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VILLAGE VOICES
STRAIGHT FROM THE HART
By Rev. Dr. Robert Hartwell

Grief is a challenging emotion,
particularly when it concerns a
whole community. This is what
many of us experienced as
Concordia College announced it was
closing at the end of this academic
year after 140 years of service to its
students.
Village Lutheran Church began as a chaplaincy to 40 families, mainly faculty,
105 years ago. Although our church later moved off-campus and became a
community church with its own unique ministries, Concordia College has
always been a beloved partner — no, more than that… a beloved parent.
Alumni speak of their “alma mater” (nourishing mother). Concordia is literally
our nourishing mother, and we grieve deeply at her closing.
Our ministry will be changed, as we begin new ministries to support those in
transition and to welcome the Iona community, as the college prepares to
purchase the campus and create programs for their new Bronxville site. These
new neighbors will be new friends and, undoubtedly, partners in future
opportunities in support of students, faculty, and staff.
Change is always challenging, but particularly so during the extended season of
change we have seen in this pandemic. As I often say to others (and myself),
“we can only take one step at a time.” Or, as Jesus put it, “So do not worry
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s
trouble is enough for today” (Matthew 6:34).
So, we grieve and cry out to God for mercy. We also
thank God for the many years of partnership we had
with Concordia and the dear students, faculty, and staff
that have been our companions along the way. We also
pray for God’s guidance for us all. A thought about our
community grief that is Straight from the Hart.
God of Comfort and Strength:
We thank You for the ministry of Concordia College and all the students who have
been formed by the education they received. We lift up current students, faculty,
and staff during this time of transition. Help them not to be forgotten but
provided for during this time of sorrow and change. Grant wisdom to all who
lead, calm all anxiety, and continue to guide all in the community with Your
providential care. As we grieve the loss of our beloved partner in ministry, give us
faith in Your guiding hand. Be with Iona and its leaders as they create new
opportunities. In the name of our Savior Jesus. Amen.

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
• In-person services:
*Saturday 5:30 and Sundays at
9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
*Saturday service resumes
with spring schedule on 3/6 at
5:30 p.m.
• Home worship services are
available every weekend
at VLC-NY.org, YouTube, or
FaceBook
• During Lent we will hold a
remote midweek service on
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. You
can join via zoom, conference
call or Facebook. See flyer on
page 2 for details.
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BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY/ LWML
3rd Saturday of the month
9:00 – 10:30 a.m.
Please join the Women's Bible
Study/LWML meeting via Zoom or
teleconference Saturday 3/20 at
9 a.m. We will continue to use the
text Just Enough Light for the Step I'm On,
Trusting God in the Tough Times by
Stormie Omartian. During this Lenten season we
will discuss topics that we can all relate to. Join us
to discuss how we experience God with us during
times of disappointment, during dark moments in
our relationships and when we are in the midst of
the overwhelming. Please read Chapters 15, 16 and
17 ahead of time in preparation for our discussions.

Midweek Lenten Remote Prayer Service & Bible Study
Wednesdays 7:30
February 24 through March 24

To login via Zoom:
Go to https://zoom.us/s/5013757293
There is no password.

https://zoom.us/j/99439797879
(via Computer or Smart Device)
(1) 929 205 6099 - Meeting ID: 994 3979 7879
(Conference Call)
Streaming live on the VLC Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/VillageLutheranBronxville/live/

BIBLE STUDY THEMES

To call in via telephone:
Call 929-205-6099
If asked for a meeting identification number, please
use 5013757293.
We hope that we will be able to hold future
meetings in person. If you are new to our study or
have any questions please contact Deacon Wendy
at 914-391-9356 or Terry Vidal at
terry.n.vidal@gmail.com.

