke@emergencenj.org  

 

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM: @emergencenj_kids 
Get encouragement, updates, lesson tips, activities and more! 
 
* BIBLE STUDY TIPS FOR PARENTS: 

Following God’s great display of power at Mount Carmel, Elijah fled for his life and traveled 

to Mount Horeb where he encountered God in a soft whisper. God instructed Elijah to 

anoint a man named Elisha as his successor. Elijah found Elisha plowing a field. Elijah put 

his cloak over Elisha to show that Elisha would be a prophet like Elijah. Elisha followed 

Elijah and served him for many years. In time, King Ahab of Israel appointed his son 

Ahaziah as king. When Ahaziah died, his brother Joram became king. 

 

Elijah’s ministry came to an end, and God took him to heaven in an unusual way. First, 

Elijah and Elisha traveled from Gilgal to Bethel to Jericho and then to the Jordan River. 

Elijah met with other prophets and their families. Despite Elijah’s insistence otherwise, 

Elisha did not leave Elijah’s side. 

 

A group of prophets watched as Elijah parted the Jordan River by striking the water with his 

mantle (cloak) so he could cross. In Elijah’s final moments, Elisha requested, “Please, let 

me inherit two shares of your spirit” (2 Kings 2:9). Elisha wanted power to continue God’s 

work and confirmation as Israel’s next prophet. 
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A chariot of fire and horses of fire suddenly appeared and separated the men. Elijah went 

up to heaven in a whirlwind, and Elisha cried out after him. When Elijah was out of view, 

Elisha picked up Elijah’s cloak and struck the water of the Jordan River. The water parted—

a sign that Elisha had received power from God. Elisha would continue the work of Elijah as 

a prophet to Israel. 

 

God gave Elisha the same spirit that was in Elijah so Elisha could carry out his mission as a 

prophet. Years later, Jesus told His followers to wait for the Holy Spirit. God gives believers 

the Holy Spirit so they can share the gospel with the world. 

 
 
* BIBLE STORY:  
 

INTRO:  
Today’s story is from the Bible. Our story is in the Old Testament, which is the part of the 

Bible that tells what happened before Jesus was born. We know this story is true because 

all the stories of the Bible are true! The Bible tells us the big story of how God rescues 

sinners through His Son, Jesus. 

 

In today’s Bible story, we are going to talk about two men with similar sounding names: Elijah 

and Elisha. [Emphasize differences in names.] Elijah and Elisha journeyed to several 

different places together. They even walked through a river together! Listen to the story to find 

out more. 

 

Elijah and Elisha 

2 Kings 2 

God told Elijah (ih LIGH juh) to find a man named Elisha (ih LIGH shuh). Elisha would 
be a prophet after Elijah. So Elijah obeyed God. He found Elisha working in a field, 
and Elisha followed Elijah. 
 
When the time came for God to take Elijah up to heaven, Elijah and Elisha went to 

Gilgal. Elijah said, “Stay here, Elisha. The Lord is sending me to Bethel.” But Elisha said, “I 

will not leave you.” So they both went to Bethel. 

 

Elijah said, “Stay here, Elisha. The Lord is sending me to Jericho.” But Elisha said, “I will not 

leave you.” So they both went to Jericho. 

 

Elijah said, “Stay here, Elisha. The Lord is sending me to the Jordan River.” But 
Elisha said, “I will not leave you.” So they both went to the Jordan River. 
 
A crowd of prophets watched Elijah and Elisha as they stood by the river. Elijah rolled 
up his cloak and hit the water with it. The water parted, and they crossed to the other 
side on dry ground. 
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Elijah asked, “What can I do for you before I go?” 
 
Elisha said, “I want the same spirit that gives you power.” 
 
Elijah said, “If you see me go, you will have it.” 
 
Suddenly, a chariot of fire with horses of fire came between them. Elijah went up to 
heaven in a whirlwind. 
 
Elisha watched as Elijah went away. Then he picked up Elijah’s cloak and went back 
to the river. He hit the water, and it parted for him to cross to the other side. 
 
The crowd of prophets was watching, and they saw that Elisha now had the spirit that 
was in Elijah. The prophets searched for Elijah, but they could not find him because God 

had taken him up to heaven. 

