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JOIN	US	FOR	WORSHIP	

Winter	Schedule	
• Sundays	at	9	a.m.	and	

10:45	a.m.		(Saturday		
service	suspended)	

	
• Home	worship	services	

available	every	weekend	
at	VLC-NY.org,	YouTube,	
or	FaceBook	

	
• Prayer	Conference	Call	on	

Tuesdays	at	6:00	p.m.	(call	
1-732-434-3982)	If	you	
have	a	request	you	would	
like	to	add	to	our	prayer	
lines	contact	Kim	Rapillo	in	
the	Church	Office	at	914-
337-0207	x1003		

	

STRAIGHT	FROM	THE	HART	
By	Rev.	Dr.	Robert	Hartwell	

For I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans to prosper and not to 
harm you, plans to give you a hope and a future. Jeremiah 29:11 
 
God has a plan for us. It’s a plan of love and care in this life and even to eternity.  This 
winter we will be creating plans for our ministry. Strategic planning is always important but 
particularly as we gradually exit from the grips of COVID-19. We have changed in this past 
year and our world has changed. Of course our mission has not.  
 
God has called us “to know, live and share the love of Christ.” As we evaluate our priorities 
and set our plans we will be creating a strategic plan. I would appreciate both your prayers 
for our process and your input, which we will seek in the days to come. 
 
Rev. Billy Brath, a consultant from Lutheran Church Extension Fund, will guide us through 
what is called “a mission clarity process” and he will work with our Mission Clarity 
Ministry Team to involve our members and stakeholders in this important work. We hope to 
emerge by spring from the most challenging days of the pandemic with guidance and careful 
planning. 
 
God has blessed us through your faithfulness during the pandemic. Let us emerge 
committed to our mission and united in hope. A thought about our mission clarity process 
that is Straight from the Hart!  
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BIBLE	STUDY	OPPORTUNITIES	

WOMEN’S	BIBLE	STUDY/	LWML	
3rd	Saturday	of	the	month	

9:00	–	10:30	a.m.	
A	new	year	has	begun	filled	with	bright	
anticipation;	please	consider	making	a	resolution	
to	join	the	Women's	Bible	Study/LWML	meetings	

this	year.	Our	first	meeting	of	
2021	will	be	Saturday	1/16	at	9	
a.m.	We	will	continue	to	use	the	
text	Just	Enough	Light	for	the	Step	
I'm	On,	Trusting	God	in	the	Tough	
Times	by	Stormie	Omartian.	If	you	
have	the	book,	please	read	
chapters	10,	11	and	12	in	
preparation	for	our	discussion.	

	

We	meet	in	the	Multi-Purpose	Room	to	allow	us	
to	socially	distance.		Each	woman	is	asked	to	bring	
her	book,	her	Bible	as	well	as	her	own	food	and	
beverage	for	breakfast.	Women	are	also	asked	to	
wear	a	mask	except	when	enjoying	breakfast.	Come	
spend	time	with	other women	of	faith	in	fellowship	
and	the	Word.  
	
If	you	have	any	questions	please	contact	Deacon	
Wendy	at	914-391-9356	or	Terry	Vidal at	
terry.n.vidal@gmail.com.	 
 
	
	
	

A	Prayer	Conference	Call	is	offered	
on	Tuesdays	at	6:00	p.m.	Just	
call	732-434-3982	(no	pass	code	
required)	and	join	us	in	prayer.	
Prayer	Call	will	resumes	on	1/5.	
We	continue	to	lift	up	the	needs	of	
the	world	during	the	COVID-19	

pandemic.	If	you	have	a	request	
you	would	like	to	add	to	our	prayer	
lines	for	the	sick	or	bereaved,	
contact	Kim	Rapillo,	Church	Office	
Administrative	Assistant,	at	914-
337-0207	x1003	or	KRapillo@VLC-
NY.org.	