Feb 24 - Redemptive Love
March 3 - Compassionate Love
March 10 - Steadfast Love
March 17 - Enriching Love
March 24 - Living Love

Village Lutheran Church, 172 White Plains Rd., Bronxville, NY 10708
www.VLC-NY.ORG + 914-337-0207 (Office x1003)

First Communion Instruction for 5th Graders and Older
Unlike previous years, the program has been pushed back (from Lent to after Easter) because of COVID19. In 2021, classes will meet on Wednesday 4/14, 4/21 and 4/28 from 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. The Early
First Communion Lock-in will be on Friday 4/30. Our hope is that all classes and the lock-in may be
safely held in person but there will be a Zoom option and the instruction will become remote if conditions
require it. The classes instruct the children on the meaning of this Christian Sacrament and prepare them
to receive 1st Holy Communion at a special service on Sunday 5/2 at 10:45 a.m. If you would like to
have your child complete the 1st Holy Communion classes, please feel free to call 914-337-0207 x1003 or e-mail
VLCMAIL@VLC-NY.ORG to receive a registration form. The Chapel School students and community youth are welcome too!

Easter Baskets
Our annual service project for area children has begun. If you would like to participate in this
effort to bring cheer and joy to a child, please pick up an empty basket from the back of the
sanctuary and fill it with Easter treats (a list of suggested items is included). Wrap filled
baskets in cellophane and return to the church for distribution at the MLK Head Start in
New Rochelle. Baskets must be returned no later than Sunday 3/21. Thank you!
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VLC MUSIC MINISTRY 2020

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES

Cherub Choir is here to sing... and we would love for
you to join us! Cherub Choir is for children in preschool
through 2nd grade. We will be hosting sing-alongs on
Zoom every 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month. Email
Kate Marino at KMarino@TheChapelSchool.org to
receive the Zoom link for each meeting. We can’t wait to
see you!
Youth & High School Choir – For information regarding
Youth Choir and High School Choir, please email Hannah
Pitman at HPitman@TheChapelSchool.org. We will have
a Google Classroom for all announcements.
Village Bells will continue rehearsing on Wednesdays at
6:30 p.m. We will plan to record music for Holy Week
and prepare for Easter Sunday.
Pianists and other instrumental soloists of all ages
are encouraged to share their gifts in worship. Please
contact Deb Reiss at 914-337-0207 x1018 or
DReiss@VLC-NY.org to make arrangements.

The Mount Vernon Soup Kitchen: We will be providing
the ENTIRE meal on
the second and fourth
Wednesday of each month. Our next dates are 3/10 and
3/24. Please sign up in advance to choose your volunteer
date and food item and then pick up an aluminum tray
(from the back of the church or Reception Area), prepare
the food at home, and drop off at church between 12:00 and
1:00 p.m. on your assigned day. To volunteer or get more
information, please contact Nelly Palumbo at 347-538-2909
or NPalumbo@TheChapelSchool.org.
Visit: https://tinyurl.com/Cooking2021 to sign up.
ECAP: A drive thru drop-off collection of non-perishable
food items will take place on the 3rd Thursday of each
month, to benefit ECAP. The next contact-free event will
take place on 3/18. Donations will be placed in the open
car trunks in the Concordia parking lot from 12 noon to 1
p.m. Questions? Contact Nelly Palumbo at
NPalumbo@TheChapelSchool.org.
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY: Prayer Shawls
are hand made and bring solace to anyone
that has been injured, or recovering from
surgery. A prayer shawl brings cheer to the
recipient because it lets them know they are
remembered in prayer. If you know someone who could use
the comfort and warmth a prayer shawl provides, please
contact Kim Rapillo at 914-337-0207 x1003 or
KRapillo@VLC-NY.org.

VLC YOUTH 2020
VOYAGERS Grades 3 – 6
Join the fun at Voyagers! We will continue our virtual meetings via Zoom on 3/4, 3/11, 3/18 and 3/25 from 6–6:30 p.m.
If you would like to receive the craft materials for our meetings and/or if you are not on our email list and would like to be
added for the Zoom link, please contact Erika Schultz at tyandbash@aol.com or 914-414-5542.

LIFERS Grades 7 – 8
Contact Sarah Nunes at SNunes@VLC-NY.org with any questions or concerns.