 

Christ Connection: God gave Elisha the same spirit that was in Elijah so Elisha could do his 
work as a prophet. Years later, Jesus told His followers to wait for the Holy Spirit. God gives 
believers the Holy Spirit so they can share Jesus’ good news with the world. 
 

 

OUTRO:  
Being a prophet was an important job! Prophets told the people what God said. God chose 
Elisha to be His prophet after Elijah. God gave Elisha the same spirit that was in Elijah 

so Elisha could do his work as a prophet.  

 

Years later, God sent His Son, Jesus, to earth. Jesus told His followers to wait for the Holy 

Spirit. God gives believers the Holy Spirit so they can share Jesus’ good news with the 

world. 
 

Let’s listen in to find out more about God’s plan to save us through His Son Jesus.  

 

* GOSPEL PLAN: 
 
God is King. Ask: “Who is charge at home? Who is in charge over the whole world?” Explain 

that God made everything! He is King over everything, and He is in charge. 

 
We Sinned.  Ask: “Have you ever done something wrong?” Tell preschoolers that everyone 

sins, or disobeys God. Our sin makes God sad. 

 
God Sent Jesus. Explain that God must punish sin. He loves us and He sent His son, Jesus, 

to earth. Jesus came to take away the punishment of sin. 
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Jesus Loves. Ask: “Do you like presents?” Explain that Jesus gives us the best present. He 

never did anything wrong, but He was punished in our place. Jesus wants to take away our 

sin because He loves us. 

 

 
* KEY PASSAGE: 
Our memory verse is Isaiah 42:8: “I am the LORD;…my glory I give to no other.” 
 

* PRAYER  
 
 
* ACTIVITY: 
ACTIVITY PAGE & COLORING PAGE:  
Guide preschoolers to use a finger, crayon, or marker to trace the path made by the dotted 

lines. 

Say • Good job following the path that these men took! In today’s Bible story, we are going 

to talk about two men with similar sounding names: Elijah and Elisha. [Emphasize 
differences in names.] Elijah and Elisha journeyed to several different places together. They 

even walked through a river together! Listen to the story to find out more. 

 

MIRROR MIRROR 
 Form groups of two. Assign one person to be Elijah and the other to be Elisha. Whatever 

Elijah does, Elisha does too. For example, if Elijah claps, Elisha claps too. Switch roles, 

then switch partners.  

Say • Good job mirroring your partner! When Elijah went to Bethel, Jericho, and the Jordan 

River, Elisha did too. When Elijah went to heaven, Elisha did not go. God chose Elisha to 

be His prophet after Elijah. God gave Elisha the same spirit that was in Elijah so he could 

do his work as a prophet. Jesus is greater than Elijah and Elisha, because Jesus is God the 

Son. 

PAINT WITH YARN 
 Squirt red, orange, and yellow washable paint into individual foam bowls. Cut yarn into 

different lengths, no more than one-foot long. Drop a couple pieces of yarn into each bowl of 

paint. Use a craft stick to submerge the yarn while leaving a dry end hanging out of the bowl.  

Put a smock on each preschooler and roll up sleeves. Give each preschooler a sheet of 

heavyweight paper. Demonstrate how to pull the yarn out of the paint and lay it on the paper. 

Then return it to the bowl leaving the dry end hanging out. Encourage preschoolers to layer 

different colors to create “fire.” Suggest they try dragging the yarn on their paper to see what 

happens. Alternatively, you can use fingers or paint brushes. 

Say • Great job painting fire! A chariot of fire with horses of fire came down between Elijah 

and Elisha. Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. Elijah was gone, but Elisha stayed on 

earth. God chose Elisha to be His prophet after Elijah. God gave Elisha the same spirit 

that had been at work in Elijah. Today, all who trust in Jesus to rescue them from sin have 
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the Spirit of God in them too. The Holy Spirit helps us share the good news of Jesus with the 

world.  

EXPERIMENT WITH WATER AND AIR 
 Use an eyedropper to place droplets of water on a sheet of wax paper for each 

preschooler. Give preschoolers straws. Demonstrate to preschoolers how to move water 

around on the wax paper by blowing through the straw. 

Say • Did you know you could move water with only your breath? Pretty cool! Now, this is 

not very much water. Do you think you could move a whole river with only your breath? No! 

