
† ASH WEDNESDAY † 
March 2, 2022 

 

Service of Holy Communion 12:00 & 7:30 p.m. 
 
PRELUDE (12:00 Organ)  Southwell      J. Bert Carlson 
  (7:30 Handbells)   Meditation on “Slane”   Behnke/Honoré 
 
INVOCATION and CONFESSION (Congregation rising) 
P In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of Your people, turning 

us from our sin to live for You alone. 
C Give us the power of Your Holy Spirit, that we may confess our sin, 

receive Your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

P While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, God promises to heal us and forgive us. Let us then confess our 
sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

C Most holy and merciful God, we confess to You and to one another, 
and before the whole company of heaven, that we have sinned in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart. We 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We do humbly repent of 
all our sins, known and unknown, and pray that You would forgive 
us for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

P Lord, have mercy. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P Christ, have mercy. 
C Christ, have mercy. 
P Lord, have mercy. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
PRAYER and IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
P Brothers and sisters in Christ, on this day the Church begins a holy season 

of prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially directed to 
the holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. From ancient times 
the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, self-denial 
and humble repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently on 
His Word and draws from it life and hope. Let us pray: 

C O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they 
turn from their wickedness and live. We acknowledge that we are 
dust, and to dust we shall return. Create in us new and honest 
hearts so that, truly repenting of our sins, we may receive from 
You, the God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 2

The congregation is seated. If you would like to receive the sign of ashes on your 
forehead or hand, please come forward down the center aisle and return to your 
seat down the side aisle. Music for meditation will be offered during this time. 
 
DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS (Congregation rising) 
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. Through the Holy Spirit God cleanses 
us and gives us the power to proclaim the mighty acts of the One who calls 
us out of darkness into His marvelous light. As a called and ordained 
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
HYMN OF RESPONSE            (LSB Hymn 610, v. 4-5) 
Lord Jesus, think on me nor let me go astray; 
Through darkness and perplexity point out Your chosen way. 
 
Lord Jesus, think on me, that when this life is past 
I may th’ eternal brightness see and share Your joy at last. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON          Isaiah 58:1-12 
1Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my 
people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. 2Yet day after day they 
seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced 
righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me 
righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. 3“Why do we fast, but 
you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, you serve 
your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. 4Look, you fast 
only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you 
do today will not make your voice heard on high. 5Is such the fast that I choose, 
a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in 
sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord? 6Is 
not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs 
of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7Is it not to 
share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own 
kin? 8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall 
spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall 
be your rear guard. 9Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; you shall cry 
for help, and he will say, Here I am. If you remove the yoke from among you, the 
pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 10if you offer your food to the hungry 
and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness 
and your gloom be like the noonday. 11The Lord will guide you continually, and 
satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall 
be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. 12Your 
ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many 
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generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets 
to live in. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE            2 Corinthians 5:20 − 6:10 
5 20We entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he 
made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 6 1As we work together with him, we urge you also not to 
accept the grace of God in vain. 2For he says, “At an acceptable time I have 
listened to you, and on a day of salvation I have helped you.” See, now is the 
acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3We are putting no obstacle in 
anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as servants 
of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in 
afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, 
sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of 
spirit, genuine love, 7truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of 
righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8in honor and dishonor, in ill 
repute and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as 
unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and see − we are alive; as 
punished, and yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet 
making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
(7:30) CHANCEL CHOIR ANTHEM    Create in Me      Ralph Schultz 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 

Renew a right spirit within me. O cast me not away from Your presence, 
And take not Your Holy Spirit from me. Create in me… 

Restore to me the joy of salvation. Uphold me with Your free Spirit… 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

 
RESPONSORY (Congregation rising) 
P Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 
C slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 
GOSPEL         Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 6th chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
[Jesus taught them, saying:] 1“Beware of practicing your piety before others in 
order to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in 
heaven. 2So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised 
by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 3But when you give 
alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your 
alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
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5And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and 
pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by 
others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 6But whenever you pray, 
go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; 
and your Father who sees in secret will reward you... 16And whenever you fast, 
do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to 
show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their 
reward. 17But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18so that 
your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and 
your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 19Do not store up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in 
and steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY         LSB Hymn 560 
 Drawn to the Cross, Which Thou Hast Blessed    
 