LIFERS & CRUSADERS Grades 7 – 12
Donuts and Discussions: We will meet virtually on Sundays 3/7, 3/14, 3/21 and 3/28 at 12 p.m. via Zoom. The Zoom
info will be provided to Lifers and Crusaders via text and email. If you would like to be included on our email chain please
contact Pastor Geminn at SGeminn@VLC-NY.org.

ALL YOUTH Grades 3 – 12
Youth Collecting Personal Care Kits for Lutheran World Relief
During Lent our Youth will be collecting and putting together personal care kits for those in need throughout the world.
Members of the congregation are invited to participate in this undertaking, too. Kits can be dropped off at church
throughout Lent. The final deadline will be Thursday 3/25, when our Youth will host an in-person drop-off on the
Great Porch from 6-6:30pm. Please see the Personal Care Kits Insert in this newsletter for more info.
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FOCUS ON WORSHIP
By Deborah Reiss
This “classic” image of Jesus praying in the
Garden of Gethsemane is familiar from
childhood. It was painted in 1890 by the
German artist Heinrich Hofmann and
eventually came to rest in a chapel at the
Riverside Church in New York. Enormously
popular in the U.S., there have been countless
imitations and variations, including a
stunning pen-and-ink drawing by Anna
Talbott (1929) where the graphics are all
formed from the words of the Passion
narrative of John and Mark. A framed print of
that version was given to me several years
ago by the Chancel Choir, and I am always struck by something new when I study
it. You can sense the tension in Jesus’ entwined fingers and the starkness of the
background, while also taking in the utter trust and unbreakable bond expressed
in Jesus’ upturned face.
Jesus did a lot of praying, especially when He was faced with challenges or was
about to enter into a new phase of ministry. Mark relates a story from early on
when Jesus was in Capernaum (Mark 1:35-39). After a day when He had taught in
the synagogue, driven out an evil spirit, healed Peter’s mother-in-law, and was
besieged by people seeking healing, Jesus got up while it was still dark and found a
solitary place to pray. Once the disciples finally caught up to Him, Jesus told them
that it was time to start traveling to nearby villages to preach. “That is why I have
come.”
Luke mentions several occasions when Jesus went off to pray, including the night
before Jesus was going to choose which disciples would be His apostles (Luke
6:12). Another instance, found in all of the Gospels, was when Jesus had fed the
multitudes with five loaves of bread and two fish. The frenzied crowd desired to
make Jesus their king in Israel, but that was not His mission. Instead, He slipped
quietly away to pray and then offered a glimpse of His divine nature to the
disciples by walking out to them on the sea. Finally, in those last days before His
crucifixion, Jesus prayed mightily − for His disciples, for those who would believe
in Him through their witness, and of course, in the Garden of Gethsemane.
I have often asked myself why Jesus needed to pray so much. It seems that in His
divine nature Jesus would already know what He had to do (such as when He
stayed in the temple at age 12) or could be sure of the outcome. However, this
kind of ignores the human side of Jesus, the beloved Son who depended on His
heavenly Father for wisdom, guidance and strength. We do not need to pray in
order to tell God what is happening or what we need. Like Jesus, we pray to bring
our spirits closer to God, to discern His good and perfect will in our lives, and to
find the strength to carry out what may be difficult or daunting. We also give
thanks for the blessings we receive every day, and for the promise of new life that
awaits us.
Abba, Father, everything is possible for You. Take this cup from me. Yet not
what I will, but what You will. Amen.

MARCH 6-7: 3rd Sunday in Lent
Saturday service resumes at 5:30 p.m.
Lutheran Schools Sunday
MARCH 13-14: 4th Sunday in Lent
MARCH 20-21: 5th Sunday in Lent
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MARCH 27-28: Palm Sunday
Palm Crosses and Fronds
LENTEN MIDWEEK PRAYER
Live Remote Services at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesdays 3/3 - 3/24
(Via Zoom or Facebook)