		

		

	

I	sometimes	like	to	say	that	I	am	a	historian	at	heart.	Whenever	I	make	an	effort	to	
understand	something,	whether	an	event	or	a	person,	I	try	to	take	a	big	picture	view	and	
examine	the	surrounding	history.	Recently,	I	discovered	a	YouTube	channel	called	“Weird	

History”	that	has	twenty-minute	videos	that	explain	the	history	behind	things	that	we	consider	weird.	For	example,	did	you	
know	that	the	reason	people	wore	wigs	in	the	18th	century	was	because	of	head	lice?	Did	you	know	that	bathing	was	
looked	down	upon	in	medieval	times	because	it	was	believed	that	it	opened	one’s	pours	to	disease?	Did	you	also	know	that	
the	worst	year	on	record	is	not	2020	but	536	A.D.	because	of	a	widespread	famine	and	pandemic?	Crazy,	right?	
	
Another	reason	I	enjoy	learning	history	is	because	it	provides	healthy	perspective.	In	many	ways	history	can	serve	to	
remind	us	that	whatever	we	are	going	through,	we	are	not	the	first	to	have	such	an	experience.	Watching	those	“Weird	
History”	videos,	I	feel	a	sense	of	gratitude	for	living	in	the	modern	age.	Scientific	advancement	and	technological	progress	
have	brought	us	many	good	things	and	many	comforts.	There	is,	of	course,	plenty	to	mourn	and	criticize,	and	when	we	
human	beings	get	things	wrong...	watch	out!	But	I’m	writing	this	the	day	after	the	first	COVID	vaccine	was	given	to	a	
woman	in	Queens,	and	so	I’m	mindful	of	how	amazing	it	can	be	when	we	get	things	right.	
	
Indeed,	our	God	has	given	us	the	potential	to	do	great	things	and	history	bears	witness	to	this.	When	we	
do	so,	we	are	being	true	images	of	God,	and	good	co-stewards	with	God.	That	is,	we	are	living	up	to	the	
calling	that	God	placed	upon	us	when	He	created	us.	What	if	our	2021	resolution	was	to	focus	on	what	
we	are	grateful	for	before	anything	else?	
	
In	Christ,	
Pastor	Geminn+	
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VLC MUSIC	MINISTRY	2020	
	
	

	
	

Cherub	Choir	is	here	to	sing...	and	we	would	love	
for	you	to	join	us!	Cherub	Choir	is	for	children	in	
preschool	through	2nd	grade.	We	will	be	hosting	
sing-alongs	on	Zoom	every	2nd	and	4th	Sunday	of	
each	month.	Email	Kate	Marino	at	
KMarino@TheChapelSchool.org	to	receive	the	
Zoom	link	for	each	meeting.	We	can’t	wait	to	see	
you! 

Youth	&	High	School	Choir	–	For	information	
regarding	Youth	Choir	and	High	School	Choir,	
please	email	Hannah	Pitman	at	
HPitman@TheChapelSchool.org.	We	will	have	a	
Google	Classroom	for	all	announcements.		

Village	Belles	–	will	be	on	break	this	month. 

Pianists	and	other	instrumental	soloists	of	all	
ages	are	encouraged	to	share	their	gifts	in	worship.	
Please	contact	Deb	Reiss	at	914-337-0207	x1018	or	
DReiss@VLC-NY.org	to	make	arrangements.	

VLC YOUTH	2020	

Kids	Yoga			
Starting	Mid-January	2021:	Kid's	Story	Time	Yoga	fun!	A	30-minute	Zoom	class	to	keep	those	kids	
moving!	The	cost	is	$8	per	class	and	a	portion	will	be	donated	to	VLC.		For	more	information	and	to	
sign	up	contact	Cathleen	Elliott	at	cathleen@flyleafdesign.com	

VOYAGERS	Grades	3	–	6	
Join	the	fun	at	Voyagers!		We	will	continue	our	meetings	virtually	and	meet	on	1/3,	1/10,	1/17	and	
1/24	from	6	–	6:30	p.m.	via	Zoom.	If	you	would	like	to	receive	the	craft	materials	for	our	meetings	
and/or	if	you	are	not	on	our	email	list	and	would	like	to	be	added	for	the	Zoom	link,	please	contact	
Erika	Schultz	at	tyandbash@aol.com	or	914-414-5542.	
	

