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VILLAGE VOICES
STRAIGHT FROM THE HART
By Rev. Dr. Robert Hartwell

Glory be to Jesus, who, in bitter pains
Poured for me the lifeblood from His
sacred veins!
Grace and life eternal in that blood I find;
Blest be His compassion, infinitely kind!
Blest through endless ages be the
precious stream
Which from endless torment did the
world redeem!
Glory Be To Jesus

On Wednesday 2/17 we begin another season of Lent with the day we call “Ash
Wednesday”. It is a day to remember that we are “dust and to dust” we will
return. This is hardly new information in this challenging COVID-19 time of
sickness and grief. Regardless, Lent continues on schedule and the church
season reminds us through symbolic gesture, penitence and prayer that our
mortality is a certainty. Our emphasis this year is that Christ’s love is also
certain and a truth that can supply needed strength and comfort. Throughout
these forty days we will be using different descriptions of God’s love in our
services (whether in person, remote or via Zoom).
This season of Lent in the waning months of the pandemic is a perfect time to
renew our hope. The season of Lent reminds us not only of our mortality and of
sin, but also of the magnitude of the redemptive love of Christ! The price for
your eternal life has been paid through Christ! The death of Christ on the cross
is the full atonement made for you! It is easy for us to center our lives around
fear, grief and despair. It is all around us. Yet, Lent refreshes our souls with
confidence that we have been redeemed, that the precious love of Christ is full
and complete. His redeeming love is all that satisfies and all that we will ever
need! This is just as true during times of pandemic as it is during times of
plenty.
Sometimes we give up something for Lent. But, in my humble opinion, we have
given up enough in this pandemic time of heartbreak. Instead, I challenge you
to take up something this year: take up the knowledge of God’s Love. May this
season of Lent be a time to once again receive the knowledge that in Christ,
God’s love is shown. A thought about pandemic Lent that is straight from the
hart. Amen.

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
Winter Schedule
• Sundays at 9 a.m. and
10:45 a.m. (Saturday
service suspended)
• Home worship services
available every weekend at
VLC-NY.org, YouTube, or
FaceBook
• Prayer Conference Call
through 2/9 on Tuesdays at
6:00 p.m.
(call 1-732-434-3982).
• During Lent, we will hold a
Lenten Prayer service on
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m.
(call 1 929-205 6055
meeting ID: 994 3979 7879)
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BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY/ LWML
3rd Saturday of the month
9:00 – 10:30 a.m.
Please join the Women's Bible Study/LWML
meeting via Zoom or teleconference Saturday
2/20 at 9 a.m. We will continue
to use the text Just Enough Light
for the Step I'm On, Trusting God
in the Tough Times by Stormie
Omartian. Please read chapters
13 and 14 in preparation for our
discussion.

Wednesdays of Lent at 7:30 PM
February 24, March 3, 10, 17 & 24

https://zoom.us/j/99439797879
(via Computer or Smart Device)

+1 929 205 6099 - Meeting ID: 994 3979 7879
(Via Conference Call)
Streaming live on the VLC Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/VillageLutheranBronxville/live/

To login via Zoom:
Go to https://zoom.us/s/5013757293
There is no password.
To call in via telephone:
Call 929-205-6099
If asked for a meeting identification number, please
use 5013757293.
We hope that we will be able to hold future
meetings in person. If you are new to our study or
have any questions please contact Deacon Wendy
at 914-391-9356 or Terry Vidal at
terry.n.vidal@gmail.com.

