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2 Thessalonians

Chapter Two
This is the second time in two letters where Paul dived deeper into issues surrounding the second 
JVTPUN�VM�1LZ\Z�*OYPZ[��0[�̂ V\SK�HWWLHY��PU�]LYZL�[^V��[OH[�[OLYL�̂ LYL�TVYL�MHSZL�[LHJOPUNZ�ILPUN�JPY�
culated among the believers in Thessalonica, possibly even by letters that were faked to appear as 
[OV\NO�[OL`�^LYL�MYVT�7H\S��;OL�MHSZL�[LHJOPUN�^HZ�[OH[�[OL�+H`�VM�[OL�Lord had already occurred, 
which stirred up concerns and fears in their church.

The recurrence of this false teaching in the Thessalonian church is cause for a healthy discussion 
about how to detect false teaching. Paul begins his thoughts in this chapter listing three ways that 
MHSZL�[LHJOPUN�JHU�^VYR�P[Z�^H`�PU[V�H�JO\YJO��7H\S�JVYYLJ[LK�[OLT�VUJL�PU�OPZ�ÄYZ[�SL[[LY����;OLZZ��
�!�����"��!������`L[�[OL`�VWLULK�[OL�KVVY�[V�[OL�ZHTL�MHSZL�[LHJOPUN�HNHPU�ZVTL�[PTL�HM[LY�

Paul corrects this false teaching by highlighting two future events that had to take place before the 
Lord’s return: the rebellion and the coming of the man of lawlessness. These events are contentious 
Z\IQLJ[Z�HUK�OH]L�ILLU�KPZJ\ZZLK�HUK�KLIH[LK�MVY�JLU[\YPLZ��9H[OLY�[OHU�JVU[YPI\[L�[V�[OL�JVUM\�
sion that exists in the many points of view that are held by believers, this study will focus on what 
we can know with certainty from Paul’s teaching.

1 Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gath-
ered together to him, we ask you, brothers, 2 not to be quickly shaken in 
mind or alarmed, either by a spirit or a spoken word, or a letter seeming 
WR�EH�IURP�XV��WR�WKH�HͿHFW�WKDW�WKH�GD\�RI�WKH�/RUG�KDV�FRPH�

0[»Z�PU[LYLZ[PUN�[V�UV[L�[OH[�7H\S�SPZ[Z�[OYLL�KPMMLYLU[�̂ H`Z�[OH[�MHSZL�[LHJOPUN�JHU�IL�KLSP]LYLK!�H�ZWPYP[��
H�ZWVRLU�^VYK��HUK�^YP[[LU�^VYK��3L[»Z�^VYR�IHJR^HYK�[OYV\NO�[OLZL��-PYZ[��HWWHYLU[S`�7H\S�^HZ�
aware that fake letters were being circulated in the churches, which alleged to be from him. These 
SL[[LYZ�^LYL�[LHJOPUN�[OPUNZ�[OH[�^LYL�JVU[YHY`�[V�^OH[�OL�OHK�[H\NO[�[OLT�PU�WLYZVU��ZLL��!����:LJ�
ond, there were people who were preaching, teaching, or prophesying things that weren’t aligned 
with Paul’s teachings. Paul also warns them not to be alarmed by a spirit, which is a reference to 
HU`�ZWPYP[�ILPUN�^OV�PUÅ\LUJLZ�HUK�[LHJOLZ�JVU[YHY`�[V�OPZ�[LHJOPUNZ��)V[[VT�SPUL!�IL�WLVWSL�VM�[OL�
Word so that we can know when something false is being presented.

Q:� �)HZLK�VU�`V\Y�J\YYLU[�\UKLYZ[HUKPUN�VM�.VK»Z�>VYK��KV�`V\�[OPUR�`V\�JHU�YLJVNUPaL�HUK�
correct false teachings? (:LL�HSZV���;PTV[O`��!�"����;PTV[O`��!��)

Q:���0M�`V\�YLJVNUPaL�H�[LHJOPUN�HZ�MHSZL��OV^�ZOV\SK�`V\�NV�HIV\[�JVYYLJ[PUN�P[&��:LL�HSZV���;PT�
V[O`��!�����)
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3 Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless 
WKH�UHEHOOLRQ�FRPHV�ÀUVW��DQG�WKH�PDQ�RI�ODZOHVVQHVV�LV�UHYHDOHG��WKH�VRQ�
of destruction, 4 who opposes and exalts himself against every so-called 
JRG�RU�REMHFW�RI�ZRUVKLS��VR�WKDW�KH�WDNHV�KLV�VHDW�LQ�WKH�WHPSOH�RI�*RG��
proclaiming himself to be God. 5 Do you not remember that when I was 
still with you I told you these things?

