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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Wow, where does one start looking at the last month of 2020 and the first month

of 2021? GOGOs, to my knowledge, have avoided the Covid-19 virus. What a praise

that is to our Lord and Savior, Jesus. Staying home has been the name of the

game. Then leaving the house has been not unlike a thief--wearing a mask,

staying away from crowded places (as not to be seen), getting essentials only.

Taking a ride brought a change from being holed up all day and night. Some

GOGOs had to go to their jobs throughout the year. Others had to have medical

attention in a hospital. That certainly put more stress on them, especially for

those whose jobs placed them with a constant mix of people. Work environments

changed and we wonder if they will ever return to what used to be normal. This

was also the year of a Presidential election. The political advertisements and the

media's constant barrage of who said/did what didn't help our feeling of

helplessness. December always brought many, maybe most of the GOGOs

together for our annual Christmas Dinner. I know I will miss it this year!

As we move into 2021 we have hopeful anticipation that vaccines have been

developed that will relieve us from the burden we are carrying. It will take some

time until everyone can be vaccinated not only in the United States but world-

wide. We look forward to celebrations with our families, our church, and our

friends once all are vaccinated. It will be hectic as everyone will be doing the

same thing. So, we will be saddled with the opposite side of staying home--trying

to go out and find a place that has space/seats/no crowd. However, best of all is

that we can all gather together in God's house once again and celebrate His

victory!
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A New Creature…

I am so excited to be a part of this church! I look forward to a time when I can meet as many

of you as I can and join you in the journey of Community Life Ministry.  I feel spiritually

confident as I know the Lord is before us. 

I know me being here is naturally going to result in some level of change in several different

areas. I have even heard that change is good, smile! Consider this. 

In Matthew Chapter 6 verses 25-34 of the Bible, the Word of God tells us that we are to trust

the provisions that come from Him, and not in the things that we are able to accomplish or

obtain in our own power. Six times in these verses we find the words worry or worrying. In
just a few verses the Lord lets us know that he is quite aware of a person’s natural tendency

to become anxious. In today’s world this is very common.

Verses 28-30 specifically state, “If I care in detail for things that have little value, don’t you

know how much more I will care for you?” The words “Ye of little faith” could be better

described as “little faith ones” (HNT Commentary, Pg.87. 2000). I do not know about you,
but I don’t like that title. 

I do not want to be seen as a “little faith one.” I want to do things pleasing to the Lord. Bold

things. Things that are not under my power or control. Things that make a difference and

glorify Him. 

That’s why I am excited about the potential growth we will have in our Community Life

Ministry! The Bible gives us an opportunity to learn more about and be more accepting of

one another. With God’s Word leading us we can do “exceedingly and abundantly” more

than we can imagine.  All the while we get to be the recipients of His grace. 

We have to change, and change comes in three major stages. 

(continued...)
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A New Creature (cont.)

First, there is subtle change. This is change that is not as visible but starts each individual

person on their way to even greater change. Subtle changes can be as simple as having a

more positive demeanor, smiling more, encouraging more and complaining less. Also,

reading the Bible and praying more.

Next, there is the more pronounced change that comes through metamorphosis.

According to dictionary.com, metamorphosis is described as, “a change of the form or

nature of a thing or person into a completely different one, by natural or supernatural

means.” People that walk away from who they used to be by accepting Christ, changing

their hearts, as well as their behavior, are experiencing some form of metamorphosis. You

are still human in nature so be aware of the enemy, however, stay Christlike in character.

Finally, the most challenging form of change is to reach a point where one has evolved.

Second Corinthians 5:17 (HCSB) states this, “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new

creation; old things have passed away, and look, new things have come.” This means who

the individual a person used to be in trait or character no longer exists in their new “form."

Is this the case with you? In following my calling at Centreville Baptist Church, I hope to

encourage each of you to be more obedient, gracious, and loving in your Christian walk. 

 Are you not tired of living within your own limitations? Why are you holding back your

blessings? You don’t have to. God is waiting for you to trust Him with your needs. Change is

right there waiting to happen for you in your life.

So, let’s purposefully embrace it. I look forward to our time together. God is getting ready to

show us something special about Him. I know this group is “plugged in” but we can’t settle

for some things going well. We must continue to reach out to those who are still trying to

find their way.

Let’s offer them a hand whenever, however, and wherever we can.

Much love to each of you.

Pastor Arthur

 



DECEMBER 2020/JANUARY 2021

What did Adam say to his wife on Christmas?

It's finally Christmas, Eve!

What do you get when you cross a Christmas treeand an iPad?
A pineapple!

How did theornamentget addictedtoChristmas?He washooked ontrees hiswhole life.

How much did
Santa pay for his

sleigh?
Nothing. It was

on the house!

What do you call a kid who doesn't believe

in Santa?

A rebel without a Claus.

