PATHWAY TOWARD

BIBLICAL
ELDERSHIP

"BE ON GUARD FOR
YOURSELVES, AND FOR ALL
THE FLOCK AMONG WHICH
THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS MADE
YOU OVERSEERS..."

North Shore
B I B L E

C H U R C H

THE
PURSUIT
OF ELDERSHIP

"It is a trustworthy statement: if any man
aspires to the office of overseer,
it is a fine work he desires to do."

OUR PATHWAY
TO ELDERSHIP
1. Review qualifications (pg 2)
2. Reflect on your desire (pg 6)
3. Biblical doctrine (1 on 1 Study)
4. Doctrinal review w/ Elders
5. Couple & Elders get together
6. Announcement to Church
7. Final Review
*After you have completed this document, please
contact one of the Elders, and we'll walk you
through the rest of the process. Please reach out
with any questions as you think through this!
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QUALIFICATIONS
FOR ELDERSHIP

THE QUALIFICATIONS FOR ELDERSHIP AT NORTH SHORE BIBLE CHURCH
CAN BE FOUND IN GOD’S WORD IN 1 TIMOTHY 3:1-7 AND TITUS 1:5-9.
1 TIMOTHY 3:1-7
IT IS A TRUSTWORTHY STATEMENT: IF ANY MAN ASPIRES TO THE OFFICE OF OVERSEER, IT IS A FINE WORK HE DESIRES
TO DO. 2 AN OVERSEER, THEN, MUST BE ABOVE REPROACH, THE HUSBAND OF ONE WIFE, TEMPERATE, PRUDENT,
RESPECTABLE, HOSPITABLE, ABLE TO TEACH, 3 NOT ADDICTED TO WINE OR PUGNACIOUS, BUT GENTLE, PEACEABLE,
FREE FROM THE LOVE OF MONEY. 4 HE MUST BE ONE WHO MANAGES HIS OWN HOUSEHOLD WELL, KEEPING HIS
CHILDREN UNDER CONTROL WITH ALL DIGNITY 5 (BUT IF A MAN DOES NOT KNOW HOW TO MANAGE HIS OWN
HOUSEHOLD, HOW WILL HE TAKE CARE OF THE CHURCH OF GOD?), 6 AND NOT A NEW CONVERT, SO THAT HE WILL
NOT BECOME CONCEITED AND FALL INTO THE CONDEMNATION INCURRED BY THE DEVIL.AND HE MUST
HAVE A GOOD REPUTATION WITH THOSE OUTSIDE THE CHURCH, SO THAT HE WILL NOT FALL INTO REPROACH
AND THE SNARE OF THE DEVIL.
TITUS 1:5-9
FOR THIS REASON I LEFT YOU IN CRETE, THAT YOU WOULD SET IN ORDER WHAT REMAINS AND APPOINT ELDERS IN EVERY
CITY AS I DIRECTED YOU, 6 NAMELY, IF ANY MAN IS ABOVE REPROACH, THE HUSBAND OF ONE WIFE, HAVING CHILDREN
WHO BELIEVE, NOT ACCUSED OF DISSIPATION OR REBELLION. 7 FOR THE OVERSEER MUST BE ABOVE REPROACH AS GOD’S
STEWARD, NOT SELF-WILLED, NOT QUICK-TEMPERED, NOT ADDICTED TO WINE, NOT PUGNACIOUS, NOT FOND OF
SORDID GAIN, 8 BUT HOSPITABLE, LOVING WHAT IS GOOD, SENSIBLE, JUST, DEVOUT, SELF-CONTROLLED, 9 HOLDING
FAST THE FAITHFUL WORD WHICH IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TEACHING, SO THAT HE WILL BE ABLE BOTH TO
EXHORT IN SOUND DOCTRINE AND TO REFUTE THOSE WHO CONTRADICT.

QUALIFICATIONS
*Please prayerfully review the following qualifications.
If you're married, we ask that you review them with your wife.

1. An Elder must desire the work of overseeing/shepherding (1 Timothy 3:1)
There are two different words used in 1 Timothy 3:1. The first means “to reach out after.” It describes external
action, not internal motive. The second means “a strong passion,” and refers to an inward desire. Taken
together these two words describe the man who belongs in this ministry – one who outwardly pursues
it because he is driven by a strong internal desire.