Midweek Lenten Worship experience from Village Lutheran Church, 172 White Plains Rd., Bronxville, NY 10708
www.VLC-NY.ORG + 914-337-0207 (1003)

Worship Schedule Update
The Saturday Service has been temporarily suspended for the winter. We continue with two services on Sunday at 9:00 &
10:45 a.m. Our plan is to resume the three-service schedule on Saturday, 3/7.
A Prayer Conference Call is offered each week on Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m through Tuesday, 2/9. The call-in number
is (1) 732-434-3982. If you have any prayer requests, please fill out the back side of the Attendance Form at in-person
church services or contact Kim Rapillo, Church Office Administrative Assistant, at 914-337-0207 x1003 or KRapillo@VLCNY.org.
Ash Wednesday is 2/17 – We will offer two in-person services, at 12:00 noon and 7:30 p.m., with Holy Communion as
well as a virtual prayer service online. Subsequent Lenten midweek prayer services will be held via Zoom. See Flyer above
for further details as we prepare to enter into the holy season of Lent.
1st Communion Instruction for 5th graders and older: Unlike previous years, the program has been
pushed back (from Lent to after Easter) because of COVID-19. In 2021, classes will meet on Wednesday
4/14, 4/21 and 4/28 from 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. The Early First Communion Lock-in will be on Friday
4/30. Our hope is that all classes and the lock-in may be safely held in person but there will be a Zoom
option and the instruction will become remote if conditions require it. The classes instruct the children on
the meaning of this Christian Sacrament and prepare them to receive 1st Holy Communion at a special service on
Sunday 5/2 at 10:45 a.m. If you would like to have your child complete the 1st Holy Communion classes, please feel free
to call 914-337-0207 x1003 or e-mail VLCMAIL@VLC-NY.ORG to receive a registration form. The Chapel School students
and community youth are welcome too!
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VLC MUSIC MINISTRY 2020

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES

Cherub Choir is here to sing... and we would love for
you to join us! Cherub Choir is for children in preschool
through 2nd grade. We will be hosting sing-alongs on
Zoom every 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month. Email
Kate Marino at KMarino@TheChapelSchool.org to
receive the Zoom link for each meeting. We can’t wait to
see you!
Youth & High School Choir – For information regarding
Youth Choir and High School Choir, please email Hannah
Pitman at HPitman@TheChapelSchool.org. We will have
a Google Classroom for all announcements.
Village Bells will resume rehearsals on Wednesdays at
6:30 p.m., beginning 2/3. We will not meet on Ash
Wednesday 2/17.
Pianists and other instrumental soloists of all ages
are encouraged to share their gifts in worship. Please
contact Deb Reiss at 914-337-0207 x1018 or
DReiss@VLC-NY.org to make arrangements.

The Mount Vernon Soup Kitchen: We will be providing
the ENTIRE meal on the second Wednesday of each month.
Our next date is 2/10. We will provide enough food to feed
80 people. Volunteers are needed to prepare trays of food,
which will be collected in a drive thru fashion in the
Concordia parking lot from 12 noon to 1 p.m. To volunteer
or get more information, please contact Nelly Palumbo
at 347-538-2909 or NPalumbo@TheChapelSchool.org.
Visit: https://tinyurl.com/Cooking2021 to sign up.
ECAP: A drive thru drop-off collection of non-perishable
food items will take place on the 3rd Thursday of each
month, to benefit ECAP. This contact-free event will take
place on 2/18. Donations will be placed in the open car
trunks in the Concordia parking lot from 12 noon to 1 p.m.
Questions? Contact Nelly Palumbo at
NPalumbo@TheChapelSchool.org.
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY: Prayer Shawls
are hand made and bring solace to anyone
that has been injured, or recovering from
surgery. A prayer shawl brings cheer to the
recipient because it lets them know they are
remembered in prayer. If you know someone who could use
the comfort and warmth a prayer shawl provides, please
contact Kim Rapillo at
914-337-0207 x1003 or KRapillo@VLC-NY.org.

VLC YOUTH 2020
VOYAGERS Grades 3 – 6

Join the fun at Voyagers! We will continue our meetings virtually and meet 2/4, 2/11, 2/18 and 2/25
from 6 – 6:30 p.m. via Zoom. If you would like to receive the craft materials for our meetings and/or
if you are not on our email list and would like to be added for the Zoom link, please contact Erika
Schultz at tyandbash@aol.com or 914-414-5542.

LIFERS Grades 7 – 8

Contact Sarah Nunes at SNunes@VLC-NY.org with any questions or concerns.

