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Chapter Four
��;OLZZHSVUPHUZ�JOHW[LY�MV\Y�YLWYLZLU[Z�H�ZOPM[�PU�7H\S»Z�SPUL�VM�[OV\NO[��0U�JOHW[LY����OL�JVUJS\KLK�
with a prayer that expressed his heartfelt desire to see them again, face to face, and encouraged 
[OLT�[V�JVU[PU\L�PU�SV]L�MVY�VUL�HUV[OLY��*OHW[LY�MV\Y�ILNPUZ�^P[O�ZVTL�WYHJ[PJHS�PUZ[Y\J[PVUZ�MVY�
growing in holiness, then followed by instructions for how to grow in love for each other and those 
outside the church.

;OLU�H[�]LYZL�����7H\S�JOHUNLZ�[OL�Z\IQLJ[�[V�KLHS�^P[O�^OH[�ZLLTLK�[V�IL�TVZ[�WYLZZPUN�WYVISLT�
in Timothy’s report. There was some disagreement or confusion among the Thessalonian believers 
JVUJLYUPUN�ILSPL]LYZ�^OV�OHK�HSYLHK`�KPLK�HUK�*OYPZ[»Z�ZLJVUK�JVTPUN��7H\S�[HRLZ�[OH[�SHZ[�WVY[PVU�
VM�JOHW[LY�MV\Y��HUK�T\JO�VM�JOHW[LY�Ä]L�[V�HKKYLZZ�[OLPY�JVUJLYUZ��6\[ZPKL�VM�9L]LSH[PVU����HUK���
;OLZZHSVUPHUZ�JVTIPULK�OH]L�TVYL�[V�ZH`�HIV\[�*OYPZ[»Z�ZLJVUK�JVTPUN�[OHU�TVZ[�V[OLY�HWVZ[VSPJ�
SL[[LYZ��:LL�HSZV���*VY���!��������)LJH\ZL�VM�[OH[��T\JO�VM�[OL�YLTHPUPUN�[PTL�PU�[OPZ�Z[\K`�^PSS�IL�
devoted to this subject.

1 Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that as you 
UHFHLYHG�IURP�XV�KRZ�\RX�RXJKW�WR�ZDON�DQG�WR�SOHDVH�*RG��MXVW�DV�\RX�DUH�
doing, that you do so more and more. 2 For you know what instructions 
we gave you through the Lord Jesus.

>OLU�7H\S�ZH`Z��¸-PUHSS �̀¹�P[�ZPNUHSZ�[OH[�OL»Z�ÄUPZOPUN�\W�[OL�[OV\NO[Z�[OH[�OL»Z�ILLU�^YP[PUN��:V��PU�
SPNO[�VM�^OH[�OL»Z�ILLU�ZH`PUN��7H\S�ZH`Z�[OLZL�[OPUNZ��/L�Z[HY[Z�[OLZL�ÄUPZOPUN�[OV\NO[Z�I`�[LSSPUN�
the believers to keep on doing what you’ve been taught, but do it more and more. He doesn’t want 
them to get too comfortable with how they’re doing things, but instead make it a point to keep in�
creasing, keep improving, and do so constantly.

Q:  What is the inherent danger of being too comfortable with how well you do things? (See also 
9L]LSH[PVU�JOHW[LYZ������[OL�SL[[LYZ�[V�[OL�ZL]LU�JO\YJOLZ)

3� )RU� WKLV� LV� WKH�ZLOO� RI�*RG�� \RXU� VDQFWLÀFDWLRQ�� WKDW� \RX� DEVWDLQ� IURP�
sexual immorality; 4 that each one of you know how to control his own 
body in holiness and honor, 5 not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles 
who do not know God; 6 that no one transgress and wrong his brother in 
this matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all these things, as we told 
you beforehand and solemnly warned you. 7 For God has not called us for 
impurity, but in holiness.
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0[»Z�PU[LYLZ[PUN�[OH[�7H\S�[LSSZ�\Z�.VK»Z�^PSS�MVY�\Z���V\Y�ZHUJ[PÄJH[PVU���[OLU�OL�aLYVZ�PU�VU�VUL�HZWLJ[�
VM�V\Y�ZHUJ[PÄJH[PVU!�ZL_\HS�JVUK\J[��:HUJ[PÄJH[PVU�PZ�[OL�VUNVPUN�[YHUZMVYTH[PVU�MYVT�PTTH[\YP[`�
[V�TH[\YP[ �̀�MYVT�ZLSM�SPRLULZZ�[V�*OYPZ[�SPRLULZZ��HUK�L]LY`�ILSPL]LY�PZ�PU�[OPZ�WYVJLZZ��0[�PU]VS]LZ�MHY�
more than just our sexual conduct, but because this is a consistent theme of instruction in nearly 
all of Paul’s letters, it is an important aspect for our growth. We may think of sexual purity as a con�
versation for the youth, but adults of all ages are responsible to be sexually pure as a part of their 
VUNVPUN�ZHUJ[PÄJH[PVU��0M�`V\»YL�LUNHNLK�PU�ZL_\HS�ZPU��`V\�HYL�WYHJ[PJPUN�PTTH[\YP[ �̀�HUK�I\PSKPUN�
\W�JOHZ[PZPUN�Q\KNTLU[�MVY�`V\YZLSM�ILJH\ZL�.VK�is an avenger in all these things��0[�^PSS�IL�IYV\NO[�
to light, and it will cost you.

