MARK CAREY
Senior Pastor
MarkC@fbcva.org

Hi – I’m glad you were able to take time and be at this meeting today.
Thanks for making the effort!
Let me cut to the chase – the Apostle Paul in 2 Tim 3:1 warned us “in the
last days perilous times will come.” Have you checked the news recently?
If these aren’t perilous times I don’t know what are! Set aside all the
worrisome news coming in from around the world, ignore for a moment
the craziness happening in Washington D.C., and consider with me the
incredible siege that is taking place against the institution of the FAMILY
today.
The data is out there to be analyzed. The research is plentiful. Whether
you read the reports from the Pew Research Center, the Barna Research
Group, the United States Census Bureau or individual research papers and documents, the evidence all points
to the fact that marriage and the traditional family structure is on life support . . . and it would appear that the
plug is about to be pulled from the socket. The spiritual and moral landscape has changed dramatically over
the past decade -- and its impact on the family is stunning.
About 3 years ago the elders of FBC got away at a retreat center to study and pray about how we can better
minister to the families at FBC and better equip parents to be the primary disciple-makers of their children.

As parents go, so goes the family; as the family goes, so goes
the church; as the church goes, so goes the world!!
This morning – we want to share with you some of the results of much thinking, praying, studying, and
collaborating amongst ourselves to raise the bar on Family Ministry. Our hope is that by the time you leave
you will have a better understanding and gain greater HOPE as a parent here at Fellowship Bible Church,
knowing that we have some strategies in place to help you as a parent and to partner with you to become the
courageous and godly parent God is calling you to be.
So thanks for making the effort to come today. In these “perilous times” we need all the grace-filled effort and
strength the Lord will supply, as well as all the encouragement, resources, and practical support to see our
families become everything God has intended them to be.

AN ASPECT OF FAITHFUL PARENTING
1. Our kids are designed to know and hear from God.

2. Our kids need to know God loves them dearly.

UNDERSTANDING BOUNDARY ISSUES AND WISDOM ISSUES
• Clear Boundary Issues
1.

A biblical conviction is always based on a study of, submission to, and application of Scripture.

2.

A biblical conviction is always predetermined.

3.

A biblical conviction will not change with the circumstances.

4.

Biblical convictions are inflexible.

5.

True biblical conviction is bold.

6.

True biblical conviction is always lived out.

• Understanding Wisdom Issues
1.

The principle of authority.

AN ASPECT OF FAITHFUL PARENTING
2.

The principle of grace.

3.

The principle of truth.

4.

The principle of the “higher agenda.”

5.

The principle of wise counsel.

6.

The principle of faithfulness or integrity.

7.

The principle of the sovereignty of God.

8.

The principle of values.

9.

The principle of the heart.

10. The principle of God’s glory.1

Bottom line: Don’t trust anyone more than Jesus. No program, no method, no model will ensure
godly offspring. Though we have every reason to hope for the salvation of our children, faith is not
inherited, and each individual must own the truth of the gospel himself. Our hearts are so crooked
even we don’t understand them. But God does, and He knows how to navigate those twisted paths.
We also know He hears our prayers and is able to call back our wayward children even after we’re no
longer around to pray for them.”- Janie B Cheaney
1

Tedd Tripp, “Convictions and Wisdom” in Age of Opportunity, (Phillipsburg, New Jersey: Presbyterian and Reformed
Publishing Company, 2001), 127.

FA M I LY L I F E M I N I S T R Y
Out of a desire to glorify God the mission of Fellowship Bible Church Family Life is to prepare and
equip family members within their God-given roles to pass their faith to the next generation and to
lead their family into a closer relationship with Jesus

JOHN AVERY

P a s t o r o f Fa m i l y L i f e
JohnA@fbcva.org
John graduated as a Bible Theology major from Moody Bible Institute
and is currently working on a Masters of Arts in Biblical Counseling. He
was a youth pastor for 30 years, with the past 17 years at FBC. John and
his wife Susan have been married for 31 years, have five adult children,
five grandchildren, and one more on the way. His desire is to see Christcentered marriages along with parents and grandparents being intentional
in the passing on of their faith in Christ to the next generation.