LIFERS & CRUSADERS Grades 7 – 12

Donuts and Discussions: We will meet virtually on Sundays 2/7, 2/21 and 2/28 at 12 p.m. via
Zoom. The Zoom info will be provided to Lifers and Crusaders via text and email. If you would like to
be included on our email chain please contact Pastor Geminn at SGeminn@VLC-NY.org.
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FOCUS ON WORSHIP
By Deborah Reiss
The Transfiguration of Jesus is a
riveting eyewitness account of
something beyond our ability to see.
Many artistic renderings, especially
icons, set Jesus floating in the air while
Peter, James and John tumble down the
mountain in fear. While the narrative
indicates that the disciples were
definitely “frightened,” that does not
seem to be the dominant emotion to
me. Instead, I get a sense of the wonder and glory that made Peter want to stay up
on the mountain.
This painting by the Russian artist Aleksandr Ivanov (1806-1858) was done in
1824 when he was still quite young and trying to establish himself. He never did
achieve the critical acclaim he sought, but this scene captures for me the essence of
the Transfiguration experience better than any of the others I have found. It
conveys both the details of the story as related by Mark’s gospel and the
implications of its significance.
The first thing that happened was that Jesus’ clothes became “dazzling white,
whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them.” This is the part that you can
never see in full but want to visualize in some way. Jesus still looks like their
familiar and beloved rabbi, yet the divine radiance permeates His being and reveals
something the disciples had not realized existed.
Next, Mark tells us that Elijah and Moses appeared. Setting aside the question of
how they knew who it was, the disciples would have understood that these two
figures were central to the Messianic promise. Moses had met God face to face on
Mt. Sinai and had received the covenant that set apart the Israelites as the people
chosen to bear witness and carry the seed forward. Jesus was sent to fulfill
everything in the Law and to establish a new covenant, setting us free from sin to
live as God’s people forever. Elijah was the signal that the Messianic age was
beginning, and many of Elijah’s recorded miracles were replicated and exceeded by
those of Jesus. Peter felt the privilege of being on this holy ground, and he was
eager to have it continue. Look at him reaching out toward Jesus, bowled over but
seeking connection.
All of a sudden the cloud appears! This was a clear signal of the presence of YAHWEH,
who spoke from Mt. Sinai and warned the people not to approach. However, the
voice this time did not threaten or warn of potential wrath. God made Himself
known in this special way to tell the disciples that Jesus really was His own
precious Son, that Jesus spoke truth about His mission, and that they needed to
LISTEN to Him. This was witness and encouragement of the most intimate yet aweinspiring nature.
Peter, James and John did not really get it until much later. Sometimes it takes our
whole lives to see God at work and have some sense of how it all fits together. We
are blessed to have moments where the divine presence is made known to us in a
personal way, so that we can be encouraged by the power that guards us and offers
us the peace that passes all understanding. ’Tis good, Lord, to be here.

FEBRUARY 7: 5th Sunday after
Epiphany
FEBRUARY 14: Transfiguration
Sunday
FEBRUARY 17: Ash Wednesday
Services at 12:00 & 7:30 p.m.
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FEBRUARY 21: 1st Sunday in Lent
FEBRUARY 24: Midweek Prayer
Remote Prayer Service at 7:30 p.m.
FEBRUARY 28: 2nd Sunday in Lent
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SIMPLE WAYS TO GIVE

