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VILLAGE VOICES
STRAIGHT FROM THE HART
By Rev. Dr. Robert Hartwell

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP
•

In-person services:
Saturday 5:30p.m. and
Sundays at 9 a.m. and
10:45 a.m.

•

Home worship services
are available every
weekend at VLC-NY.org,
YouTube, or FaceBook.

•

Prayer Conference call
resumes on Tuesday,
4/13 at 6 p.m.

“To Know, Live and Share the Love of Christ!”
(The Mission Statement of Village Lutheran Church and The Chapel School)
Currently I am working with Ministry Clarity CoDirectors, Chris Gleason and Kim Zwisdak, as we lead
the congregation through a Ministry Clarity Process
(strategic plan) designed to help our church and
ministries come out strong after the pandemic. Under
the guidance of Rev. Billy Brath, our Facilitator from
LCEF (which offers the planning assistance), we held
a meeting in early March with many key leaders to discuss hopes and aspirations
for the near term. We look forward to inviting you all to share your own hopes for
our ministry, but in the meantime please join with our Ministry Clarity Prayer
Director, Deacon Wendy Krolides, in taking time to pray for the process and the
outcome of effective and encouraging ministry following the pandemic.
Over the next several months I will be sharing with you my heart for our mission
as I review the elements of our Mission Statement, which is our primary guiding
directive for our ministry. You probably are familiar that our mission, for both our
church and school, is “to know, live and share the love of Christ.” We begin our
review with the first part, “to know.”
To know the love of Christ is our first and most personal priority. To “know the
love of Christ” means to experience God’s love as a matter of personal faith and
affirm that Christ “has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and
won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or
silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death”
(Luther’s Small Catechism, 2nd Article). Our church is a community of people who
have experienced the forgiveness of sins that Jesus gives freely (Ephesians 2:8)
through His Word and the Sacraments. To have the forgiveness of sins means to
also have the assurance of God’s strength for this life and the promise of life
everlasting (John 10:10). Everything that we are as a church flows from this
personal relationship with Jesus, which has been given by God our Father, won for
us by Jesus’ death and resurrection, and is empowered in our lives, not by our
strength but by the Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:18-19).
Do you know the love of Christ? Our ministry connects
thousands of people each year with God’s Word, and
through His Word and the Sacraments people come to
know the love of Christ or grow in their depth of
knowledge of Christ’s love. May God help us to create
and sustain programs and ministry plans that keep this
a true priority. A thought about Mission Clarity and our priority to know the love of
Christ that is straight from the Hart.
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A Prayer for Ministry Clarity
by Deacon Wendy Krolides
Almighty God, Wonderful Counselor
We ask Your help to keep Village Lutheran Church’s strategic planning in line with our mission “to know, live and
share the love of Christ”. We pray that this process becomes a precious opportunity for each of us to fully understand
and embrace the mission of our church.
We ask You to strengthen our absolute belief and knowledge beyond any questioning that Jesus is Lord. We thank
You for the gift of our salvation and the comfort that knowing that we are saved through grace brings. We thank You
for the Sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion for the forgiveness of sin and as a means of receiving Your
grace.
Help us seek to discern Your will in all circumstances as we live in the love of Christ. Please help us not to conform to
this world but to seek and do what is acceptable and good in Your eyes. Give us the courage and compassion to avoid
anger, painful words, acting with bad intentions or dishonesty. Fortify us as we strive to be kind to one another, be
patient with one another and forgive one another.
Because we know and live the love of Christ, make us joyous in sharing the love of Christ. We give You thanks for all
those who used their time, talents, ingenuity, determination, and strength to care for others in so many ways this
past year during the COVID-19 pandemic. Encourage us all to participate in outreach activities. We pray that You
would break down the temporal barriers and fears of sharing the Gospel message. Make us bold and ready to share
the reason for the hope we have with gentleness and respect. In the name of our Savior Jesus, Amen.

