
identity & sexuality
a biblical perspective

A Contrasted Glossary:
World’s Perspective vs. Biblical Perspective

Many Christians are not sure how to discuss 
sexual orientation and gender identity or 
expression. We have included terms and 

definitions from a widely accepted secular 
source (Human Rights Campaign, an 

advocacy group for LGBTQ+), and compared 
those with an in-house biblical perspective.

World’s Perspective Source: www.hrc.org
Biblical Perspective Source: FBC Family Focus Team



TERM WORLD’S PERSPECTIVE BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE
Ally A person who is not LGBTQ 

but shows support for 
LGBTQ people.

Someone who supports 
sexual identities, behaviors 
and preferences at odds 
with what God teaches is 
acceptable.

Androgynous Identifying and/or presenting 
as neither male nor female.

Male or female attempting to 
wear hair, dress and appear 
as if they are neither male nor 
female, but rather neuter.

Asexual The lack of sexual desire or 
attraction for other people.

One type of eunuch; person 
without sexual interest.

Bisexual A person emotionally, 
romantically or sexually 
attracted to more than one 
sex, though not necessarily 
simultaneously or always in 
the same way or to the same 
degree.

A person whose objects of 
sexual lust or other sexual sin 
include both male and female 
persons.

A BRIEF INTRODUCTION

At FBC, we adopt the Biblical framework that God created both male 
and female. Both sexes express the different unique characteristics of God 
because we are made in his image.

We accept that because of the fall, we all struggle with the flesh (sinful 
desires), and our sexuality has become subject to sinful desires. We hold to 
the Biblical definition of marriage between one man and one woman and the 
Biblical understanding that sexual union is a good thing created by God for 
marriage. We accept that same-sex attraction and opposite attraction are 
both experiences that should come under God’s boundaries and his design 
for sexual purity.

Ultimately, our identity is not found in our sexual attractions, but in Christ. 
By recognizing that Christ is our identity, all of our sexual expressions should 
stem from God’s stated design and created order.



TERM WORLD’S PERSPECTIVE BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE
Cisgender Term describing a person 

whose gender identity 
aligns with those typically 
associated with the sex 
assigned to them at birth.

A male or female who sees 
themselves as what God 
designed them to be – male 
seeing self as male or 
female seeing self as female. 
(“Normal gender identity.”)

Closeted Describes an LGBTQ+ 
person who has not 
disclosed to others their 
gender identity or sexual 
orientation.

Person who struggles with 
repetitive pattern distorted 
sexual thoughts and impulses 
which they tell no one about.

Coming Out The process by which a 
person first acknowledges 
and accepts their sexual 
orientation or gender identity 
and begins to share it with 
others. 

A person who, on the basis of 
their attractions, temptations 
or behaviors identifies as 
homosexual or other sexually 
disordered state and openly 
communicates the same to 
others.

Gay A person emotionally, 
romantically or sexually 
attracted to members of the 
same sex.

Man or woman whose sexual 
and romantic interests lie 
exclusively with people of 
their same sex. Homosexual.

Gender 
Dysphoria

Clinically significant distress 
caused when a person’s 
birth gender is not the 
same as the one with which 
they identify. According to 
the American Psychiatric 
Association DSM-V, the term 
replaces Gender Identity 
Disorder and “is intended 
to better characterize the 
experiences of affected 
children, adolescents and 
adults.”

Male who feels like a poor 
representation of a male 
or female who feels like a 
poor representation of a 
female, and who decides that 
they feel more comfortable 
thinking of themselves as 
the gender opposite of what 
God made them. Recognized 
by psychologists and 
psychiatrists in the DSM as 
a disorder until 2014, after 
which it was reframed as 
“dysphoria.”
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TERM WORLD’S PERSPECTIVE BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE
Gender-
Expansive

Conveys a wider, more 
flexible range of gender 
identity and or expression 
than typically associated with 
the binary gender system.

Thinking of oneself as 
something other than God’s 
design: a male created for 
celibacy or a lifelong marriage 
commitment to one female, 
or a female created for 
celibacy or a lifelong marriage 
commitment to a male. 

Gender 
Expression

External appearance of 
one’s gender identity, usually 
expressed through behavior, 
clothing, haircut, or voice, 
and which may or may not 
conform to socially defined 
behaviors and characteristics 
typically associated with 
being either male or female.

How a person conducts and 
presents themselves on the 
outside (clothing, hair, voice 
inflections, manly or feminine 
traits, etc.) as male or female.

Gender-fluid According to the Oxford 
English Dictionary, a person 
who does not identify with 
a single fixed gender; of or 
relating to a person having or 
expressing a fluid or unfixed 
gender identity.

A person who does not 
accept that God has made 
them either (and only) male 
or female, as corresponds to 
their  God-given reproductive 
organs and chromosomal 
pattern (XX or XY).

Gender 
Identity

One’s innermost concept 
of self as male, female, a 
blend of both, or neither – 
how individuals perceive 
themselves and what they 
call themselves. One’s 
gender identity can be the 
same or different from their 
sex assigned at birth.

The way a person conceives 
of themselves, as either 
male, made by God for His 
purposes and glory, or as 
female, made by God for His 
purposes and glory.  Properly, 
each man or each woman 
should see themselves as 
they are biologically.
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TERM WORLD’S PERSPECTIVE BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE
Gender Non-
Conforming

A broad term referring to 
people who do not behave 
in a way that conforms to 
the traditional expectations 
of their gender, or whose 
gender expression does not 
fit neatly into a category.