What better goal for this year than to
create your own personal legacy to
continue your ministry beyond your own
lifetime? We support our congregation
and other ministries with our gifts during
our lifetimes, but creating a legacy
through a permanent fund means our
ministry will continue for all perpetuity.
Create a list of the ministries you love
and support now. Consider your own
dreams for those ministries for the
future. Next consider all the goals you
have (support your family, provide for
your own retirement, provide an
education for grandchildren).
Meet with your professional advisor or
our Planned Giving Officer, Mr. William
O’Doherty, 1-800-838-1159
or william.odoherty@thrivent.com to
learn how informed estate planning can
increase the overall value of your estate
with a gift of tax-burdened assets (like
IRAs, 401(k), or savings bonds) to the
church.
We hope you would consider a legacy gift
that would support Village Lutheran
Church & The Chapel School in your
plans.
There will always be a need to help the
poor, the sick and the disenfranchised in
our world. We will always need to help
provide for ministerial education. Long
after our lifetimes there will be people
teaching other people about Jesus
Christ. Create your legacy now to
support these ministries now and beyond
your lifetime.
Please let us know if you provide for our
church, so we can welcome you into our
Halter Legacy Circle.
Contact Pastor Hartwell at
RHartwell@VLC-NY.org or
Kim Zwisdak in the Development Office
at
KZwisdak@TheChapelSchool.org to
learn more.
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THE CHAPEL SCHOOL NEWS
By Principal Michael Schultz

What's Happening @ TCS in February?
JOIN US for The 2021 Gathering of Friends "Spring Festival!" on Saturday 5/15
right here at Village Lutheran Church and The Chapel School!
Special Thanks to Co-Chairs Natasha Pierre Graham and Erika Schultz, and their many
volunteers for all of their selfless and tireless efforts to benefit Village Lutheran Church
and The Chapel School. Tickets for this fun, outdoor fellowship event on 5/15 will be
available soon!

Exciting news! The Virtual TCS Spring Musical (May/June
2021) will be The Little Mermaid Jr.

Four TCS Class of 2024 Fifth Graders Awarded TCMS Merit
Scholarships! Congratulations to Elizabeth Gianserra, Liam Uhrlass,
Sean Keough and Sophia Henderson for earning their way to the first
of potentially three years of recognition for achievement, community
involvement and service.
Blue Ribbon Foundation Names Four NEW Directors and Provides $5,000 Grant for TECH Upgrades!
The Blue Ribbon Foundation proudly announces the addition of four new
Directors, including Sheridan Denfeld, Kim Coley-Thomas, Sarah Darwin
and Adrienne Stewart ... AND gives TCS a $5,000 grant for technology
upgrades!
2021 TCS Golf Outing - GOLFERS and SPONSORS NEEDED!
We're Back at SIWANOY! ... JOIN US on Monday, 5/24 for our 2021 TCS Golf Outing at Siwanoy Country Club in Bronxville.
More information to come. This is a great day of golf and a wonderful opportunity to raise money for scholarships for
students at The Chapel School. Golfers and Sponsors Needed! Interested?
Please contact Michael Schultz at (914) 337-3202 x1127 or
MSchultz@TheChapelSchool.org. Online registration will be live soon! We will
again have lots of exciting prizes up for "Pay to Play" at exclusive "must play"
venues! You won't want to miss it!
The Chapel School Offering Recipients ~ February & March 2021
FEBRUARY - Atlantic District. Our regional Lutheran Church body (Diocese)
has created special programs to react quickly to disasters and special regional needs by offering the caring compassion of
Christ. Our gifts will help many as the District uses our support to react quickly in a time of crisis.
MARCH - Lutheran Schools Association. This well-respected regional organization provides training, professional
expertise and a state/national presence for Lutheran Schools. We are a proud partner of LSA and are pleased to work
with Lutheran schools around the region as we share Christ and quality education.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
Sunday School is being offered remotely to families at home. Children who attend in-person services are invited to pick up
an activity kit with a snack, coloring sheet and related material on the Sunday School theme of the day. If you have any
questions, please contact Superintendent Sarah Gleason at chrisnysarah@netscape.net or 914-610-0822.

