
Description 
Workshop: Finding the Hidden Treasure in the Old Testament  

Time: September 10 – Oct 1 (four Saturdays) 

Join us for a series of three-hour workshops as we dig deeply into the picture words of the Old 

Testament Hebrew to reveal some startling foundations for New Testament teachings. This workshop 

will equip you with the tools and techniques for deeper Bible study, using the concordance and lexicon 

features on the BlueLetterBible website, as well as some practical exercises to improve your skills in 

observing and interpreting the biblical text. The workshop will continue for three additional Saturdays 

for those who wish to practice using homework assignments or simply ask questions. Open to men and 

women. Bring a laptop, ipad, or any device that can access a browser (mobiles aren’t ideal). 

 

 

Syllabus 
Introduction: Why I am offering this workshop 

Objectives: 

1) To equip you with the basic Bible study tools and techniques you will need to help you handle 

the Word of God with more precision and enrich your understanding of the Hebrew text.  

2) To help you increase your Hebrew vocabulary and “picture” library. 

3) To practice Hebrew word studies using the concordance and lexicon in the BLB.  

4) To demonstrate how to generate a simple word-of-the-week type Bible study that you can do in 

a small group setting with limited time. 

Introduction to word study tools  (concordance and lexicon) 

Brief description of Bible study techniques and how they are used in Old Testament study. (Studying 

the Old Testament Hebrew picture words has to be tackled a little different from the New Testament 

Greek.) Focus on observation techniques for building the OT pictures.  

Observation of the OT text: How to build the picture 

a. Identify all the elements in the immediate context of the verse/passage: who, what, when, where, 

why, and how. Look for relationships and progressive order that contribute to the picture. 

b. Expand the picture by looking for comparison pictures or patterns across the OT text. (This is a 

technique Paul and the New Testament writers use, and a traditional Jewish method for studying 

the Old Testament.) Example: Genesis 1:3-5, comparison of light and dark 



c. Expand the picture by digging deeper into the words and phrases. (This is what we will focus on.) 

The goal of word studies is to identify the concept or picture embodied in the word. 

i. The picture can be built across a body of verses. Hebrew words are like keywords. They bring 

together a body of verses that collectively contain a picture or a concept, ultimately meant to 

portray the Messiah and/or aspects of faith. The Old Testament is a picture that was built over 

time, so there is often a progressive reveal of the final picture.  

ii. The picture can be built within a word. Some Hebrew words have multiple usages that vary 

widely—so widely that it doesn’t seem like you are studying the same word, but you are. 

When you have radically different uses of the word, how do you come to an understanding of 

the word means in a collective sense? Consider how the different aspects relate to each other 

when they are combined into one “vessel.” The concept or picture will come out when you 

examine the relationship dynamics. Example: Hebrew word “homer” 

iii. The picture can be built within a word family. Hebrew nouns and adjectives often spring from 

primitive root verbs which have their own picture. Digging into the etymology of a word can 

amplify the picture or expand it in a different direction. Just as you combined the aspects 

within the word to get the picture, you also have to incorporate the meanings of its root word. 

Example: “tsirah” (hornet) springs from root verb “tsarah” (to be leprous). 

Demonstrations: 

Demo: Concordance search for “hope” to demonstrate BLB features: 

- How to use BLB Search functions for both concordance and lexicon  

- How to read and sort through the lexicon results for topic studies 

- How to use the tools tabs to get to the word level (focus on Interlinear tab) 

- How to implement the information in the lexicon to interpret the picture (I have a list of verses, 

now what do I do with it?) 

Demo: Word study of “hope” as used in Jeremiah 17:13. 

- Demonstrate a word picture built across a body of verses 

- Demonstrate a word picture built over time 

- Demonstrate a picture built within a word (two usages) 

 

Demo: Word study of “clay” as used in Isaiah 64:8.  

- Demonstrate a picture built within a word (three usages) 

 

A word/phrase of the week will be given as homework to be discussed the following week. 

 