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY/ LWML
3rd Saturday of the month
9:00 – 10:30 a.m.
The Women's Bible Study/LWML Society will
meet on Saturday 4/17 in-person in the
Multi-Purpose Room, or you can participate
via Zoom or teleconference. We will continue
to use the text Just Enough Light for the Step I'm
On, Trusting God in the Tough Times by Stormie
Omartian. Join us to discuss how we experience
God with us during times of disappointment, during dark
moments in our relationships and when we are in the midst of
the overwhelming. Please read Chapters 18 and 19 ahead of
time in preparation for our discussions.
To login via Zoom:
Go to https://zoom.us/s/5013757293
There is no password.
To call in via telephone:
Call 929-205-6099
If asked for a meeting identification number, please use
5013757293.
If you are new to our study or have any questions please
contact Deacon Wendy at 914-391-9356 or Terry Vidal at
terry.n.vidal@gmail.com.
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Prayer Conference call resumes on Tuesday 4/13
at 6 p.m. Join Pastor Hartwell and Minister of Music
Deb Reiss for quiet reflective prayer as we join
together in thanking God for the blessings He
provides and lift up the needs of the world and our
prayer lines during the pandemic.
The call-in number is (1) 732-434-3982.
If you have any prayer requests, please fill out the
reverse side of the Attendance Form at in-person
worship or contact Kim Rapillo, Church Office
Administrative Assistant, at 914-337-0207 x1003
or KRapillo@VLC-NY.org.

Save the Date

The Atlantic District
LWML Virtual Retreat
“Life in the Son” will be held on Saturday 4/24
at 10:00 a.m. Come share in worship, Bible Study,
song, mission and fellowship.
For more information contact Jeanette Coulthurst,
Chapel School teacher and VP for Mission Outreach
of the LWML Atlantic District, at
atlanticlwml@gmail.com.
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VLC MUSIC MINISTRY 2020

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES

Cherub Choir is here to sing... and we would love for
you to join us! Cherub Choir is for children in preschool
through 2nd grade. We will be hosting sing-alongs on
Zoom every 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month. Email
Kate Marino at KMarino@TheChapelSchool.org to
receive the Zoom link for each meeting. We can’t wait to
see you!
Youth & High School Choir – For information regarding
Youth Choir and High School Choir, please email Hannah
Pitman at HPitman@TheChapelSchool.org. We will have
a Google Classroom for all announcements.
Village Bells will be off on 4/7 and resume Wednesday
rehearsals at 6:30 p.m. on 4/14.
Pianists and other instrumental soloists of all ages
are encouraged to share their gifts in worship. Please
contact Deb Reiss at 914-337-0207 x1018 or
DReiss@VLC-NY.org to make arrangements.

The Mount Vernon
Soup Kitchen: We
will be providing the entire meal on the second and fourth
Wednesday of each month. Our next dates are 4/14 and
4/28. Please sign up in advance to choose your volunteer
date and food item and then pick up an aluminum tray
(from the back of the church or Reception Area), prepare
the food at home, and drop off at church between 12:00 and
1:00 p.m. on your assigned day. To volunteer or get more
information, please contact Nelly Palumbo at 347-538-2909
or NPalumbo@TheChapelSchool.org.
Visit: https://tinyurl.com/Cooking2021 to sign up.
ECAP: A drive thru drop-off collection of non-perishable
food items will take place on the 3rd Thursday of each
month, to benefit ECAP. The next contact-free event will
take place on 4/22. Donations will be placed in the open
car trunks in the Concordia parking lot from 12:00 to 1 p.m.
Questions? Contact Nelly Palumbo at
NPalumbo@TheChapelSchool.org.
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY: Prayer Shawls
are hand made and bring solace to anyone
that has been injured, or is recovering from
surgery. A prayer shawl brings cheer to the
recipient because it lets them know they are
remembered in prayer. If you know someone who could use
the comfort and warmth a prayer shawl provides, please
contact Kim Rapillo at 914-337-0207 x1003 or
KRapillo@VLC-NY.org.

“Catch a Lift” is an initiative at VLC/TCS that offers free rides to church worship through The
Bronxville Taxi Company (1 Depot Plaza, Bronxville, NY 10708; 914-337-8311). Participants
can simply stop by the Taxi Company at the Bronxville Train Station or call and arrange a lift to
church. Tell the dispatcher or taxi driver that this is a Village Lutheran Church “Catch a Lift”
ride and there is no cost. The cost of “Catch a Lift” is covered by the grant directed by a generous
church family.