March 2021
SIMPLE WAYS TO GIVE

In Remembrance
At our in-person service each week, we
celebrate the Lord’s Supper and we
receive Christ’s Body and Blood “in
remembrance” of Him. We have been
receiving this Christian Sacrament for
two millennia in the Christian Church
and for over 100 years specifically at
Village Lutheran Church. This gift has
been lovingly passed down from
generation to generation. Think of the
beloved saints of God who have come
before us.
As we recall the names of those who have
died, our minds are filled with precious
memories. We are their legacy, and much
of what we have – in both material and
non-material things – has been handed
down to us from them. But what will we
hand down to those who follow? How will
we be remembered? Will we leave more
than an empty spot in a pew?
As you plan for the distribution of your
assets at your death, consider a charitable
bequest to Village Lutheran Church & The
Chapel School. This is one way your faith
can be transferred to the next generation.
This, and other types of planned gifts, can
support our congregation’s ministry in
perpetuity, providing resources that will
allow future generations of Disciples to
worship, serve others and continue the vital
ministries of the church.
Christians can also use their estates to
demonstrate one final act of stewardship.
Our possessions are gifts from God, and
God has intended for us to use them wisely
throughout our lifetimes. Through our
estate plans, we can provide for our loved
ones while also making a faithful
contribution back to God to further His
work. We will be remembered by our
giving.
Please let us know if you provide for our
church, so we can welcome you into our
Halter Legacy Circle. Contact Pastor
Hartwell at
RHartwell@VLC-NY.org or
Kim Zwisdak in the Development Office at
KZwisdak@TheChapelSchool.org to learn
more.
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HOLY WEEK AND EASTER IN-PERSON WORSHIP
•

•
•
•

Palm Sunday Weekend: Saturday 3/27 at 5:30 p.m. and Sunday 3/28 at 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Palm crosses and palm fronds will be distributed. If you are not able to attend, call the church office to arrange
pick up or delivery.
No Maundy Thursday service this year.
Good Friday: Friday 4/2, Tenebrae Service of Darkness at 12 noon and 7:30 p.m.
Easter Sunday Weekend: Saturday 4/3 at 5:30 p.m. and Sunday 4/4 at 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.

All in-person Holy Week and Easter Services will also feature an in-home service with a home liturgy and the message of
the day. Go to
www.VLC-NY.ORG; or
https://www.facebook.com/VillageLutheranBronxville; or
https://www.youtube.com/c/VillageLutheran

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
Sunday School is being offered remotely to families at home. Children who attend in-person services are
invited to pick up an activity kit with a snack, coloring sheet and related material on the Sunday School theme
of the day. If you have any questions, please contact Superintendent Sarah Gleason
at chrisnysarah@netscape.net or 914-610-0822.
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THE CHAPEL SCHOOL NEWS
By Principal Michael Schultz