-PYZ[�VM�HSS��SVVR�H[�]LYZL�Ä]L��7H\S�OHZ�HSYLHK`�[VSK�[OLT�[OLZL�[OPUNZ��/L�[V\JOLK�VU�HSS�VM�[OLZL�PZ�
Z\LZ�^OLU�OL�^HZ�^P[O�[OLT�MVY�[OVZL�ML^�^LLRZ�PU�(J[Z�����/V^�X\PJRS`�[OL`�MVYNV[��)\[�^L»YL�UV�
KPMMLYLU[��>L�MVYNL[�Q\Z[�HZ�X\PJRS �̀�>L�ULLK�JVUZ[HU[�YLTPUKLYZ�VM�^OH[�^L»]L�HSYLHK`�SLHYULK�IL�
cause the enemy is patiently waiting to pervert them the moment they begin to fade from memory.

Q:  What are some good habits we can form that will help us remember the things we’ve been 
taught? (:LL�HSZV�,JJSLZPHZ[LZ���!�)

3L[�UV�VUL�KLJLP]L�`V\��;OPZ�PZ�OV^�7H\S�ILNHU�OPZ�JVYYLJ[P]L�[LHJOPUN�HIV\[�[OL�+H`�VM�[OL�Lord. 
That should tell us something. There will be deceiving spirits and false teachers who will try to lead 
the church astray concerning this issue. There will be two events that must WYLJLKL the second 
JVTPUN�VM�1LZ\Z�*OYPZ[��-PYZ[��[OLYL�^PSS�IL�H�YLILSSPVU��;OL�.YLLR�^VYK�[OH[�PZ�[YHUZSH[LK�HZ�rebellion 
PZ�[OL�ZHTL�^VYK�^OLYL�^L�NL[�[OL�,UNSPZO�^VYK�HWVZ[HZ`. That’s an old word, but it means to fall 
H^H`�VY�[V�MVYZHRL. This rebellion will be a falling away from, or a forsaking of the Lord. 

Then, second, the man of lawlessness will be revealed. The rebellion, in one way or another, sets 
[OL�Z[HNL�MVY� [OL�HWWLHYHUJL�VM� [OL�THU�VM� SH^SLZZULZZ��3H^SLZZULZZ�HWWLHYZ�THU`�[PTLZ�PU� [OL�
5L^�;LZ[HTLU[��I\[���1VOU��!��VMMLYZ�H�JSLHY�KLÄUP[PVU!�sin is lawlessness. This man of lawlessness, 
VY�[OL�ZVU�VM�KLZ[Y\J[PVU��VY�[OL�HU[PJOYPZ[����1U��!����^PSS�LSL]H[L�OPTZLSM�OPNOLY�[OHU�HU`�NVK�[OH[�PZ�
^VYZOPWLK��L]LU�OPNOLY�[OHU�@HO^LO��[OL�.VK�VM�NVKZ��/L�^PSS�IL�ZV�M\SS�VM�OPTZLSM�[OH[�OL»SS�L]LU�
THRL�OPZ�[OYVUL�PU�[OL�[LTWSL�VM�.VK��>OPSL�[OL�(WVZ[SL�1VOU�THRLZ�P[�JSLHY�[OH[�[OLYL�HYL�HSYLHK`�
THU`�HU[PJOYPZ[Z�WYLZLU[�PU�[OL�^VYSK����1U��!�����7H\S�W\[Z�H�ÄULY�WVPU[�VU�[OL�PZZ\L�PU�[OH[�[OPZ�THU�
VM�SH^SLZZULZZ�^PSS�IL�[OL�\S[PTH[L�HUK�ÄUHS�THUPMLZ[H[PVU�VM�[OL�(U[PJOYPZ[�

Q:��(Z�JOPSKYLU�VM�[OL�SPNO[��^L�HYLU»[�Z\WWVZLK�[V�IL�JH\NO[�\UH^HYL�I`�*OYPZ[»Z�JVTPUN��+V�`V\�
ILSPL]L�^L�HYL�ZLLPUN�[OL�YLILSSPVU�\UMVSK�ILMVYL�\Z&�+V�`V\�ZLL�[OL�Lord being forsaken by hu�
manity at large? (:LL�HSZV�4H[[OL^���!��)

Q:  How might a rebellion set the stage for the man of lawlessness to arrive? (:LL�HSZV�+HUPLS��!��)
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6 And you know what is restraining him now so that he may be revealed 
in his time. 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work. Only he 
who now restrains it will do so until he is out of the way.

