TGP Elementary

November 22, 2020 Elementary
Bible Passage: Wisdom for God’s People / Proverbs; Ecclesiastes; Song of Songs
Story Point: Wisdom is fearing the Lord and obeying His Word.
Memory Verse: James 1:5: “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who
gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him.”
Big Picture Question: What does God know? God knows everything about the
past, present, and future.
Christ Connection: Wisdom in the Bible shows us how to be like Jesus—in how
we live, how we speak, and how we think. But wisdom cannot save us. Only Jesus,
who perfectly followed God’s wise plan, can rescue us from sin.
STAY CONNECTED WITH ALL THINGS EMERGENCE!
If you haven’t already, please sign up for Emergence Connect, this is the way to stay
connected with all things Emergence including kids resources! You can sign up here:
https://emergencenj.org/login
If you had an account on Realm and are not yet on Emergence Connect, take a look at
your inbox for an activation email. If you have any questions on your Emergence
Connect account, please reach out sara.vandyke@emergencenj.org
FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM: emergencenj_kids
Get encouragement, updates, lesson tips, activities and more!

* BIBLE STUDY TIPS FOR PARENTS:
Proverbs; Ecclesiastes; and Song of Songs are three books spanning more than 50
chapters of the Bible. This week’s study follows the story of Solomon, the primary writer of
these books. While three books of the Bible are certainly a lot to cover in one session, this
brief overview will reveal the wisdom of God for His people as He works out His wise plan
for our salvation.
True wisdom comes from God. (See Prov. 2:6.) God made Solomon the wisest man who
had ever lived, and people came from all over to listen to his wisdom. (See 1 Kings 4:29-34;
10:1-9.) He wrote most of the Book of Proverbs, which offers practical advice for living
wisely. Solomon ruled Israel with great wisdom, but he still turned away from God and
pursued His own desires.
Israel needed someone greater than Solomon. God’s plan included that: “Something
greater than Solomon is here!” (Matt. 12:42; Luke 11:31). Jesus not only taught God’s
wisdom, He displayed it perfectly.
The Book of Ecclesiastes teaches us to think carefully about how we should live our lives.
Solomon was searching for something to give meaning to his life. In the end Solomon
discovered that following God was—and is—the only way to find real happiness.
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Finally, King Solomon wrote Song of Songs, which reveals God’s wisdom for
relationships—specifically, between a husband and a wife. In the New Testament, the Book
of Ephesians says that Jesus loves the church as a husband loves his wife. (Eph. 5:22-28)
These books are the inspired words of God. The wisdom offered is not merely suggestions
for living; it is part of God’s plan for our sanctification. Wisdom in the Bible shows us how to
be like Jesus—in how we live, how we speak, and how we think. But wisdom cannot save
us. Only Jesus, who perfectly followed God’s wise plan, can rescue us from sin.

