
† PRAYER SERVICE WITH HOLY COMMUNION † 

20th Anniversary of 9/11 

September 11, 2021 - 5:30 p.m. 
 

 
PRELUDE        O God, Our Help       Robert Hobby 

 
INVOCATION and CONFESSION (Congregation rising) 

P In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C      Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 

not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 

Your will and walk in Your ways, to the glory of Your holy name. 
Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for us, and for His sake 
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by 

His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN           (LSB Hymn 733, v. 1-2, 6) 

O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 
our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home: 

 
Under the shadow of Thy throne Thy saints have dwelt secure; 

sufficient is Thine arm alone, and our defense is sure. 
 

O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 
be Thou our guard while troubles last and our eternal home! 

 
LITANY OF REMEMBRANCE (Based on a Rabbinic manual) 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

P We were afraid on that first 9/11 and we have had many days of fear since 
9/11. But that doesn’t mean we, as Christians, have to be ruled by our 

fear. Let us join tonight in solidarity of suffering and compassion, 

remembering the people and events of 9/11 and what has transpired since, 
and by sitting with our fears, may we feel God’s presence. Let us pray: 
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P In the rising of the sun and in its going down, 

C WE REMEMBER THEM 
P When we are weary and in need of strength, 

C WE REMEMBER THEM 
P When we are lost and sick of heart, 

C WE REMEMBER THEM 
P When we have joys we yearn to share,  

C WE REMEMBER THEM 
P So long as we live, they too shall live, for they are now a part of us, 

C WE REMEMBER THEM 
P In the blowing of the wind and in the chill of winter, 

C WE REMEMBER THEM 
P In the opening of buds and in the birth of spring, 

C WE REMEMBER THEM 
P In the blueness of the sky and in the warmth of summer, 

C WE REMEMBER THEM 

P In the rustling of leaves and in the beauty of autumn, 
C WE REMEMBER THEM 

P In the beginning of the year and when it ends, 
C WE REMEMBER THEM 

P In all our remembering, bless us with Your peace, O Lord. 
C Amen. 

 
FIRST READING            Colossians 3:12-15 

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other 

and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as 
the Lord forgives you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them 

all together in perfect unity.              
L          This is the Word of the Lord. 

C          Thanks be to God. 

 
SECOND READING               Philippians 4:6-9 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which 

transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus. Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 

whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable – if anything is 
excellent or praiseworthy – think about such things. Whatever you have learned 

or received or heard from me, or seen in me – put it into practice. And the God of 
peace will be with you.        

L          This is the Word of the Lord. 
C          Thanks be to God. 
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ALLELUIA VERSE (Congregation rising) 

P Alleluia. As You calmed the storms with Your disciples, so calm our hearts, 
C and create in us hearts of courage and compassion. Alleluia.  

 
GOSPEL              Mark 4:35-41 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 4th chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
35On that day, when evening had come, [Jesus] said to them, “Let us go across 

to the other side.” 36And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in 
the boat, just as he was. Other boats were with him. 37A great windstorm arose, 

and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already being swamped. 
38But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and said 

to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” 39He woke up and 
rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind ceased, 

and there was a dead calm. 40He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you 

still no faith?” 41And they were filled with great awe and said to one another, 
“Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?”  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY   Be Still, My Soul    LSB Hymn 752 

 
SERMON     “The God of Peace Has Been With Us”      Rev. Dr. Robert Hartwell

  
APOSTLES’ CREED (Congregation rising) 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 

day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits at 

the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OFFERING/VOLUNTARY   It is Well          John Carter 
 

† HOLY COMMUNION † 
 

PREFACE (Congregation rising) 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who calms the troubled storm and promised 

to be with us always, even to the end of the age. For all this the whole 
earth rejoices with exceeding joy. Therefore, with angels and archangels, 

and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might:  Heaven and earth 
are full of Your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He who 

comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples, and 

said: “Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, 

and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all 
of you; this cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is shed for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” 

 
P The gifts of God for the people of God. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
Worshipers are invited to come forward to receive the pre-packaged Communion 

kit, then return to your seat to eat and drink. Children and those not partaking of 

communion are welcome to come forward for a blessing. If you need assistance, 
please alert the pastor or usher. 

 
After all have communed, we will continue with the prayers and candle-lighting 

ritual. 
 