How does Good King Wenceslas like hispizzas?
Deep pan, crisp and even!
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I BET YOU DIDN'T KNOW

December is known around the world as a family time ofcelebration honoring cultures,
religions and traditions that have been with humanity for hundreds of years. See below for
a mix of the weird and wonderful facts about this magical month!

1. An almanac prediction states that if snow falls on Christmas Day, Easter will be warm,
green and sunny.
2. The name December comes from the Latin decem for “ten”, as it was the 10th month in
the Roman Calendar.
3. The term Yuletide comes from a Norse tradition of cutting and burning a tree to bring
in the Winter Solstice. This was to last through 12 days – later known as the 12 days of
Christmas.
4. December 12th is Poinsettia Day.
5. Saint Nickolas, who would eventually be called Santa Claus, was originally the patron
saint of children, thieves and pawnbrokers!
6. December 28th is considered by some to be the unluckiest day of the year.
7. The first artificial Christmas tree was made in Germany, fashioned out of goose
feathers that are dyed green!
8. Spiders and spider webs are considered good luck on Christmas.
9. Common decorations on a Christmas tree each have their specific meanings. Candles –
the light of the world, the Star at the top is a reminder of the first Christmas night and
candy canes are to represent the shepherd’s cane.
10. “Jingle bells” was composed in 1857, and not for Christmas – it was meant to be a
Thanksgiving song!
11. In 1647 Oliver Cromwell, English Puritan leader, banned the festivities of Christmas for
being seen as immoral on such a holy day. Anyone who was seen celebrating was
arrested! The ban was lifted in 1660.
12. An ancient legend states that forest animals can speak in human language on
Christmas Eve!
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I BET YOU DIDN'T KNOW (cont.)

New Year’s is approaching, a time when millions of people will celebrate with food, new
resolutions or a even kiss as the clock strikes 12. But how much do you know about the
holiday? Here are 10 fun facts about New Year’s.

1.     The first New Year’s celebration dates back 4,000 years. Julius Caesar, the
emperor of Rome, was the first to declare Jan. 1 a national holiday. He named the
month after Janus, the Roman god of doors and gates. Janus had two faces, one
looking forward and one looking back. Caesar felt that a month named after this god
would be fitting.
2.     Forty-five percent of Americans make New Year’s resolutions. The top
resolutions are: to lose weight, get organized, to spend less and save more, to stay fit
and healthy, and to quit smoking. While nearly half of all Americans make resolutions,
25 percent of them give up on their resolutions by the second week of January.
3.     Be sure to eat leafy greens on New Year’s. Tradition says that the more leafy
greens a person eats, the more prosperity he or she will experience (what an
incentive for staying healthy!). Tradition also says that legumes bring prosperity
because beans and peas look like coins. No wonder why so many people eat black
eyed peas on January 1.
4.     Many people ring in New Year’s by popping open a bottle of champagne.
Americans drink close to 360 million glasses of sparkling wine during this time. The
bubbly stuff dates back to the 17th century, when the cork was invented.
5.     About 1 million people gather in New York City’s Times Square to watch
the ball drop. The Times Square New Year’s Eve ball drop came about because of a
ban on fireworks. The first ball in 1907 was 700 pounds and was lit with 100 25-watt
lights. The current ball puts the old one to shame (thanks to technology). Today, it is
covered in 2,688 crystals, is lit by 32,000 LED lights, weighs 11,875 pounds and is 12
feet in diameter.
6.     Remember the last scene in When Harry Met Sally, when Harry
references a song after he and Sally kiss? It was Auld Lang Syne, a song
traditionally sung at the end of New Year’s parties. Poet Robert Burns wrote it in 1788.
Though most people do not know the words to Auld Lang Syne, the overall message
is that people have to remember their loved ones, dead or alive, and keep them close
in their hearts.
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I BET YOU DIDN'T KNOW (cont.)

7.     If Santa is the most common symbol associated with Christmas,
then Baby New Year is the symbol most commonly associated with….you
guessed it,
New Year’s! Baby New Year is often seen in a diaper, black top hat, and a sash
showing the numbers of the new year. Myth states that he matures into an old man
during the year.
8.     Make sure to be surrounded by family or loved ones on New Year’s Eve.
The first person you come across in the new year could set the tone for the next 12
months. This applies to couples, as well. If a couple celebrating New Year’s together
does not kiss, the future of the relationship might be splitsville, so be sure to lay one
on your significant other.
9.     At the Mummers Parade in Philadelphia, 10,000 participants step through
City Hall and perform in unique costumes. The parade dates back to mid-17th-
century, incorporating elements from Irish, German, English, Swedish and other
European heritages. The parade itself is divided into five divisions: a comic division,
wench brigades, fancy division, string bands, and fancy bridges. If you are in the area
for New Year’s, be sure to check out this event.
10.  According to statistics from the National Insurance Crime Bureau, vehicles
are stolen on New Year’s Day more than any other holiday. Don’t think your old
car is safe, either. In 2011, the 1994 Honda Accord was the most stolen car. To
discourage car theft, make sure your car is in a populated area and always take your
keys.