* BIBLE STORY:
INTRO:
Remember that we are studying these stories to help us focus on one big idea. Our big
picture question is this: What does God know? And the answer: God knows everything
about the past, present, and future. That means that God never forgets anything, He is
always aware of what is happening right now, and He is never surprised about things that
will happen. Because God knows everything, all His plans are best. He is perfectly wise; we
can trust Him.
Solomon became king after David died. Solomon had the chance to ask God for anything,
but he asked for wisdom. God gave Solomon wisdom to lead His people. Solomon
became the wisest man of his time. He wrote hundreds of songs, poems, and wise sayings.
He wrote books in the Bible, too! Most of Proverbs, and all of Ecclesiastes and the Song of
Songs were all written by Solomon through the Holy Spirit’s inspiration.
Today we will learn about some things Solomon wrote down so that many people, including
us today, could learn about wisdom and God. Let’s watch our bible story.
Wisdom for God’s People
Proverbs; Ecclesiastes; Song of Songs
When Solomon became king, he asked God for help to lead the Israelites. God gave King
Solomon wisdom to lead His people. People came from far away to hear Solomon’s
wise words. The Bible teaches that there are two ways to live: a wrong way, doing what is
foolish and evil; and a right way, doing what is wise and good.
Solomon wrote thousands of wise sayings called proverbs. He also wrote more than a
thousand songs. In the Book of Proverbs, Solomon said to love and worship God. He
told people how to make wise decisions. If people listened to God’s words and did what
God told them to do, God would bless them and protect them. If they did not listen to God’s
words and obey them, they would make bad decisions and face consequences for their
sins. They would not be happy, healthy, or get along well with others!
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“Trust in the Lord with all your heart,” Solomon wrote in Proverbs 3:5. He also wrote
other wise sayings like, “A gentle answer turns away anger, but a harsh word stirs
up wrath,” and “Even a young man is known by his actions—by whether his
behavior is pure and upright.”
Some people do not always listen to God’s words. Solomon wrote, “Fools hate
wisdom and instruction.” He also wrote, “A fool does not want to learn but only wants to
say what he thinks,” and “A fool does whatever he thinks is right, but a wise person listens
to advice.”
Solomon wrote another book in the Bible called Ecclesiastes. The Book of
Ecclesiastes has wisdom for people too. Solomon wrote about money and work and
how to live a good life. Many people seek after these things, but these things do not truly
satisfy. The most important thing, Solomon said, is to love and obey God.
Solomon taught that there is a time for everything: “a time to give birth and a time to die; a
time to plant and a time to uproot; a time to kill and a time to heal; a time to tear down and a
time to build; a time to weep and a time to laugh; a time to mourn and a time to dance”
(Ecclesiastes 3:2-4).
Solomon also wrote a poem about love. This poem is called Song of Songs. Solomon
wrote this poem to celebrate God’s wise plan for love and marriage.
Christ Connection: Wisdom in the Bible shows us how to be like Jesus—in how we live,
how we speak, and how we think. But wisdom cannot save us. Only Jesus, who perfectly
followed God’s wise plan, can rescue us from sin.
OUTRO:
Last week I offered a definition of wisdom. I said that wisdom is understanding the best
way to use the information you know. But there’s a more specific definition that we can find
by studying Solomon’s teachings: Wisdom is fearing the Lord and obeying His Word.
Think about that for a second.
What do you think it means to fear the Lord? Do you think it means we cower and avoid
God because we think He might hurt us? No! God loves us. Fearing the Lord has to do with
understanding that God is holy. He is perfect, complete, and totally separate from sin.
Fearing the Lord also has to do with understanding that we are sinful and guilty before God.
Here’s an example: When you disobey your parents, do you sometimes feel a sense of fear
when you imagine what consequences you might face? I know I did! Even though I love my
parents, and I know they love me, I knew they would discipline me when I did something
wrong. It’s similar with God. We can trust that God disciplines us because He loves us and
wants what is best for us. He doesn’t want to hurt us; He wants to teach us. And what better
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teacher than God? What does God know? God knows everything about the past,
present, and future.

*GOSPEL PLAN:
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel means “good
news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, and salvation. Use the following
guide to share the gospel with kids.
God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created everything, and He is in
charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read
Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud and explain what these verses mean.
We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has chosen to disobey
God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is holy, God cannot be around
sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)
God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God sent His Son, Jesus,
the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from the punishment we deserve. It’s
something we, as sinners, could never earn on our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and
explain Ephesians 2:8-9.
Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the cross for our sins,
and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can be welcomed into God’s
family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1
Peter 3:18.
We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read Romans 10:9-10,13. Review
these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart that Jesus alone saves you through
what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God
and others that your faith is in Jesus.
Suggest kids talk with their parents and/or email us if they have any questions.

* KEY PASSAGE / MEMORY VERSE:
Our memory verse is James 1:5: “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives
generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him.” James 1:5
According to James’s writing, some people may not have wisdom. But the amazing thing is
this: God gives wisdom to anyone who asks for it! So if you don’t feel wise, the solution is
easy: ask God to give you wisdom.

*PRAY
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*DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
•
•
•
•

•

•

How are a gentle answer and a harsh word different? (The first stops anger, the
second causes anger; Prov. 15:1)
What do fools like to show off? (their own opinions, Prov. 18:2)
Who should fear God and obey His commands? (all of humanity, Eccl. 12:13)
Why is it wise to obey God? Guide kids to discuss who God is and what God knows.
Remind them that God knows everything about the past, present, and future.
Because God knows everything; is perfectly good; and is sovereign over all; we can
trust all His commands. It is wise to obey God because He knows how life works
best. He wants what is good for us.
Can we be wise without Jesus? Guide kids to see that although we can show some
signs of wisdom, any person who rejects Jesus is making the most foolish decision
possible. No matter what we might gain in our current lives, only Jesus can give us
eternal life with God. Trusting in Jesus is the ultimate show of wisdom.
Why can’t wisdom save us? Guide kids to see that no amount of wisdom can make
us perfect or righteous. Only Jesus is perfect and righteous. He died for our sin so
that we could be made righteous through Him. Wisdom helps us make good choices
and see that we need Jesus, but only Jesus can save us from our sin.