9/11 PRAYERS (Congregation rising) 
P As St. Paul admonished the Colossians, so I pray for you: “Let the peace of 

Christ rule in your hearts.” Let us join in prayer with the words: Lord, bring 
us peace. 

 
P Remembering the thousands who died because of the September 11th 

attacks, and all who have died of 9/11 related causes since then, we pray 
to the Lord: 

C Lord, bring us peace. 
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P For the families and friends of those who died, that they may know God’s 

loving kindness and find healing in their grief, we pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, bring us peace. 

 
P For all the people of the United States who have suffered physically, 

emotionally, economically, mentally, or spiritually because of these acts of 
terror, that they may be consoled, we pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, bring us peace. 
 

P For all people throughout the world who suffer because of terrorism and 
injustice, poverty, sickness and war, that we have compassion to care for 

them and the strength to work for their liberation, we pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, bring us peace. 

 
P For all battling Covid-19, and all recovering; for all impacted by violent 

storms and weather, especially Hurricane Ida; for any in need, for our 

private intentions, and for all the prayers of our hearts that we offer in the 
quiet of this moment...(PAUSE), we pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, bring us peace. 
 

A PRAYER FOR THE WORLD (by Rabbi Harold S. Kushner) 
P Let the rain come and wash away the ancient grudges, the bitter hatred 

held and nurtured over the generations. 
C Let the rain wash away the memory of the hurt, the neglect. Then 

let the sun come out and fill the sky with rainbows. 
P Let the warmth of the sun heal us wherever we are broken. 

C Let it burn away the fog so that we can see each other clearly. So 
that we can see beyond labels, beyond accents, gender or skin 

color. 
P Let the warmth and brightness of the sun melt our selfishness. 

C So that we can share the joys and feel the sorrows of our 

neighbors. 
P And let the light of the sun be so strong that we will see all as our 

neighbors. 
C Let the earth, nourished by rain, bring forth flowers to surround us 

with beauty. And let the mountains teach our hearts to reach 
upward to heaven. Amen 

 
CANDLE-LIGHTING RITUAL 

P Jesus is the Prince of Peace. He told us to act with courage and compassion 
and to work for peace. We can begin now – by offering some sign of peace 

to those around us here. As followers of Christ, we must also take this sign 
of peace to those in our families, neighborhoods, and workplaces. We must 

take it to the world. We start by offering a sign of peace to those here 
present with a wave or a smile. 

 (Everyone shares sign of peace) 
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[The Pastor lights his taper from the Paschal Candle and all present are invited to 

come forward, receive the light of peace, and return to their seats. Once all 
candles are lit, we sing.] 

 
LET THERE BE PEACE ON EARTH 

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me. 
Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be. 

With God as our Father, brothers all are we; 
Let me walk with my brother in perfect harmony. 

 
Let peace begin with me, let this be my moment now. 

With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow: 
To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally. 

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me. 
 

TOLLING OF THE BELLS 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (Congregation rising) 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 

come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 

the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and 

be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
C      Amen. 

P Go in peace to serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE       Let There Be Peace      Charity Boyles 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

Participants in the Service: 

Rev. Dr. Robert Hartwell, Senior Pastor 

Deborah Reiss, Organist 
Larry Cosentino, Lector 

 
 

Adapted from a service from The Voice of Renewal/Lay Education National Working Group 

 
 



 

 

7

News and Notes: 

Flowers in the Chancel are given to the glory of and in thanksgiving for the 
ministry of VLC and The Chapel School, from Marcia Kollmann. 

 
PASTORAL ASSISTANCE:  Special thanks to Kevin Cook (a Commissioned 

Minister of Religion and long-time VLC member) and Pastor John Hannah (our 
Circuit Visitor), who will provide assistance to Pastor Hartwell and Pastoral 

Assistant Morris Mayer this fall. 
 

Coffee Hour Hosts are needed to prepare coffee and bring light refreshments. 
Please sign up on the bulletin board by the church entrance or contact Nelly 

Palumbo at 347-538-2909 or NPalumbo@thechapelschool.org 
 

Lay Deacon Training Classes will be offered this fall on Tuesday evenings from 
6:30 - 9:30 p.m. over Zoom. The next class is an Old Testament survey course 

beginning on Tuesday, September 14. To get registered, contact the Church 

Office at 914-337-0207 x1003 or KRapillo@VLC-NY.org. 
 

Wednesday Bible Study will resume on September 15 at 10:45 a.m. in the 
Friendship Room. As it is the time of Yom Kippur, we will talk about its meaning 

and look at Psalm 130 on God’s forgiveness. 
 