• We want to make it EASY for you to be intentional

»» Home Center in our lobby
• Contains free tools to help empower and encourage parents, grandparents, married
couples, and singles to be intentional in their family relationships.
»» You can also find all our resources at Fellowshipathome.org

• We want to make it MORE LIKELY you will be intentional

»» 120-Day Assessment and Plan
»» Two Church-wide Integrated “Focuses”
»» Faith Path Birthday coaching kits (you can sign up your kids today in the Home Center!)

T H R I V E
FALL FOCUS: “THRIVE: GOD’S WORD FOR LIFE”
• Event Agenda for the Focus:
•
•
•
•
•

September 7 - November 3 		
September 8				
September 13 - 15			
September 20 - 21			
October 26 - November 3		

THRIVE Sermon Series
Women of Fellowship “Interweave”
Youth Fall Retreat
THRIVE Seminar with Keith Ferrin
Global Church Week – “Established in the Word”

»» THRIVE resources and “Idea Cards” for your family to be intentional together with the Word
of God in your homes
»» Adult Learning Center class: “Having a Bible-Centered Family”

WINTER FOCUS: “IDENTITY AND SEXUALITY - A BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE”
»» Partnership with Biblical Counseling Ministry
»» February 1-2: Special Guest Speaker, Christopher Yuan (FSat, F1, F2, F3 worship services)
»» Resources for teaching our children biblical sexuality in the home
»» Resources for those in need of God’s wisdom and help in this area
»» Various venues and methods to present content on this topic
»» Adult Learning Center class: “Single and Parenting”

• Divorce Care for Adults and Divorce Care for Kids
»» Beginning every Wednesday in January

• Joy Ministry

»» Provides care and support to families who have children with special needs.
»» Includes a self-contained class during the 9:00am worship service with specially trained
volunteers to assist with the children, allowing for the parents to attend learning center
class and then attend the worship service knowing their kids are cared for and ministered to
weekly.

• Foster Care Ministry

»» FBC is a Foster Church one month out of the year.
»» Specific needs of this ministry are:
• Looking for foster parents
• Looking for foster care team members
• Taking supplies to foster families when needed (supplies will be provided)
• Help with foster care visitation at FBC

Two Helpful Resources:

HOW TO ENJOY READING YOUR BIBLE
by Keith Ferrin

Aimed at deepening your relationship with God, helping you focus more easily as you
read, remembering Scripture better, and most importantly, enjoying the Bible and its
Author more than you ever dreamed possible, this book shares the most helpful ideas
and habits you can start using today. You will find ten proven tips that are equally practical
whether you are a longtime Bible student or simply exploring what this life-changing book
is all about.
Includes Discussion Questions and Reading Suggestions for Small Groups.

LIKE ICE CREAM
by Keith Ferrin

What if passing on a love for Gods Word could be as natural and enjoyable
as passing on a love for ice cream?
It can be. When it comes to creating an environment in which the next generation is most
likely to fall in love with the Bible, the principles are surprisingly similar to the way a love
for ice cream gets passed on from generation to generation. Whether you are a parent,
grandparent, aunt, uncle - or anyone who cares deeply about the next generation - you
will find Like Ice Cream to be filled with encouragement and practical ideas you can start
using today.

NURSERY - 6TH GRADE

CHARLIE SPENCER
Pastor of Children’s Ministry
CharlieS@fbcva.org

Charlie received his Master of Arts in Christian Education (MACE) degree
from Dallas Theological Seminary. He has been a Children’s Pastor for 27
years, with the past 14 years at FBC. He and Sharon have been married
42 years and have three adult children and three grandchildren. Charlie’s
passion is to see children nurtured and trained in the Scriptures in order
for them to see their need for a Savior in Jesus Christ at an early age and
to become lifelong disciples of Christ.

Mission Statement: In KidZone, our purpose is to partner with parents
as they lead their children to know God, love God, and serve God.
KIDZONE NURSERY:
•

Tender care for newborns, infants, crawlers, and toddlers.
Sunday mornings at 9:00 and 10:45.

•

Story Hour/Little Lambs is an evangelistic program for two-year-olds, whose goal is to make God
known clearly and simply, using the stories and teachings of the Bible in a way that little children
can understand.