LIFERS	Grades	7	–	8		
Friday	1/8	–	Saturday	1/9	–	Virtual	Confirmation	Retreat.		You	can	contact	Sarah	Nunes	
at	SNunes@VLC-NY.org		with	any	questions	or	concerns.			

LIFERS	&	CRUSADERS	Grades	7	–	12	
Donuts	and	Discussions:	We	will	meet	virtually	on	Sundays	1/10,	1/17,	1/24	and	1/31	at	12	p.m.	
via	Zoom.	The	Zoom	info	will	be	provided	to	Lifers	and	Crusaders	via	text	and	email.	If	you	would	like	
to	be	included	on	our	email	chain	please	contact	Pastor	Geminn	at	SGeminn@VLC-NY.org.	

The	Mount	Vernon	Soup	Kitchen:		We	will	be	providing	
the	ENTIRE	meal	on	the	second	Wednesday	of	each	month.	
Our	next	date	is	1/13.	We	will	provide	enough	food	to	feed	
80	people.	Volunteers	are	needed	to	prepare	trays	of	food,	
which	will	be	collected	in	a	drive	thru	fashion	in the	
Concordia	parking	lot	from	12	noon	to	1	p.m.	For	menu	
information	and	to	sign	up,	contact	Nelly	Palumbo	at		
NPalumbo@TheChapelSchool.org. 

OUTREACH	OPPORTUNITIES	
	

ECAP:	A	drive	thru	drop-off	collection	of	non-perishable	
food	items	will	take	place	on	the	3rd	Thursday	of	each	
month,	to	benefit	ECAP.		This	contact-free	event	will	take	
place	on	1/21.			Donations	will	be	placed	in	the	open	car	
trunks	in	the	Concordia	parking	lot	from	12	noon	to	1	p.m.	
Questions?	Contact	Nelly	Palumbo	at	
NPalumbo@TheChapelSchool.org.	

PRAYER	SHAWL	MINISTRY:	Prayer	Shawls	are	hand	made	
and	bring	solace	to	anyone	that	has	been	injured,	or	

recovering	from	surgery.	A	prayer	shawl	
brings	cheer	to	the	recipient	because	it	lets	
them	know	they	are	remembered	in	prayer.	If	
you	know	someone	who	could	use	the	comfort	
and warmth	a	prayer	shawl	provides,	please	

contact	Kim	Rapillo	at	914-337-0207	x1003.	
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FOCUS	ON	WORSHIP	
By	Deborah	Reiss	

	 I	love	the	story	of	Epiphany,	and	the	image	of	
following	a	bright	star	to	find	Jesus.	We	usually	
picture	the	star	over	the	manger,	with	the	
angels,	shepherds	and	wise	men	all	gathered	
around,	but	things	unfolded	over	time	and	the	
wise	men	appeared	on	the	scene	at	least	several	
months	after	Jesus	was	born.	So	in	this	time	after	
Christmas,	the	season	of	Epiphany	in	the	church	
calendar,	we	keep	that	star	in	mind.	
	

The	design	pictured	here	is	a	Moravian	Star,	originally	created	in	the	
nineteenth	century	as	a	geometry	lesson	for	students	at	a	Moravian	boarding	
school	in	Germany.	The	Moravian	Church	grew	out	of	an	early	Protestant	
movement	in	Bohemia	(now	the	Czech	Republic),	finding	refuge	in	Germany	
and	then	beyond.	One	of	the	best	known	Moravian	settlements	in	America	is	
Bethlehem,	PA.	Among	its	traditions	the	church	prizes	Christian	unity	and	
sacred	music,	offering	food	and	hospitality	in	service	to	the	community.	The	
Moravian	Star	is	such	a	vivid	illustration	of	the	Light	of	Christ	shining	in	the	
world	that	it	became	a	Moravian	symbol	throughout	the	world.	If	you	go	to	
Pennsylvania,	especially	during	the	holiday	season,	you	can	find	these	stars	
everywhere.	
	
