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Colossians was likely one of the apostle Paul’s first prison epistles or letters.  
 
Chapter 1 talks about sacrificial service for Christ, which included the “work” he had been called to do for the 

Lord. We need to be reminded today that our work life for the Lord absolutely must come with 

__________________of some sort. Let’s take a look at Colossians 1:24-25 for a moment. 

 
Colossians 1:24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh, I do my share on behalf of His 

body, which is the church, in ___________________________ what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions.  

 
When Paul said he was “filling up” what is still lacking… he was not saying that Jesus’ suffering on the cross 

was ___________________.  

 
Paul believed that he was suffering in ways that the Lord _____________ him to endure. Instead of facing 

difficulties with fear, he_________________ them with a joyful heart! He could only do so recognizing that he 

was no longer the person that he used to be in the world.  

 
So how does one truly embrace “work” as worship?  
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



1. “Work” BEGINS with our ___________________ in Christ. 25a …of this church I was made a minister 

according to the stewardship from God,  

 
Paul recognized clearly that the Lord had called him into full time ministry. Your _____________ should NOT 
be your ________________. Your faith should. 
 
 
2. “Work” is to be utilized for the benefit of others. 25b …bestowed on me for your benefit,  

 
Work provides each believer an ______________________ to worship the Lord. Paul understood that his work 

was not for _______________________________ or prosperity.  

 
Paul clearly understood that he was a minister. But why? For the _____________________ of others.  
 
 
3. “Work” is to carry out the preaching of the word of God. 25c …so that I might fully carry out the preaching 

of the word of God. Work provides an evangelistic _________________ to the world from the Lord.  

 
 
Colossians 3: 23-24 Whatever you do, do your work heartily, as for the Lord rather than for men, 24 knowing 
that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. It is the Lord Christ whom you serve. 
 