SERMON   “Practicing Your Piety”            Rev. Dr. Robert Hartwell 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED (Congregation rising) 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits at 
the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
P Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OFFERING/VOLUNTARY Rockingham Old (Homage to Satie)   Benjamin Culli 
 
OFFERING PRAYER (Congregation rising) 
P Holy God, gracious and merciful, You bring forth food from the earth and 

nourish Your whole creation. 
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C Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may 
know Your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
† HOLY COMMUNION † 

PREFACE 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on us 

and given Your only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have eternal life. We give You thanks for the redemption You 
have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant Your Holy Spirit that we 
may faithfully eat and drink the fruits of His cross and receive the blessings 
of forgiveness and salvation that come to us in His life-giving body and 
blood. Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION and SIGN OF PEACE 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 

when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples, and 
said: “Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, 
and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all 
of you; this cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is shed for you for 
the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” 

P Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
C Lord, have mercy upon us and grant us Your peace. 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PREPARATION      (LSB Hymn 618, v. 1) 
I come, O Savior, to Thy table, for weak and weary is my soul; 
Thou, Bread of Life, alone art able to satisfy and make me whole: 
Lord, may Thy body and Thy blood be for my soul the highest good! 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
(7:30 Handbells)      O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days  Douglas Wagner 
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(Worshipers are invited to come forward to receive the pre-packaged Communion 
kit, then return to your seat to eat and drink. Children and those not partaking of 
communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing. If you need assistance, 
please alert the pastor or usher.) 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
P Merciful God, accompany our journey throughout these forty days. Renew 

us by our baptism to provide for those who are poor, to pray for those in 
need, and to fast from self-indulgence, that we may find our treasure in the 
life of Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and 

be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C      Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN  When I Survey the Wondrous Cross   LSB Hymn 426 
 
DISMISSAL 
P Go in peace to serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE           Aberystwyth    James Mansfield 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

COMMUNION STATEMENT 
Village Lutheran Church welcomes to Holy Communion those baptized Christians 
who: Know Jesus Christ as their Savior (John 20:31); Recognize that the body 
and blood of Christ are truly present in the bread and wine (1 Cor. 11:29); Are 
able to examine themselves and repent of their sins (1 Cor. 11:28); and Look to 
God’s Holy Spirit for help in living the Christian life (Col. 1:10). Persons not 
receiving Communion may come forward to receive a blessing. 
 
Participants in the Service: 
   12:00    7:30 
Lector  Deacon Joan Condon  Deacon Intern Janet George 
Ushers  Ilse Koerper   Warren Wong 
 
Health & Safety Precautions: Thank you for helping us care for each other. 

 If you are feeling unwell or have been exposed to or tested positive for 
Covid-19, please join us virtually (VLC-NY.org, YouTube, Facebook) 

 Feel free to move if you are uncomfortable with the proximity of a fellow 
worshipper 

 Masks are optional but strongly recommended for anyone at risk of illness 
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News and Notes: 
Prayer Shawls Urgently Needed: Do you like to knit or crochet? Prayer shawls 
are created by volunteers and sent to those recovering from illness or surgery. 
Pick up a brochure by the Jesus Fountain or at the tract rack by the church 
entrance for specific instructions. May God bless the work of your hands! 
 
Spring Worship Schedule: The Saturday evening service resumes this 
weekend, March 5 at 5:30 p.m., and will continue through June. Please also 
note that Daylight Savings Time begins the following weekend, March 12-13. 
Remember that the clock “springs forward” one hour! 
 
Lutheran Schools Week begins on Sunday, March 6, when we will celebrate 
Lutheran education and the ministry of The Chapel School. Our guest speaker will 
be Dr. Laura Labenberg, Executive Director of the Lutheran Schools Association, 
and there will be special music by The Chapel School Select Choir. 
 
Lunch Bunch Pre-Spring Luncheon - At VLC for vaccinated and boosted 
seniors on Tuesday, March 8, at 11:30 a.m. After we eat, a special guest will 
lead us in Tai Chi. Please RSVP by filling out the back side of the Attendance 
Form or contact the church office at 914-337-0207x1003 or KRapillo@VLC-NY.org 
 
Midweek Lenten services continue on Wednesdays with evening prayer and 
Holy Communion at 7:30 p.m. On March 9, our dramatic monologue will be from 
Peter’s mother-in-law. 
 