A male who lives like a female 
or a female who lives like 
a male, or a person who 
steps outside of sexually 
determinative roles.  Instead, 
they reject any biblical 
or cultural norm for their 
sex/gender and deny any 
assigned pattern as proper.

Genderqueer Genderqueer people 
typically reject notions of 
static categories of gender 
and embrace a fluidity of 
gender identity and often, 
though not always, sexual 
orientation. People who 
identify as genderqueer 
may see themselves as 
being both male and female, 
neither male nor female, or 
as falling completely outside 
those categories.

Nonsense term used of 
people whose personal sense 
of gender fluctuates on a 
continuum between male and 
female and whose sexual or 
romantic interests may vary 
between male and female.  
We use the term “nonsense” 
because this male or female 
says I am not male or female 
or I am both male and female, 
which is not sensible (other 
than intersex).

Gender 
Transition

The process by which some 
people strive to more closely 
align their internal knowledge 
of gender with its outward 
appearance. Some people 
socially transition, whereby 
they might begin dressing 
using names and pronouns, 
and/or be socially recognized 
as another gender. Others 
undergo physical transitions 
in which they modify their 
bodies through medical 
interventions (such as 
hormones, surgery, etc.).

Attempting through socially 
outward means such as 
clothes and hair and voice 
and name or through medical 
means like hormones or 
sexual organ surgery to 
appear to change one’s 
external identity from male 
to female or female to 
male.  Those who do so say 
that they are attempting to 
correlate their outside with 
“what they have always felt 
like on the inside.”  This effort 
is based on denying God’s 
sovereign assignment of sex.
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Intersex An umbrella term used to 

describe a wide range of 
natural bodily variations. In 
some cases, these traits are 
visible at birth, and in others, 
they are not apparent until 
puberty. Some chromosomal 
variations of this type may 
not be physically apparent 
at all.

A very small percentage of 
people who are born with 
internal and/or external 
sexual organs and/or 
chromosomes both male 
and female, so that gender 
must be decided by parents 
and physicians. Sometimes 
formerly “hermaphrodite.”

Lesbian A woman who is emotionally, 
romantically or sexually 
attracted to other women.

Female homosexual.

LGBTQ* An acronym for “lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender, and 
queer.”

Acronym for all disordered 
approaches to sexual identity 
and sexual orientation.

Living Openly A state in which LGBTQ 
people are comfortably out 
about their sexual orientation 
or gender identity – where 
and when it feels appropriate 
to them.

A term describing persons 
who are open and 
unashamed about living an 
identity or sexuality contrary 
to God’s design (opposite of 
closeted). Disordered.

Non-binary Adjective describing a 
person who does not 
identify exclusively as a 
man or woman. Non-binary 
people may identify as being 
both a man and a woman, 
somewhere in between, or 
as falling completely outside 
these categories. Some also 
identify as transgender, but 
not all non-binary people do.

People who see sexual 
identity (who am I) and 
sexual orientation (attraction, 
romantic interests) as 
something other than, “And 
He made them male and 
female.” Genesis 1:26. 
Similar to gender fluid & 
genderqueer.

*Often includes a + sign at the end (as LGBTQ+), to include by implication 58 disorders 
of sexual identity and orientation such as pansexual, questioning, transsexual, etc.
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Outing Exposing someone’s lesbian, 

gay, bisexual, or transgender 
identity to others without 
their permission. Outing 
someone can have 
serious repercussions on 
employment, economic 
stability, personal safety, or 
religious or family situations.

Communicating without a 
person’s permission their 
interest in, activities in, 
identity with or orientation 
towards a sexually disordered 
state.  For example, telling 
others that someone is 
homosexual or identifying 
as another sex without their 
permission.

Pansexual Describes someone who has 
the potential for emotional, 
romantic, or sexual 
attraction to people of any 
sex though not necessarily 
simultaneously, in the same 
way, or to the same degree.

With respect to sexual 
interest and activity, similar 
to bisexual, non-binary or 
genderqueer in that they 
are open to sexual activity 
with persons who are male 
or female or who regard 
themselves as none of the 
above.

Queer A term people often use 
to express fluid identities 
and orientations. Often 
used interchangeably with 
“LGBTQ.”

Identifying with one or more 
of the disordered sexual 
states. Often interchangeable 
with LGBTQ.

Questioning A term used to describe 
people who are in the 
process of exploring their 
sexual orientation or gender 
identity.

People trying to find out if 
they might like to consider 
themselves to be one of 
the disordered identity or 
orientation states.

Sex assigned 
at birth

The sex (male or female) 
given to a child at birth, most 
often based on the child’s 
external anatomy. This is 
also referred to as “assigned 
sex at birth.”

Male or female sex and 
gender of a person as 
determined by the delivering 
physician’s observation of 
genitalia and/or those in 
attendance.
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TERM WORLD’S PERSPECTIVE BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE
Sexual 
Orientation

An enduring emotional, 
romantic or sexual attraction 
to other people.

The direction a person’s 
romantic interests lie – 
towards women or men, and 
toward opposite sex or same 
sex.

Transgender An umbrella term for people 
whose gender identity and/
or expression is different 
from cultural expectations 
based on the sex they were 
assigned at birth.  Being 
transgender does not 
imply any specific sexual 
orientation. Therefore 
transgender people may 
identify as straight, gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, etc.

A person who feels as though 
they are a gender different 
than the one they were born 
as.  A woman or girl who 
“feels inside” that she is really 
a male.  A man or boy who 
“feels inside” that he really 
is a female.  Denies God’s 
sovereign choice of them as 
female or male in favor of the 
gender they “really” think they 
are. “Identity” of a gender 
dysphoric person.


