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VILLAGE VOICES
STRAIGHT FROM THE HART
By Rev. Dr. Robert Hartwell

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
•

In-person services:
Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.
and Sundays at 9 a.m.
and 10:45 a.m.

•

For those who can’t join
us in-person:
Live Stream worship at
VLC-NY.org. or
FaceBook Live

•

Prayer Conference call
continues on Tuesdays at
6 p.m. The call-in
number is
(1) 732-434-3982.

“To Know, Live and Share the Love of Christ!”
(The Mission Statement of Village Lutheran Church and The Chapel School)
I am currently working with our Ministry Clarity Co-Directors, Chris Gleason
and Kim Zwisdak, and Consultant Rev. Billy Brath from LCEF, as we lead the
congregation through a Ministry Clarity Process (strategic plan) designed to
help our church and ministries come out strong after the pandemic.
I continue to review the elements of
our Mission Statement, which is the
primary guiding directive for our
ministry. You are probably familiar
that the mission for both our church
and school is “to know, live and share
the love of Christ.” We continue with
the second part, “to live.”
“To live” the love of Christ results from “knowing” and experiencing the love
and forgiveness of Jesus. Like a well-watered and sun-saturated tree that
produces fruit (Jeremiah 17:8), our lives are nurtured and guided by His Word,
our source and norm of faith and life (2 Timothy 3:15–17). We take God’s Word
seriously, seeking not only to hear His word but also to “live” it (Luke
11:28). This “living” is best summarized in Jesus’ teaching to “love your
neighbor as yourself” (Mark 12:31). Just as God acts on our behalf, so we are
called to act on behalf of others. Such an understanding reflects both God’s
guiding hand and our gifts and talents (1 Corinthians 12:4-6). It is not a
uniform life observed by a predesigned list of dos and don’ts. Instead, it is a
unique reflection of God’s power in the way that we live. A God-pleasing life
may not always reflect popular human thinking (Isaiah 55:8), but comes to us
with the authority of God (Mark 1:21–22).
Does your life feel like a “a well-watered and sun-saturated tree that produces
fruit”? In humility you may respond, “No.” However, God is working in us
through His Word. Each day I see and interact with so many adults and
children that are committed to living as God directs. In our anxious and often
fractured times, living according to God’s will with a deep love for our
neighbors is a needed goal more than ever. True to our calling, our ministries
and programs support many individuals and families in living as God directs.
May God help us to create and sustain programs and ministry plans that keep
this a priority. A thought about Mission Clarity and our priority to live the love
of Christ that is straight from the Hart.
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VLC WORSHIP UPDATES

All worshippers should continue wearing face coverings during the entire service
and maintain social distancing. Although a portion of our community has been
vaccinated, precautions are still necessary. It is possible to become infected after being vaccinated and many have still not
been vaccinated.
For this reason, we also ask that worshippers exit the church in a timely fashion and enjoy fellowship outside on the great
porch after services. This provides a safer environment and allows the sanctuary to be cleaned promptly.
We appreciate your patience. As we near the end of the pandemic, we may be growing weary of pandemic precautions, yet
love for neighbor compels us to make safety for everyone our top priority. As Jesus reminds us, "Whatever you do for the
least of these, my brothers and sisters, you do for me." (Matthew 26:40)
STREAMING UPDATE: VLC is Ready to Live-Stream Worship! Beginning 5/1, we will use newly upgraded video and
sound capability to live-stream all of our worship services. The live stream can be accessed through our website
(VLC-NY.ORG) or Facebook Live, and will replace the pre-recorded services introduced during the pandemic. This means
that you can tune in live (Saturday at 5:30 p.m., Sunday at 9:00 & 10:45 a.m.) or view an archived copy at a later time. As
we emerge from the pandemic, this system provides an ongoing in-home option for those who cannot attend church in
person. It will also allow anyone who is not in the area to take part virtually in our worship and special events such as First
Communion, Confirmation and holiday services.
A Memorial Service for Bob Roberts will be held at VLC on Saturday 5/1 at 2:00 p.m. We will include music that Bob
specially requested and give thanks for his life in our community of faith. The service will be live-streamed for those who
cannot attend in person. https://tinyurl.com/3zexxbaz
First Communion will be celebrated on Sunday 5/2 at the 10:45 a.m. service. Please note that our new live-streaming
capability allows family and friends to view the service remotely if they are unable to attend.
https://tinyurl.com/5adp9v4a