One	of	the	reasons	I	like	this	star	is	that	it	is	three-dimensional.	You	can	hang	
it	somewhere	and	see	the	points	radiating	out	from	any	angle.	If	you	think	
about	the	wise	men,	who	were	most	likely	astrologers	from	some	eastern	
county	such	as	Persia	or	Arabia,	it	is	quite	remarkable	that	the	star	made	
them	know	that	the	“king	of	the	Jews”	had	now	been	born,	and	that	they	
were	willing	to	invest	time	and	treasure	in	coming	to	find	and	worship	Him.	
As	with	the	lowly	shepherds,	God’s	revelation	was	clearer	to	these	outsiders	
than	to	religious	leaders	who	might	have	been	expecting	something	else.	God	
chooses	to	reveal	Himself	in	ways	that	may	surprise	us,	or	to	draw	in	people	
we	may	overlook.	
	
Speaking	of	traditions,	we	can	see	in	our	communities	that	“Three	Kings	
Day”	is	an	important	celebration	in	many	cultures.	There	are	special	cakes,	
parades,	gifts	and	more.	All	this	points	to	the	recognition	that	Jesus	is	among	
us,	fulfilling	the	promise	from	God	to	bring	salvation	to	the	whole	world.	As	
we	move	slowly	through	the	lengthening	days	and	further	out	of	the	
darkness	of	the	past	year,	keep	your	eyes	open	for	the	Light	of	Christ	shining	
from	above,	from	within,	and	from	one	another.	

SIMPLE	WAYS	TO	GIVE	
HELP	GROW	VLC	ENDOWMENT	FUND	

	
If	you	want	to	help	grow	our	VLC	Mission	
Endowment	Fund	there	is	no	need	to	wait	until	
you	create	or	revise	your	will	or	revocable	
living	trust.	Here	are	five	easy	ways	to	create	a	
lasting	legacy.	These	techniques	will	cost	you	
nothing	now,	can	be	changed	at	any	time,	and	
will	leave	you	in	complete	control	of	your	
assets.			

1. Use	an	IRA,	401(k)	or	403(b)	plan:	You	
can	name	our	church	as	a	beneficiary	of	an	
entire	plan	or	a	percentage	of	plan	assets	
by	simply	completing	the	beneficiary	
designation	form	you	receive	from	your	
plan	trustee	or	custodian.			

2. Use	a	Life	Insurance	Policy:	You	can	
name	our	church	as	a	beneficiary	of	all	or	
part	of	your	life	insurance	policy’s	death	
benefit	by	simply	completing	your	life	
insurance	company’s	beneficiary	
designation	form	

3. 	Use	a	Bank	Account:	A	bank	account	can	
be	titled	(or	retitled)	as	“payable	on	death”	
(POD)	to	our	church.	Your	bank	will	
provide	necessary	paperwork.			

4. Use	a	Brokerage	Account:	A	brokerage	
account	can	be	titled	(or	retitled)	as	
“transfer	on	death”	(TOD)	to	our	church.	
Your	broker	will	provide	necessary	
paperwork.			

5. Use	Your	Donor	Advised	Fund	
(DAF):	You	can	recommend	our	church	as	
a	lump	sum	beneficiary	of	some	or	all	of	
any	funds	that	have	not	been	distributed	
during	your	lifetime.	Your	DAF’s	custodian	
can	provide	necessary	paperwork.		

		
If	your	estate	plans	are	already	in	place,	you	
should	consult	with	your	attorney	to	ensure	
that	actions	you	take	are	compatible	with	your	
overall	estate	plan.	For	further	information,	
please	contact	Planned	Giving	Officer,	William	
O’Doherty	at	1-800-838-1159	
or	william.odoherty@thrivent.com	Please	let	us	
know	if	you	provide	for	our	church,	so	we	can	
welcome	you	into	our	Halter	Legacy	Circle	

OR	

Contact	Pastor	Hartwell	at		
RHartwell@VLC-NY.org	or									
Kim	Zwisdak	in	the	Development	Office	at	
	KZwisdak@TheChapelSchool.org		to	learn	
more.	

