
VILLAGE LUTHERAN CHURCH  
UPDATES ON HEALTH & SAFETY PRACTICES (May 20, 2021) 

 
 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo announced that New York State will adopt the Centers 
for Disease Control's (CDC) new guidance on mask and social distancing for people 
who have been vaccinated against COVID-19. Since the beginning of the pandemic, 
we have tried to follow all CDC and NYS guidance. Based on this information, we are 
keeping the following policies in place for the immediate future: 
 
The Chapel School - Per NYS regulations, TCS must continue to follow all distancing 
and mask requirements. If you are in the facility during the week, please anticipate 
and follow the guidelines.  
 
Masks in Worship - Per NYS and CDC guidelines, immuno-compromised and 
unvaccinated people must continue to wear a mask and social distance.  
Although fully vaccinated persons are no longer required to do so, it is strongly 
recommended that masks be worn by everyone indoors when the vaccination status 
is unknown. Since there are many, especially children, who are still unvaccinated, we 
ask that all worshipers continue to wear masks and social distance at this time. 
 
Social Distancing - Please be mindful of others when choosing your seat and spread 
out over the entire sanctuary. Pew sections with a red “x” are to be left empty. 
 
Worship Practices - Communion will continue to be offered through prepackaged 
kits. The kits contain grape juice and wheat wafers. Gluten-free wafers are available 
in separate packages. We have re-introduced singing on a limited basis in 
accordance with current guidelines.  
 
Cleaning Practice - We continue to use Merv-13 filtration with increased airflow, 
frequent cleanings, and hand sanitizer. Frequent hand washing is encouraged. 
 
Food and Drink - Any items will only be offered and consumed outside until further 
notice. We hope to have outdoor refreshments between services as of July 11, 2021. 
 
Streaming - All worship services will continue to be available online for those who 
desire or need to worship from home. Access through Facebook Live or the church 
website VLC-NY.org. 
 
 
 
Decisions about restarting of choirs, Sunday school, the distribution of Holy 
Communion in our more traditional fashion, and resuming our pre-pandemic 
practices will be made over the summer. Thank you for your patience as we continue 
to work through the ways we look out for each other and come together in this 
community. 
	