In today’s Bible story, God made the river split in two for Elijah and Elisha to go through. 

Only the true God can do that! How many gods are there? There is one true God. 

MAKE CHARIOTS 
 Before the session, cut red, orange, and yellow streamers into different lengths. Set out a 

variety of transportation toys, such as cars, trains, and boats. Guide preschoolers to tape 

the streamers to the vehicles. Invite preschoolers to drive their “chariots” around the room.  

Alternatively, if you have a large box at home you can make a chariot together as a family. 

Say • God sent a chariot of fire with horses of fire to take Elijah up to heaven. A chariot is 

kind of like a car that is pulled by horses. God chose Elisha to be His prophet after 
Elijah. God gave Elisha the same spirit that was in Elijah so Elisha could do his work as a 

prophet. Years later, Jesus told His followers to wait for the Holy Spirit. God gives believers 

the Holy Spirit so they can share Jesus’ good news with the world. 

FIND ELIJAH 
 Print out a copy of the Bible story picture and cut out Elijah. Allow preschoolers to take 

turns hiding Elijah somewhere in the room for the rest of the group to find. 

Say • Good job finding this pretend Elijah! The prophets could not find Elijah because God 

had taken him. God chose Elisha to be His prophet after Elijah and gave him the same 

spirit as Elijah. Jesus is greater than both Elisha and Elijah. Jesus is more than a prophet. 

Jesus is God the Son who died for our sins. 

 
REVIEW QUESTIONS: 

• What happened when Elijah hit the Jordan River with his cloak? (The water parted.) 
• What did Elisha ask Elijah for? (for the same spirit that gave Elijah power)  
• Who was taken up into heaven by a chariot of fire? (Elijah) 

• Who would be the new prophet now that Elijah was taken away? (Elisha)  

• How many gods are there? There is one true God. 
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I am the LORD;  
… my glory I give  

to no other.
Isaiah 42:8



GOD IS KING. Ask: “Who is in charge at home? Who is in 
charge over the whole world?” Explain that God made everything! 
He is King over everything, and He is in charge.

WE SINNED. Ask: “Have you ever done something wrong?” 
Tell preschoolers that everyone sins, or disobeys God. Our sin makes 
God sad.

GOD SENT JESUS. Explain that God must punish sin. He 
loves us and He sent His Son, Jesus, to earth. Jesus came to take 
away the punishment for sin.

JESUS LOVES. Ask: “Do you like presents?” Explain that 
Jesus gives us the best present. He never did anything wrong, but 
He was punished in our place. Jesus wants to take away our sin 
because He loves us.

Pray that God will save your preschoolers. As you faithfully teach the Bible, 
you are planting gospel seeds in children’s hearts. Ask God to grow the 

preschoolers into children who love and trust in Jesus.

GOSPEL
THE

GOD’S PLAN for PRESCHOOLERS

While preschoolers might not be ready to respond to the gospel, use this guide to 
help young minds begin to grasp big truths about Jesus and the kingdom of God.
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Unit 13 • Session 3 
Elijah and Elisha

BIBLE STORY SUMMARY: 

• God chose Elisha to be His prophet 
after Elijah.

• A chariot of fire took Elijah up to 
heaven in a whirlwind. 

• Elisha was given the same spirit 
that gave Elijah power.

KEY PASSAGE: Isaiah 42:8

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• How many gods are there? There is 
one true God.

FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

• Why did Elisha want the same 
spirit that was in Elijah?  

• How do we know God gave Elisha 
the same spirit that was in Elijah? 

• Who does God give us to help us 
share the good news of Jesus with 
the world?  

FAMILY ACTIVITY:

• Guide family members to 
practice sharing the gospel with 
each other using a resource such 
as “The Gospel: God’s Plan 
for Preschoolers” poster found 
at gospelproject.com under 
“Additional Resources.” Brainstorm 
times, places, and people you can 
share the gospel with.

Follow the Prophets
INSTRUCTIONS: Use a finger, crayon, or marker to trace the path from start to finish. 
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STORY POINT: GOD CHOSE ELISHA TO BE HIS PROPHET AFTER ELIJAH. Elijah and Elisha
2 Kings 2 8
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