Q:��>O`�KVLZ�.VK�JHYL�ZV�T\JO�HIV\[�V\Y�ZL_\HS�JVUK\J[&�>O`�PZ�P[�[PLK�ZV�JSVZLS`�[V�V\Y�ZHUJ�
[PÄJH[PVU&��:LL�HSZV�,WOLZPHUZ��!�����)

9 Therefore whoever disregards this, disregards not man but God, who 
JLYHV�KLV�+RO\�6SLULW�WR�\RX�

While at times it may be tempting to weigh the words of Paul against the words of Peter or even the 
^VYKZ�VM�1LZ\Z��PM�^L�ILSPL]L�[OH[�[OL�LU[PYL�)PISL�^HZ�PUZWPYLK�I`�.VK�[OYV\NO�[OL�O\THU�H\[OVYZ��
then all of the authors carry the same weight. Verse nine deals with those who will be dismissive 
VM� 7H\S»Z� [LHJOPUNZ�� WHY[PJ\SHYS`� VU� ZL_\HS� JVUK\J[�� 0U���*VYPU[OPHUZ�WLVWSL�^LYL�KPZTPZZP]L�VM�
7H\S»Z�[LHJOPUNZ�ILJH\ZL�[OL`�WYLMLYYLK�(WVSSVZ�VY�7L[LY��)\[�[OPZ�]LYZL�ZLY]LZ�[V�YLTPUK�\Z�[OH[�HSS�
of Scripture is inspired by the Lord, so disregard for any of it isn’t just against its human author, but 
HNHPUZ[�.VK��^OV�PUZWPYLK�[OL�H\[OVY�

Paul, then takes it a step farther. You don’t get to disregard something because it’s too hard. Why? 
Because the Lord has also given you His Holy Spirit who empowers you to do hard things that you 
can’t do on your own.

Q:  When has the Lord asked you to do something too hard for you, but not too hard for Him? 
(:LL�HSZV�3\RL��!��"���1VOU��!�)

9 Now concerning brotherly love you have no need for anyone to write 
to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love one another, 
10 for that indeed is what you are doing to all the brothers throughout 
Macedonia. But we urge you, brothers, to do this more and more, 11 and 
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WR�DVSLUH�WR�OLYH�TXLHWO\��DQG�WR�PLQG�\RXU�RZQ�DͿDLUV��DQG�WR�ZRUN�ZLWK�
your hands, as we instructed you, 12 so that you may walk properly before 
outsiders and be dependent on no one.

;OL�SV]L�[OH[�[OL�;OLZZHSVUPHU�ILSPL]LYZ�^LYL�KPZWSH`PUN�^HZU»[�H�ZLJYL[��0[�^HZ�HWWHYLU[��UV[�VUS`�
to the people in Thessalonica, but to every believer in all of Macedonia. Though they were young 
PU�MHP[O�HUK�YLSH[P]LS`�\USLHYULK�PU�[OL�:JYPW[\YLZ��[OLPY�SV]L�V\[�ZOPULK�^OH[�[OL`�SHJRLK�PU�RUV^S�
LKNL��(UK�Z[PSS��SPRL�LHYSPLY��7H\S�[LSSZ�[OLT�[V�KV�P[�more and more. But this more and more would 
ZOV^�[OLT�OV^�[V�SV]L�WLVWSL�V\[ZPKL�VM�[OL�JO\YJO��(J[Z����[LSSZ�\Z�OV^�[OL�JP[`�^HZ�W\[�PU[V�
HU�\WYVHY�I`�WLVWSL�^OV�OH[LK�[OL�.VZWLS��7H\S�PUZ[Y\J[Z�[OLT�UV[�[V�THRL�TH[[LYZ�^VYZL��3P]L�
X\PL[S �̀�TPUK�`V\Y�V^U�HMMHPYZ��HUK�^VYR�^P[O�`V\Y�OHUKZ��0U�KVPUN�[OPZ��[OL`�^V\SK�KLTVUZ[YH[L�
decency toward outsiders, and remain independent of their generosity.