While there’s much discussion about the identity of the one who restrains, many scholars believe 
7H\S�PZ�YLMLYYPUN�[V�[OL�/VS`�:WPYP[��0[�PZU»[�H�Z[YL[JO�[V�ZH`�[OH[�[OL�/VS`�:WPYP[�PZ�[OL�VUL�YLZ[YHPUPUN�
the arrival of the man of lawlessness. Jesus called His followers, the salt of the earth��4H[[��!�����:HS[�
PZ�H�WYLZLY]H[P]L��.VK»Z�WLVWSL�HYL�PUK^LSSLK�̂ P[O�[OL�/VS`�:WPYP[��0[�̂ V\SK�ZLLT�[OH[�[OL�/VS`�:WPYP[�
is restraining the mystery of lawlessness through the ministry of the church. But as the rebellion ap�
WYVHJOLZ��VY�PU[LUZPÄLZ���SH^SLZZULZZ�^PSS�PUJYLHZL��HUK�WLVWSL»Z�SV]L�^PSS�NYV^�JVSK��4H[[���!�����
When the Lord decides the restraining ministry of the Holy Spirit is complete, He will release what 
was being restrained, and the man of lawlessness will arrive on the world scene.

Q:��0U�VUL�ZLUZL��[OL�:WPYP[�ÄSSLK�TPUPZ[Y`�VM�L]LY`�SVJHS�JO\YJO�M\UJ[PVUZ�HZ�H�YLZ[YHPULY�VM�L]PS��
/V^�JHU�^L�HJ[P]LS`�LUNHNL�PU�W\ZOPUN�IHJR�[OL�KHYRULZZ�HYV\UK�\Z�^P[O�[OL�SPNO[�VM�[OL�.VZWLS&�
(:LL�HSZV�4H[[OL^��!�����"��1HTLZ��!��)

8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill 
with the breath of his mouth and bring to nothing by the appearance of 
his coming. 9 The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with 
all power and false signs and wonders, 10 and with all wicked deception 
for those who are perishing, because they refused to love the truth and so 
be saved.

Before we make too much of the man of lawlessness, it should be said that when Jesus comes, 
/L�^PSS�KLZ[YV`�[OPZ�THU�PTTLKPH[LS`�^P[O�UV[OPUN�TVYL�[OHU�[OL�IYLH[O�VM�/PZ�TV\[O��0[»Z�NVVK�
to remember that Satan is simply no match for Jesus. Satan’s best work will be blown away like a 
KHUKLSPVU�^OLU�1LZ\Z�YL[\YUZ��/V^L]LY��^L�ZOV\SK�IL�JH\[PV\Z��;OL�HYYP]HS�VM�[OL�(U[PJOYPZ[�OHW�
pens directly through Satan’s activities, with powerful false signs and wonders, designed to deceive 
everyone who doesn’t belong to Jesus. Paul notes that the wicked deception is for those who are 
WLYPZOPUN��ILJH\ZL�[OL`�YLM\ZLK�[V�SV]L�[OL�[Y\[O�HUK�ZV�IL�ZH]LK�

Q:  How should this knowledge affect the way we process and think through current events, po�
litical and cultural movements, and social anxieties? (:LL�HSZV�4H[[OL^���!��"���!����)
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11 Therefore God sends them a strong delusion, so that they may believe 
what is false, 12 in order that all may be condemned who did not believe 
the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

0U�[OL�WYLJLKPUN�]LYZLZ��:H[HU�^VYRZ�[OYV\NO�[OL�THU�VM�SH^SLZZULZZ�^P[O�H�^PJRLK�KLJLW[PVU�KL�
ZPNULK�[V�KLJLP]L�[OVZL�^OV�OH]L�YLQLJ[LK�[OL�.VZWLS��/LYL��.VK�KV\ISLZ�KV^U�VU�[OH[�KLJLW[PVU�
and sends a strong delusion so that these men and women will keep believing what is false. He uses 
:H[HU»Z�KLJLW[PVU�HZ�H�W\UPZOTLU[�HNHPUZ[�[OVZL�̂ OV�YLQLJ[�/PZ�:VU��1LZ\Z�*OYPZ[��;V�THRL�P[�ZPTWSL��
this means once the man of lawlessness is revealed and his deception is in full swing, at some point 
.VK�^PSS�KYH^�[OL�IH[[SL�SPULZ��;OL�ZPKLZ�^PSS�IL�Ä_LK��0[�HWWLHYZ�[OH[�^OLU�[OPZ�TVTLU[�PU�OPZ[VY`�
WHZZLZ��ZHS]H[PVU�MVY�[OVZL�^OV�OH]L�YLQLJ[LK�[OL�.VZWLS�^VU»[�IL�WVZZPISL�

Q:��+VLZ�[OPZ�JYLH[L�H�UL^�ZLUZL�VM�\YNLUJ`�[V�ZOHYL�[OL�.VZWLS&��:LL�HSZV�0ZHPHO���!�)

13 But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved 
E\�WKH�/RUG��EHFDXVH�*RG�FKRVH�\RX�DV�WKH�ÀUVWIUXLWV�WR�EH�VDYHG��WKURXJK�
VDQFWLÀFDWLRQ�E\�WKH�6SLULW�DQG�EHOLHI�LQ�WKH�WUXWK��14 To this he called you 
through our gospel, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 15�6R�WKHQ��EURWKHUV��VWDQG�ÀUP�DQG�KROG�WR�WKH�WUDGLWLRQV�WKDW�\RX�
were taught by us, either by our spoken word or by our letter.