First Communion Instruction will be offered starting next week for youth in 
5th grade or older plus one parent or guardian. Classes will be held on 
Wednesdays, March 9, 16, 23 and 30, from 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. There will be a 
lock-in on Friday, April 1, and a special First Communion service on Sunday, April 
3, at 10:45 a.m. For more information, or to register your child, please contact 
the church office at 914-337-0207 x1003 or KRapillo@VLC-NY.org. 
 
Easter Baskets for Community Children: You can bring joy to a child who has 
very little. Please pick up an empty basket at the back of the church and fill it 
with some of the suggested items. Wrap in cellophane and return to the church 
no later than Sunday, April 3. 
 
SOUP KITCHEN - Aluminum trays are available at the Reception Desk. 
Volunteers prepare food in the trays and drop off in the parking lot from 12:00-
1:00. The next date is Wednesday, March 16. Please sign up in advance to 
confirm your contribution. For more information, contact Nelly Palumbo at 
NPalumbo@thechapelschool.org or 347-538-2909. 
 
Women’s Bible Study/LWML - The next meeting is Saturday, March 19, at 
9:00 a.m. Join us to study three examples of faith when Jesus returns from 
Samaria to Jerusalem to begin His ministry in Galilee. Please read John 4:43-54, 
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Luke 4:14-30 and 5:1-11 in preparation. For more information, contact Deacon 
Wendy at 914-391-9356 or Terry Vidal (terry.n.vidal@gmail.com). 
 
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS) representative Katharine 
Nemeth from will be at VLC on Sunday, March 20. She will bring greetings from 
LIRS at the 9:00 and 10:45 a.m. services and will also give a brief presentation 
between services. Meet Katie here to find out more or go to www.lirs.org 
 
RideConnect, a program of Family Services of Westchester, provides free 
volunteer transportation and resource and referral advice to adults age 60+. 
Please let people know this service is available, and consider volunteering 
yourself. For information on volunteering, or to request a ride or resource 
information, call the office Monday-Friday from 9-5 at 914-242-7433 or go to 
www.RideConnectWestchester.org  
 
Music Ministry: Please note the schedule for this week: 

 Village Belles - Rehearse Wednesday, March 9, at 6:30 p.m. 
 Youth Choir - Rehearse Thurs., March 3, at 7:00 p.m. 
 Chancel Choir - Off Thursday, March 3, and Sunday, March 6 
 High School Choir – Meet Sunday, March 6, at 8:30 a.m. 

For more information, contact Deb Reiss at DReiss@VLC-NY.org or George Heath 
at GHeath@VLC-NY.org. 
 
Wednesday Bible Study - Gather in Friendship Room starting at 10:45 a.m.; 
study begins at 11:00 a.m. On March 9, we will continue looking at Philippians 1.  
 
Prayer Line:  We pray for the sick and those experiencing any kind of difficulty:  
John Accocella, Robert Burriesci, Flora Caivano, Frank Clark, Ginny Connely, Rev. 
Rudy DeRosa, Gail Epstein, Charlie Eisenberg, Deacon Faith Forliano, Richard 
Forliano, Ben Hartwell, Chris Hayes, Keith Hough, Mike Knuth, Deacon Joe 
Lamoureux, Eugene Lunog, Janet Lunog, Chris Murphy, Carol Pietarinen, Sylvia 
Puig, Kristine Pulaski, Morena Rodriquez, Rev. Roberto Rojas Sr., Willi Rosendahl, 
Tom Sluberski, Ben Tashoff, Deb Tashoff, Mindy Warnken, Alfred Woltersdorf 
 
Bereavement Prayer Line: We pray for those who are grieving the loss of a 
loved one. 

 Doug Salsbury, cousin of Ilse Koerper, who passed away on February 19, 
2022 

 Edna Schloton, friend of the VLC community and mother of Joy Elwell and 
Nancy Kavanagh, who passed away on February 12, 2022 

 Winifred Lehenbauer, cousin of Kathy Coffey and Mary Messner Martin, 
who passed away on February 11, 2022 

 
Village Lutheran Church and The Chapel School 
172 White Plains Road, Bronxville, NY 10708 

914-337-0207 + www.VLC-NY.ORG  


