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Johnny Armstrong—Following and submitting to the authority of Jesus Christ as my Savior and ruling King is 
not just a part of my life, but my life’s central focus. This takes shape in an unrelenting devotion to reading, 
studying, praying over, and trying to live out what the Lord has revealed in the Scriptures, which includes 
submitting to movements of the Holy Spirit in his sanctifying work on, within, and through me. Only by the 
Lord’s grace and mercy can this very flawed man participate in what he is up to in the world, but such is the 
essence of the gospel. 

Candidates for Elder 

Hank Bailey—I grew up in a Christian family, attending a church that my grandparents helped establish. 
Many volunteers taught and mentored me in my spiritual journey, culminating in my salvation experience as 
a teenager. After a few years in college, drawn to a deeper faith through a college ministry, I went public 
with my faith through baptism. My wife, Jocelynn, and I have been a part of CBC for over 20 years, raising 
our children Quint, Brent and Abigail here. I have served as a deacon in multiple churches but have found 
the most fulfillment and purpose through service in the student ministry, investing in students on their  
spiritual journey just as others did for me. Being considered for this role celebrates those who lived out their 
faith before me and challenges me to continue their example. 

Ed Fruit—I trusted in Jesus as a freshman in College and was involved in evangelism and discipleship with the 
Navigators. I am grateful for the men who invested time in me and challenged me to walk consistently with 
the Lord. These men instilled in me the desire to reproduce my life into others and to see God glorified by 
their work in advancing His kingdom. I have been married to my wife, Pam, for over 37 years and we both 
were impressed by the various outreach ministries of CBC. We were contacted by the visitation team and 
joined their ministry in 2007 the same year we became members. I am grateful for the opportunity to have 
been involved in all manner of outreach and ministry including serving overseas and more recently East 
Stone Gap, VA. Since retiring I have also been helping teach in the ESOL ministry of the church and currently 
serve as part of the operations team as an Elder. I am humbled by the opportunity to continue serving the 
church as part of a team to search for a lead pastor and in whatever other areas of need that He empowers 
me to do. 

Bob Gitschier—I was raised as a Roman Catholic in Lawrence, MA. In my teens I questioned Catholicism. I 
joined the US Coast Guard at age 18 and mostly dropped out of organized religion for a while. I married  
Barbara in 1974. As we transferred to new duty stations, the Lord put faithful Christian people in our path. 
In 1988, an old friend, now saved, forcefully and passionately confronted me about salvation; that broke 
through the lies I had believed. Barbara and I were saved and baptized in October 1988. We transferred to 
Washington, DC in 1989, and came to CBC. We became members about 20 years ago. Since Jesus saved me, 
His Holy Spirit has taught me to put aside “My Stuff”, and take up Jesus’ and put our Father first. At CBC I 
have served in many ways, not perfectly, but growing in faith and obedience to our Father; obeying Him 
even in things I would not choose to do on my own. He has prepared and called me; I aspire to serve as an 
elder, a shepherd of God’s People at CBC, as Jesus, the Good Shepherd, taught us. I give myself to this work 
for God’s Glory and Kingdom, knowing that I will be held to account when I stand before our Lord. 



Patrick Melbourne—I am passionate about family, the role and growth of men in the church and the  
spiritual growth of young men and women. I met and fell in love with my wife, Carolette, in 1994 and we 
married in 1995. I am the father of three children, Megan, Mark and Daniel. I was born in Jamaica, West 
Indies and spent my teenage and college years in New York, earning a degree in computer science. I was 
blessed to have had grandparents and parents who love the Lord and sought to live their lives daily  
exercising and demonstrating great faith and dependence on the Lord. In February, 1988 I accepted Christ 
as my Lord and Savior and began to grow spiritually. I continue to be in awe of and grateful for God’s love, 
faithfulness, mercy, and grace. I have served as a youth ministry coordinator and men’s ministry lead.  
Missions, both global and domestic, are near and dear to my heart. I have participated in missions trips to 
Ireland and Haiti, taught small groups, and coordinated and led local missions work in Washington DC. The 
Great Commission outlined in Matthew 28 is a key driver in all that I do. 