KIDZONE PRESCHOOL:
•

Age-appropriate worship and learning activities for two-, three-,
and four-year-old children. Sunday mornings at 9:00 and 10:45.
Two-year-olds:		
Three-year-olds:
Four-year-olds:

Genesis—Ruth
I Samuel—Malachi
Luke

NURSERY - 6TH GRADE

KIDZONE ELEMENTARY:
•

Learning center classes for all children kindergarten through sixth grade.
Sunday mornings at 9:00 and 10:45.
Kindergarten:

O.T. Heroes - Genesis to Jonah; N.T. Heroes - Gospels, Acts

1st Grade:

Discovering God’s Greatness: Lord’s Character & His Qualities

2nd Grade:

Treasuring the Bible: Purpose and Power of God’s Word

3rd Grade:

Serving the King:
Life and Ministry of Christ; Chronological Study of Four Gospels

4th Grade:

Transforming the World: Church’s Mission & Message - Acts

5th Grade:

O.T. 1&2: Making Sense of the Old Testament

6th Grade:

Jonah: Personal Bible Study Tools
Apologetics - Demolishing Strongholds; Philippians, Esther, Nehemiah

FELLOWSHIP SATURDAY CHILDREN’S MINISTRY:
Fellowship Saturday Children’s ministry launched in January of 2019 to meet the needs of a growing
FSat congregation. At FSat, kids have the opportunity to worship with their parents and other adults
at the start of the service, then are dismissed to Children’s Church before the sermon begins.
FSAT NURSERY/PRESCHOOL:
• FSat Nursery and Preschool provides a fun, nuturing space for little ones to learn about God and
interact with others through outdoor play, Bible stories, skits, and art. We follow the KidZone
Preschool Curriculum used on Sunday Mornings.
FSAT K-4TH GRADE:
• Kids K-4th grade all meet in one room and have a time of teaching, snack, and work together
on the weekly handout. This year we are working through the Jesus Storybook Bible curriculum
together. You can view a sample lesson and learn more about it by searching “The Jesus
Storybook Bible - Sally Lloyd-Jones” online.
The Jesus Storybook Bible tells that Story beneath all the stories in the Bible. From Noah to
Moses to the great King David, every story points to a Child. The one upon whom everything
would depend…
There are lots of stories in the Bible. But all the stories are telling one big story. The story of
how God loves his children and comes to rescue them.
The Jesus Storybook Bible invites children to discover for themselves the one who is at the
center of God’s great rescue story — and at the center of their story, too. Because the Bible
isn’t a book of rules. Or a book of heroes. The Bible is most of all a story. And at the center of
that story is a baby. And every single story in the Bible whispers his name.

We are a multigenerational ministryusing all ages to develop
worship leaders, and to
lead all into the presence
of our Heavenly Father.
With modern worship songs, fun motions, choreographed dance, drama, orange t-shirts, and
lots of energy, kids lead their peers into loving and adoring God. KidZone Worship allows kids
and teens (1st-12th grade) to build their confidence as young leaders while using their gifts
twice a month. Here’s the breakdown of how everyone is involved:
»» 1st-4th graders can join the upfront leaders in leading worship IF they wear their orange
KidZone Worship shirts.
»» 5th-6th graders are able and encouraged to lead Preschool worship twice a month.
»» 7th-8th graders are able and encouraged to lead K/2 worship twice a month.
»» 9th-12th graders lead 3rd-6th-grade worship twice a month.
»» Adults mentor in a specific age group on a weekly or twice a month basis. They stand in
the back and do the motions to help encourage the teen and young leaders.
»» Sunday mornings in Preschool-6th grade, members lead children in age-specific worship.
OTHER OPPORTUNITIES: KidZone Worship members can be a part of Follow the Star, our
Christmas outreach to the community, and can also perform in a spring musical.

KIDZONE WORSHIP PRACTICE: 1st and 3rd Wednesdays from 5:30-6:30

CLUB 56

A ministry designed especially for 5th and 6th graders.
“As a Fellowship 5th or 6th grader, we have a ministry designed specifically for you. Club 56 is an
exciting time of worship, relevant Bible teaching, small groups, games, food, fun, and an occasional
service opportunity to help meet the needs of others. We meet the first and third Wednesdays of
each month (unless otherwise noted) in the elementary area downstairs.
Please make plans to come and experience Club 56 for an exciting time designed to help you grow
in your relationship to the Lord and to each other! I’m looking forward to seeing you there!”