Q:  How does verse 11 shape our response to the actions and beliefs of lost people? (See also 
7YV]LYIZ���!��"���7L[LY��!��"�,WOLZPHUZ��!��)

=LYZL����PZ�[OL�Z[HY[�VM�7H\S»Z�KPZJ\ZZPVU�HIV\[�[OL�YL[\YU�VM�*OYPZ[��(Z�^L�TLU[PVULK�H[�[OL�Z[HY[��
[OLYL�^HZ�JVUM\ZPVU�HIV\[�[OPZ�PZZ\L�HTVUN�[OL�;OLZZHSVUPHU�ILSPL]LYZ��0[»Z�\UJSLHY�OV^�[OL�JVUM\�
sion started, but what is clear is that it centered around the issue of believers who had already died. 
)LMVYL�^L�ILNPU�[OPZ�WOHZL�VM�[OL�KPZJ\ZZPVU��P[�ZOV\SK�UV[LK�[OH[�[OL�Z\IQLJ[�VM�*OYPZ[»Z�YL[\YU�PZ�
not without controversy. The controversy isn’t over whether He’ll return, but how events will unfold 
leading up to the moment he returns. The major positions that people take are each defensible with 
Scripture, so it’s important to remember no matter which position you might believe, you might 
IL�^YVUN��-VY�YLMLYLUJL��OLYL�PZ�H�SPZ[�VM�[OL�THQVY�WVPU[Z�VM�]PL^�[OH[�OH]L�ILLU�H�WHY[�VM�*O\YJO�
[LHJOPUN�MVY�JLU[\YPLZ��,HJO�WVPU[�VM�]PL^�JLU[LYZ�HYV\UK�OV^�^L�ZOV\SK�PU[LYWYL[�[OL�������`LHY�
YLPNU�VM�*OYPZ[�[OH[�PZ�TLU[PVULK�PU�9L]LSH[PVU���!�����

Premillennialism
7YLTPSSLUPHSPZ[Z�ILSPL]L�[OH[�[OL�WYVWOL[PJ�L]LU[Z�VM�[OL�IVVR�VM�9L]LSH[PVU�OHWWLU�ILMVYL�[OL�������
`LHY�YLPNU�VM�*OYPZ[��;OPZ�]PL^�PZ�[OV\NO[�I`�THU`�[V�IL�[OL�TVZ[�SP[LYHS�HUK�VSKLZ[�\UKLYZ[HUKPUN�VM�
*OYPZ[»Z�YL[\YU�HUK�[OL�WVPU[�VM�]PL^�LTIYHJLK�I`�[OL�(WVZ[SLZ�HUK�ILSPL]LYZ�[OYV\NO�[OL�ÄYZ[�[OYLL�
JLU[\YPLZ�VM� [OL�*O\YJO� Premillennialism PZ�Z\IKP]PKLK�PU[V� [OYLL� [OV\NO[Z�HIV\[� [OL�¸JH[JOPUN�
H^H`¹��VY�YHW[\YL��VM�[OL�JO\YJO��7YLTPSSLUUPHSPZT�[`WPJHSS`�]PL^Z�[OL�L]LU[Z�VM�9L]LSH[PVU���� �HZ�
H�ZL]LU�`LHY�WLYPVK�JHSSLK�[OL�.YLH[�;YPI\SH[PVU��;OL�Z\IKP]PZPVUZ�VM�7YLTPSSLUUPHSPZT�HYL�WYL�[YPI�
\SH[PVU��TPK�[YPI\SH[PVU��HUK�WVZ[�[YPI\SH[PVU��7YL�[YPI\SH[PVU�ILSPL]LZ�[OL�YHW[\YL�VM�[OL�JO\YJO�^PSS�
OHWWLU�Q\Z[�ILMVYL�[OL�.YLH[�;YPI\SH[PVU�ILNPUZ��4PK�[YPI\SH[PVU�ILSPL]LZ�[OL�YHW[\YL�^PSS�OHWWLU�
H[�[OL�TPK�WVPU[�VM�[OL�.YLH[�;YPI\SH[PVU��7VZ[�[YPI\SH[PVU��HSZV�JHSSLK�*SHZZPJ�7YLTPSSLUUPHSPZT�IL�
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SPL]LZ�[OH[�[OL�YHW[\YL�^PSS�OHWWLU�H[�[OL�LUK�VM�[OL�.YLH[�;YPI\SH[PVU�PU�[OL�TVTLU[Z�ILMVYL�[OL�
1LZ\Z�ÄUHSS`�YL[\YUZ�[V�LZ[HISPZO�/PZ�RPUNKVT��

