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As we move along in the scriptures, we encounter a more specific charge from Paul to the church; that it would become 
less preoccupied with religious matters. 

Paul reminded them that Christians must worship properly, and they can’t do so when they put all sorts of other things 
before the Lord Jesus Christ.  

There are reasons that we struggle with our identities.  

1. You question ______________________________ 
Overall or with regards to a certain life aspect such as relationships, age, or career. 

2. You experience great personal conflict due to the __________________of who you are or your role in society. 
3. _________________________________ have recently occurred that have affected your sense of self, such as a 

divorce. 
4. You’re ______________________________________such as your values, spirituality, beliefs, interests, or career 

path that have a major impact on how you see yourself. 

The most dangerous reason that we struggle with our identities is… 

5. You are searching for more ______________________, ______________________, ___________________ in 
your life. 

Some points to ponder: Paul described his new Identity in a few ways. 

 
1. Gain Christ and be found in Him (vs 9). 
 
‘Found” refers to judgement day. Paul knew that Christ was the only form of righteousness.  
 
2. Have Christian Righteousness, not love for the law (vs 10). 
 
Paul demonstrates here that the lack of earthly “things” was not important to him any longer.  
 
3. Know Him and the Power of His Resurrection (vs 11). 
 
Knowledge is a relationship term of intimacy. Paul wanted as close a personal relationship with Christ as he was able to 
have.  
  



Discussion Questions 
 
In the sermon it was mentioned that we need to become less preoccupied by matters that identify us as anything but 
Christians. Paul’s call to the church was that it would become less focused on religion versus a genuine relationship with 
Christ.  

How has this become an issue for Christians in today’s world? 

Read the below scripture to see what Paul warned the believers to be aware of. 

1 Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write to you again about this is no trouble for me and is a protection for you. 
2 Watch out for “dogs,” watch out for evil workers, watch out for those who mutilate the flesh. 3 For we are the 
circumcision, the ones who serve by the Spirit of God, boast in Christ Jesus, and do not put confidence in the flesh— 4 
although I once also had confidence in the flesh. 

There was a group of Jews at this time that taught false doctrines, and many were being led astray. Where were they 
finding their identities? 

Think about who you are for a moment. Honestly, how do you present yourself? In what way? How do you hope that 
people see you?  

Discuss the following reasons that we struggle with our identities.  

6. You question who you are — overall or with regards to a certain life aspect such as relationships, age, or career. 
7. You experience great personal conflict due to the questioning of who you are or your role in society. 
8. Big changes have recently occurred that have affected your sense of self, such as a divorce. 
9. You’re questioning things such as your values, spirituality, beliefs, interests, or career path that have a major 

impact on how you see yourself. 
10.  You are searching for more meaning, reason, or passion in your life. 

Paul had a great response to this type of attitude.  

If anyone else thinks he has grounds for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised the eighth day; of the nation 
of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; regarding the law, a Pharisee; 6 regarding zeal, 
persecuting the church; regarding the righteousness that is in the law, blameless. 7 But everything that was a gain to me, 
I have considered to be a loss because of Christ.  

Paul knew that the person he had been was no longer associated with the person he had now become, in Christ. 
Consider his elaboration of those thoughts. 

8 More than that, I also consider everything to be a loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 
Because of Him I have suffered the loss of all things and consider them filth, so that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in 
Him, not having a righteousness of my own from the law, but one that is through faith in Christ - the righteousness from 
God based on faith. 10 My goal is to know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, 
being conformed to His death, 11 assuming that I will somehow reach the resurrection from among the dead. 

Paul described his new Identity in a few ways. 

 
4. Gain Christ and be found in Him (vs 9). 
 
‘Found” refers to judgement day. Paul knew that Christ was the only form of righteousness. This is how he could shed 
his past identity as a Pharisee and other studious titles he had held. In His eyes, it was all rubbish, filth, and even dung.  
 
 



5. Have Christian Righteousness, not love for the law (vs 10). 
 
What is the bottom line here? Paul demonstrates here that the lack of earthly “things” was not important to him any 
longer.  
 
6. Know Him and the Power of His Resurrection (vs 11). 
 
 
Friends… your identity is so important. So important that every other version of us is only a shadow at best of who we 
chose to be.  
 
 