STEWARDSHIP NEWS
There is an urgent need for tuition relief for families hit hard by the pandemic. We need your help.
Our world needs communities of hope and nurture, now more than ever. Our needed goal
is $500,000 to cover financial aid awards this current school year, and next. This precious
gift will allow families to recover from the pandemic and keep the students strong during
these most challenging days. Please, may we count on you to stand united and strong?
There are several ways you can support
VLC & TCS.
1. Online. Head over to our giving page on our website. (at VLC-NY.org or TheChapelSchool.org)
2. Text. You can even make your gift by text!
To securely make a gift, text your gift AMOUNT to 1 (914) 368-6636.
Make sure to use the dollar sign before the amount and VLC or TCS after. Example: $100 TCS OR $100 VLC
If this is your first time you will be asked to register with a credit/debit card.
3. Check. You can mail your donation or drop it off at the reception desk. Attn: Development Office, 172 White Plains Road,
Bronxville, NY 10708
4. Appreciated Securities. If you own stock or appreciated securities, a gift of these may help you avoid paying any capital gains
on any increase in the stock’s value. And, you receive an income tax charitable deduction for the full market value of the stock at
the time of the gift. Of course, we urge you to check with your tax preparer regarding these issues.
5. Matching Gifts. For all who work for companies who match gifts to elementary education, please don’t disregard the
matching gift opportunities therein. Village Lutheran Church & The Chapel School may receive hundreds of dollars more in
gift income by simply invoking the opportunity your employer already offers – it’s there to be used! Some organizations are
hesitant or have a policy against contributing directly to religious organizations. The Blue Ribbon Foundation
(brf-ny.org) is a separate not for profit foundation whose primary mission is to raise funds for The Chapel School. Most
organizations are able and pleased to donate to The Blue Ribbon Foundation.
No amount is too small.
If you have already given, once again we say THANK YOU!!
Is my gift tax-deductible?
Yes. Village Lutheran Church and The Chapel School is a tax-exempt organization. All gifts are tax-deductible.

Mark Your Calendars…Our Gathering-of-Friends Spring Festival is scheduled for Saturday 5/15/2021 ...
with fun, OUTDOOR, in-person fun, festivities and food trucks to kick off online bidding that will culminate at the 2021
TCS Golf Outing at Siwanoy Country Club on Monday 5/24.
It is never too early to start gathering/arranging prizes and raffle items. If you or someone
you know has a timeshare, business or service, golf club membership or other unique
experience and they are willing to donate please let us know.
To make the upcoming Gala a fun and successful event, we need your help!
If you are interested in acquiring auction items, soliciting sponsorships, decorating,
brainstorming, and/or even lending a hand, please consider joining a committee. New
families are especially welcome!
https://tinyurl.com/2021GOF
www.gathering-of-friends.org
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This morning I woke up to the exciting news that the New York Jets hired Robert Saleh as
their new head coach, signaling an exciting future. This comes after the second worst
season in franchise history. In many ways this news reminds me of when the team hired
head coach Bill Parcells after their worst season in franchise history (1996). Parcells had
an immediate impact, turning the Jets around into a winning team in just one season. They went from 1-15 to 9-7. After
enduring an awful season twenty four years later, I have high hopes as a Jets fan. It would seem historical precedent is on
my side. Of course, I have my apprehensions, too.
In retrospect, the one thing that is clear to me as a fan is that in order to get to this exciting moment we had to bear the
darkness of an awful season. I know I am being somewhat melodramatic, but in many different situations and
circumstances things usually don’t get better until they first get worse. We go through the darkness and cold of winter in
order to get to the light and warmth of spring. We go through the pain of childbirth in order to have a child. We often learn
life’s great lessons in the depths of tragedy so that we might become wiser. The truth of death and Resurrection is all
around us if we have eyes to see.
As a culture we tend to shy away from failure, from those things that might expose our weaknesses or make us look foolish,
but those are the very things that tend to push us towards greater growth and life. This is exactly what we witness in the
arrest, rejection, and death of Jesus. It could get no worse after Jesus breathed His last on the Cross. Yet three days later He
would be raised from the dead. That is the great mystery of our faith and I would argue the great mystery that undergirds
so much of what we experience on a day-to-day basis.
In Christ,
Pastor Geminn+

Together---Too Much or Too Little?