Tim White—I was born and raised in a devout Catholic family. I continued in the Catholic faith through  
college and into my early adult life. In my mid-twenties, while serving as an officer in the United States Air 
Force, I met the woman who would eventually become my wife. Suzie was raised in an evangelical home, 
and we quickly came to a crossroads in our relationship over matters of faith. It was at this point that I 
opened the Bible and began to read it in earnest for the first time, searching for spiritual truth. Through my 
study of God’s Word, I was convicted that I was a sinner in need of a Savior, and at that time I placed my 
trust in Jesus Christ. I have been walking with the Lord ever since. Suzie and I have been married for over  
33 years now, and we have four adult children; Ryan (32, married to Saarika), Devin (29, engaged to Keren 
Ewell), Katie (26) and Sean (25). We have been members of CBC for twenty-four years, and during our time 
here I have served as a teacher, a member of the Personnel Ministry Team, the Ministry Advisory Team,  
and as an Elder. I currently serve as the Teaching Coordinator for an 11:15 am Connect Group, and as the 
Chairman of the current Board of Elders. 

Candidates for Deacon/Deaconess 

Pam Fruit—I grew up in a loving home and family in Baltimore County with my twin sister and our parents. 
Thinking back, the only lack was church and the Bible in our lives. The Spirit used the life and friendship of a 
neighbor girl to help me to see that I needed a Savior, and I accepted Christ around the age of 15. Many dear 
ones have discipled me over the years, including those in the Navigators, Biblical Counseling Foundation, 
and Evangelism Explosion ministries. Happily, fourteen years ago the Lord nudged Ed and I to attend CBC. 
Since then I’ve enjoyed ministering in the different outreach ministries, the Hands of Hope craft group, and 
coming along side women who need some loving attention. That’s where I see myself serving now—caring 
in tangible and spiritual ways to those in our CBC family. 

Tom Howe—I was raised in the Catholic church and drifted through life believing my good works would land 
me in heaven. A couple of years after moving to Virginia, my family and I started attending CBC. After  
almost five years of idly sitting in the pew every Sunday, I got connected with other CBC members. Through 
these relationships I found my salvation in the Lord, got baptized, and dedicated my life to doing his work.  
I love the Lord and CBC for saving my family and me. My baptism was a public profession of my faith. I  
humbly seek the role of a Deacon to represent my public profession to serve this church, love its members, 
and glorify God. 



Cliff Johnson—It is always interesting to see how God leads. As a child my parents wanted me and my  
brothers to experience various religions to gain our own faith, so we visited many different “religions”  
during this time. This provided me the opportunity to question and wander in my faith, but I did not find 
God until I was 33. My wife was the one to bring me to Christ. Since coming to Christ, I have enjoyed serving 
the Church in various positions from leading a community group at CBC, being a Deacon at Westland Baptist 
Church in Katy, TX, and at CBC, and currently leading the high school boys group at CBC. My wife, Courtney, 
and I have five amazing kids: Emma, Oleg, Vivian, Lena, and Hanna. 

Carolette Melbourne—I am a wife and mother of three. I was born in Jamaica, West Indies, and immigrated 
to the United States at age 12. I am Jamaican by birth, American by choice and opportunity, having made this 
my home for over 30 years. After meeting and marrying my husband and best friend, Patrick, in 1995, I began 
a career in Information Technology Management and relocated to Virginia. I made my first confession of 
faith at age 12. However, by age 13, I began to experience a crisis of faith. This ultimately led to severing my 
relationship with God as a college freshman. Thankfully, though I had walked away from God, He continued 
to pursue me. Slowly, by strategically placing the right people, literature and opportunities in my life, God 
lovingly and patiently drew me back into relationship with Him. God has used this experience to reach others 
who tend to view their world through a skeptic’s lens. I continue to be passionate about teaching, “Berean” 
in my study of God’s Word, and committed to engaging the world in faith conversations. I have adopted  
Coram Deo as my life’s touchstone as I seek to live every day in the presence of God, under His authority and 
for the honor and glory of God. 