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY/ LWML
3rd Saturday of the month
9:00 – 10:30 a.m.
The Women's Bible Study/LWML Society will meet on Saturday
5/15 in-person in the Multi-Purpose Room, with the
option to participate via Zoom or teleconference. We
will continue to use the text Just Enough Light for the Step
I'm On, Trusting God in the Tough Times by Stormie
Omartian. We will be discussing "Maintaining a Passion
for the Present" and "Moving into Your Future", perfect
topics as we emerge from this pandemic. Please read
Chapters 20 and 21 ahead of time in preparation for our
discussions. We also ask you to bring your recommendations for
possible topics for our next study. If you plan to join us in person, please
wear a mask.
To login via Zoom:
Go to https://zoom.us/s/5013757293
There is no password.
To call in via telephone:
Call 929-205-6099
If asked for a meeting identification number, please use 5013757293.
If you are new to our study or have any questions please contact
Deacon Wendy at 914-391-9356 or Terry Vidal at
terry.n.vidal@gmail.com.
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Our Prayer Conference call continues
each week on Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m.
Join Pastor Hartwell and Minister of
Music Deb Reiss for quiet reflective
prayer as we join together in thanking
God for the blessings He provides and
lifting up the needs of the world and our
prayer lines during the pandemic.
The call-in number is (1) 732-434-3982.
If you have any prayer requests, please
fill out the reverse side of the Attendance
Form at in-person worship or contact
Kim Rapillo, Church Office
Administrative Assistant, at
914-337-0207 x1003 or
KRapillo@VLC-NY.org.
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VLC MUSIC MINISTRY 2020

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES

Cherub Choir is here to sing... and we would love for
you to join us! Cherub Choir is for children in preschool
through 2nd grade. We will be hosting sing-alongs on
Zoom every 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month. Email
Kate Marino at KMarino@TheChapelSchool.org to
receive the Zoom link for each meeting. We can’t wait to
see you!
Youth & High School Choir – For information regarding
Youth Choir and High School Choir, please email Hannah
Pitman at HPitman@TheChapelSchool.org. We will have
a Google Classroom for all announcements.
Village Bells continue to rehearse on Wednesdays at
6:30 p.m. and will ring in worship on Pentecost Sunday
5/23. We will be off Wednesday 5/26.
Pianists and other instrumental soloists of all ages
are encouraged to share their gifts in worship. Please
contact Deb Reiss at 914-337-0207 x1018 or
DReiss@VLC-NY.org to make arrangements.

The Mount Vernon
Soup Kitchen: We
will be providing the entire meal on the second and fourth
Wednesday of each month. Our next dates are 5/12 and
5/26. Please sign up in advance to choose your volunteer
date and food item and then pick up an aluminum tray
(from the back of the church or Reception Area), prepare
the food at home, and drop off at church between 12:00 and
1:00 p.m. on your assigned day. To volunteer or get more
information, please contact Nelly Palumbo at 347-538-2909
or NPalumbo@TheChapelSchool.org.
Visit: https://tinyurl.com/Cooking2021 to sign up.
ECAP: A drive thru drop-off collection of non-perishable
food items will take place on the 3rd Thursday of each
month, to benefit ECAP. The next contact-free event will
take place on 5/20. Donations will be placed in the open
car trunks in the Concordia parking lot from 12:00 to 1 p.m.
Questions? Contact Nelly Palumbo at
NPalumbo@TheChapelSchool.org.
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY: Prayer Shawls
are hand made and bring solace to anyone
that has been injured, or is recovering from
surgery. A prayer shawl brings cheer to the
recipient because it lets them know they are
remembered in prayer. If you know someone who could use
the comfort and warmth a prayer shawl provides, please
contact Kim Rapillo at 914-337-0207 x1003 or
KRapillo@VLC-NY.org.

“Catch a Lift” is an initiative at VLC/TCS that offers free rides to church worship through The
Bronxville Taxi Company (1 Depot Plaza, Bronxville, NY 10708; 914-337-8311). Participants
can simply stop by the Taxi Company at the Bronxville Train Station or call and arrange a lift to
church. Tell the dispatcher or taxi driver that this is a Village Lutheran Church “Catch a Lift”
ride and there is no cost. The cost of “Catch a Lift” is covered by the grant directed by a generous
church family.