March Madness @ TC S!
Congratulations to our 2021 Chapel School Award Honoree: Mrs. Lisa Jones!
Lisa will be recognized for her many years of dedicated service to TCS as the recipient of the
2021 Chapel School Award on Lutheran Schools Sunday (3/7). Lisa is our current TCS PTO
President, a former GOF Co-Chair, one of our Team Chapel Runners, and so much more. Thank
you and congratulations, Lisa!
Lutheran Schools Week 2021: "United in HOPE!"
MONDAY 3/1 – United in Comfort!
"Cast all your anxieties on Him, because He cares for you." (1 Peter 5:7)
Let’s kick off Lutheran Schools Week in the most comfortable way we can… with
PAJAMA DAY! Wear your coziest pajamas to school and hear some favorite
stories from some of the best teachers around. #CozyPJDay #UnitedInComfort
TUESDAY 3/2 – United in Teamwork!
"I can do all things through Him who strengthens me." (Philippians 4:13)
Teamwork makes the dream work... Dress in your favorite team gear today. #TCSStrong #UnitedInTeamwork
WEDNESDAY 3/3 – United in Spirit!
"And the disciples were continually filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit." (Acts 13:52)
We are one in the Holy Spirit and we are one in school spirit! Show your Chapel School pride today by wearing
your Charger gear or our school colors. Join us for the 2021 Zoom Family Night, too! #TCSPride
#UnitedInSpirit
THURSDAY 3/4 – United While Apart!
"Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans will be established." (Proverbs 16:3)
Ready for school on the top? Ready to relax on the bottom? It’s the Zoom way to dress at school today! Pair
your fanciest, most fashionable tops with some comfortable "off screen" bottoms. #DressingZoom
#UnitedWhileApart
FRIDAY 3/5 – United in Gratitude!
"Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for His steadfast love endures forever!" (Psalm 107:1)
It’s a bird, it’s a plane... it’s Superhero Day at The Chapel School! Dress as your favorite front line "cape-free"
Superheroes (Teachers, Doctors, Nurses, Fire Fighters, Police Officers, Sanitation Workers, Grocery Store
Workers, etc.) or your favorite imaginary Superheroes! #GodIsWithUs #UnitedInGratitude
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
5/15 – Gathering of Friends 2021 Spring Festival! Register for your tickets today!
5/24 – TCS Golf Outing at Siwanoy (Online registration OPEN SOON; sign up by 3/31 for the Early Bird
discount)
TCS SUMMER PROGRAM 2021 – Online registration on Active Works is OPEN – sign up today!
The Chapel School Offering Recipients – March & April 2021
MARCH – Lutheran Schools Association: Training, PD, TCS's Voice in Albany (NYSED)
APRIL – Pennsylvania Avenue Chocolates: Social outreach project in Baltimore, MD; partnership between
Rev. Martin and Kelly Schulteis and Wockenfuss Candies
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We are coming up on a year of being in a pandemic and by no means has it been easy. Many of
us are exhausted and worn down at this point. The thought of remote learning makes me tired
as a parent. The frustration of being unable to do simple things like visit family in California or
get up and go to the park on a whim just adds to that feeling. Amid this, we are embarking on
our second Lenten journey in the pandemic.
As we know well, Lent is meant to be a reflective time as we journey with our Lord to the Cross. It is meant to be a time in which
we slow down and become more attentive to our relationship with Christ. This can be a challenge in an anxious age as ours, but it
is still vitally important. One theme that can be found throughout Lent is that as Christians we are called to be a people of
integrity, and as such our words should line up with our actions. It is very easy to lose sight of this, but maybe we can consider
Lent our call to step back, take a deep breath, and look at ourselves and our actions. Are we symmetrical? That is, do our actions
line up with the faith we profess, with Jesus? Or are we asymmetrical? Do our actions not line up with the faith that we confess?
The two are not necessarily exclusive, as Jesus makes very clear in the gospels.
Nonetheless, Lent is a time when we should reflect upon our lives by looking at the life of Jesus of Nazareth. He is our reference
point. We are called to slow down, to look to Him, to consider His words and actions, and to ponder if we have been faithful to
Him. As we do all this, we should also be reminded that He has been faithful to us in His life and in His words. He is not selfserving, but self-giving. He is not self-promoting, but self-emptying. He is not selfish, but self-less. Because of these things, though
we may die and become dust, we will also be resurrected and restored. Amen.
In Christ,
Pastor Geminn+

