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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 
● The order of worship is printed in the bulletin and the hymnal, “Lutheran 

Service Book” (LSB), is located in the pew racks in front of you. 
● We extend a special word of welcome to first-time visitors and invite you 

to take a welcome kit located by the Jesus Fountain in the church entrance. 
● Please fill out the Attendance Card (one per family or individual) and place 

in the offering plate or hand to an usher after the service. 
 

 
 

COMMUNION STATEMENT 
● The congregation of Village Lutheran Church welcomes to Holy Communion 

those baptized Christians who:  ✝Know Jesus Christ as their Savior (John 20:31); 

✝Recognize that the body and blood of Christ are truly present in the bread and 

wine (1 Cor. 11:29); ✝Are able to examine themselves and repent of their sins (1 

Cor. 11:28); and ✝Look to God’s Holy Spirit for help in living the Christian life 

(Col. 1:10). Persons not receiving Communion may come forward to receive a 
blessing. 

● Pre-packaged communion kits contain a wafer and grape juice. Please come 

forward down the center aisle to receive the elements and take them back to 
your seat to eat and drink. 

● Gluten-free hosts are available in separate packaging. 
● Communion may be brought to those with limited mobility.  Please alert the 

pastor or usher if you wish to commune in this way. 
 

 
 

TO KNOW LIVE AND SHARE THE LOVE OF CHRIST 
 
● Under the blessing of God, the mission of Village Lutheran Church is a ministry 

of the Word and Sacraments.  This ministry gives opportunities for mission, 
witness, nurture, fellowship, stewardship, and service.  It focuses on the specific 

needs of individuals and groups within the congregation and extends to the 

church-at-large, the community, and the world. 
 

● The Chapel School is an integral part of the congregation’s ministry directed 
specifically to children.  It provides a distinctive Christian education enabling 

children to evidence a Christian lifestyle and to achieve academic success. 
 

TO GOD ALONE BE GLORY 
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Service of Holy Communion 
 

PRELUDE       Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus     Franklin Ritter     

 
INVOCATION and CONFESSION (Congregation rising) 

P In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord, let us with confidence draw near to God, that we may 
receive mercy and find grace in time of need. 

C      Gracious God, we confess to You all of our sins ‒ those known to us 
that burden our hearts, and those unknown to us but seen by You. 

In Your great mercy, wash away our iniquity and cleanse us from 
our sin. Create a new and clean heart within us, and by the power 

of the Holy Spirit work in us that which is pleasing in Your sight; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for 

His sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore declare to you the entire 

forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN        Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus    LSB Hymn 660 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
P Let us pray: 

C Bountiful God, You gather Your people into Your realm, and You 

promise us food from Your tree of life. Nourish us with Your word, 
that empowered by Your Holy Spirit we may love one another and 

the world You have made; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

PSALMODY (Psalm 46:1-3, 8-11 – read responsively) 
P God is our refuge and strength, 

C a very present help in trouble 
P Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, 

C though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 
P though its waters roar and foam, 

C though the mountains tremble at its swelling. 

P Come, behold the works of the Lord, 
C how He has brought desolations on the earth 
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P He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 

C He breaks the bow and shatters the spear; He burns the chariots 
with fire. 

P Be still, and know that I am God. 
C I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth! 

P The Lord of Hosts is with us; 
C The God of Jacob is our fortress.  

 
OLD TESTAMENT READING       1 Samuel 3:1, 4-10, 15-20 

1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of 
the Lord was rare in those days; visions were not widespread… 4Then 

the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli and 
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” 

So he went and lay down. 6The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and 
went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, 

my son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word 

of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 8The Lord called Samuel again, a 
third time. And he got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called 

me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to 
Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your 

servant is listening.’ “So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10Now the Lord 
came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, 

“Speak, for your servant is listening…” 15Samuel lay there until morning; then he 
opened the doors of the house of the Lord. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to 

Eli. 16But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here I 
am.” 17Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God 

do so to you and more also, if you hide anything from me of all that he told 
you.” 18So Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, 