Postmillennialism
7VZ[TPSSLUUPHSPZ[Z�LTIYHJL�[OL�ILSPLM�[OH[�[OL�.VZWLS��[OYV\NO�[OL�*O\YJO��^PSS�NYHK\HSS`�V]LY[HRL�
[OL�^VYSK�HUK�\ZOLY�PU�H�NVSKLU�HNL���TPSSLUUP\T���VM�ZWPYP[\HS�ISLZZPUN�MVY�[OL�*O\YJO��;OLU�H[�[OL�
LUK�VM�[OPZ�NVSKLU�HNL��[OLYL�^PSS�IL�H�IYPLM�HWVZ[HZ �̀�SLK�I`�:H[HU��MVSSV^LK�I`�[OL�YL[\YU�VM�*OYPZ[�
to bring judgment and usher in the new heaven and new earth. This belief depends heavily upon a 
TVYL�ÄN\YH[P]L�PU[LYWYL[H[PVU�VM�WYVWOL[PJ�[L_[Z��;OPZ�]PL^�^HZ�]LY`�WVW\SHY�WYPVY�[V�[OL���[O�JLU�
[\Y �̀�I\[�KLJSPULK�PU�WVW\SHYP[`�^P[O�[OL�HK]LU[�VM�>VYSK�>HYZ�0�HUK�00��HUK�[OL�PUJYLHZPUN�]PZPIPSP[`�
of wickedness.

Amillennialism
(TPSSLUUPHSPZ[Z�ILSPL]L� [OH[� [OLYL� PZ�UV� SP[LYHS�������`LHY� YLPNU�VM�*OYPZ[��;OL`�ILSPL]L�/PZ� YLPNU�
ILNHU�^P[O�/PZ�ÄYZ[�JVTPUN�HUK�^L�HYL�SP]PUN�PU�H�ÄN\YH[P]L�TPSSLUUP\T�right now where He rules 
IV[O�VU�LHY[O�[OYV\NO�ILSPL]LYZ��[OL�*O\YJO��HUK�MYVT�/LH]LU�^OLYL�/L�PZ�ZLH[LK�H[�[OL�YPNO[�OHUK�
VM�[OL�-H[OLY��3PRL�7VZ[TPSSLUUPHSPZT��(TPSSLUUPHSPZT�YLSPLZ�OLH]PS`�\WVU�H�ÄN\YH[P]L�PU[LYWYL[H[PVU�
VM�[OL�WYVWOL[PJ�[L_[Z��;OPZ�]PL^�ILJHTL�WVW\SHY�[OYV\NO�(\N\Z[PUL�PU�[OL�MV\Y[O�JLU[\Y`�HUK�OHZ�
ILLU�[OL�THQVYP[`�]PL^�VM�[OL�*O\YJO�[OYV\NO�P[Z�OPZ[VY �̀�0[�YLTHPUZ�[OL�KVTPUHU[�]PL^�VM�9VTHU�
*H[OVSPJ�HUK�,HZ[LYU�6Y[OVKV_�*O\YJOLZ��HUK�ZVTL�7YV[LZ[HU[�KLUVTPUH[PVUZ�

0[�PZ�PTWVY[HU[�[V�UV[L�[OH[�LHJO�VM�[OLZL�WVZP[PVUZ�HNYLL�[OH[�1LZ\Z�^PSS��H[�ZVTL�WVPU[��WO`ZPJHSS`�
YL[\YU�[V�LHY[O�[V�JVUK\J[�ÄUHS�Q\KNTLU[�HUK�\ZOLY�PU�[OL�UL^�OLH]LU�HUK�UL^�LHY[O��;OPZ�WVY[PVU�
of our study through Paul’s teachings will not debate which point of view is more correct. However, 
the verses that follow will unavoidably lead you to embrace a position. You will need to decide 
^OL[OLY�`V\�ILSPL]L�[OPZ�ZOV\SK�IL�PU[LYWYL[LK�SP[LYHSS`�VY�ÄN\YH[P]LS �̀�^OPJO�^PSS�[OLU�WVPU[�`V\�
toward one camp or the other.