*ACTIVITY:
ACTIVITY PAGE & COLORING PAGE
Invite kids to complete the “Where Is Wisdom?” activity page. Guide kids to complete the
maze to find places where we can gain wisdom. Remind the kids that there might be more
than one correct path in this maze.
Say • We get wisdom from multiple places. We can gain wisdom by listening to trusted
leaders in the church, by praying to God, and by reading God’s Word. Ultimately, all
wisdom comes from God.
WISDOM RANK
Write scenarios on sheets of paper. Challenge the kids to place the sheets in order based
on how wise the actions seem to them. Allow them to discuss their reasonings.
Suggested scenarios:
Your parents tell you to clean up and you obey.
You read your Bible each morning when you wake.
You watch TV instead of working on a project due next week.
Your toy is low on batteries, so you take some from another device without telling your
parents.
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Say • Ranking wise behavior can be difficult, but telling wise from unwise behavior doesn’t
have to be. Wisdom is fearing the Lord and obeying His commands. The Bible tells us
wisdom comes from God.
KEY PASSAGE ACTIVITY
SUPPLIES: Poster or large sheet of paper, craft supplies
Provide your kids with a large sheet of paper or poster board, markers, and other craft
supplies. Together create a banner by writing the key passage in large letters on the sheet
of paper. Then invite the group to decorate the banner using markers and other craft
supplies. Encourage the kids to be creative. They can draw pictures of wise behavior or
people they know who show wisdom. They could also draw pictures of themselves asking
God for more wisdom. Hang the banner at home.
James 1:5: “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all
without reproach, and it will be given him.”
Say • The Bible teaches us that wisdom comes from God. God gives us wisdom through
His Word, through the Holy Spirit, and through other Christians. Our key passage reminds
us that God enjoys giving wisdom and will give it generously to anyone who asks Him for it.
Wisdom is fearing the Lord and obeying His commands. Even though wisdom is very
valuable, it is not enough to save us. A wise person will know that Jesus’ death and
resurrection made the only way to live with God forever. When we trust Jesus, God forgives
us and gives us new life.
WISDOM WATER DEMONSTRATION
SUPPLIES: a pitcher or bowl with a lid, a shallow bowl or sink, water/faucet
Show the kids a pitcher/bowl with the lid secured in place. Place the pitcher inside a
shallow basin or in your sink. Pour water into the pitcher without removing the lid. Observe
what happens. Clean up any spills. Remove the lid from the pitcher/bowl and try again.
Say • Have you ever had someone ask for advice but once you gave it, he or she didn’t
listen to your advice? What happened? Did it end in disaster? Did that person find another
way to solve the dilemma?
Can you imagine what it would’ve been like had Solomon asked God for wisdom but then
totally disregarded it? It’s very similar to our demonstration with the pitcher and lid.
When the lid was on, you knew the water would end up as a big mess everywhere. Yet how
many times does the same thing happen to any of us when we desire wisdom but then
close ourselves off to following the wisdom God gives us? We make a mess of the things in
our lives, and we need God to set things right.
We can save ourselves from a lifetime of crying over “spilled water” if we are continually
asking for wisdom from God and remaining open to receive it from Him. The good news is