VLC YOUTH 2021
VOYAGERS Grades 3 – 6
Join the fun at Voyagers! We will continue our virtual meetings via Zoom on 5/6, 5/20, and 5/27 from 6–6:30 p.m. If you
would like to receive the craft materials for our meetings and/or if you are not on our email list and would like to be added
for the Zoom link, please contact Erika Schultz at tyandbash@aol.com or 914-414-5542.

LIFERS Grades 7 – 8
Contact Sarah Nunes at SNunes@VLC-NY.org with any questions or concerns.

LIFERS & CRUSADERS Grades 7 – 12
Donuts and Discussions: We will meet virtually on Sundays 5/2, 5/16, 5/23 and 5/30 at 12 p.m. via Zoom. The Zoom
info will be provided to Lifers and Crusaders via text and email. If you would like to be included on our email chain please
contact Pastor Geminn at SGeminn@VLC-NY.org.
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FOCUS ON WORSHIP
By Deborah Reiss

This stained glass window is of the prophet Isaiah by Marc Chagall, part of a set
created for the Union Church in Pocantico Hills, NY. Critics have noted that
Chagall’s stained glass works are really intricate paintings done on glass instead
of canvas. From what I have read, Chagall was pleased to have viewers interpret
and react to the imagery in their own way. Our dear friend Carolyn Driessnack
led tours of the church for many years and thoroughly enjoyed sharing the art
with visitors and observing their responses. Although the church is currently
closed, I look forward to being able to go back for a long look at each window. In
the meantime, even a reproduction of the work provides much food for thought.
Isaiah is an extremely long and complex book of the Bible, including many of the
most vivid and poignant Messianic prophecies. The central theme of this window
is the prophet himself and the description of the way he was called by God
(chapter 6). Isaiah was overwhelmed as the Lord appeared to him in all His
glory, saying that “the train of his robe filled the temple.” Chagall creates a distilled sense of God’s presence by
the sun-like orb in the upper left-hand corner and the radiating yellow prisms coming toward the prophet.
Though it may be hard to see in this version, there are also two winged creatures on either side of the orb,
representing two of the seraphim who were crying “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full
of his glory.”
In reaction to this vision, Isaiah cried out “Woe is me!” He knew from the writings of Moses that God had
declared, “no one may see me and live” (Exodus 33:20). He was also acutely aware of his own sinfulness as well
as that of the whole community. God responded to Isaiah’s fear and addressed the problem of sin. Chagall shows
us this wonder by placing in the center with Isaiah a larger seraph, who has taken a live coal from the altar and
brought it to Isaiah’s lips as a sign of purification. God now declares to Isaiah, “Your guilt is taken away and your
sin atoned for.” This dramatic revelation to the prophet around 700 B.C. foreshadows the redeeming work that
would be ultimately fulfilled by the coming Messiah, Jesus. In fact, the apostle Peter had almost the same
experience when Jesus called him to catch people instead of fish. Luke 5 describes the miraculous catch of fish
that revealed to Peter that Jesus was divine. He also was afraid to be in Jesus’ presence as a sinful man. And yet,
Jesus told him not to be afraid and indicated that Peter was being called to carry out God’s work, as was Isaiah
long before.
We find one other figure in the window at the lower left − a bird seeming to rise up towards Isaiah and the
seraph, possibly a dove. Isaiah does not write about a bird in chapter 6, or in any other part of his prophecy as
far as I know. Chagall was a Jewish man steeped in the language of the Bible. In the Torah, there are two distinct
references to a dove. The first is the dove released by Noah to see whether the flood waters had receded. This
brings to mind the original story of creation and the promise of restoration after the flood. The second is that
the dove is a sacrificial animal, especially for the poor. Bringing a dove (or pigeon) to the temple as a burnt
offering was part of the purification ritual for a new mother. This is exactly what Luke describes Mary and
Joseph doing when they bring Jesus to the temple. We also now associate the dove
with the Holy Spirit, who appeared in that form when Jesus was baptized. While we
cannot be sure what Chagall had in mind, I would agree with an author I read
recently that artistic creations can and do express God’s truth, even beyond what
the human creator might have thought. “The whole earth is full of His glory!”
MAY 1-2: 5th Sunday of Easter
First Communion 10:45a.m. Service
MAY 8-9: 6th Sunday of Easter
Mother’s Day
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MAY 15-16: Ascension Observed
MAY 22-23: Pentecost
MAY 29-30: Trinity Sunday
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PENTECOST PIANO RECITAL
A

benefit concert for The Chapel School

by Matthew Martinez

May 2021

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A MEMBER?
PASTOR GEMINN WILL BE HOSTING A NEW MEMBER
OPEN HOUSE ON WEDNESDAY MAY 5TH FROM
7:00-8:30PM VIA ZOOM.