By: Rev. Dr. Ronald Lehenbauer, LMFT, LCC Pastoral Counselor

In our hectic modern times many couples and families have difficulty finding enough time to spend together. Work and school and
schedules keep us so busy, we have to be very intentional about scheduling time for connection with family and spouses and our close
relationships.
Or perhaps in this past year we’ve encountered the opposite problem – too much time together. The pandemic has isolated us in our
homes – many even working from home – and perhaps some couples and families feel like they’re seeing too much of each other.
Whether it’s too much or too little time together, perhaps the more important question is about the quality of the time we spend
together. When we’re together, how do we connect with each other? What activities do we enjoy together? How do we talk and what
do we talk about? How do we handle disagreements? When arguments break out, how do we repair what’s broken in our
relationships? (I’ve created a poster I often share with couples and families in counseling: “Disagreement is inevitable. Hostility is
optional.”)
When people live together in the same dwelling, each person needs a balance of “alone-time” and “together-time.” And that balance may
vary from individual to individual. But the quality of the “together-time” is essential for intimate and happy relationships.
Spontaneity, play and fun make for happy and close relationships. But those kind of connections don’t always happen spontaneously –
without planning. Often we need to be intentional about scheduling, planning and prioritizing activities, conversations and good times
together. And we need to be intentional about how we talk to each other, how we settle differences, how we self-regulate our own
difficult emotions. (As a pastoral counselor, I spend a lot of time with couples helping them learn a new way to talk to each other and
handle their disagreements. And I help them learn some mindful ways of self-regulating.)
Close relationships in marriages and families are also strengthened and enhanced by spending quality time together with God. Sharing
the Bible together. Praying together. Singing together. Worshiping together. Communing together. Connecting with God together.
You might think of your close relationships this way: Couples and families share a “joint EMOTIONAL bank account” with each other.
You always want to keep a high balance in that joint account. If you do, your relationships will move along fairly smoothly and
enjoyably, and you’ll be able to fairly easily solve any problems that arise. But if the balance is low, there will probably be a lot of
anxiety and difficult moments in the relationships. You don’t want to get overdrawn.
The key is to make a lot of deposits into that joint account to keep the balance high. What kind of deposits? Fun and enjoyable times
together. Useful and happy and intimate conversations and dialogues. Giving frequent appreciations to each other. Connecting with
God together. Working on joint projects. Solving problems together. (And add your own thoughts and ideas here. What deposits can you
make? ) You’re a gift from God to each other.
Dr. Lehenbauer, a certified Imago Relationship Counselor, counsels adults and couples. For an appointment with any of our counselors or for more
information, call LCC at 1-800-317-1173. For safety, all sessions are currently provided using a secure, HIPAA compliant virtual video and/or audio platform.
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TO KNOW, LIVE AND SHARE
THE LOVE OF CHRIST
Under the blessing of God, the
mission of Village Lutheran
Church is a ministry of the Word
and Sacraments. This ministry
gives opportunities for mission,
witness, nurture, fellowship,
stewardship and service. It
focuses on the specific needs of
individuals and groups within the
congregation and extends to the
church-at-large, the community
and the world.
The Chapel School is an integral
part of the congregation’s
ministry directed specifically to
children. It provides a distinctive
Christian education enabling
children to evidence a Christian
lifestyle and to achieve academic
success.

TO GOD ALONE BE GLORY

Gifts Were Given By:
Lorraine Weatherhogg
In Memory of Eric Weatherhogg

Visit our homepage at
VLC-NY.org

and look for the above
image to sign up for our
weekly digital
newsletter.
Receive the latest
worship service,
bulletin and
Village Voices right to
your inbox.

Chris & Tom Rogers
In Honor of Emma & Lilly Geminn
The Parents of
Silvio Michael Martucci
In Honor of his Baptism
Helmut Heyde
In Honor of
Carol Ann (Wnuck) Heyde
and
Grace (EVJEN) Wnuck
Janet & Bill Hildreth
In Memory of Christopher J. Massa
Carol & Louis Martucci
In Honor of
Silvio Michael Martucci’s Baptism