6

TGP Elementary

when we are disobedient or closed off to hearing from Him, His grace is always enough to
handle whatever messes we make when we repent and ask for His help!
COMMANDS AND CONSEQUENCES
Use a marker to divide a dry erase board or large piece of paper into two columns. Label
the first column Commands and the second column Consequences. Prompt kids to name
rules or commands they hear at home, at school, in the community, and so forth. List them
in the first column. Aim for about 10 commands. (Examples: Look both ways before
crossing the street, don’t touch the stove, stay seated on the bus, wash your hands before
eating)
Then prompt kids describe a possible consequences of disobeying each command.
(Example: If you don’t look both ways before crossing the street, you could be hit by a car.)
List the consequences in the second column.
Say • Why do you think we have commands like these? [Allow kids to respond.] Some
people—especially small children—don’t always realize the consequences of some actions.
Without these commands, they might foolishly walk into traffic, touch a hot stove, or eat
lunch with dirty hands. Today we explored some of the commands in God’s Word for living
wisely.
The Bible says there are two ways to live. Do you remember what they are? [Allow kids to
respond.] That’s right—a wise way and a foolish way. Doing what is foolish and evil is the
wrong way to live. Doing what is wise and good is the right way to live. How do we know
what is wise and good? We look to God and His Word. Wisdom is fearing the Lord and
obeying His Word. God created everything, so He knows how life works best.
God gave King Solomon wisdom, and Solomon wrote down many wise sayings in the
Bible. In which books can we find Solomon’s wise sayings? (Proverbs; Ecclesiastes; Song
of Songs)
[Hold up one finger.] In Proverbs, Solomon wrote how to make wise choices—about money,
friends, how to treat others, and many other things. Most importantly, Proverbs teaches us
how to live a godly life. [Hold up a second finger.] In Ecclesiastes, Solomon wrote to show
that people try to find happiness in riches and pleasures of the world, but true happiness
and purpose in life are only found in following God.
[Hold up a third finger.] Song of Songs is a poem about love. Solomon wrote this poem to
celebrate God’s wise plan for love and marriage.
Wisdom is fearing the Lord and obeying His Word. But even Solomon with all his
wisdom could not obey God perfectly. Only Jesus perfectly obeyed all of God’s commands.
He died for our sin and rose again to make the way for us to be with God forever.
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Sermon Notes

FOR KIDS

Date: _____________________
Who is speaking?

Write or draw something you heard in the sermon

As you attend church
services with your family, use
this sheet to help you pay
attention and learn. We
want you to worship with us
by singing to God and
listening to the message.

What is the main
passage we are
reading today??
Book:

Words you
heard but
don’t know…

Questions?

Chapter:
What are we learning about
God from this passage?

Verse:

Favorite song
today was:

How does today’s message
apply to your life?

The most important
thing you learned was:

THE

GOSPEL
G O D ’S P LAN for U S

The gospel is the good news, the message about Christ, the kingdom of God,
and salvation. Use these prompts to share the gospel with your kids.

GOD RULES. Ask: “Who is in charge at home?” Explain that

because God created everything, He is in charge of everything.
Read Revelation 4:11.

WE SINNED.

Ask: “Have you ever done something wrong?”
Tell kids that everyone sins, or disobeys God. Our sin separates us
from God. Read Romans 3:23.

GOD PROVIDED. Explain that God is holy and must punish

sin. God sent His Son, Jesus, to take the punishment we deserve.
Read John 3:16.

JESUS GIVES.

Ask: “What is the best gift you’ve ever
received?” Say that Jesus took our punishment for sin by giving
His life, and He gives us His righteousness. God sees us as if
we lived the perfect life Jesus lived. This is the best gift ever!
Read 2 Corinthians 5:21.

WE RESPOND. Explain that everyone has a choice to make.

Ask: “Will you trust Jesus as your Savior and Lord? You can turn
from self and sin and turn to Jesus.” Read Romans 10:9-10.

If any of you lacks wisdom,
let him ask God, who gives
generously to all without
reproach, and it will be
given him.
James 1:5
Key Passage (ESV) • Kids • Unit 12 • © 2019 LifeWay OK to Print

Where is Wisdom?
INSTRUCTIONS:

Start in the center and work your way outward along the different paths to find sources of wisdom.

Younger Kids Activity Pages

Unit 12 • Session 2
Wisdom for God’s
People
BIBLE STORY SUMMARY:

• Solomon wrote many things to
help God’s people know how to
live wisely.
• Solomon said that wisdom is
valuable and that only God can
give life meaning and purpose.
• Wisdom is fearing the Lord and
obeying His Word.
KEY PASSAGE: James

1:5

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:

• What does God know? God knows
everything about the past, present,
and future.
FAMILY DISCUSSION STARTERS:

• What are some ways God gives
wisdom to His people?
• Can wisdom save us from sin?
• To whom does wisdom lead us?
FAMILY ACTIVITY:

• Plan a family Bible study, such
as reading one proverb each day
for a month. Set aside five to ten
minutes each evening to read the
Bible together and discuss the
teachings found in the passage.
Talk about how the wisest thing we
can do is trust Jesus for salvation.

DOWNLOAD the

LIFEWAY KIDS APP
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STORY POINT: WISDOM IS FEARING THE LORD
AND OBEYING HIS WORD.

Wisdom for God’s People
Proverbs; Ecclesiastes; Song of Songs
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