	

1

JANUARY	3:	Epiphany	Observed	
	
JANUARY	10:	Baptism	of	Our	Lord	
	
JANUARY	17:	3rd	Sunday	after	
Epiphany	
	
JANUARY	24:	4th	Sunday	after	
Epiphany	
	
JANUARY	31:	5th	Sunday	after	
Epiphany	
	

2

WINTER	WORSHIP	SCHEDULE	
During	January	and	February,	we	
will	be	shifting	from	three	services	
per	weekend	to	two.	The	Saturday	
evening	service	will	be	suspended,	
with	Sunday	worship	times	
continuing	at	9:00	and	10:45	a.m.	
Watch	for	an	update	on	re-starting	
the	Saturday	service.	
	
We	will	also	continue	to	record	a	
home	service	each	weekend.	
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THE	CHAPEL	SCHOOL	NEWS	
By	Principal	Michael	Schultz	

	

FELLOWSHIP	NEWS	

2021	Vision	...	United	in	HOPE	@	TCS!	
1.	I	resolve	to	support	NEW	Initiatives	at	The	Chapel	School	by:	

A. Praying to give thanks for: Sasha Thorne, Claire Story and Gabriela Olay and their Service Learning Project in 
October for ACT (Aiding Children Together) in Sri Lanka; for Achilles Siouzios and Bobby Guhring their Service 
Learning Project in November for Feeding America; and for Ava Al-Omoush and Jillian Rooney and their upcoming 
project for the Wildlife Conservation Society in May/June!  

B. Praying for TCS Students who will be proposing charitable organizations for Service Learning and TCS Offerings for 
2021-2022.  

C. Hopefully attending 2021 Lutheran School's Week Festivities in person!  
D. Praying for the Social Emotional Literacy and Mindfulness of TCS students as we continue to manage the uncertainty 

and stresses that have changed the face of education during this COVID-19 pandemic.  
E. Praying for continued work in Building The BELOVED Community: Diversity, Equity and Inclusion at The 

Chapel School with our consultant Dr. Mark Gooden and our Chief Diversity Officer Mrs. Treda Collier 
Dickenman! 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
2.	I	resolve	to	support	our	wonderful	volunteers	in	their	selfless	efforts	to	raise	money	for	VLC/TCS	and	all	of	our	
wonderful	programs	by:	
A. Attending the 2021 Gathering of Friends Spring Festival on 5/15/21 and supporting the tireless efforts of Co-Chairs 

Natasha Graham and Erika Schultz ... and their many sub-committee members! 	
B.		 Participating	in	the	2021	TCS	Golf	Outing	as	it	returns	to	Siwanoy	Country	Club	on	5/24/21,	enjoying	the	

company	of	VLC/TCS	Friends	on	the	links	at	this	beautiful	venue	and	raising	money	for	scholarships	for	deserving	
TCS	students!	

	
	
	
	
	
	
3.	I	resolve	to	pray	for	the	ministry	and	families	of	Village	Lutheran	Church	and	The	Chapel	School,	that	God	might	
continue	to	bless	our	daily	efforts	to	help	others	"To	Know,	Live	and	Share	the	LOVE	of	Christ!"	

	
The	Chapel	School	Offering	January	Recipient:		Udukoro	Empowerment	Organization,	founded	by	TCS	Alum	Arinze	
Uddoh	(Class	of	2014).		
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The	“Catch	a	Lift”	Program	is	our	Village	Lutheran	Church	
Transportation	Ministry.	For	many	people,	especially	
seniors,	people	without	transport,	or	persons	with	
disabilities,	getting	to	church	is	a	challenge.	Although	
church	can	be	a	true	lift	to	a	Christian’s	spirit,	lack	of	
transportation	means	that	this	needed	lift	may	be	missed.	
“Catch	a	Lift”	is	an	initiative	at	VLC/TCS	that	offers	free	
rides	to	church	worship	through		

The	Bronxville	Taxi	Company,		
1	Depot	Plaza,	Bronxville,	NY	10708		
914-337-8311		

	

Participants	 can	 simply	 stop	by	 the	 Taxi	 Company	at	 the	
Bronxville	Train	Station	or	call	and	arrange	a	lift	to	church.	
Tell	the	dispatcher	or	taxi	driver	that	this	 is	a	Village	
Lutheran	 Church	 “Catch	 a	 Lift”	 ride	 and	 there	 is	 no	
cost.	 The	 cost	 of	 “Catch	 a	 Lift”	 is	 covered	 by	 the	 grant	
directed	by	a	generous	church	family.	