***
Three men die in a car accident on Christmas Eve. They all find

themselves at the Pearly Gates waiting to enter heaven. On entering,
they must present something relating to or associated with Christmas.
The first man searches his pocket, and he finds some mistletoe, so he is
allowed in. The second man presents a cracker, so he is also allowed in.

The third man pulls out a pair of stockings. Confused at this last
gesture, St. Peter asks, "How do these represent Christmas?" 

Answer: "They're Carol's."



Happy Birthday!

January

1-Fran Blair
5-Rita Cooper

6-Warren Richards
10-Martin Olson

20-Jan Pennington
22-Ernest Pearce

29-Mary Jane Braaten
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December

6-Joe Ray
Geoff Shearer

9-Reba Schopmeyer
15-Keith Damon

30-Nate Whitaker

February
6-Bobbie Kerns
8-Shirley Mauck
9-Peggy Johnson

10-Mark Celentano
Diana Song
12-Judy Lee

20-Barbara Gitschier
25-Joe Cooper
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Adopt-a Missionary: Letter from Alice Banas 

  

 
  
May this letter find you all in good condition and well by God’s grace–in all aspects of your life: body, 
mind, and spirit. 
  
Talking about God’s goodness. Thank God His goodness is beyond comprehension and unfathomable 
because He protected the whole family and my co-worker in MAP from COVID 19 in spite of being 
actively involved in the frontline work.  Dr. Pete, my husband, does regular clinic work but needs to 
observe proper use of face mask and right material, face shield, frequent hand washing and physical 
distancing. He does not accept patients with COVID signs and symptoms. Pre-assessment is done to 
patients. then they segregate COVID suspects/... but he still has to explain to his patients to avoid hurt 
feelings. The good news of opening his clinic especially to elderly/senior and young patients, is the 
opportunity to share the Gospel and offering of prayer with the patients.  
  
Our children-Paul and Ira with Judah and Zoe are back to Mindoro and might stay there as permanent 
residents, because it closer to their mission work.  Then Peter and Sam with Jamir, Jacob and Sophie-
all are healthy. All the kids are online schooling...their teacher is their mom. Dr. Precious and Julius 
with one kid-North Chairo, 1 year and 10 months, are preparing and prayerfully considering to go to 
the mission field in the southernmost tip of Palawan, which is among the Tribal-Muslim communities. 
Philip my other son, still single, was stuck in Palawan, in a small government district hospital and 
never went home for 9 months. Please pray for his protection, strength, patience, and time to read 
the Bible and grow spiritually in His word. 
  
As I have said, in MAP the new normal is missions going on as usual. It did never change. We are 
commanded to “go and make disciples to all nations, teaching to obey all He had commanded us and 
He will be with us even to the end of the age.”  We just came from one remote municipality in the 
north and MAP GO Team conducted a relief operation and served over 1500 individuals and 300  
families in a remote community in northern Luzon.   We listened to their story, gave words of 
encouragement, and hope, then we prayed for them. 
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Adopt-a Missionary: Letter from Alice Banas (cont.) 
 
 
 
 

  
Relief Distribution in Dingalan, Aurora Province (northern part of Luzon) Nov. 11-12, 2020 
 
A second MAP GO relief operation was conducted last November 29-December 1, 2020 in Barangay 
Larion Baju, Tuguegarao City. We served 4000 individuals, shared the gospel of salvation, words of 
hope and love from Jesus, and prayed to our God who deserves all glory and honor for the love and 
compassion these people experienced. 
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Praises

Prayers
 ~Continue to be in prayer for the Cherry family; the Olson family; the Dolfi
family; the Danko family: and the Crockett family who have lost a loved one
over the past year. 
~Continue to be in prayer for Charlie Moore, and his broken foot in two
places. 
~Continue to be in prayer for Betty Dolfi’s sister, June, who fell and broke
her ribs. 
~Continue to be in prayer for Doris Harmon’s recovery from cataract surgery
and for the upcoming cataract surgery on the other eye. 
~Continue to pray for Cameron, age 2, who completed chemo for the brain
tumors and is now being treated for the cancer in the spine. 
~Pray that our government will have a smooth transition from one
administration to another.

~Praise the Lord for Ann Pearce’s successful operation and complete
removal of the cancer. 
~Praise the Lord for Bob Lee’s recovery from upper bronchial viral
infection. 
~Praise the Lord for Howard Morton’s successful pacemaker implant and
recovery. 
~Praise the Lord for Shirley Mauck’s 90 year old, sister's recovery from
Covid-19. 
~Praise the Lord that Jacob Mauck did not have neurological problems.
~Praise the Lord that Ari Jobe has recovered from Covid-19 and moved to
San Antonio.
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