VLC YOUTH 2020
VOYAGERS Grades 3 – 6
Join the fun at Voyagers! We will continue our virtual meetings via Zoom on 4/8, 4/15, and 4/22 from 6–6:30 p.m. If you
would like to receive the craft materials for our meetings and/or if you are not on our email list and would like to be added
for the Zoom link, please contact Erika Schultz at tyandbash@aol.com or 914-414-5542.

LIFERS Grades 7 – 8
Contact Sarah Nunes at SNunes@VLC-NY.org with any questions or concerns.

LIFERS & CRUSADERS Grades 7 – 12
Donuts and Discussions: We will meet virtually on Sundays 4/11, 4/18 and 4/25 at 12 p.m. via Zoom. The Zoom info
will be provided to Lifers and Crusaders via text and email. If you would like to be included on our email chain please
contact Pastor Geminn at SGeminn@VLC-NY.org.

3

1
2

“To Know, Live And Share The Love of Christ”

April 2021

FOCUS ON WORSHIP
By Deborah Reiss
One of the unexpected benefits of this
pandemic year has been appreciating
gifts for the eyes in Westchester.
Walking frequently in new places, I
have discovered so much natural as
well as created beauty. This sculpture
garden of Jesus the Good Shepherd is
nestled in the Maryknoll complex in
Ossining. Maryknoll provides a
retirement community and final resting
place for Catholic missionaries, and it was hit particularly hard by COVID last
spring. I was stunned to count almost 20 freshly dug graves. Nevertheless, their
grounds are filled with various flowering plants and trees, intriguing religious
works of art from around the world, and winding paths for contemplative walking.
The Gospel of John includes an extended metaphor on the Good Shepherd, one
excerpt of which we hear every year on the Fourth Sunday after Easter. It is a
popular and well-known theme, but in our text for this year, John 10:11-18, I was
struck by two ideas in particular. The first is that Jesus identifies Himself as the
“Good” Shepherd. This is in contrast to the religious leaders who, like an earlier
generation described in Ezekiel 34, were supposed to tend the flock but merely
acted as a “hired hand” who cares nothing for the sheep. While they would run
away in the face of danger and abandon the sheep, Jesus claimed the sheep as His
very own and was therefore willing to lay down His life for them. If you have been
in a position of leadership, you know it is both challenging and rewarding to be a
shepherd. Am I prepared to do what is necessary to be a good caretaker? Are my
decisions best for those depending on me? The good news is that Jesus has done
the hardest part and is always there to carry us through the difficult moments.

SIMPLE WAYS TO GIVE
Use your savings to create a legacy!
If you are 70 1/2 or older, you can use
your Individual Retirement Account
(IRA) to support Village Lutheran
Church & The Chapel School.
Some facts about an IRA rollover:
•
•
•

Direct up to $100,000 as a gift
Reduce taxable income, even
without itemized deductions
Avoid deduction limits

Contact us to learn how you can create
your legacy by making an IRA
charitable rollover gift to Village
Lutheran Church and The Chapel
School this year. Contact us today
at (914) 337-0207 x 1040
or VLCmail@VLC-NY.org.

What about the perspective of the sheep? The final thing Jesus adds is that His
flock is larger than what is currently in the sheep pen. Israel had been trained to
keep itself separated from other peoples so as not to be led astray by their false
religions. We can similarly get caught up in boundaries and fear of the unfamiliar,
or simply forget that God has plans and people we had no idea existed. Jesus
signaled to Israel that any perceived separation was coming to an end. There are
more sheep out there, and they will listen to Jesus and believe in Him. One flock,
one Shepherd. We are called to be sheep who stay tuned to the voice of the Good
Shepherd, and who welcome everyone into the fold.
When you consider the life of a missionary, you see a person dedicated to caring
for the flock. I would venture to guess that the retired missionaries see themselves
both as a shepherd, aspiring to offer care the way Jesus does, and as one of the
little sheep who can depend on the Good Shepherd. There are plenty of ways to
live our lives in service to those around us. Whether we have an active leadership
(shepherding) role or simply find ourselves in the pasture, we know that we are
loved and safe. The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
APRIL 2: Good Friday
Tenebrae Service 12:00 & 7:30 p.m.