13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who 
are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14 For 
since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, 
God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep.

0[�TH`�ZLLT�SPRL�H�Z[YHUNL�KLZJYPW[PVU��I\[�PU�7H\S»Z�KH`�P[�^HZ�JVTTVU�[V�YLMLY�[V�[OVZL�^OV�OH]L�
KPLK�HZ�¸HZSLLW�¹�;OL�;OLZZHSVUPHU�ILSPL]LYZ�^VUKLYLK�PM�[OVZL�^OV�KPLK�OHK�ZVTLOV^�TPZZLK�[OL�
3VYK»Z�YL[\YU��)\[�7H\S�HZZ\YLK�[OLT�[OH[�[OL�Lord would bring those who had died with him when 
he returns.

Q:��>O`�KVLZ�[OPZ�[Y\[O�JOHUNL�[OL�^H`�^L�NYPL]L�V]LY�V\Y�SV]LK�VULZ�^OV�KPL�PU�*OYPZ[&��See also 
��*VYPU[OPHUZ���!�����"�1\KL��!��)



19

1 Thessalonians

15 For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are 
alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who 
have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with 
a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of 
WKH�WUXPSHW�RI�*RG��$QG�WKH�GHDG�LQ�&KULVW�ZLOO�ULVH�ÀUVW�

0[»Z�PTWVY[HU[�[OH[�7H\S�Z[HY[Z�[OPZ�[LHJOPUN�^P[O��¸^L�KLJSHYL�[V�`V\�I`�H�^VYK�MYVT�[OL�3VYK�” That 
means this isn’t just Paul’s understanding of how things will go down, but the Lord Himself had told 
7H\S�[OH[�[OPZ�PZ�OV^�P[�^PSS�IL��;OL�ILSPL]LYZ�^OV�HYL�HSP]L�VU�[OL�LHY[O�^OLU�1LZ\Z�*OYPZ[�JVTLZ�
again will have to wait their turn. They will not meet the Lord�ÄYZ[��-PYZ[�JVTLZ�[OL�KLHK�PU�*OYPZ[��
;OL`�^PSS�YLZ\YYLJ[�MYVT�[OLPY�NYH]LZ�HUK�TLL[�[OL�3VYK�ILMVYL�[OVZL�^OV�HYL�Z[PSS�HSP]L��;OPZ�PZ�[OL�
OVWL�VM�L]LY`�ILSPL]LY�^OV�OHZ�KPLK�ILMVYL�\Z!�YLZ\YYLJ[PVU�[V�H�UL^�NSVYPÄLK�IVK �̀

Q:��+VLZ�[OL�WYVTPZL�VM�V\Y�YLZ\YYLJ[PVU�NP]L�`V\�OVWL&��:LL�HSZV���*VYPU[OPHUZ���!���� "�9L]L�
SH[PVU���!�)

17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be 
with the Lord. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words.

7HY[�[^V�VM�*OYPZ[»Z�JVTPUN�PZ�^OH[�OHWWLUZ�[V�[OL�ILSPL]LYZ�^OV�HYL�Z[PSS�HSP]L�VU�[OL�LHY[O�HM[LY�[OL�
YLZ\YYLJ[PVU�VM�[OL�KLHK�PU�*OYPZ[��;OVZL�^OV�HYL�SLM[�^PSS�IL�¸JH\NO[�\W¹�[V�[OL�JSV\KZ�^OLYL�^L�
^PSS�TLL[�1LZ\Z�HUK�[OL�KLHK�^OV�Q\Z[�YLZ\YYLJ[LK��;OL�3H[PU�^VYK�MVY�JH\NO[�\W�PZ�^OLYL�^L�NL[�[OL�
^VYK�¸YHW[\YL�¹�:V�[OL�YHW[\YL�VM�[OL�SP]PUN�ILSPL]LYZ�^PSS�OHWWLU�VUS`�HM[LY�[OL�KLHK�PU�*OYPZ[�OH]L�
been raised. When the alive believers are raptured, their bodies will be transformed in an instant 
to eternal, incorruptible bodies. From that moment, we will always be with the Lord. Paul says we 
should encourage one another with these words. 

Q:��+VLZ�[OL�WYVZWLJ[�VM�ILPUN�JH\NO[�\W�[V�[OL�JSV\KZ�^P[O�1LZ\Z�PU�H�ZWSP[�ZLJVUK�NP]L�`V\�OVWL&�
(:LL�HSZV�4H[[OL^���!���������*VYPU[OPHUZ���!�����)
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Notes