>OLU�^L�JVUZPKLY�HSS�VM�[OL�OVYYPISL�[OPUNZ�[OH[�^PSS�[YHUZWPYL�ILMVYL�[OL�+H`�VM�[OL�Lord, the hope 
MVY�ILSPL]LYZ�PZ�[OPZ!�.VK�JOVZL�̀ V\��0M�̀ V\�ILSVUN�[V�/PT��̀ V\�OH]L�UV[OPUN�[V�MLHY�MYVT�[OL�JVTPUN�
of the man of lawlessness. His calling upon us is the promise that we will obtain the glory of our 
3VYK�1LZ\Z��5V�TH[[LY�^OH[�^L�TH`�MHJL��1LZ\Z�PZ�^VY[O�P[��0M�`V\�JHU»[�ZH`�[OH[��WLYOHWZ�`V\�ZOV\SK�
spend time getting to know Him better. Or, perhaps you don’t know Him at all. Paul admonished 
[OL�;OLZZHSVUPHUZ�[V�Z[HUK�ÄYT�PU�SPNO[�VM�/PZ�JHSSPUN��>L�[VV�JHU�Z[HUK�ÄYT�ILJH\ZL�V\Y�ZHS]H[PVU�
doesn’t rest upon us choosing Him. He chose us and that is what empowers us to endure.

Q:��:[HUKPUN�ÄYT�HNHPUZ[�[OL�IPN�[OPUNZ�[OH[�HYL�JVTPUN�PZ�YLOLHYZLK�PU�[OL�ZTHSS�[OPUNZ�^L�MHJL�
LHJO�KH �̀�0U�^OH[�^H`�KVLZ�LHJO�KH`�JOHSSLUNL�\Z�[V�Z[HUK�ÄYT&�(YL�[OLYL�ZTHSS�KHPS`�[OPUNZ�[OH[�
shake your faith? (:LL�HSZV���*VYPU[OPHUZ��!��)
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16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved 
us and gave us eternal comfort and good hope through grace, 17 comfort 
your hearts and establish them in every good work and word.

(Z�^L»]L�Z[\KPLK�IV[O���HUK���;OLZZHSVUPHUZ��[OLYL�PZ�H�JVUZPZ[LU[�[OLTL�JVUULJ[LK�[V�[LHJOPUNZ�
HIV\[�*OYPZ[»Z�YL[\YU��;OLZL�[LHJOPUNZ�ZOV\SK�JVTMVY[�\Z��;OL�LUK�VM���;OLZZHSVUPHUZ���JVUJS\KLZ�
7H\S»Z�[LHJOPUNZ�HIV\[�[OL�ZLJVUK�JVTPUN��HUK�OL�ÄUPZOLZ�P[�^P[O�H�WYH`LY�MVY�JVTMVY[��1LZ\Z�*OYPZ[»Z�
IVKPS`�YL[\YU�[V�[OL�LHY[O�PZ�^OH[�[OPZ�^OVSL�*OYPZ[PHU�[OPUN�OHZ�ILLU�WVPU[PUN�[V^HYK��0M�`V\»YL�Q\Z[�
in it for a ticket to heaven, you might be surprised that earth is where we ultimately end up living 
HUK�YLPNUPUN�^P[O�/PT��;OPZ�[VWPJ�PZ�ZVYLS`�\UKLYZ[H[LK�PU�WVW\SHY�*OYPZ[PHUP[ �̀�,]LU�*OYPZ[PHU�M\�
nerals seldom mention our very earthly future that will begin when we return with Jesus to reign. 
(UK�`L[��[OPZ�PZ�[OL�OVWL�HUK�JVTMVY[�VM�[OL�LHYS`�JO\YJO��0[»Z�^OH[�7H\S�[H\NO[�[OL�;OLZZHSVUPHUZ��0[�
is our hope and comfort as well. We should get to know it.

Q:���>O`�KV�`V\�[OPUR�^L�\UKLYZLSS�[OL�JVTMVY[�HUK�OVWL�PU�[OL�YL[\YU�VM�*OYPZ[&��See also Reve�
SH[PVU�� !�����)

Notes
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