Women’s Bible Study/LWML will resume monthly meetings on Saturday, 
Sept. 18, at 9:00 a.m. in the Friendship Room. This year’s study will look at the 

words of Jesus from the Gospels. Plans will also be discussed for LWML Sunday 
on Oct. 3. All women are invited to attend any session during the year. 

 
Music Ministry: We are looking forward to bringing back all of our music 

ensembles in worship. Rehearsals will begin in September as follows: 
� Chancel Choir - Thursday, Sept. 16, at 7:30 p.m. We request that all 

members be vaccinated. 

� Village Belles - Wednesday, Sept. 22, at 7:00 p.m. 
� Youth Choir - Thursday, Sept. 23, at 7:00 p.m. under the direction of 

George Heath. 
� High School Choir - Sunday, Sept. 26, at 10:15 a.m. with Mr. Heath. 

For more information, contact Deb Reiss at DReiss@VLC-NY.org or George Heath 
at GHeath@VLC-NY.org. 

 
Youth News: We are excited to resume our youth meetings and activities. Here 

are the starting dates for September: 
� Voyagers (Grades 3-6) will meet with Erika Schultz outside on the 

playground on Thursdays, Sept. 16, 23 and 30 at 6:00 p.m. 
� Lifers/Confirmation will have an orientation meeting with Sarah Nunes 

on Thursday, Sept. 23, at 6:00 p.m. in the MPR. 
� Crusaders (Grades 9-12) will be led by Amy Heath this year, with plans for 

attending the Youth Gathering next summer. Watch for updates!! 
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For more information, contact Erika Schultz at tyandbash@aol.com; Sarah Nunes 

at SNunes@VLC-NY.ORG; or Amy Heath at amyheath1023@gmail.com 
 

SOUP KITCHEN UPDATE! The soup kitchen is currently relocating. Therefore, 
our hosting date has been moved to Wednesday, Sept. 22. Menu is still baked 

ziti, meatballs, salad and brownies. Sign up to choose your food item, pick up a 
tray, prepare food at home, and drop off at church between 12:00 and 1:00 p.m. 

Contact Nelly Palumbo at 347-538-2909 or NPalumbo@thechapelschool.org 
 

Blessing Basket/Food for ECAP:  The Blessing Baskets are located in the 
Friendship Room under the piano. Bring in food donations when you come for 

worship or leave them with the receptionist during the week.  
 

Prayer Conference Call: We invite you to once again join in prayer for the 
needs of the community via our prayer conference call, which will now be offered 

once a month on the last Tuesday of the month. The next date will be Tuesday, 

September 28, at 6:00 p.m. To access the call, dial (1) 732-434-3982. 
 

9/11 Mobil Museum at Lake Isle - The Eastchester Rotary Club and the Foley 
Family Foundation are sponsoring the Never Forget 9/11 Museum at Lake Isle 

Country Club on September 29-30 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Members of 
the FDNY will be on site to lead visitor tours. To learn about the museum, go to 

911RememberedTheTravelingMemorial.org 
 

Prayer Line:  We pray for the sick and those experiencing any kind of difficulty:  
Gena Belloli, Frank Clark, Kathryn Haddad, Annabella Hansen, Ben Hartwell, Judy 

Hartwell, Suzanne Heinrich, Keith Hough, George Just, Deacon Joe Lamoureux, 
Rev. Paul Liersemann, Frankie Lyman, Joshua Pedrosa & U.S. troops, Sylvia Puig, 

Hilda Qualitero, Ralph Qualitero, Willi Rosendahl, Michael Samaroo, Margaret Toal 
 

Bereavement Prayer Line: We pray for those who are grieving the loss of a 

loved one. 
� Kathy Cropp, friend of Wendy Haddad, who passed away on September 5, 

2021 
� Carol Leone, VLC member, who passed away on September 2, 2021 

� Fatima Bekkaoui, friend of Rowena del Castillo, who passed away on 
August 24, 2021 

� Andy Rodriguez, cousin of Nelly Palumbo, who passed away on August 
23, 2021 

� Lorenzo Padilla, friend of the Runge family, who passed away on July 28, 
2021 

 

Village Lutheran Church and The Chapel School 
172 White Plains Road, Bronxville, NY 10708 

914-337-0207 + www.VLC-NY.ORG   