Sunday, May 23rd
Two Performances

3:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.
$20/adult, $10/child (up to 18)
This is a special opportunity to hear live music in our
beautiful sanctuary as one of our very own teachers
uses his musical gifts in support of the school. Piano
favorites, including music of Debussy, Chopin,
Rachmaninoff, Brahms, and the Pachelbel Canon.
ORDER ONLINE:
https://tinyurl.com/May23Piano
ORDER BY MAIL:
Download the order form (www.vlc-ny.org)
or pick up a copy at the Reception table at church.

THIS EVENT IS INTENDED FOR THOSE WHO MAY BE
INTERESTED IN BECOMING MEMBERS OF VILLAGE
LUTHERAN CHURCH AND/OR HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT THE
LUTHERAN FAITH.

IF YOU’D LIKE TO ATTEND PLEASE EMAIL PASTOR GEMINN
@: SGEMINN@VLC-NY.ORG

Limited Seating.
Purchase tickets in advance online or by mail.
If space is still available on the day of the recital,
tickets will be available at the door for $25.

172 White Plains Road ■ Bronxville, NY 10708 ■ www.VLC-NY.org

VLC BLOOD DRIVE
On Saturday 4/10 Village Lutheran Church and The Chapel School
partnered with New York Blood Center to hold a blood drive.
Members of the community came together to donate during a time
when the blood supply was already critically low. Our sincerest thank
you to our donors, volunteers, and members of the community for
helping us to host a phenomenal blood drive. Our drive generated 46
lifesaving donations, which has the potential to save 138 lives! This is
such a great turnout and will truly help so many in need.

Bronxville Interfaith
Prayer Service
in honor of
The National Day of Prayer
Thursday 5/6 at 9:00 a.m.
on the front steps of
The Bronxville Village Hall
Hosted and lead
by Bronxville-area clergy
All Are Welcome!
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THE CHAPEL SCHOOL NEWS
By Principal Michael Schultz

May NEWS @ TCS!

Broadway Superstar Sierra Boggess Becomes Part of The Chapel School’s World!

Thanks to TCS’s partnership with Concordia Conservatory and a grant from The Blue Ribbon Foundation,
members of the cast of TCS’s Virtual Spring Musical were treated to an afternoon with Broadway’s Little
Mermaid, Sierra Boggess. She shared with cast members all about getting into character and learning the
wonderful score … and even gave specific pointers to some brave leads, who took the chance to sing for her.
Remote and In-Person Learners are tightening up rehearsals as they prepare to start filming in the coming
weeks, with an anticipated video Spring Musical showing in early June.
TCS 2021 Gathering-Of-Friends Spring Festival, Saturday 5/15: Join us! Tickets are on sale now. See page 7
for more information on how you can help.
https://www.gathering-of-friends.org/
TCS 2021 Golf Outing at Siwanoy, Monday 5/24: Sign up today! See newsletter insert for more details.
https://vlcny.ejoinme.org/tcsgolf2021
TCS Summer Program 2021, 6/14 – 8/13: Registration is open!
https://chapelschoolsummercamp.teampages.com/
Please watch your emails for ENROLLMENT REMINDERS and send in your Tuition Agreements and select a
FACTS Payment Plan for 2021-2022 if you have not already done so.
The Chapel School Offering Recipients
MAY/JUNE: Wildlife Conservation Society (SL2 Project – Ava Al-Omoush and Jillian Rooney).