Pastor Charlie

Pastor of Children’s Ministry

1ST & 3RD WEDNESDAYS, 6:30-8:30pm
LOWER LEVEL ELEMENTARY AREA

o u r c h i l d r e n ’s m i n i s t r y s t a f f
CAROLINE LIEBERMAN

Preschool Director • CarolineL@fbcva.org

Wife of Jeff Lieberman for almost 30 years, mother of four children and grandmother to
the best granddaughter. Caroline has been involved in the children’s ministry at FBC for 21
years. After teaching in the two-year-old class for eight years, she became the Preschool
Coordinator in 2009. One of Caroline’s passions is providing a safe and welcoming place
for preschoolers to learn just how much Jesus loves them. It’s especially exciting for her to
partner with parents and volunteers on a weekly basis.

KAREN SANTMIER

Kidzone Worship Director • KarenS@fbcva.org

Lover of Jesus, married to her high school sweetheart, Scott Santmier. Mother of four
children and grandmother to four. Karen graduated from Shenandoah University with her
Bachelor’s of Music in Music Education, taught for three years in the public school setting
before deciding to stay home with her children. She volunteered at FBC in the children’s
worship setting for about six years before God opened doors to work part-time doing what
she absolutely loves! Worshipping the Lord is her passion, and leading children into the
presence of the Lord is the best!

TARA JONES

Nursery Director • TaraJ@fbcva.org

Wife of Joshua Jones, and mother of three beautiful and rowdy children (Josiah, Eli, and
Addison). Tara has been a member of FBC since 2004 and has served in children’s ministry
since the beginning. God allowed her to stop working as a school counselor in 2007 to
stay home with her children. In 2012, Tara began working part-time for FBC as the Nursery
Coordinator. Her passion is watching children fall in love with Jesus!

ANNIE JONES

Nursery & Preschool Coordinator (FSat) • AnnieJ@fbcva.org

Annie is married to husband John Mark, and they have four children (three of whom are
teenagers!). As the nursery and preschool coordinator for Fellowship Saturday, she is
able to get her “baby fix” by loving on and sharing Jesus with some super sweet babies,
toddlers, and preschoolers every week. Annie desires to provide a nurturing atmosphere
for the little ones in her care so that all members of the family can have a positive, faithbuilding experience. This position has been a blessing to Annie and her daughters who
jump at the chance to serve alongside her each Saturday.

ANGIE LEMAY

Administrative Assistant - Children & Youth Ministries • AngieL@fbcva.org

Angie is married to Tim and they have three adult children, Lauren, Ashley, and Drew.
Angie is the Children’s and Youth Ministry Administrative Assistant. Angie is responsible
for coordinating events, keeping track of the little people that walk through our doors, and
making sure everyone has signed their permission slips. Angie has lived in other states
but calls Virginia her home. She loves the NFC, hiking with her family, gravy and spending
quiet time with Jesus every morning.

7TH - 12TH GRADE

DENNIS MCNUTT

Pastor of Student Ministry
DennisM@fbcva.org
Dennis joined the FBC staff in January of 2017 after having attended for 17
years serving in various roles. He is married to Ivette and has five children.
Previously he worked for a local manufacturer as an Energy and Facilities
Manager and served in the U.S. Navy as a nuclear operator.
Dennis’ prayer for our students is that they would know the love of Christ. His
hope for the youth ministry is that we would be characterized by the simple
Christianity stated in 1 John 3:23 - that we would “believe in the name of His
Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as He has commanded us.”

COURTNEY PANTALENA

Director of Student Ministry & Discipleship
CourtneyP@fbcva.org
Courtney began attending FBC when she was nine years old. It was through
FBC that she first heard the gospel and placed her trust in Christ for
forgiveness. She grew up in the youth group under Mike Lukens and John
Avery. Courtney graduated from Moody Bible Institute in 2008 with a B.A.
in Bible/Youth Ministry and from Liberty Baptist Theological Seminary with
an M.A. in Pastoral Counseling in 2010. She was hired as Director of Student
Ministries and Discipleship in July of 2014 and considers it a privilege to
serve in the same church that discipled her while growing up.