“It is the Lord; let him do what seems good to him.” 19As Samuel grew up, 
the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. 20And all 

Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of 

the Lord. 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE               Ephesians 6:10-20 
10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power; 11put on the 

whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil, 12for our struggle is not against blood and flesh but against the rulers, 

against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. 13Therefore take up the 

whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on the evil day and, 
having prevailed against everything, to stand firm. 14Stand, therefore, and belt 

your waist with truth and put on the breastplate of righteousness 15and lace up 
your sandals in preparation for the gospel of peace. 16With all of these, take the 

shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the 

evil one. 17Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
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word of God. 18Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To 

that end, keep alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. 19Pray 
also for me, so that when I speak a message may be given to me to make known 

with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20for which I am an ambassador in 
chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL (Congregation rising)          Matthew 16:24-28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 16th chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny 

themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to save 
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For 

what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what 

will they give in return for their life? 27For the Son of Man is to come with his 
angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has 

been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste 
death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY           LSB Hymn 517 

 By All Your Saints in Warfare (v. 1 – 10 – 3) 
 

MEDITATION                  Deacon Intern Larry Cosentino 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (Congregation rising) 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 

day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits at 
the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence He will come to 

judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  

P God, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

 
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

OFFERING/VOLUNTARY Meditation on “Lift High the Cross”    Robert Adams 
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† HOLY COMMUNION † 

 
PREFACE (Congregation rising) 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on us 
and given Your only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish but have eternal life. We give You thanks that on Calvary You spared 
not Your only Son but sent Him to offer His life as a ransom for many. As 

we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us to trust in Your promise now 
fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION and SIGN OF PEACE 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples, and 

said: “Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, 

and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all 
of you; this cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is shed for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

me.” 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
(Worshipers are invited to come forward to receive the pre-packaged Communion 

kit, then return to your seat to eat and drink. Those not partaking of communion 
are welcome to come forward for a blessing. If you need assistance, please alert 

the pastor or usher.) 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (Congregation rising) 
P We give You thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have 

tasted the new heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. 
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection, that through our 

lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 

C Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and 
be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C      Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN            Lift High the Cross (v. 1-4)   LSB Hymn 837 
 

DISMISSAL (Congregation seated) 
P Go in peace to serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE         God Bless Our Native Land   Lani Smith 
 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

 

You are cordially invited to remain after the service for pizza and 

a time of fellowship in the Multi-Purpose Room (lower level). 

 

 
 

Participants in the Service: 
 

Celebrant  Rev. Dr. Robert Hartwell, Senior Pastor 
 

Lector  Jane McGowen 
 

Cantor  Kevin Cook 
 

Organist  Deborah Reiss, Minister of Music 

 
Sexton  Sofia Renzo 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Village Lutheran Church and The Chapel School 
172 White Plains Road, Bronxville, NY 10708 

914-337-0207 + www.VLC-NY.ORG  
 
 

http://www.vlc-ny.org/
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We recognize the men and women from our community who 
are veterans as well as those who are currently on active duty. 
Thank you for your service, and may God bless and keep you. 
We also honor the memory of those who served and have now 
gone to their eternal rest. 
 

Joan Bevers - Captain US Air Force Reserve 
Thomas P. Bukofzer - Army Retired 

Howard W. Cook – US Army PFC 
L. F. Cosentino - Army 
L. S. Cosentino – Navy 

Robert E. Finke 
Robert E. Finke, Jr. 

Ohmer Gabbard - Ret. Major Army & Army Reserves 
Donald F. Gilder – US Army 

Sidney Gitter - Air Force 
Wendle Heath 

Robert Lena - SSG Army National Guard 
Brendan Mooney 

Vincent Palmese Sr. - US Coast Guard 
Nathan Podoll - US Coast Guard 

Brendan J. Podszus 
Carl J. Podszus 

Ryan W. Podszus 
William G. Podszus 
Winfield Podszus 

Natasha Ramierez 
James Sturek – Army 

William R. Vogt - Air Force 
 
 

 

 