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
Sunday School is being offered remotely to families at home. Children who attend in-person
services are invited to pick up an activity kit with a snack, coloring sheet and related material on
the Sunday School theme of the day. If you have any questions, please contact Superintendent
Sarah Gleason at chrisnysarah@netscape.net or 914-610-0822.
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Recently I have gone down the rabbit hole of researching the history, culture, and people that
Jesus grew up around; it has been fascinating to say the least. The more I learn the more I
understand why Jesus did what He did in the gospels. For example, Nazareth was not simply a
small village closed off from the rest of the world — it was a suburb of the capital city of
Sepphoris in Galilee. Sepphoris was known for being a cosmopolitan city filled with all kinds of people. It was in this city that both
Joseph and Jesus probably worked as laborers or carpenters. There was always work there because in 4 BCE, the Romans came in
and laid waste to Sepphoris and the surrounding villages in response to a Jewish revolt. A year later when Herod Antipas
returned to the area and became tetrarch over Galilee, he decided to rebuild the city. This rebuilding spanned numerous decades.
In Sepphoris, Jesus would have interacted with and come to know all kinds of people, as well as their trials and tribulations. He
would have been aware of the rather brutal and corrupt king that Herod Antipas was, hence His passionate reaction to the news
that Herod was looking for Him. Having seen first-hand what Herod’s rule did to the people, Jesus had good reason to call him a
fox. Jesus also would have witnessed the brutality of the Romans. During the rebellion in 4 BCE, not only were various villages
destroyed, but thousands of people in Galilee and Judea were also taken into slavery or crucified... a threat that continued to loom
thereafter.
What we can deduce is that Jesus grew up in the midst of a severely traumatized people. As a child, it was probably not abnormal
for Him to see persons crucified and rotting away on crosses as He traveled on various roads like the one from Nazareth to
Sepphoris. He may have even had family members who were enslaved or crucified. Therefore when He speaks of going to the
Cross, it may not be so much a “glorious” prediction as a stark and realistic understanding of who He was up against. He saw how
it ended for so many of His people... why would it be any different for Him?
Jesus would have known His people’s pain quite well. In part, this is probably what prompted to Him do the things that He did
and say the things that He said. His conflicts with the Pharisees, the scribes, and the Herodians were influenced by how they
treated those around them. Instead of being gracious to the people and amending the Torah to relieve them of their debts and
poverty, they only cared about maintaining their political and social control. Simply put, Jesus of Nazareth wasn’t having it.
Throughout history, speaking truth to power within a culture that values secrecy and personal gain at the expense of “the other”
has typically resulted in rejection and/or death. It was no different for Jesus of Nazareth, and so the fact that He did it anyway is a
testament to the great love He had for others — a love that is stronger than death. May we embody such love every day!
In Christ,
Pastor Geminn+

Do you want to donate to help make our Spring
Festival as successful as it can be?
Please visit: tinyurl.com/2021AmazonList
Many levels of donations are available for individuals or
groups. All proceeds will go towards putting together auction
prizes for our Spring Festival. If you or someone you know
would like to be an event sponsor or are willing to donate a stay
in your timeshare, golf membership, or other unique
experience, please contact Kim Z. at 914-337-3202 x1040.
Volunteers are always needed so if you would like to be a part
of our team please let us know. New families are especially
welcome!
We are also looking for event sponsors. All sponsorships
include signage at the event and will be listed on our website
and displayed on our digital bulletin boards.
•
•
•
•
•

Food Truck Sponsor - $5000
Entertainment Sponsor - $2500
Decorations Sponsor - $1000
Tent Sponsor - $500
Dunk Tank Sponsor - $350

For more information please visit
www.gathering-of-friends.org or contact the Development
Office.
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TO KNOW, LIVE AND SHARE
THE LOVE OF CHRIST
Under the blessing of God, the
mission of Village Lutheran
Church is a ministry of the Word
and Sacraments. This ministry
gives opportunities for mission,
witness, nurture, fellowship,
stewardship and service. It
focuses on the specific needs of
individuals and groups within the
congregation and extends to the
church-at-large, the community
and the world.
The Chapel School is an integral
part of the congregation’s
ministry directed specifically to
children. It provides a distinctive
Christian education enabling
children to evidence a Christian
lifestyle and to achieve academic
success.

TO GOD ALONE BE GLORY

MEMORIAL/HONORED VOICES
Gifts Were Given By:
John & Julie Divi
In Thankfulness for the
Ministry of VLC
Evelyn Cea
In Memory of Bob Roberts
Kathy Coffey &
Mary Messner Martin
In Memory of Bob Roberts
Linda Peppelman
In Honor of Online Services
Lilann Skeckowski
In Memory of Robert K. Hartwell
Anita & Vincent Palmese
In Memory of Robert K. Hartwell
Rev. Dr. Thomas Sluberski
In Thankfulness for the
Ministry of VLC

Mr. & Mrs. James Bunn
In Memory of
Pastor Hartwell’s Father,
Robert K. Hartwell
Dr. & Mrs. Howard A. Rakov
In Memory of
Reverend Edward Schroeder
Paul & Kristen Schulz
In Memory of Kevin Warnken
Carl & Wendy Folwaczny
In Memory of Kevin Warnken
Sterling Ridge Resort
In Memory of Kevin Warnken

