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Believing that Jesus is God’s Savior for the world is not easy for most people. God works with people that we 
would never choose… including ourselves.  
 
When we sing this song, what we truly are singing is a 19th-century version of a hymn written in the 18th 
century.  
 

Luke 2:8 In the same region, shepherds were staying out in the fields and keeping watch at night over 
their flock. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid, for look, I proclaim to 
you good news of great joy that will be for all the people: CSB 
 

The book of Luke had quickly shifted from a scene of being in a safe place where animals ate and existed, to 
one of men protecting sheep in their natural environment.  
 
The glory of the Lord was a bright light (in the midst of the darkness of night) indicating God’s glorious 
presence! In verses 9 and 10, the angel spoke to calm the shepherds that they may focus their attention on 
the proclamation of the gospel. 
 
11 Today in the city of David a Savior, in verse 11, the word “Savior” means “_______________ or 
___________________________”.  
 
Today in the city of David a Savior was born for you, who is the Messiah (Christ), “Messiah” (Greek; christos) 
means “________________________” especially being anointed as king.   
 



Today in the city of David a Savior was born for you, who is the Messiah (Christ), the Lord. 
“________________” was used for secular rulers, but is translated from the primary name of God in Hebrew, 
_________________________.  
 
The invitation to “come, all ye faithful, . . . to Bethlehem” places the singers of this song both among the 
shepherds who rushed to see the Christ child. 
 

12 This will be the sign for you: You will find a baby wrapped tightly in cloth and lying in a 
manger.” 13 Suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, praising God 
and saying 14 Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to people He favors! 15 
When the angels had left them and returned to heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s 
go straight to Bethlehem and see what has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 

 
Verses 13-14 express from the lyrics of the hymn, that the words were sung by 
“________________________________” (heavenly host) and are well known today as the Gloria in Excelsis 
Deo, from the first words in the Latin Vulgate, glory to God in the Highest. To give glory to God does not give 
Him something He lacks, but it is a confession of the wonderful glory He possesses! The ________________ to 
be found on earth was not the Pax Romana (universal peace of the Roman Empire) but is peace to be found in 
a relationship with Jesus Christ. The people God ______________ are those who have found God’s 
undeserved favor, or grace, through Christ.  
 
 
In the hymn, “O Come All Ye Faithful”, the “faithful” join their voices with the angels singing “Gloria in excelsis 
Deo” (Luke 2:14). The words become a chorus uniting heaven and earth. 
 
2:16-20 In the final verses for today we find a summary regarding what has occurred. The birth of the 
__________________ has ________________________, who is Christ the Lord.  
 

16 They hurried off and found both Mary and Joseph, and the baby who was lying in the manger. 17 

After seeing them, they reported the message they were told about this child, 18 and all who heard it 

were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary was treasuring up all these things in 

her heart and meditating on them. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the 

things they had seen and heard, which were just as they had been told. 
 
These final words take a decidedly different tone, placing us not only at the manger scene as one of the 
humble who have come to see the Christ child, but actually in the manger!  
 
Just when you thought you would make it out of here without a challenge… smile. I need you to write down a 
question that needs to be answered by each of us. “Who is Christ to you?”  
 
Then ask a family member or friend to describe how they may see Christ in you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