	

Sunday	School	is	being	offered	remotely	to	families	at	home.	Children	who	attend	in-person	services	are	invited	to	pick	up	
an	activity	kit	with	a	snack,	coloring	sheet	and	related	material	on	the	Sunday	School	theme	of	the	day.	If	you	have	any	
questions,	please	contact	Superintendent	Sarah	Gleason	at	chrisnysarah@netscape.net	or	914-610-0822.	

SUNDAY	SCHOOL	NEWS	

STEWARDSHIP	NEWS	
There	is	an	urgent	need	for	tuition	relief	for	families	hit	hard	by	the	pandemic.	We	need	your	help.	

Our	world	needs	communities	of	hope	and	nurture,	now	more	than	ever.	Our	needed	goal	
is	$500,000	to	cover	financial	aid	awards	this	current	school	year,	and	next.	This	precious	
gift	will	allow	families	to	recover	from	the	pandemic	and	keep	the	students	strong	during	
these	most	challenging	days.	Please,	may	we	count	on	you	to	stand	united	and	strong?	

There are several ways you can support 
VLC & TCS. 

  
1. Online. Head over to our giving page on our website. (at VLC-NY.org or TheChapelSchool.org) 
  
2. Text. You can even make your gift by text! 
To securely make a gift, text your gift AMOUNT to 1 (914) 368-6636. 
 Make sure to use the dollar sign before the amount and VLC or TCS after. Example: $100 TCS OR $100 VLC 
If this is your first time you will be asked to register with a credit/debit card. 
  
3. Check. You can mail your donation or drop it off at the reception desk. Attn: Development Office, 172 White Plains Road, 
Bronxville, NY 10708 
  
4. Appreciated Securities. If you own stock or appreciated securities, a gift of these may help you avoid paying any capital gains 
on any increase in the stock’s value.  And, you receive an income tax charitable deduction for the full market value of the stock at 
the time of the gift.  Of course, we urge you to check with your tax preparer regarding these issues. 
  
5.	Matching	Gifts.	For	all	who	work	for	companies	who	match	gifts	to	elementary	education,	please	don’t	disregard	the	
matching	gift	opportunities	therein.		Village	Lutheran	Church	&	The	Chapel	School	may	receive	hundreds	of	dollars	more	in	
gift	income	by	simply	invoking	the	opportunity	your	employer	already	offers	–	it’s	there	to	be	used!	Some	organizations	are	
hesitant	or	have	a	policy	against	contributing	directly	to	religious	organizations.	The	Blue	Ribbon	Foundation		
(brf-ny.org)	is	a	separate	not	for	profit	foundation	whose	primary	mission	is	to	raise	funds	for	The	Chapel	School.	Most	
organizations	are	able	and	pleased	to	donate	to	The	Blue	Ribbon	Foundation.	

 
No amount is too small. 

If you have already given, once again we say THANK YOU!! 
  
Is my gift tax-deductible? 
Yes. Village Lutheran Church and The Chapel School is a tax-exempt organization. All gifts are tax-deductible. 
  
		

	

Visit	our	homepage	at	VLC-NY.org	and	look	for	the	above	image	to	sign	up	for	our	
weekly	digital	newsletter.	Receive	the	latest	worship	service,	bulletin	and	Village	
Voices	right	to	your	inbox.	
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								A	Counselor	Shares	Her	Personal	Devotion:	COVID	And	‘Getting	Bigger’		
																																By:	Elizabeth	Geiling,	MSED,	LMHC,	LCC	Counselor	
	
As	I	think	back	on	this	past	year,	the	word	that	keeps	coming	to	my	mind	is	unsettled.	We	don’t	know	what	
the	future	holds	for	our	nation,	our	health,	our	career	and	our	family.		To	date,	I	have	never	experienced	

anything	like	this	where	all	parts	of	my	life	are	uncertain.	We	are	in	a	pattern	of	waiting.	We	are	in	the	psychological	space	
of	limbo,	which	is	one	of	the	most	demanding	states,	requiring	a	lot	of	emotional	energy,	before	we	even	get	to	the	required	
work	of	the	day.	We	are	unsettled,	uncertain	and	often	afraid	of	what	is	coming	next.	
	