2. An Elder must be "blameless" or "above reproach" (1 Timothy 3:2/ Titus 1:6)
The Greek word translated “must,” emphasizes an absolute necessity. The word “blameless” means “not able
to be held.” A blameless man cannot be taken hold of as if he were a criminal in need of detention for his
actions. There is nothing to accuse him of. He is irreproachable.
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QUALIFICATIONS
FOR ELDERSHIP (CONTINUED)

3. An Elder must be "the husband of one wife" (1 Timothy 3:2/ Titus 1:6)
Literally this phrase means “a one-woman man.” There have been some great struggles over this passage…
but the basic meaning is that the elder, if married, must be absolutely faithful and committed to his wife in
every way. The historical context of the passage addresses the issue of fidelity in marriage, not divorce.
We should not assume from this that divorce is inconsequential or insignificant. Jesus warned His followers
to avoid divorce. When selecting an elder or a deacon, a divorce should be seen as a “red flag” in the
candidate’s past. Since an elder must be a good steward of his family, a recent divorce disqualifies a man
from serving as an elder. If there is any question about his relationship with his wife, or leadership of his
family, the man must not be considered for appointment.
However, when we take the man’s total life experience into consideration, the divorce alone should not
disqualify him from consideration as an elder or a deacon. He should be living an exemplary and mature
Christian life, enjoying a godly marriage and raising children who love the Lord.

4. The Elder must be "vigilant" & "temperate" (1 Timothy 3:2/ Titus 1:8)
The Greek word, which is translated in this phrase means to be “without wine.” In it’s most literal sense Paul is
instructing elders to abstain from any form of intoxication. However, it’s usage in this passage is metaphoric,
meaning the elder should be “alert,” “vigilant,” “watchful,” and “clearheaded.” An elder must be able to think
clearly.

5. The Elder must be "sober" or "sober-minded" (1 Timothy 3:2/ Titus 1:8)
The root of this word speaks of “self-control” and “discipline.” The elder is one who is serious about spiritual
things, with a steady mind, and thinks about what is important. “He is not given to quick, superficial decisions
based on immature thinking.” (Blaine Faircloth)

6. The Elder must be of "good behavior" or "respectable" (1 Timothy 3:2)
This qualification comes from the Greek word, “kosmios.” The idea behind this word is that the elder should
be orderly.” An elder must be well-behaved, well-organized, a man whose life is in order.

7. The Elder must be "hospitable" (1 Timothy 3:2/ Titus 1:8)
An elder must be unselfish with his personal resources. He must be willing to share his blessings with others.
He must keep his life, home and heart open to others.

8. The Elder must be "able to teach" (1 Timothy 3:4/ Titus 1:7)
Elders must be able to communicate the truth of God and exhort sound doctrine in a non-argumentative way.
(2 Timothy 4:2; 2:24).
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QUALIFICATIONS
FOR ELDERSHIP (CONTINUED)

9. The Elder must be "not [be] given to wine" (1 Timothy 3:3/ Titus 1:7)
The issue here is not drunkenness this would be an obvious disqualification. The phrase literally means
“should not sit long at his wine.” Because of the cultural implications of alcohol consumption an elder of
NSBC is encouraged to abstain from alcoholic beverages.

10. The Elder must be "a striker" or given to violence (1 Timothy 3:3/ Titus 1:7)
An elder isn’t quick tempered and doesn’t resort to violence. They will not seek to accomplish things by use
of force. (James 1:20-22)

11. The Elder must "not [be] fond of dishonest gain" (1 Timothy 3:3/ Titus 1:7)
This phrase should be coupled with the later qualification of “not covetous.” The idea is that the elder should
be motivated by love for God and not love for money.

12. The Elder must be "patient" or "gentle" (1 Timothy 3:3)
The word used here means “to be considerate, genial, forbearing, or “gracious.” Aristotle said it speaks of a
person who easily pardons human failure.

13. The Elder must "not be quarrelsome" or "a brawler" (1 Timothy 3:3)
“Peaceful,” “reluctant to fight”; one who promotes unity and harmony.