Paul N. Pitts—I was born in Norfolk, Virginia and lived most of my life in Maryland and Virginia. After getting 
married in 1977 to Vickie, my high school flame, we settled in Virginia and have been living at our current 
Nokesville residence since 1978. I grew up in a nominal Christian home and was convicted of raising my own 
children with a stronger focus on Christ. Though I always believed in God, I made a profession of faith in my 
twenties. I have a strong desire to show my gratification for Christ’s gift of salvation by serving his people. I 
have attended Centreville Baptist Church for approximately 12 years. At CBC, I have served the church by 
taking teens to Spain on four missions trips, was a member of the visitation team, a “buddy” for the kids 
ministry, helped with the First Steps Team, have supported the church by helping with maintenance   
and served as deacon for the last 3 years. After high school, I attended college and received a degree in  
electronics. I worked for IBM, Lockheed Martin, and General Dynamics and am now retired. Vickie and I have 
five children who have blessed us with 25 grandchildren. We praise God that all of our children are walking 
with the Lord and are raising their families in the church.  We are definitely blessed! 

Bob Plummer—God's transforming work to bring me to a personal relationship with Him was an effort that 
spanned many long years, but He was patient and faithful even when I wasn’t. With my eyes and heart 
opened by the grace of God, I was baptized in my mid-40s and soon thereafter began attending CBC, in 
1998. CBC is also the church home where my wife Danette and I raised our two sons, Christopher and  
Nicholas. I am humbled in this calling to serve as Deacon. To me, this is an extension of my love and worship 
of Jesus Christ and His lordship over me. I have served in many areas of ministry at CBC – as a Deacon, on the 
Lay Leadership Search Team, the Personnel Ministry Team, multiple pastor search teams and the FIT Team. 
In each of these, it was always about manifesting my love for Jesus, the collective body of believers here at 
CBC, and for the overall community. 



Marcelo Barreto—I was raised in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, where I accepted the Lord in 1984, got baptized and 
became a member of First Baptist Church. I served as a Sunday Bible School teacher and in the Youth  
ministry. It was also in this church, where I met my beautiful future wife Adriana and got married in 1989.  
In 1997, we moved to Virginia and became members of the Brazilian Baptist Church in Washington DC, where 
we served as Sunday Bible School teachers. In 2008, we became members of CBC, and have served in the 
Visitation Ministry, and Community Groups. We have two teenage boys: Marcus (19) and Daniel (15) who are 
also members of CBC. 

Larry Brickwedde—I grew up attending a Catholic Church in Woodbridge, VA. We began attending CBC in 
1995. While I was always a believer in God, I did not become a follower of Christ until 1997. Since that time, 
I have grown in my walk with the Lord and officially joined CBC in 2000. I have served as a Deacon and Elder, 
been a member of the Ministry Advisory Team, served in a variety of FIT Team roles. I’ve also served with 
my wife, Debra, as Marriage Mentors and currently serve with the College Ministry. Debra and I have been 
married for almost 28 years. We have two children, Drew (25) and Megan (22) that have both grown up and 
come to know the Lord at CBC. I am passionate about the need for community within the body. It is that 
community of believers that helped me in my journey as a follower of Jesus Christ. Our family is proud to 
call CBC our home and I consider it a privilege to serve its members. 

Candidates for Lay Leadership Search Team 

Jocelynn Bailey—Through Christian parents who served in whatever church family we were members, I  
observed from childhood how the Church is one body with diverse members. The promise for each believer 
that God has created us to do His good works (Ephesians 2:10) challenges me to help fellow believers  
discover this personally. From mundane tasks to the most visible roles, all are necessary as we glorify God 
and make disciples of Jesus Christ. As a part of CBC for over 20 years, I have watched for members whom I 
can nominate into leadership as I have served in choir, children’s ministry and women’s ministry. I count it a 
privilege to meet the men and women whom God will call to service through this committee. 

Aubrey J Ralph—I gave my life to Christ when I was 5 years old and was baptized at 7. I began leading small 
groups in high school and continued through college. After graduating from Cornell University, I joined CBC 
in 2010. Since then I have led and taught with the Young Adult Ministry, spent several years on staff, and 
continue to serve in many areas including Mens' Ministry and Outreach. I run two nonprofit organizations 
focused on education and international aid. 