My	son	is	a	hardcore	climber.	He	has	climbed	all	over	the	world,	Argentina,	Bolivia,	Peru,	and	he	summited	Mt.	Rainer.	
Recently,	he	had	an	accident;	not	at	all	related	to	his	dangerous	journeys.	He	was	moving	a	stove	and	it	slipped	down	the	

stairs,	with	him	staying	almost	ahead	of	it.	We	received	the	phone	call	(in	November)	that	could	be	any	parent’s	call,	but,	indeed	every	
parent’s	worst	nightmare.	

		
“Your	son	has	been	hurt…”	As	I	listen	and	try	to	take	the	details	in,	the	irony	does	not	escape	me.		An	oven,	a	random	accident	has	almost	
taken	this	kid	out	of	the	game	permanently.	It	seems	a	bit	unfair	to	the	worrier	and	the	mom	in	me,	because	I	had	preemptively	imagined	
many	horrific	types	of	accidents	and	none	of	them	included	a	major	appliance.	
	
10	days	in	the	hospital	and	3	surgeries	to	wait	through	gave	me	a	lot	of	time	to	ponder	life!		
I	would	like	to	share	an	experience	that	happened	in	the	hospital,	or	as	my	mother-in	law	would	call	it,	a	“God	Wink”:	
	
I	am	sitting	by	the	hospital	bed	of	my	23-year-old	son,	who	has	been	seriously	injured.	Bones	broken,	limbs	crushed	and	he	is	scared	and	
confused.	I	search	every	part	of	his	face	and	I	can	see	the	baby,	the	child,	the	teen.	He	is	bigger	now,	a	grown	man,	but,	I	have	loved	this	
face	and	body	from	before	our	eyes	met.		
	
Time	has	passed	so	quickly,	but	these	hours	at	the	bedside	feel	endless.	I	feel	my	body	breaking,	as	I	take	in	the	scope	of	his	injuries.	My	
mind	moves	through	the	memories	of	the	care	I	have	provided.	He	is	hurt	and	no	amount	of	‘mommy’	can	fix	this	now.	Soon,	the	hospital	
waiting	game	begins,	as	the	surgeries	are	performed	and	we	will	the	hours	to	pass.		
	
Directly	in	front	of	us	in	the	family	waiting	area	is	the	hospital	gift	shop	and	while	we	wait,	we	memorize	the	contents	in	the	window.	Off	
to	the	left,	there	is	a	circular	rack	that	contains	all	types	of	stuffed	bears.	Laying	across	the	top,	staring	right	at	us	is	a	stuffed	bear	that	is	
almost	an	exact	copy	of	the	one	we	bought	him	on	the	day	he	was	born.	It	is	a	little	bigger	than	the	original.	
	
As	it	often	happens	in	tense	situations,	our	family	erupts	with	laughter	when	the	realization	hits.	Because	along	the	way,	Luke	lost	baby	
bear	and	it	was	a	memorable	heartbreak.	As	a	child	he	would	wonder	where	he	might	be,	search	the	campus	we	lived	on	absolutely	sure	
he	left	it	here	or	there.		At	night,	he	would	keep	his	brother	awake	suggesting	other	possible	locations.	We	never	found	baby	bear.		
	
Finally,	we	are	called	on	the	phone.	He	is	through	the	surgery	and	we	are	able	to	see	him.		He	is	in	that	post	surgical	sleep,	between	
consciousness	and	unconsciousness	and	I	sit	by	his	bed.		He	wakes	a	little	and	I	hand	him	the	newly	purchased	baby	bear,	he	cuddles	up	
to	it	and	says,	“I	have	been	looking	for	you	for	a	long	time.	You	are	a	little	bigger	now.”	His	recollection,	a	simple,	pure	memory	of	
something	he	loved	deeply	and	never	stopped	looking	for	is	a	profound	spiritual	message	to	me	(My	“God	Wink”).		
	