14. The Elder must "one who rules his own household well" (1 Timothy 3:4/ Titus 1:7)
“The Greek word translated “rule” means “to preside, have authority over, stand before, or manage.” The
elder is the manager of his home. He must “rule” his home “well” (intrinsically good, excellent). The elder’s
leadership in his home is both inherently good, and manifestly good to those who observe it.

15. The Elder must be have his "children in subjection with all gravity"
(1 Timothy 3:4/ Titus 1:6)
The word “subjection’ is a military term that speaks of lining up in rank under those in authority. His children
are to be lined up under his authority: respectful, controlled, and disciplined. Titus 1:5-6 says, an elder must
have “children who believe, not accused of dissipation or rebellion.”

16. The Elder must not be "a novice" (1 Timothy 3:6)
The idea is that an elder should not be a new convert. They should have been a Christian long enough to
have demonstrated the reality of their conversion and the depth of their spirituality.
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QUALIFICATIONS
FOR ELDERSHIP (CONTINUED)

17. The Elder must have "a good testimony with those who are outside" (1 Timothy 3:7)
The elder’s reputation outside of the body of Christ must be unimpeachable. They must be well respected by
unbelievers and free from hypocrisy.

18. The elder must “not [be] self-willed” (Titus 1:7).
Elders must not be stubborn, insensitive or prone to force opinions on others. They should be interested in
service more than self-pleasure.

19. The elder must “not [be] quick-tempered” (Titus 1:7).
The greek word ὀργίλον literally means: "an (up-surging (as in sap, or vigor) / or impulsive in nature".
An elder must be slow to anger.

20. The elder must be “a lover of what is good” (Titus 1:8).
An elder must love what is good. This is the only time this word is used in scripture. The two concepts of
‘brotherly love’ & “good” were fused together into one word. An Elder should be marked by someone who
loves that which is good and right.

21. The elder must be “just” (Titus 1:8).
An elder must be fair and impartial. Their judgments must be based on the Scriptures, and bear the marks of
the fruit of righteousness.

22. The elder must be “devout” (Titus 1:8).
This refers to a holy life. Elders must be reverent, continually desiring to be separated from sin.

23. The elder must “hold fast the faithful Word” (Titus 1:9).
Sound biblical doctrine must not only be taught but also adhered to with deep conviction.

5

PATHWAY TOWARD BIBLICAL ELDERSHIP

ASPIRATION/DESIRE
FOR ELDERSHIP

Please explain for us in writing, why you desire to serve as an elder in the local church:

OTHER QUESTIONS:
1. What does your personal relationship with God look like?
(Trust, worship, Bible reading, Prayer...)

2. How do you believe that God has "wired" or "gifted" you?
(Strengths, Weaknesses, Spiritual Gifts...)

3. Do you believe that you meet the Biblical qualifications of an Elder?
(1 Timothy 3; Titus 1; 1 Peter 5.)
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EXPECTATIONS
OF AN ELDER
Expectations of an overseer in addition to the biblical qualifications in 1 Timothy 3, Titus 1, & 1 Peter 5.

1. Should know their fit within the local church.
(An Elder should understand the unique ways in which God has wired/ gifted them, and how they can best
serve within the ministry landscape of NSBC.)

2. Commitment
(An Elder should show up! It must be clear that the Elders are committed to the ministry of the church)

3. Cooperation
(An Elder will need to be able to work together w/ the other Elders in love & unity)

4. Defend Sound Doctrine
(An Elder will be expected to watch out for themselves first & then for the doctrinal health of the whole flock.
This includes discipling, shepherding, & leading in light of church's statement of faith, as well as defending
when necessary.)

5. Shepherd
(An Elder will be expected to "see to it" that the needs of the church are met. An elder will be expected to be
available to help in crisis situations, but to regularly be working to keep the church connected)

6. Time
(An Elder will be expected to attend the regularly scheduled Elder's meetings, as well as a yearly retreat for
Elders & their wives. They will also need to be available for "as needed" meetings & ministry, and sometimes
research & study between meetings)
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NEXT
STEPS
TOWARD ELDERSHIP

"It is a trustworthy statement: if any man
aspires to the office of overseer,
it is a fine work he desires to do."

NEXT STEPS ON
OUR PATHWAY
TO ELDERSHIP
Biblical doctrine (1 on 1 study)
Doctrinal review w/ Elders
Couple/ Elders get together
Announcement to Church
Final Review
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