APRIL 17-18: 3rd Sunday after
Easter

APRIL 3-4: Easter Sunday
Same festival liturgy at all three services

APRIL 24-25: 4th Sunday after
Easter
Good Shepherd Sunday
Youth Sunday

APRIL 10-11: 2nd Sunday after Easter
Meditation prepared by Deacon Student
Tony DeRosa
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Kim Zwisdak is leading
the blood drive and is available to
answer any questions.
If you would like to donate blood,
please contact the
Development Office
at
914-337-0207 x 1040
or
KZwisdak@TheChapelSchool.org

“To Know, Live And Share The Love of Christ”

April 2021

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER
IN-PERSON WORSHIP
•
•

Good Friday: Friday 4/2, Tenebrae Service of
Darkness at 12 noon and 7:30 p.m.
Easter Sunday Weekend: Saturday 4/3 at
5:30 p.m. and Sunday 4/4 at 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Celebrate the Resurrection at all three services.

All in-person Holy Week and Easter Services will also
feature an in-home service with a home liturgy and the
message of the day.
The in-home service can be accessed via the following
links:
VLC-NY.ORG
https://www.facebook.com/VillageLutheranBronxville
https://www.youtube.com/VillageLutheran

Check out the newly redesigned (and mobile
friendly) VLC-NY.ORG!
Find information on upcoming activities, read
the latest newsletter or bulletin, link to the
most current in-home service or VLC Sunday
School At Home, or fill out an online form for
various church-related requests.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
Sunday School is being offered remotely to families at home. Children who attend in-person
services are invited to pick up an activity kit with a snack, coloring sheet and related material
on the Sunday School theme of the day. If you have any questions, please contact
Superintendent Sarah Gleason at chrisnysarah@netscape.net or 914-610-0822.

First Communion Instruction for 5th Graders and Older
Unlike previous years, the program has been pushed back (from Lent to after Easter) because
of COVID-19. In 2021, classes will meet on Wednesday, 4/14, 4/21 and 4/28 from 6:00 –
7:00 p.m. The Early First Communion Lock-in will be on Friday 4/30. Our hope is that all
classes and the lock-in may be safely held in person but there will be a Zoom option and the
instruction will become remote if conditions require it. The classes instruct the children on
the meaning of this Christian Sacrament and prepare them to receive 1st Holy Communion
at a special service on Sunday 5/2 at 10:45 a.m. If you would like to have your child complete the 1st Holy
Communion classes, please feel free to call 914-337-0207 x1003 or e-mail VLCMAIL@VLC-NY.ORG to receive a
registration form. The Chapel School students and community youth are welcome too!
Thank you to VLC Member and Boy Scout Marco Renzo
(and his Scouting friends) for designating his Eagle Scout
project to fixing up the hymnal racks in church. They are cleaned
and new dampeners have been inserted so that the hymnals can be quietly and
cleanly used during worship. As we migrate back to singing as the pandemic
winds down, these newly refreshed hymnal racks (and the hymnals they
hold) will be a welcome sight for pandemic sore eyes.
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THE CHAPEL SCHOOL NEWS
By Principal Michael Schultz

April NEWS @ TCS!
Lutheran Schools Week Fun in 2021!
Lutheran Schools Week 2021 - United in Hope!