CALEB PEARSON

Director of Student Ministry & Discipleship
CalebP@fbcva.org
Caleb has been a member of FBC for his entire life. His passion for ministry
in response to the gospel rests in simply being a vehicle for the Holy Spirit.
A voice for the unborn and a resource for those both young at heart and in
their faith, he is fueled by the forever standing of God’s word (Isaiah 40) and
the joyous privilege it is to suffer for Christ’s name (James 1). He is a zealous
teacher, knows a tremendous amount about the TV show Lost, and enjoys
finding Jesus in the entertainment industry.

our purpose

7TH - 12TH GRADE

FBC STUDENT MINISTRIES

Our student ministry seeks to be a resource for
parents in the discipleship of their students.
• First, this involves providing venues for supplementing the parent’s education of
students in biblical truths.
•  Second, we provide parents a context they can use to offer their students an
experience of Christian community, worship, and fellowship where relationships with
peers are built around learning to spur one another on to love and good deeds.
• Finally, our student ministry provides opportunities for students to exercise their faith
in evangelism, missions, and service.

student ministry teams.
Providing students opportunities to exercise their faith through SERVICE

STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAM
Members of this team are selected through an application and interview process. They
will attend twice per month leadership training and given other opportunities to help them learn
leadership principles. Each student will serve as a leader of one of the teams within student
ministries. Dennis McNutt will be working directly with this team of students with the goal of
equipping and discipling them as leaders.
STUDENT MINISTRY TEAMS
All students within our body will be given opportunities and are encouraged to participate
on a ministry team. Each team will have its own unique role and requirements necessary to fulfill it’s
mission. Meeting times and frequency will vary by team based on the need.
ADULT MENTORS
Each Student ministry team will have an adult assigned as a mentor. These adults will assist in
shepherding and coaching the student leader and team as they seek to serve the body.
POTENTIAL MINISTRY TEAMS:
• Worship/Band
• Tech Team
• Outreach
• Prayer

•
•
•
•

Missions
Discipleship
Media/Creative Arts
Publications/Marketing

• Greeting/Assimilation
• Event Planning

7TH - 12TH GRADE

SUNDAY
MORNING
LEARNING
CENTER

9:00 AM

10:45 AM

7th/8th GRADE
Year A: OT Survey
Year B: NT Survey

7th/8th GRADE
Year A: OT Survey
Year B: NT Survey

9th/10th GRADE
Year A: Identity in Christ
Year B: Worldview/Apologetics

9th/12th GRADE
Year A: Identity in Christ

11th/12th GRADE
Year A: Gospel of John
Year B: Romans

*Discipleship – HS students meeting with MS students for mentoring and discipleship Sundays at 9:00am.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP
SMALL GROUPS: Providing our students an opportunity to participate in
			
Christian community.
PARENT NOTE: Help be a part of building strong relationships in your student’s
small group by coordinating activities outside of normal meeting times.

LARGE GROUPS: Providing our students an opportunity to participate in
			
our own “local church.”
• This body of believers has its own student leadership team and worship team,
and gives students opportunities to serve, be connected, and be encouraged.
• Lessons will be more topical, with frequent lessons from Psalms.

7TH - 12TH GRADE

student events.
• Some are outreach focused, others are relationship building, and some are instructional.
Often there can be a cost associated with these. Please do not let cost be a prohibiting
factor; scholarships are available (contact Dennis).
• PARENTS: Stay aware of and connected to these opportunities. Often additional
volunteers are needed to help with these events, which allows you to demonstrate the
value of volunteer service to your student.

Find all your next steps here

Our central hub is purposed to make your life easier and help you stay connected both in worship
and during the week. It’s the nucleus for everything happening at Fellowship. It functions just like
an app, but works on your phone, tablet, or desktop computer.
Swipe or scroll to sign up to serve, register for events, see the calendar, give online, listen to past
sermons and ALC classes. You can even take sermon notes in worship, access a digital bulletin,
and sign up for a small group. All in the same place.

FELLOWSHIP BIBLE CHURCH
hello@fbcva.org
FBC Info FBCVA.ORG
Next Steps FBCVA.LIFE

facebook.com/FellowshipBibleVA
Instagram @fellowshipbiblechurch
3217 Middle Road, Winchester, VA 22602
(540) 662-7743