I	am	overwhelmed	by	presence	of	the	Holy,	reminding	me	that	amidst	all	this	brokenness	and	uncertainty,	I	am	being	held	in	love	and	
God	is	always	looking	for	me.	I	am	calm	for	the	first	time	since	this	ordeal	began.	I	feel	we	are	at	another	beginning,	baby	bear	in	tow	and	
that	our	family	will	emerge	from	this	‘bigger’.		We	will	know	more,	we	will	understand	more,	we	will	have	more	empathy	and	we	will	
know	God	is	here	holding	us	in	the	journey.		
	
I	am	aware	that	many	of	you	are	experiencing	difficult	times	and	the	waiting	and	uncertainty	is	draining.	I	am	inviting	you	in	these	scary,	
uncertain,	sacred	moments	of	your	lives	to	keep	your	heart	open	to	the	“God-Wink”	that	says	–	“I	am	the	God	of	ages	past,	present	and	
future.	I’ve	got	you.	I	am	always	looking	for	you”		
	
When	we	cannot	predict	an	outcome,	when	we	are	in	limbo,	while	we	are	waiting,	know	that	God	is	there	too.		We	pray	that	we	will	
emerge	bigger	with	a	greater	capacity	for	love	and	service.				Amen		
	
	
	
Betty	Geiling,	MSED,	LMHC,	is	a	VLC	member	and	Associate	Professor	and	Chair	of	the	Psychology	Dept.	at	Concordia	College,	Bronxville.	She	is	currently	a	
PhD	candidate	in	Mental	Health	Counseling	at	Pace	University.	Her	work	experience	includes	counseling	children	of	all	ages,	teens,	adults,	couples	and	
families	(normally	at	LCC’s	Bronxville	and	Manhattan	sites,	but	currently	virtually	through	a	HIPAA	compliant	platform).	
	
For	an	appointment	with	any	of	our	counselors	or	for	more	information,	call	LCC	at	1-800-317-1173.	For	safety,	all	sessions	are	currently	provided	using	a	
secure,	HIPAA	compliant	virtual	video	and/or	audio	platform.  
I am aware that many of you are experiencing difficult times and the waiting and 
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Gifts	Were	Given	By:	
	

George	Kirchgaesser	
In	Loving	Memory	of		
Catherine	Lapadula	

	
Sharon	&	Ragnar	Sjonvall	

In	Honor	of	their	60th	Anniversary	on	
December	3	

	
Anita	&	Vincent	Palmese	

In	Honor	of	their	60th	Anniversary	
	

Linda	Peppelman	
In	Appreciation	for	the	Online	Services	

and	Ministry	of	VLC	
	

Howard	Rakov	
In	Support	of	the	Educational	Ministry	

of	The	Chapel	School	
	

Sunny	Harris	
In	Thankfulness	to	the	Ministry	of	VLC	&	

In	Loving	Memory	of	
John	Mulligan	&	Wilma	Harris	

	
	

 
TO	KNOW,	LIVE	AND	SHARE		

THE	LOVE	OF	CHRIST	
	

Under	the	blessing	of	God,	the	
mission	of	Village	Lutheran	

Church	is	a	ministry	of	the	Word	
and	Sacraments.	This	ministry	
gives	opportunities	for	mission,	
witness,	nurture,	fellowship,	
stewardship	and	service.	It	

focuses	on	the	specific	needs	of	
individuals	and	groups	within	the	
congregation	and	extends	to	the	
church-at-large,	the	community	

and	the	world.	
	

The	Chapel	School	is	an	integral	
part	of	the	congregation’s	

ministry	directed	specifically	to	
children.	It	provides	a	distinctive	
Christian	education	enabling	
children	to	evidence	a	Christian	
lifestyle	and	to	achieve	academic	

success.	
	

TO	GOD	ALONE	BE	GLORY	

	

MEMORIAL/HONORED	VOICES	
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Lucy	Kozera	&	Family	
In	Memory	of	their	mother	
Lydia	Kuschnar	Sousa	

and	sons		
Arkady	&	Serge	

	
Wilma	Miesner	

In	Memory	of	Richard	Rath	
	

Kathy	Coffey	&	Mary	Martin		
In	Memory	of	their	father,		

William	Messner	
	
	

	
	