TCS Class of 2021 Students Make a Difference!
Achilles Siouzios and Robert Guhring to be honored at Loukoumi's 2021 Make a
Difference Dance Party in June for their leadership in TCS's support of Feeding
America! Congratulations!
TCS's Summer Program OPEN HOUSE –
Sunday, 4/25 from 12:30-3:00 p.m. Join Us or go to our website and REGISTER TODAY!
We were Successfully and Safely Open in 2020 and we are BACK & BETTER in 2021!
https://chapelschoolsummercamp.teampages.com/
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
5/15 – Gathering of Friends 2021 Spring Festival! Register for your tickets today!
5/24 – TCS Golf Outing at Siwanoy (Online registration OPEN)
The Chapel School Offering Recipients
APRIL - Rev. Schultheis's Pennsylvania Avenue Chocolates (Mission Field - Baltimore MD) and Wildlife
Conservation Society (SL2 Project - Ava Al-Omoush and Jillian Rooney).
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Recently I have been making my way through the book of Lamentations, which is believed
to have been written by Jeremiah the prophet. Jeremiah was also known as the “weeping
prophet.” He was called by God to warn both Israel and Judah of their coming destruction
in light of their idolatrous ways. Jeremiah met much resistance, mistreatment, and abuse.
In the end he witnessed the words he prophesied come to fruition as Jerusalem fell and was destroyed before his very eyes.
It is believed that he wrote Lamentations from this location.
Jeremiah tells us what he witnessed: hunger and search for food, dead bodies lying in the streets, the mockery of the
Babylonians as they looked on the city they had torn apart, and a people utterly dejected and worn down. Interestingly, in
the throes of such an experience, Jeremiah then begins to write about the steadfast love of the Lord. In fact, here’s what he
writes: “But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, His mercies never
come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.”
Despite the heartbreak in all that he witnessed, Jeremiah was able to hold dear to this one truth. He did not seek to explain
away the punishment that had come upon the Israelites for their unfaithfulness. He knew that it was deserving; he tried to
warn them and was met with rejection. But he also knew how deep God’s love was for him and his people. He knew that
such chastisement, however awful it may have been, had its place. God can and does use such things for our betterment. In
fact, it is often in such dire circumstances that our faith grows. As we Lutherans like to say, we need both law and gospel
and we can’t have one without the other. Or as Jeremiah puts it, “For the Lord will not reject forever. Although He causes
grief, He will have compassion according to the abundance of His steadfast love.”
In Christ,
Pastor Geminn+

Do you want to donate to help make our
Spring Festival as successful as it can be?
Please visit: tinyurl.com/2021AmazonList
Many levels of donations are available for individuals
or groups. All proceeds will go towards putting
together auction prizes for our Spring
Festival. If you or someone you know would like to
be an event sponsor or are willing to donate a stay in
your timeshare, golf membership, or other unique
experiences, please contact Kim Z. (914)337-3202
x1040. Volunteers are always needed so if you would
like to be a part of our team please let us know. New
families are especially welcome!
We are also looking for event sponsors. All
sponsorships include signage at the event and will be
listed on our website and displayed on our digital
bulletin boards.
•
•
•
•
•

Food Truck Sponsor - $5000
Entertainment Sponsor - $2500
Decorations Sponsor - $1000
Tent Sponsor - $500
Dunk Tank Sponsor - $350

For more information please visit
www.gathering-of-friends.org or contact the
Development Office.
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TO KNOW, LIVE AND SHARE
THE LOVE OF CHRIST
Under the blessing of God, the
mission of Village Lutheran
Church is a ministry of the Word
and Sacraments. This ministry
gives opportunities for mission,
witness, nurture, fellowship,
stewardship and service. It
focuses on the specific needs of
individuals and groups within the
congregation and extends to the
church-at-large, the community
and the world.
The Chapel School is an integral
part of the congregation’s
ministry directed specifically to
children. It provides a distinctive
Christian education enabling
children to evidence a Christian
lifestyle and to achieve academic
success.

TO GOD ALONE BE GLORY

MEMORIAL/HONORED VOICES
Gifts Were Given By:
Virginia Stong
In Memory of Edward Stong
Virginia Stong
In Loving Memory of Deacon Betty
Roberts
Roger & Coralie Pierson
In Memory of Lois Rehm
Joyce Jones
In Honor of Jesse Jones
Kim & Anthony Rapillo
In Memory of Robert K. Hartwell
Kevin & Mindy Warnken
In Memory of Robert K. Hartwell
Thomas Biele
In Memory of Helen Biele
Robert Roberts
In Loving Memory of Betty Roberts

Joan and Christy Bevers
In Memory of Robert K. Hartwell
David and Janine Gaffney
In Honor of the Baptism of their son
Edward James Gaffney III
Yvonne Palladino
In Memory of the 25th Anniversary of her
brother, Lewis Palladino
Kevin & Deborah Cook
In Memory of Pastor Hartwell's father,
Robert K. Hartwell