A reflection on life with Covid-19
By Rev. Dr. David Elseroad, LMFT, LCC Pastoral Counselor
“Don’t ask for whom the bell tolls, it tolls for thee.” John Donne’s oft-cited verse came to mind, striking like
a lightning bolt of terror. It was mid-November. COVID-19 had infected both my wife and me; ‘assaulted’
would be the better word. Days, then weeks of raging fever, torturous aches, fatigue, chills and night sweats,
and a persistent, worsening cough laid low body and spirit. Would we have to be hospitalized? Would we be
placed on a ventilator? Could this possibly be the end? Like a dull thud, this anxious uncertainty before the specter of death left
us stunned, shaken, an illness all its own.
“Death and taxes,” we are told, neither can be avoided. But we try. The only certainty in anyone’s life is that it will end. Death is
inevitable, universal, but we don’t want to talk about it or even think about it. We skirt around it with our euphemisms (“so-andso passed away”), our morbid humor that triggers nervous laughter, ghost stories, t-shirts and hoodies brandishing ‘skull and
crossbones’, and horror movies.
We shy away from the idea of death because we dread it. We fear its unknowns---how we will die, the separation it brings and its
apparent finality, what lies beyond. In times past, people usually died at home, surrounded by their families. With people dying
in hospitals or nursing homes, death is out of sight, and that helps us keep it out of mind. We mourn the “passing” of another, but
of our own inevitable end, we try to think little and say less. Yet the COVID-19 pandemic has certainly been challenging this
reticence. The daily televised count of the millions dead worldwide; loved ones dying alone, deprived of family presence; and the
fears that we could be the next victim all bring death front and center.
Realizing that our life is but “a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes” (James 4:14) can bring a flood of daunting
emotions and turmoil. Death—“my death”—underlies much of the anxiety and depression we experience. People equate death—
and aging in this youth-idolizing culture—with failure, steeped in doom and gloom. But knowing that we’ll reach the endpoint of
death, this boundary that rounds out a life, can be energizing. It can trigger a look back, a probing “life review” of what was done
and left undone, sorting out final acceptance and fulfillment. And it can motivate making the best of life left to us. That means
living our best life now—every day, as if it were our last: telling that special someone “I love you”--today, not putting it off until
tomorrow; hugging your kids; tackling your bucket list; putting affairs in order, healing old wounds, repairing broken
relationships. We can move to a new measure of acceptance and equanimity in facing our death.
Through death, Christ destroyed the power of death to deliver “all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong
slavery” (Hebrews 2:14-5). Death, the final enemy—the final affliction through which God works all things for the good—
becomes death the threshold through which we pass from the finite to the infinite of resurrection life. Life is a gift, and the One
who gives it will give it infinitely. This is the assurance that calms our mortal fears, the Word of promise to which we cling. It is a
healing all its own. Is one’s mortality an appropriate concern for work with a counselor? Why not? It is a “diagnosis” we all
share. We can learn to look on death with acceptance, counting all this finite as “loss for the good” of the infinite that awaits us .
Dr. David Elseroad is the Pastor of our sister congregation, Trinity Lutheran Church in Hawthorne, NY. He also is a counselor at our Lutheran Counseling Center on site at our
church and school. He counsels teens, adults, couples and families. For an appointment with any of our counselors or for more information, call LCC at 1-800-317-1173. For safety,
all sessions are currently provided using a secure, HIPAA compliant virtual video and/or audio platform.

7

Village Lutheran Church &
The Chapel School
172 White Plains Road
Bronxville, NY 10708

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
White Plains, NY
Permit No. 7793

VLC-NY.org
TheChapelSchool.org

MEMORIAL/HONORED VOICES

TO KNOW, LIVE AND SHARE
THE LOVE OF CHRIST
Under the blessing of God, the
mission of Village Lutheran
Church is a ministry of the Word
and Sacraments. This ministry
gives opportunities for mission,
witness, nurture, fellowship,
stewardship and service. It
focuses on the specific needs of
individuals and groups within the
congregation and extends to the
church-at-large, the community
and the world.
The Chapel School is an integral
part of the congregation’s
ministry directed specifically to
children. It provides a distinctive
Christian education enabling
children to evidence a Christian
lifestyle and to achieve academic
success.

TO GOD ALONE BE GLORY

Gifts Were Given By:

Visit our homepage at
VLC-NY.org
and look for the above image to
sign up for our weekly digital
newsletter.
Receive the latest worship service,
bulletin and
Village Voices right to your inbox.
Be cautious of
emails or texts
that seem
"strange," even if
they appear to be from people you
trust. If a message seems out-ofcharacter or if the tone is off, it was
likely sent by a scammer trying to
deceive you into giving them money or
gift cards. You can try to verify with
the person via a phone call or email
(sent separately), but in general
suspicious messages should be
deleted.

Kathy Coffey & Mary Messner Martin
In Memory of the 21st Anniversary of
the passing of their mother,
Helen Messner
Toba Lumbantobing
In Thankfulness to the Ministry of VLC
Elizabeth Yim
In Memory of our dear friends,
Rev. Dr. Merlin & Lois Rehm
Anita & Vincent Palmese
In Memory of Robert Grigo
Virginia Stong
In loving Memory of
Deacon Betty Roberts

